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Annual Membership Meeting Thursday,
January 15, 2026, 7:00 p.m. Paddy Hill School

On Thursday, January 15, 2026, at 7:00 p.m., our
annual meeting will be held at Paddy Hill School,
1801 Latta Rd. At the meeting, you can pick up a
copy of our 2025 Annual Report, view a photo
montage of our activities from the past year, and
hear about our plans for the future. A financial
report will be presented by treasurer Bill Peeck
and an election of trustees will be conducted.
Those currently seeking re-election are: Pam
O’Sullivan and Rob Cunningham. Two new
trustees are Penny Cherney and John Gilbert. Trustees serve three-year terms.

At the conclusion of the meeting there will be a tour of the school. All members are
encouraged to attend this meeting

Pamela O’Sullivan, before her recent retirement, served as the
copyright, digital repository, and archives librarian at Drake

| Memorial Library, SUNY Brockport for 17 years. Pamela is a
member of the SUNY Librarians Association and the Jane Austen
Society of North America. She is a regular reviewer for Library
Journal. Before joining the staff at Drake Library, Pamela was a
sl public librarian for over two decades. She is also a
professional storyteller.

Rob Cunningham is a longtime GHS volunteer and current board
member. He is a law librarian with over 25 years of service in the
New York State Courts. He has also assisted with the wampum
education programs at Ganondagan for the past few years.

Penny Cherney: A life-long Greece resident, Penny retired in
2022 after teaching English as a New Language for more than 32
years in the Greece Central School District, with her last 23 years
at her alma mater, Greece Arcadia. In her retirement, she enjoys
reading, camping, exercising, learning, and
spending time with family.

John Gilbert is a longtime Greece resident and a retired Xerox IT
Systems Manager with a broad range of business experience. He
holds a BS degree in Applied Arts and Sciences and has volunteered
at GHS since 2017.




From the President

. “May you look back on the past with as much pleasure as you look forward to the future.”
Paul Dixon

Happy New Year to all our members, friends, and neighbors. As this new year begins, here
in the Town of Greece we look forward to our new administration and the celebration of the
250th anniversary of the founding of the United States.

As a look to the past, we will welcome former Town Supervisor Don Riley at our Tuesday
night program on January 13 and hear his stories about our Town. On January 15, members
are encouraged to attend our annual meeting and learn what GHS accomplished in 2025,
vote for a slate of trustees, and hear about our future. I would especially like to thank Gregg Redmond and Cyn-
die Shevlin for all their years of service as trustees.

Our new Pioneer Families of the Town of Greece Volume 2 is now available. Although the museum and gift
shop is closed in January and February, if you wish to purchase a copy from us, please email

greecehistoricalsociety@yahoo.com and we will arrange a time for you to pick up your copy.

Thank you to everyone who continues to support the Greece Historical Society.
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GHS Board of Trustees

Vay-Schleich & Meeson William M. Sauers (President)
Funeral and Cremation Chapels ) )
. Deborah Cole Myers (Vice President)
Gretchen Kozlowski (Secretary)
Bill Peeck (Treasurer)
Cynthia Shevlin
Rob Cunningham
Pam O'Sullivan

Bridget O'Toole
Sandy Peck
Our Faﬁy is Here for Yours Gregg Redmond, Esq.
Katie, Doug & Mark Meeson Dave Richardson
Deborah Whitt
(El g el Hilton Chapel Donald C. Newcomb (Honorary Trustee]

1075 Long Pond Road 38 East Avenue
Rochester, NY 14626  Hilton, NY 14468
(585) 227-2700 (585) 392-1500

Celebrate life.
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Donate to Our Collection

Do you have an historic Greece related item or photo-
graph? We are always interested in unique items that
help document the story of Greece and enhance its
presentation to the public. We are a small museum
with limited storage space, which forces us to be very
selective in what we add to our collection. If you have
an item or photographs you would like us to consider,
please tell us about it. Our collections team is usually
available on Monday mornings between 10:00 a.m.
and noon. Give us a call 585-225-7221 or email
greecehistoricalsociety@yahoo.com.

o» StateFarm

Deborah Ham Whitt Agcy Inc
Deborah Whitt, Agent

Rochester, NY 14616-2530
Bus: 585-663-0960 Fax: 585-663-2031
deborahwhitt.biz

Providing Insurance and Financial Services
State Farm, Bloomington, IL

Gregg H. Redmond PLLC

ghredmond@yahoo.com
www.RedmondLegal.com

GREGG H. REDMOND, Esq.
Attorney At Law

1379 Long Pond Road
Rochester NY 14626

(585) 225-0520 Fax (585) 225-0145

Bartolorr%g & Perotto

FUNERAL HOME, INC.
TELL THEIR STORY

#lifestorymovement

bartolomeo.com 585 = 720 « 6000

Our Calendar

We maintain office hours, Mondays10:00 a.m. until noon
To make an appointment send an email to
greecehistoricalsociety(@yahoo.com

-January & February Greece Museum closed

-Tuesday, January 13, A Contemporary History of Greece, by Don Riley*

-Tuesday, February 10, She-Unsung IT*
-Tuesday, March 10, History of the Red Cross*

-Tuesday, April 14, History of Hamiln Beach State Park*
*Tuesday programs are held at the Greece Public Library at 7:00 p.m.
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making a difference

together

We greatly value and appreciate your donations. (Tax deductible per Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code)
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GHS Happenings

Middle School Students Explore QOur Town.

On November 21, more than 60 middle school students from Arcadia and Odyssey toured our museum. Besides
learning some facts about our Town’s history, they were especially fascinated with the old classroom, kitchen, and
Erie Canal exhibits. What intrigued them most was using the dial telephone and learning that everyone’s name,
address, and phone number used to be in a book.

Three groups of about 20 each rotated their visit between the Museum, Police Dept, Community Center, and
Library.

Arcadia Middle School 7th Grade Odyssey Middle School Arcadia Middle School 8th Grade

Gina DiBella Volunteer of the Year 2025

o During our Holiday Open House on December 14, Gina DiBella was presented with our
#% Volunteer of the Year award.

Gina is a longtime member of the Greece Historical Society.

She started promoting GHS 20 years ago in her D&C “Greece Grapevine” column and chaired
the Greece Historic Preservation Commission where, along with Gloria Latragna, she
created an exhibition on Greece’s early schoolhouses.

Several years ago, she wrote grants for and worked with Bero Architecture in preparing
The Architecture of James H. Johnson and wrote a grant to have the book published.

Five years ago, she initiated, wrote grants for, and coordinated the initial publication of a recently finished work on
The Architecture of Thomas W. Boyde Jr., also with Bero Architecture.

Last year she wrote a brief history of the former Greece School No.
5 which was placed in a time capsule at the GCSD Transportation |
building on Latta Road.

More recently, Gina was a member of the GHS Erie Canal 200
Committee where she helped with the booklet A4 Heritage Trail |
Passport: South Greece on the Erie Canal, particularly with its design
and liaised with the Greece Central School District printing facility,
assisted with many tasks involved in our August 16 event on the Erie

Canal at Greece Canal Park, contributed articles to the Corinthian, | Treasurer Bill Peeck, Secretary Gretchen

and designed the story boards for our “Four Miles Along the Towpath: | Kozlowski, President Bill Sauere, Volunteer of

South Greece on the Erie Canal” exhibit. the Year Gina DiBella and Vice President
Deborah Cole Myers




Greece History

Four Miles Along the Shore
The Merchant and Tavern Keeper Hiram Hodges Hovey
by Jo Ann Ward Snyder

This is a continuation of the Greece Historical Society series on
life along the Erie Canal in the 1800s.

Hiram Hodges Hovey (1818-1903) was a merchant and tavern
keeper on the canal in Greece from about 1843 to 1859. He was the
son of Luther and Mary Hodges Hovey who arrived in Monroe
County in 1816 from Massachusetts. Hiram grew up on a farm in
Henrietta and attended the Monroe Academy. Hiram married Celia
Russ (1819-1907) of Mendon in 1837. The couple resided in
Henrietta where their first two daughters Mary and Martha were born.

Courtesy Margaret DeMarco

In 1839, the Hovey family moved to South Greece to a plot of land in Lot 143 on the Erie Canal at what is currently
Elmgrove Road. Hiram’s lawyer brother Luther had bought the land from Epaphroditus Stone, but never resided on
it. The following year, Luther purchased additional acreage from Charles Brockway that included a tavern. Of note,
Brockway was the son of Heil Brockway, an early businessperson and land speculator, who was very involved in
Erie Canal development in this area. Brockport was named for him.

Luther Hovey sold the property to his brother Hiram in 1843, which at that time included a home, tavern, and
several barns directly on the canal front. Hiram’s listed occupations in various records were grocer and merchant.
Hiram did run into a little trouble with his tavern at one point; it seems he not only violated the excise law, but also
was running a gambling hall.

Along with his home and tavern, Hiram had a packet barn which was used for overnighting packet boat mules and
storing feed for those animals. The cultivated land included fruit trees and grape vines. Perhaps he made his own
wine for his tavern.

345 Elmgrove Road was built in 1840 and
was on Hovey property. It is not known if it

was the tavern or the family home.
Photo by Bill Sauers.

On the home-front, Hiram and Celia had another four daughters; sadly, only one survived, Sarah born in 1855. In
1859 the property was sold to Elias Holmes. Subsequent owners farmed, operated the tavern, packet barns and/or a
hotel. No rendering or photo exists of the site and little information is found in newspapers.




Elmer Elsworth Sharp bought the property in 1901 and a map of the era shows the South Greece Hotel is
among the onsite buildings. There is a remnant building at 345 Elmgrove Road. It is currently a duplex
home with six bedrooms. The current owner reports there were tunnels and passages beneath the home
that have given rise to speculation that it was part of the Underground Railroad. Its proximity to the Erie
Canal gives credence to the claim as enslaved people traveled to freedom on the Canal.

Daughters of Hiram and Celia Russ Hovey from left
to right, Mary, Sarah, and Martha
Courtesy Margaret DeMarco

f W ' -7
IElglf . oLd S« ,/ LW
In 1858 there were multiple buildings on SR !f'o\“\"}\v‘ﬁy -----
Hiram Hovey’s property on the north Y g ’$ 19 4b '
side of the Erie Canal at Elmgrove A" | s .t“",.,,',

s Srow

Road—1858 South Greece Maps

In 1902, Elmer Sharp is the owner of the Hovey lot abutting
the Erie Canal. There are multiple buildings and a hotel on
site —1902 South Greece Map

Hiram Hovey land was to the north of the Erie Canal before it
was rerouted to the south. The highlighted greenway is the old
Erie Canal bed. The home at 345 Elmgrove Road was built in
1840. —Contemporary 2025 GIS Interactive Map at
monroecounty.gov
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By 1860, the Hovey family is farming in Hamlin where Hiram built a grocery wagon that traveled the
countryside with merchandise for sale. The local paper stated, “It carries everything from a tin rattle to a silk
dress.” In 1867, Hiram returned to more formal shopkeeping with the opening of the Hovey General Store in
North Hamlin. He was also the local postmaster. Hiram continued to operate the store until his death at age
84 in 1903. Wife Celia died in Brockport in 1907.

Celia and Hiram Hovey on the porch of The Hovey
General Store in Hamlin in the 1890’s.
Photo taken by Burton Hovey Quivey
Courtesy Margaret DeMarco

Contributor Margaret DeMarco, descendant family member

A Contemporary History of the Town of Greece by Don Riley
Greece Public Library, Tuesday, January 13, 2026, 7:00 p.m.

Former Greece Supervisor Don Riley will discuss the process of writing a
new book about the modern history of the Town of Greece (1960 to
present) that will include community organizations and his interviews
with community leaders. Input from the audience will be welcomed.

This program is offered by the Greece Historical Society in cooperation with the Greece
Public  Library. Reservations required: https://greecepl.librarycalendar.com/event/
greece-historical-society-42185 or call 585-225-8951.

Don Riley was Greece Supervisor from 1973 to 1989. Since his retirement as Supervisor, he has been CEO of
Rochester-Genesee Regional Transportation and Vice President of Mark IV Enterprises and has been a trustee for
the Strong National Museum of Play since 1989. During his administration the population of the Town of Greece
grew by approximately 15,000.

He was responsible for the purchase of land that is now the Greece Town Campus and was instrumental in
negotiating the Wegmans Food Markets sale and move of the house that was formerly owned by Gordon A.
Howe, and is now home to the Greece Historical Society. It was the first building on what is now the Town
Campus.
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Greece Historical Society
Greece Museum
595 Long Pond Road
P.O. Box 16249
Rochester NY 14616-0249

Your tax deductible membership in the Greece Historical

CONTACT UsS Society is available at several levels. To join, renew, upgrade your
GHS Office: 585-225-7221 membership or to donate a gift, fill out and mail the form below or
Office Email: bring it to our next program meeting. To pay via PayPal, visit our

website at www.greecehistoricalsociety.org
Only your donations and memberships keep our

Museum open. Thank you for your support.

greecehistoricalsociety@yahoo.com
Website: www.greecehistoricalsociety.org

GREECE HISTORICAL SOCIETY & MUSEUM Membership Application
(Please print) DATE:
NAME: PHONE:( )
(Last) (First) (M.1.) ( Spouse, if applicable)
ADDRESS:
(Street) ( City/ Town) (State) (Zip Code + 4)

E-MAIL ADDRESS:

Membership Classifications Annual Rate Select

SR New Application

enior (62+, Each) $15.00 — Renewal Memberships are tax deductible.
Student $15.00 - Upgrade Please pay online via PayPal or
Individual Adult $20.00 - _Donatlf)n ] make check payable and mail to:
Senior (62+) Couple $30.00 —Memorial Donation . : :

: — My donation is in Greece Historical Society
Family $35.00 - memory of P.O. Box 16249
Business, Professional $50.00 Rochester NY 14616-0249
Benef: Each

en.e act.or (Each) $100.00 E— You will receive your membership
Senior Life (62+, Each) $350.00 card and receipt by mail.
Life (Each) $500.00

Donation $






