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The Morgan-Manning House Museum:

The Anatomy of a Fire and the Process of Rebuilding
Tuesday, November 18, 7:00 p.m. Greece Public Library

On Januaryl4, a devastating fire destroyed a large portion of the Morgan-Manning
House Museum in Brockport. Join us on Tuesday, November 18, 7:00 p.m. at the
Greece Public Library, as Paul Kimball, the project manager supervising the
rebuilding project, discusses the fire and the progress to date to save this historic
building and, we all hope, eventually reopen it. Reservations required:
https://greecepl.librarycalendar.com/event/greece-historical-society-37444  or call

585-225-8951
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Paul Kimball

As Clarkson Town Supervisor (1984-2017), Paul championed
numerous town historical projects. Now, Paul is leading the rebuilding effort
to restore the Morgan-Manning House to its former grandeur. Paul also
currently serves as a member of the Clarkson Historical Committee, which
oversees the historic 1854 Clarkson Academy Schoolhouse on Ridge Road.

ROC-the-DAY for GHS on December 2

On Tuesday, December 2, the United Way of Greater Rochester will hold a 24-hour
donation drive, “ROC the Day,” for not-for-profit
organizations in the Rochester community. On this epic,

one-day giving event, thousands of community
members will be able to make an end-of-year gift to

UNITED WAY'S
help advance their philanthropic passions. We are
asking you to support the Greece Historical Society, or
any other agency of your choice, on December 2, by
going to www.roctheday.org and making your
donation. Your contribution will be used to help fund

T H E o . e
our programs and exhibits, for basic utility expenses,

—— DEGEMBER 2,2025 — | and for maintenance projects on our building. Thank

you for your generous support.
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Seneca Chief Sails the Erie Canal

In late September and early October, the replica Seneca Chief Canal boat traveled from Buffalo to New York to celebrate
the 200™ anniversary of the completion of the Erie Canal. We hope everyone got to see the Seneca Chief when it sailed
through Greece on September 27, or maybe you were able tour the boat in Brockport, Pittsford, or Fairport (the boat did
not stop in Greece). A video about the construction of the Seneca Chief can be found on our website at: https://
greecehistoricalsociety.org/looking-back/program-archives/exploring-the-process-of-building-the-seneca-chief/

Seneca Chief as it travels under
the Elmgrove Road bridge at
Henpeck Park on September 27.
Photo by Bill Peeck

Inside the Seneca Chief
Photo by Vicki Masters Profitt

Seneca Chief docked in Fairport
on September 28 and 29.
Photo b)/ Bill Sauers
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GHS Coming Events

Tuesday, November 18, 7:00 p.m. Rebuilding the Morgan Manning House, Greece Public Library

Tuesday, December 2, Roc the Day

Tuesday, January 13, 7:00 p.m. A Contemporary History of the Town of Greece by Don Riley, Greece Public

Library

Thursday, January 15, 2026, Annual Meeting

Vay-Schleich & Meeson

Funeral and Cremation Chapels

Our Faﬁy is Here for Yours

Katie, Doug & Mark Meeson

Greece Chapel Hilton Chapel
1075 Long Pond Road 38 East Avenue
Rochester, NY 14626  Hilton, NY 14468
(585) 227-2700 (585) 392-1500

Celebrate life.

GHS Board of Trustees

William M. Sauers (President)
Deborah Cole Myers (Vice President)
Gretchen Kozlowski (Secretary)
Bill Peeck (Treasurer)
Cynthia Shevlin
Rob Cunningham
Pam O'Sullivan
Bridget O'Toole
Sandy Peck
Gregg Redmond, Esq.

Dave Richardson
Deborah Whitt
Donald C. Newcomb (Honorary Trustee)
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What’s Happening...

GHS was proud to present two
interesting events in October. On .
October 14" over 115 people
attended author Jack Butler’s talk &
on “Durand Eastman Park—
Yesterday and Today.” A fascinating history.

And on October 19" Joanne Mitchell and
Cynthia Howk conducted 36 of us on a
7y walking tour of the northern half of Riverside
Cemetery. You’d be amazed who is buried

VP’s Corner: In coming months, I plan to turn
my attention to some of our outstanding volunteers!
No better place to start than my very first GHS
mentor. --- Deborah
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Spotlight on: Lee Strauss

Mary Lee Strauss was born in Fort Erie, Ontario,

Canada, and has spent parts of her life on either side of the border.
She is a dual citizen of both Canada and the US, having been
naturalized here in 1961.

She married Dr. Richard Strauss in 1961 in Buffalo and at one time
they purchased (and saved) a cobblestone schoolhouse at the
corner of Ridge and Trimmer Roads in Parma. After renovation,
Lee and a friend ran an antiques and crafts store there.

In 1976, Lee was recruited into the Greece Historical Society when
she stopped to talk to then-Treasurer Grace Van Putte at a booth in
Greece Towne Mall. Since then, she has worn so many hats,
including member of the Curatorial Committee, Treasurer, and was
Acting President during our building’s move to its present location.
She has been active in research, cataloging artifacts, membership,
school tours and programs, and exhibit creation.

Lee is instrumental in training new GHS volunteers (myself
included!). She keeps saying she is going to retire from GHS, but
we just won’t let her!
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Deborah Ham Whitt Agcy Inc
Deborah Whitt, Agent
Rochester, NY 14616-2530

Bus: 585-663-0960 Fax: 585-663-2031
deborahwhitt.biz

Providing Insurance and Financial Services
State Farm, Bloomington, IL

Bartolori‘%g & Perotto

FUNERAL HOME, INC.
TELL THEIR STORY

#lifestorymovement

bartolomeo.com 585 = 720 « 60CO

Gregg H. Redmond PLLC

ghredmond@yahoo.com

www.RedmondLegal.com

GREGG H. REDMOND, Esq.
Attorney At Law

1379 Long Pond Road
Rochester NY 14626

(585) 225-0520 Fax (585) 225-0145

BADAINGEY CROWDER
RESOLVE - ( FHs#Ss

ERIE CANAL

making a difference
together
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We greatly value and appreciate your donations. (Tax deductible per Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code)
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Greece History

“Four Miles Along the Towpath”

Excerpts from “Henpeck—a Thriving Community”
by Gladys Lois Buell

This account originally appeared in the Greater Greece Post, 1972 May 25, p.26, a special edition for the
Sesquicentennial of the Town of Greece.

There was a large warehouse that stood near the Old Erie Canal, on the South Greece Road [now Elmgrove Road].
Apples and other produce were stored in this warehouse and were shipped via Canal to larger cities. The warehouse
was first owned by General Henry Brinker, later purchased by George Payne.

| My grandfather Doctor Adiel Sherwood Buell, who was also a surgeon, moved to Greece
right after he was married in 1836. Later my grandfather contacted the P. O. officials,
also the New York Central R.R, officials, and had a sack of mail dropped off at the South
Greece Station, daily. Daniel (Dan) Smith was usually the man who picked up the sack
| of mail. Daniel Smith’s father, a cobbler, was called “Shoemaker Smith.” His actual

—me name was Joseph Smith. The front porch of the George Payne home, which was
Dr. Adiel Buell's house enclosed, served as the Post Office, and still later the office was located in the

355 Elmgrove Road warehouse, where George Payne and Joseph Hart ran a grocery store.

My uncle, Doctor Emsley Simderlin Buell, was born in Greece on April 17, 1839, and
died in Greece at his home on Elmgrove Road, November 14,1905. He lived next
door to his father, who was also a medical doctor and surgeon. My grandfather Dr.
Adiel Sherwood Buell’s home on the Elmgrove Road was sold to Mr. and Mrs.
Bagley, who in turn sold it to Mr. and Mrs. Chris Fay. The Fay’s ran a blacksmith and
repaired wagons in a building at the back of their home. When the new Barge Canal
was built in 1909, Mrs. Fay prepared dinners and served them in her spacious home
to the construction workers. Before the Fay blacksmith’s shop was in operation, a
man by the name of John Pendergast operated a blacksmith shop on a road leading
down from the Towpath, on the east side of Jane Belle Hawthorn’s store.

George Payne’s house
near bridge over canal.

The teenagers swam in the Canal in the summer and skated on the Canal in the
winter. My father, who was brought up on the South Greece Road, said a
crowd of teenagers thought nothing of skating into Rochester on a cold
winter’s night in those days, taking in a show and skating back to South
Greece. Once in the summertime, when the boys were swimming in the old
Erie Canal, one of the boys went down for the third time. My father, a good
swimmer, dove in and brought him to the surface, and after getting the water
out of his lungs, the young man seemed no worse for his experience. This boy

, : . was Almond Perkins, who as a young man went to California and became a
L T T T T T | millionaire. He had his chauffeur drive him east every summer, and he always
came to see my father. Casper and Jane Volkmar lived directly across the road
(Ridgeway Avenue) from Almond Perkins.

Skating on the Erie Canal

The Abram Cole family were early settlers on the South Greece Road. Mr. Abram Cole was born in his parents
home, which is still standing, in 1852. His wife was born in 1855. Her maiden name was Ida Kenyon, they had
eight children: Carrie, who later became Mrs. Lane, Ben, Roy, Earl, Clarence, Charles, Lois and Ivan. Lois Cole
was named for my aunt, Lois Buell Davis, who also lived on the South Greece Road.

[You can learn more about life along the Erie Canal in South Greece in our newest museum exhibit. |



GHS Happenings

Maintenance Projects

Maintenance projects this past month included leveling a concrete slab to
eliminate a tripping hazard at our handicap ramp and power washing the
entire building for the first time in almost 30 years.
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1989 Cardinal Mooney High School
Yearbook
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For those interested in Cardinal Mooney memories, all but
one of their yearbooks are now available on-line. With the
help from our collection, Dick Helsey has recently scanned
several to add to those already scanned by Family Search.
Our collection and those online are still missing the final
year, 1989. If anyone has a copy of the 1989 Cardinal
Mooney yearbook and would be willing to loan it to us so
that it can be scanned and made available to everyone, please
contact GHS at greecehistoricalsociety(@yahoo.com or call
585-225-7221.
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On-line copies of local high school yearbooks are available at: https://mcnygenealogy.com/book/yearbooks.htm
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“In the end, we all become stories” Margaret Atwood
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From the President

It’s been a busy month here at 595 Long Pond Road. We purchased two new mannequins to use in our museum,
continued our ongoing maintenance projects, conducted a cemetery tour, held a craft sale, and 116 attended our

October 14 program about Durand Eastman Park.

We helped people find the name of a 1960s restaurant, the name of the owner of a store, also in the 1960s, and
found some photographs for a member. We helped an elected official answer a question from a constituent and even

replied to a college student working on their master’s project.

After nearly a year a full inventory of our artifacts is nearly complete. Our much-anticipated Boyde project was
presented to the board and after a final edit, the report will be sent to the State Historic Preservation Office.

Our volunteers met to plan for upcoming exhibits and we were represented at a meeting of the Monroe County

Historians.
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The Four Mile Grocery
Todd, Wright, Darrow, and Knobel’s Family
by Jo Ann Ward Snyder
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*1852 Greece Map showing Wright Todd as owner of Four Mile Grocery on south side of Ridgeway Ave at Weiland Rd; he purchased it in
1840.

*1918 City of Rochester map, plate 43, shows Fred and Eva Knobel Kimmell as owners.

#1935 City of Rochester HistoricMaps, shows buildings still on site of Four Mile Grocery property abutting the old Erie Canal bed. John
Johnson is now the owner.
*2025 Rochester Historic Maps of the Four Mile Grocery site. The location is now known as the Ridgeway Business Center.

Knobel Family in 1889 at Four Mile Grocery at canal near Ridgeway
Ave and Weiland Road. Photo donor George Knobles (he changed the
spelling of his surname as an adult) is sitting in the horse cart on the
right. There is one worker in the family photo, and he is the man
sitting.

Courtesy George Knobles and Frederick Kimmel

Last month we wrote about the Eight Mile Grocery on the
Erie Canal in Greece near Ridgeway and Elmgrove
Avenues. Further east, also on the canal, was the Four
Mile Grocery located on the south side of Ridgeway
Avenue near where Weiland Road intersects. It was so
named because it was four miles from Rochester. The
property included 22 and 79/100 acres with multiple
buildings on the site over time, not only a grocery, but also a hotel, a saloon, and/or a restaurant.

The grocery pre-dates the earliest map of Greece in 1852 when it was owned by Wright and Elizabeth Denike
Todd. The couple hailed from Westchester County and were in Greece by the mid-1820s. They purchased the
property in 1840 from Joshua and Diantha Kinney. Wright was a farmer as well as the grocery’s owner.

In 1853, Wright moved his family to Hanford Landing. The property and its accompanying acreage were sold to,
Ellsworth Darrow. His parents Rufus and Lucina Ellsworth Darrow hailed from Columbia County, arriving in
Greece in the 1840s. Ellsworth, a bachelor, died in 1858. No real estate transfer has been found, but the 1872 map
has Ellsworth’s widowed mother Lucina owning the grocery.




After Lucina Darrow’s death in 1872, there were a few quick real estate transfers, before it came into the possession in
1872 of recent German immigrants Justin and Heinricka Schmitt Monna. The Monnas did not formally live on the
property until five years later, and recorded their occupation as farmer, as it was for the previous owners in censuses.
This leads one to believe that the owners hired out the management of the grocery and other property businesses, as
censuses do not bear any grocery, tavern or innkeeping occupations of those living in the area. Justin was appointed
“Bank Watchman” for his area of the canal. Bank watchmen monitored their section of the canal for any damage, leaks,
or breaks. They also did light maintenance and reported any potential problems. In 1885, the Monna family moved to
Webster.

Philomen Morris and wife bought the property, but the next year, in 1886, the property with accompanying grocery,
hotel and saloon businesses, transferred to Margaretha Muller Knobel (Margaret Miller on maps) wife of Balthasar
(John) Knobel per family oral tradition and the1902 Greece map. The couple arrived in America with their children
circa 1868 from Germany and made their way to Monroe County (via Rensselaer County) in the mid-1880s. Balthasar
passed away in 1892. As with other owners before her, Margaretha’s occupation is listed as farmer. She passed away
intestate in 1903. All the children except her son Jacob sold their shares of the property to their brother George, who in
adulthood changed his surname to Knobles.

George Knobles, with wife Ida Smith, continued to own a share of the grocery property in the early 1900s but did not
live or work there. He was a poultry dealer and later a butcher, owner of Knobles Market at 21-23 Front Street and was
one of the first homeowners on Browncroft Boulevard.

After his mother’s death, Jacob Knobel, the other property shareholder, and second wife Louise Weiland (family is
namesake of Weiland Road) are living at and managing the Four Mile Grocery and Hotel. In 1907, the family moved to
Rochester where he became a driver for a brewery and pursued other occupations. Jacob sold his share to his sister and
her husband Frederick and Eva Knobel Kimmel who did not live on site, but at their home on Seneca Park Circle, now
known as Seneca Parkway. Around this time, George Dill was operating the saloon on property. He was once raided for
selling alcohol on a Sunday.

Fred was an electrician, investor, and businessperson. The couple separated around 1920, and Fred’s company went
bankrupt the following year. In1923, Fred signed the Grocery over to Eva who then made improvements to the grocery
property. Unfortunately, she ran into financial difficulties herself and it was signed over to a John Johnson. After this,
the line of direct ownership is lost.

Most owners of the grocery, kept out of the news, but many articles use the Four Mile Grocery as a geographic marker
for drownings, canal and boat incidents, crime, and life along the canal. The early owners were farmers and little is
known about how the grocery, saloon and hotel were managed and operated. The most recent newspaper notice related
to the Four Mile Grocery is in 1915, advertising free dancing and a fish fry every Friday at the Grocery. In maps
through 1951 there appear to be building remnants of the Grocery complex. According to City of Rochester property
records, the current buildings onsite were built in 1960 through about 1985 and are now known as the Ridgeway
Business Complex.

BANK WATCHMEN.
C. H. Guenther, Brockport—Brockport to Spon-

cerport,
| Nat Webster, Spencerport —-8pencerport to four
| mile ETOCery.
Justin ,“un[m' Greece —four-mile Broser) to
weighlock

Democrat and Chronicle, April 13, 1882

JREE daneing and fish fry every Friday
evening at the Four Mile Grocery,
Ridgeway avenue, Jitnevs will be at the
corner of Dewey and Ridgewny ave, Come

and Join the crowd. Everybody welcome
.
Rochester Democrat and Chronicle, September 9, 1915.
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Greece Historical Society
Greece Museum
595 Long Pond Road
P.O. Box 16249
Rochester NY 14616-0249

Your tax deductible membership in the Greece Historical

CONTACT UsS Society is available at several levels. To join, renew, upgrade your
GHS Office: 585-225-7221 membership or to donate a gift, fill out and mail the form below or
Office Email: bring it to our next program meeting. To pay via PayPal, visit our

website at www.greecehistoricalsociety.org
Only your donations and memberships keep our

Museum open. Thank you for your support.

greecehistoricalsociety@yahoo.com
Website: www.greecehistoricalsociety.org

GREECE HISTORICAL SOCIETY & MUSEUM Membership Application
(Please print) DATE:
NAME: PHONE:( )
(Last) (First) (M.1.) ( Spouse, if applicable)
ADDRESS:
(Street) ( City/ Town) (State) (Zip Code + 4)

E-MAIL ADDRESS:

Membership Classifications Annual Rate Select

SR New Application

enior (62+, Each) $15.00 — Renewal Memberships are tax deductible.
Student $15.00 - Upgrade Please pay online via PayPal or
Individual Adult $20.00 - _Donatlf)n ] make check payable and mail to:
Senior (62+) Couple $30.00 —Memorial Donation . : :

: — My donation is in Greece Historical Society
Family $35.00 - memory of P.O. Box 16249
Business, Professional $50.00 Rochester NY 14616-0249
Benef: Each

en.e act.or (Each) $100.00 E— You will receive your membership
Senior Life (62+, Each) $350.00 card and receipt by mail.
Life (Each) $500.00

Donation $




