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                                      Tuesday, February 13, 2024 7:00 p.m.                                                      

GCSD Transportation & Support Service Facility, 1790 Latta Road 

 

WDKX Celebrates 50 Years                                          
with Andre Langston 

 

This year WDKX, founded by Andrew Langston, 
celebrates 50 years of broadcasting in the Rochester NY community.   

It was one of the first Black-owned stations in New York State. He was the owner and 
general manager. His wife Gloria Langston assisted with operations and together made 
WDKX a fixture in the Rochester radio space. The programming and activities bring  
people together and keep our community engaged round the clock every day of the 
week on 103.9 FM.  WDKX call letters stand for: 

W stands for radio stations located east of the Mississippi River 
D stands for Frederick Douglass 
K stands for Martin Luther King, Jr. 
X stands for Malcolm X  
 
Andrew Langston died in 2010 at the age of 82. His son, Andre Langston, continues to 
operate the station as the current general manager and is our scheduled speaker. 

Come and learn the story of Rochester’s oldest family-owned radio station and its impact 
on the community. 

 

 

GCSD Transportation Building,                             

1790 Latta Rd.  

                                                                   
Baseball Coming to the                                

Greece Museum 

Our friend, Joe Territo, will be curating an exhibit 

at our Museum on “Baseball in Greece &          
Charlotte.” Planned to open in March, he is           
looking for local photos and memorabilia                
that anyone is willing to share that could                

be used to enhance the exhibit.                                                            

Contact Joe at (585) 797-8081. 

 
Team photo of the Barnard Little League Braves baseball team, 1956.. 

Photo Courtesy: Town of Greece  Historian’s Office 

https://www.facebook.com/joe.territo.1?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVgXmJfA3FhcI-Pg-H1UwDMe6UwU2XEqrE2wPWC7Y10uCm1_SE94RslYZsNiyNQvu-IbuGjIUcOhx93W_fXbaH_XCrKTqp_F7iQfbasUjbTJdr4qNUXxghunVl8if8q0hRCKJ6k24o1DhsVUEtyDctWaYxO3KDreFWgGCXrk4Vssg&__tn__=-UC%2CP-R
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 "President's Message"    

The weather in Rochester can sometimes challenge us. On January 9 in anticipation of severe high 
winds, the Greece Central School District made the decision to close all school activities at the end of 
the normal school day. As our Tuesday evening program was in a District building, we also had to 
cancel that evening. The program was rescheduled for January 23 and it was a wonderfully              
informative program. For the first time we live-streamed the lecture and had several positive                    
comments from across the state.  

Although we have been closed on Sundays, we have spent the time doing a little house cleaning, 
setting up for our upcoming baseball exhibit and planning a new toy exhibit for later this spring.  

Our annual meeting was held on January 18. We published our 2023 Annual Report (which is now available on our 
website) and sent it off to the State Education Department as required by our charter.  

Two surprises this past month were a visitor from Australia and a request for assistance from a TV station in Kansas 
City, MO.   regarding a deceased African American Rochester resident who possibly grew up in Kansas City. I was 
able get them in touch with someone who could answer their question. 

With the construction of the Community Center complete, we anticipate the Town installing a new driveway and 
parking lot in the spring. As most of you know by now, a new skateboard park will soon be constructed on the Town 
Campus directly behind our museum. The first step for that project is moving our storage shed. On January 14 a few 
of us emptied it of the snow blower, garden tools, and other outdoor essentials so the town could move it. We are 
waiting for the Supervisor to determine the skate park project schedule and if he will let us use the pavilion again this 
year for our Strawberry Festival.  

Unfortunately, recently we have lost a few more of our elderly members. Because most of our funding comes from 
memberships, please encourage your friends and neighbors to join and help us continue to tell the history of our 
Town and save the past for the future. 

Bill Sauers, President                               

Corinthian Mailing Team                   

 Each month a group of                                     

dedicated volunteers prepares           

our newsletter for mailing.  

If you would like to help, give us                                  
a call  at 225-7221 or email                             

greechistoricalsociety@yahoo.com             
No experience necessary!  

                                                                                                                                                      

Nothing is Ever Easy 

In late December, what  appeared to be a very easy fix to a leaky toilet in our building, turned 

out to be   a major project. A section of in-floor piping needed to be replaced and finally a new 

toilet needed to be purchased. Thank you to our volunteers Bill Peeck and Rob Cunningham for 

stepping up and taking care of it and saving us from   hiring a plumber.  

“History is a guide to navigation in perilous times.                                                          

History is who we are and why we are the way we are.”                                           

~David McCullough 

mailto:greecehistoricalsociety@yahoo.com
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/David_McCullough
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 “Museum Shop”         

Winter is a good time to take a break and look for 
new items to offer in our Gift Shop. We still have a 
large supply of 33 rpm music albums available for 

$1.00 to $2.00.  

We are always looking for new Gift Shop                 
volunteers to work with us. Just one Sunday a 
month would be helpful. Let us know if you are 

interested. greecehistoricalsociety@yahoo.com. 

The Town construction will continue, but we will have a new 
parking lot in the Spring. This will make our museum shop much 

easier to visit. 

Stay warm. We look forward to re-opening in 

March. 

Wendy Peeck, Shop Coordinator                                                                   

GHS Board of Trustees  
 

William M. Sauers (President)  
Bridget O'Toole (Vice President) 
Gretchen Kozlowski (Secretary)  

Bill Peeck (Treasurer)  
Cynthia Shevlin (Newsletter Editor)  

Rob Cunningham 
Ruth Curchoe  
Pam O'Sullivan  

Sandy Peck  
Gregg Redmond 
Dave Richardson 

Deborah Whitt  

Donald C. Newcomb (Honorary Trustee) 

We greatly value 
and appreciate your             

donations.* 

                                                                  
*Tax deductible per   

Section 501(c)(3) of the 

Internal Revenue Code. 

Our Calendar                                                                                                                       

The Museum is open Mar-Dec Sundays 1:30 -4:00 p.m. 

Office hours: Mondays10am –Noon  
To make an appointment send an email to:  

greecehistoricalsociety@yahoo.com          
                                 

Tuesday, February 13, History of WDKX                                                     
Sunday, March 10, Grand opening of Baseball exhibit                               
Tuesday, March 12, ROC 2024 Solar Eclipse: Preparing for Totality                         
Sunday, April 7 or 14, Girl Scout cookie sale                                     
Tuesday, April 9, Kannewischer family history                                              
Tuesday, May 14, Once Upon a Time, There Were no Televisions 

*Check our website or Facebook page prior to any event for changes  

Everyone who visits our 

museum is expected to 

adhere to all stated safety 

protocols, which are     

subject to change and 

may be adjusted for        

consistency with the  

latest guidance.  

Museum Closed through                            
February 2024                                                                                                                             

The Greece Museum is closed during 
January and February. We plan to          
re-open to the public with regular      
Sunday hours on March 3.                                                               
Office hours remain the same, Mondays 10 a.m.- noon.                                                                                              
We can still accommodate small private tours during February, by 
appointment only. Email greecehistoricalsociety@yahoo.com 

Click on our QR code to shop our books 

mailto:greecehistoricalsociety@yahoo.com
mailto:greecehistoricalsociety@yahoo.com
mailto:greecehistoricalsociety@yahoo.com
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 Greece History at GHS  

Ralph Francis: Black Activist and Abolitionist                                                                                                                                         
by Maureen Whalen 

This past November, Marie Poinan did a program at the Charlotte Library on the history of the Charlotte ferries and their           
operators. She caught my attention particularly when she mentioned that one of the first ferry operators was Ralph Francis, a 
black man about whom little has been documented. I was intrigued—a person of color operating a boat at the port of Charlotte 

during the turbulent decade between the Fugitive Slave Act of 1850 and the Civil War?  Could he have been involved in the   

Underground Railroad?  Since I was preparing a program on the UGRR to do at the library, I started researching Ralph Francis. 

For every well-known conductor and stationmaster such as Harriet Tubman and Frederick Douglass, there were dozens more 
men and women who remain unknown or about whom there is little information. Out of necessity, secrecy was the very essence 
of the UGRR.  Those who helped enslaved people on the run faced serious consequences if they were caught; they could be 
fined thousands of dollars and/or imprisoned for many years.  Therefore, very few kept written records or any kind of                    

documentation, making it difficult for historians to verify with any certainty the people involved in the network.  

Between 1850 and the beginning of the Civil war, almost 150 enslaved people passed through the Rochester area each year on 
their way to Canada. Two of the “Railroad” lines led to Greece, either at Kelsey’s Landing near the lower falls or the port at the 
mouth of the Genesee River in Charlotte; at that time both were located in the Town of Greece. Ralph Francis had a hotel at    

Kelsey’s Landing and then a tavern at Charlotte during that time period. Coincidence? Perhaps. However, Francis had a history of 

activism.   

Born in New Jersey circa 1811, Francis was living in Rochester by 1840 and according to the 1850 census he lived on Greig Street 
(or Greig Ally) in the Third Ward, where the majority of free people of color resided. He was a barber and with Benjamin Cleggett 
operated Francis & Cleggett Barber Shop, one of several shops owned by abolitionists, both black and white, in the Reynolds  
Arcade.  Frederick Douglass’ North Star office was across the street to the south and the Eagle Hotel, where people could get the 

stagecoach to Charlotte, across the street on the west.  

In 1843 Francis helped Douglass organize a four-day conference on black suffrage in New York State and in 1846 he was a main 
speaker at a second conference. There were two letters to the editor published in the Daily Democrat in which he advocated for 
the right to vote for all black men.  At that time free black men who owned $250 worth of property could vote in New York State; 
Ralph Francis easily qualified with holdings worth $2,000.  In the early 1850s he worked to get Rochester’s city schools                               

desegregated.          

To my mind it makes sense that he was engaged in getting enslaved people to Canada. Canadian vessels had a major                     
commercial presence at both Kelsey’s Landing and the Port of Charlotte. When his former business partner Cleggett died in 1917, 

his obituary in the Democrat & Chronicle stated that he was a likely involved in the UGRR. 

Francis disappeared from the Rochester landscape circa 1855. He left Charlotte less than a year after opening his  saloon there. 
Both of his parents and his nine-year-old nephew, who resided with him, all died in 1854.  A bathhouse that he erected at the 
beach in July of 1854 was burned down by an arsonist in August. Marie Poinan used her genealogy expertise and found him for 
me living in Peterborough, Ontario, Canada.  Was that arson a warning?  Was someone about to turn him into the authorities for 
violating the Fugitive Slave Act, causing him to flee to Canada? We may never know, but I’ll keep looking, hoping to find more 

about him.  

Notice in the Daily Democrat, June 14, 1854 

Reynolds Arcade in 1840 

Port of Charlotte 1856 Kelsey’s Landing historical marker in Maplewood Park 
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 GHS Happenings 

 

Share Your Stories and Memories       

We love to read stories and memories by YOU or your organization. Each of you has 
a story to tell. Submit a story about your group or a local history story or memory of 
growing up in the Town of Greece. Email your story to: greecehistoricalsocie-
ty@yahoo.com  along with a photo and brief bio. Your story should be no more 
than 500 words. Don’t worry if you're not an English scholar — we will edit as              
needed for continuity, grammar, punctuation, etc.  

2023 Annual Report  

Copies of our 2023 Annual Report were distributed at our annual meeting on 

January 18. Digital copies are now available on our website at http://

www.greecehistoricalsociety.org or you can pick up a copy at our museum 

during our office hours or by appointment, email greecehistoricalsocie-

ty@yahoo.com. Our annual report highlights the activities, accomplishments 

and events from the past year and gives an account of our financial status.  

Indigenous Peoples’ Rights in Western NY 

 On January 23, Michael Oberg, Distinguished Professor of History at                              

SUNY Geneseo and expert on the topic of Native American Culture,                                   

presented a fascinating explanation of the Constitutional connection                       

between the United States and the indigenous peoples of  Western New York.        

As disturbing as it was interesting, he continued by explaining the                                    

breakdown of  promises by the State of New York and others which led to           

an unwarranted removal of rights for the Native Tribes. 

 

 

Baseball Exhibit coming in March ! 

mailto:greecehistoricalsociety@yahoo.com
mailto:greecehistoricalsociety@yahoo.com
mailto:greecehistoricalsociety@yahoo.com
mailto:greecehistoricalsociety@yahoo.com


  

 

GREECE  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY & MUSEUM                Membership Application 

 
    (Please print)                    DATE:___________________________ 

NAME:____________________________________________________________________________PHONE:(_____)___________________________                                          

                       (Last)                             (First)                (M.I.)                             (Spouse, if applicable) 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

ADDRESS: __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

                                               (Street)                                                                                            (City/Town)                                    (State)                 (Zip Code + 4)                                                                                   

E-MAIL ADDRESS: _____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

         

 

Membership Classifications Annual Rate Select 

Senior (62+, Each) Student         $15.00 ______ 

Individual Adult $20.00 ______ 

Senior (62+) Couple 
$30.00 ______ 

Family $35.00 ______ 

Business, Professional 
$50.00 ______ 

Benefactor (Each) 
$100.00 ______ 

Senior Life (62+, Each) $350.00 ______ 

Life (Each) $500.00 ______ 

Donation   ______ 

____New Application     

____Renewal       

____Upgrade 

____Donation 

____Memorial Donation 

 My donation is in 
memory of  

__________________ 

__________________ 

Memberships are tax deductible. 

Please pay online via PayPal or 

make check payable and mail to:   

 Greece Historical Society         

P.O. Box 16249                                 

Rochester NY 14616-0249 

You will receive your membership 

card and receipt by mail. 

Your tax deductible membership in the Greece Historical      
Society is available at several levels. To join, renew, upgrade your 
membership or to donate a gift, fill out and mail the form below or 
bring it to our next program meeting. To pay via PayPal, visit our 
website at www.greecehistoricalsociety.org 

Only your donations and memberships keep our                

Museum open. Thank you for your support. 

CONTACT US  

GHS Office: 585-225-7221  

Office Email: 

greecehistoricalsociety@yahoo.com                                       

Website: www.greecehistoricalsociety.org 

Greece Historical Society  
Greece Museum 

595 Long Pond Road 
P.O. Box 16249 

Rochester NY 14616-0249 

Non-Profit Org. 

U.S. POSTAGE PAID 
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Permit #1188 


