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  Thursday, January18, 2024, 7:00 p.m. 1790 Latta Rd                                                          
Annual Member Meeting  

We will hold our annual meeting at the GCSD Transportation Building,                                                        

1790 Latta Rd. on Thursday, January 18, 2024, at 7:00 p.m. 

Receive a copy of our 2023 Annual Report, view a photo montage of our activities from 2023, 
and hear about our plans for the future. A financial report will be presented by our treasurer,  
Bill Peeck, and an election of trustees will be conducted. Trustees currently seeking re-election to 
serve a three-year term are Bill Sauers, Gretchen Kozlowski, Dave Richardson and Sandy Peck.  

The current trustee, Pam O'Sullivan will be seeking a term of two years.                                                                                                                             

Bill Sauers is a lifelong resident of the Town of Greece and has been an active 
member of the Greece Historical Society since 1998.  He has served as a board 
trustee since 2002, becoming president in 2007. Bill was previously an active 
member of the former Town of Greece Historic Preservation Commission and the 
NYS Document Heritage Program, Regional Advisory Committee. Bill is a retired 
engineer technician for the City of Rochester, and a retired US Army Sergeant 

Major.                                                                                                                                                     

Gretchen Kozowski. Gretchen was born and raised in Greece and grew up in a 
house that had her father's family home since 1938. She has been a trustee since 
2017, serving as secretary for the past three years. Gretchen has always had a 
great interest in history as well as her community and is looking forward to con-
tinuing serving on the board as a trustee and contributing to the well-being of 

the Greece Historical Society.  

                                                                                                                                              
Pamela O’Sullivan has been copyright, digital repository, and archives librarian at 
Drake Memorial Library, SUNY Brockport, since April 2008. Pamela is a member 
of the SUNY Librarians Association and the Jane Austen Society of North            

America. She is a regular reviewer for Library Journal.  Before joining the staff at 
Drake Library, Pamela was a public librarian for over two decades. She is also a 

professional storyteller. 

                                                                                                                                          
Sandra Peck worked for the City of Rochester Treasury Department from where 
she retired in 2015. She oversaw the billing and payment of City taxes, water 
bills, and refuse bills, as well as payments to City venders. She has been a     
member of the GHS board since 2006, serving as secretary for two terms and 
vice president for one term. She has coordinated the ticket sales for our              
Strawberry Festivals, our Pasta Dinners, and our 50

Th
 Anniversary dinner. Sandra 

has also helped run the museum gift shop since 2006. 

                                                                                                                                           
David Richardson was born and raised in Greece and graduated from Greece 
Athena High School.  His family's roots in Greece go back to 1881.  He is an avid 
genealogist, a Board Member for the Greece Education Foundation, Vice        
President of the Rochester Chapter Sons of the American Revolution, and a 
member of the Section V Basketball Committee.  He has been an Administrator 
in Greece Central for the last 20 years, serving as an Assistant Principal at        
Arcadia, Principal at Athena and currently is the Executive Director of Student 

Operations overseeing Transportation and Athletics.   

Holiday Open House                                                                                 

Sunday, December 17, 1:30-4:00 p.m. 

Stop in to meet our volunteers and board members, view our            

museum exhibits, learn about our past year's activities, enjoy some 

refreshments. and pick up a gift of history in our museum shop.  
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 "President's Message"    

2023 is almost over. As we age, time seems to go by faster and faster. Technology, whether we like it or not, is 
changing everything we do. It doesn’t seem that it was that long ago that the Greece Historical Society was 
using a typewriter to produce our newsletter; we had no email, no Facebook presents, and no website. We 
have come a long way, informing our members and the community about our activities, and telling the story of 

Greece. Our website has more than 70 originally written stories, 45 video recordings of past lectures and pro-
grams, all 54 Bicentennial Snapshots, and links to other important local history information. Many of our publi-
cations are available on our website and one, Pioneer Families of the Town of Greece Volume 1, is available 

through Amazon. Over 1660 people follow us on Facebook and over 900 receive our monthly E-News. 

As the year ends, I would like to personally thank all our volunteers. We depend on many volunteers to run our 
organization. Some may loan or donate to us a treasured heirloom, repair a broken light fixture, help with a single event, con-
duct research, or guide visitors through our museum. Still others of our loyal volunteers spend hundreds of hours during the year 
doing research and writing stories. With so many it is impossible to list everyone by name but be assured we truly appreciate all 

the great work they do for the Historical Society. 

Thank you also to our supporters from the business community, our members, the elected officials who encouraged us, and to all 

our friends for your continued commitment to preserving the past for the future!  

Whether it is through publications, programs, exhibits, or online content, we strive to tell the story of our Town of Greece. To 
keep sharing these stories we rely heavily on the support from community members like you. With your support, the Greece His-

torical Society will continue to seek innovative ways to preserve and share the history of our town. 

Have a happy and joyous holiday season; see you next year!                                                                                                        
Bill Sauers, President                               

Curtis H. Rossow July 12, 1942 – July 28, 2023 

The Greece Historical Society is remembering a retiree of the 
Town of Greece and former Director of Community Develop-
ment, who passed away in July. As Director of Community   
Development, in the mid-1990s, Curt commissioned the Historic 

Resources Inventory of 101 Sites of Historic and Architectural 
Significance in the Town of Greece. That survey eventually led 
to the formation of the former Greece Historic Preservation 
Commission and ultimately to the designation of four town 
landmarks. The Historic Resources Survey has been used by 
GHS and many Greece residents, to learn the importance of the 
properties to the community. He had a true love and concern 
for our town and its development, especially regarding its        
historic resources. Even after retirement he assisted a grassroots effort to try to save 

the DeMay hotel, one of our town’s historic buildings. 

He had a true love and concern for our town and its development, especially      
regarding its historic resources. Even after retirement he assisted a grassroots effort 

to try to save the DeMay hotel, one of our town’s historic buildings. 

Curt was a kind and caring person. His legacy will live on whenever anyone refers 
to that historic resources inventory or strives to learn more about our town’s historic 

resources, both those in the inventory and those yet to be discovered.  

Challenges! 
We have had a few challenges this past 
year, often with our muddy parking lot 
that is usually full of workday construction 
workers’ cars and occasional weekend 

lockouts. Not a big problem, as we have 
been using the front lawn for parking. 
Then on Monday, November 20, the   
Monroe County Water Authority shut off 
our water to repair a water main break. 
Luckily there were only a few of us there 
that Monday morning.  

 Steve Magnanti  1946 - 2023 

Local community groups lost a good friend this past September,           

Steve Magnanti, who owned The Signery, a sign shop on             

Stonewood Avenue. For the past decade or more, Steve had      

graciously made, at no charge, nearly all the signs, posters, and 

banners for GHS, the Charlotte Genesee Lighthouse and the    

Charlotte Community Association. His work has enhanced many of 

our exhibits. We will all miss Steve. His nephew Mark is continuing 

the business. 
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 “Museum Shop”                                                                                      

It’s holiday shopping time! Our Holiday Craft and 
Collectibles show was great. Although we had 
limited parking access, we had many shoppers 
stop in and sales were good. Everyone was     
looking for unique items for the holidays. Many of 
out guests purchased items from our Museum 

Shop as well. 

Our last open day this year will 
be December 17, so we will be 
open for tours and sales. We are 
then closed until March 3rd. 

Please stop in for any gifts you 
need for Christmas. Enjoy your  

winter holiday time.  

Wendy Peeck, Shop Coordinator                                                                   

GHS Board of Trustees  
 

William M. Sauers (President)  
Bridget O'Toole (Vice President) 
Gretchen Kozlowski (Secretary)  

Bill Peeck (Treasurer)  
Cynthia Shevlin (Newsletter Editor)  

Rob Cunningham 
Ruth Curchoe  
Pam O'Sullivan  

Sandy Peck  
Gregg Redmond 
Dave Richardson 

Deborah Whitt  

Donald C. Newcomb (Honorary Trustee) 

We greatly value 
and appreciate your             

donations.* 

                                                                  
*Tax deductible per   

Section 501(c)(3) of the 

Internal Revenue Code. 

Our Calendar                                                                                                                       

The Museum is open Sundays 1:30 -4:00 p.m. 

Office hours: Mondays10am –Noon  
To make an appointment send an email to:  

greecehistoricalsociety@yahoo.com          

                                 

  Sunday, December 17, Holiday Open House 

Sunday, December 24, Museum Closed,  re-open March 3, 2024 

  Tuesday, January 9, Indigenous People’s Rights in Western NY by          

Professor Michael Oberg 

  Thursday, January 18, GHS Annual Meeting 

  Tuesday, February 13, History of WDKX 

*Check our website or Facebook page prior to any event for changes.    

Everyone who visits our 

museum is expected to 

adhere to all stated safety 

protocols, which are     

subject to change and 

may be adjusted for        

consistency with the  

latest guidance.  

Donate to Our Collection 

Have an historic Greece-related item or photograph? We 

are always interested in unique items that help document 

the story of Greece and enhance its presentation to the 

public. We are a small museum with limited storage space 

which forces us to be very selective in what we add to our 

collection. If you have an item or photographs you would 

like us to consider, please tell us about it. Our collections 

team is usually available Monday mornings between 10:00 

am and noon. Give us a call (585 225-7221) or email 

greecehistoricalsociety@yahoo.com.  

                                                     
Museum Closing December 24 

through February 2024 

The Greece Museum will be 
closed December 24 and      

remain closed through                  
February. We plan to re-open to the public with regular Sunday 

hours on March 3, 2024.  

We do, however, plan to maintain our regular 10:00 a.m. until 
noon Monday office hours. We will conduct our annual meeting 
on Thursday, January 18 and continue our Tuesday evening     
programs on January 9 and February 13. If you wish to schedule   

a private tour, email greecehistoricalsociety@yahoo.com. 

mailto:greecehistoricalsociety@yahoo.com
mailto:greecehistoricalsociety@yahoo.com
mailto:greecehistoricalsociety@yahoo.com
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 Greece History at GHS  

A Vineyard in Greece by Jo Ann Ward Snyder 

Most people in Greece associate the surname Fetzner with the making and repairing of different modes of transportation. First 
with a carriage and blacksmith shop and then as the “fuel” changed from hay for horse-powered carriages to gas, the family 

moved on to selling and/or repairing cars.  

Patriarch Frank Fetzner arrived in the United States in the mid to late 1840s from Untergrombach, Bruschal, Baden, Germany. He 

married Catherine Mura, together they had eight children and resided on a farm in Greece with a blacksmith shop as one of their 
outbuildings. The driveway to their farm later became Fetzner Road. Sons John and Frank were the well-known carriage makers 
and blacksmiths whose enterprise was on Ridge Road. Another son, Joseph Peter (1856-1909), better known in business as J.P., 

became a maker of wine, liquors, cider, and vinegar.  

Perhaps making moonshine in the still on his father’s farm gave J.P. the idea to establish himself in the liquor business. In 1878, 
J.P. planted grapes for a fledgling vineyard on Long Pond Road, just north of Mill Road. He married Mary Hutte the following 
year. The Long Pond vineyard thrived and grew, buildings and operations expanded over time, including a storehouse, winery, 
mill, brandy distillery plant, and a house. There was an additional cider mill on Ridge Road. By 1881, he had founded the Roches-
ter Liquor & Distilling Company in the city of Rochester. As growth continued, in 1899, the name changed to the Lake Ontario 
Wine Company and the venture went public. The company produced wine, champagne (American Eagle brand), and brandies. 

It was a very successful family operation with its offices and distillery then based in Rochester. The cider mill, vineyards, winery, 

wine cellars, and woodland (to make the vineyard stakes) were in Greece.  

At the business’ peak around the year 1900, it was very much a family affair. J.P. was president and treasurer; brother-in-law Wil-
liam Hutte was vice-president; brother Wendell Fetzner helped for a few years with carting; son-in-law brewer, William Kipp 
(married daughter Minnie), was secretary; and son Arthur Fetzner was a foreman. The company appeared to be highly success-
ful, paying excellent dividends to their stockholders and allowing the family to live prosperously. Unfortunately, J.P. got pulmo-
nary tuberculosis, and died suddenly in 1909. With his passing, things quickly fell apart. J.P. had sold most of his personal land to 
the company as well as used personal funds to establish it. During probate, it was discovered that the stock shares were worth-
less. The family members involved in the business, as well as J.P.’s second wife, Josephine Neidert and his children from both mar-

riages, had to take other paths in life.  

You can read more about the Fetzner family and other Greece pioneers in Pioneer Families of the Town of Greece, Volume 1 by 
Marie Poinan and Jo Ann Ward Snyder. 

 

 

J.P. Fetzner Vineyard and Cider Mill location on Long Pond 

Road, just north of Mill Road  (1902 Greece Map) 

Joseph Peter “J.P”. Fetzner, 

1901                                                  
Courtesy Lever/Henricus Family 

J.P. Fetzner and worker at Vineyard on Long Pond Road. 

(History of the Brewery and Liquor Business of Rochester, N.Y., Kearse) 

J.P. Fetzner’s brothers, John and Frank, owned and 

operated the J & F Fetzner Carriage Makers,            

Blacksmithing and Painting on Ridge Road in Greece. 

Frank’s blacksmith shop was in the small building,    

John’s carriage making building was the larger.                      

Drawing by William Aeberli 

 

Pictures continued on page 5 
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 GHS Happenings 

                      Athena History Club 

On November 2, we were visited by the Athena History Club. The club, with students           
ranging from the 6

th
 grade through high school, enjoys after-school field trips to              

local museums and historic sites. The club’s purpose is to learn about the history of           

Rochester and the surrounding community. 

 

Rochester Genealogical Society Scanning  

On Sunday, November 12, we hosted a free scanning event conducted by volunteers from 
Rochester Genealogical Society. They used a new ScanSnap SV600 Scanner and Vivid-Pix  
RESTORE Imaging software. Visitors could also learn about the programs and offerings availa-
ble through RGS. Archival Methods, a Rochester-based manufacturer and supplier of archival 

storage supplies, was also there to give advice on storing precious memories. 

 

                                                                                                             

Pioneer Families of Greece, New York Volume 2 

On November 14, Marie Poinan and Jo Ann Ward Snyder discussed the methodology 

used to create the upcoming book Pioneer Families of the Town of Greece, Volume 2. 
They highlighted several of the challenges they encountered and the importance of 

recording family history. It is anticipated that the book will be published in early 2024. 

 

 Craft Sale 

We held our sixth annual craft sale on Saturday, November 19. Despite the extremely          
muddy parking and construction workers’ cars, we managed to get a nice attendance.           
The vendors seemed pleased with all the purchases that were made, and our museum  

shop was kept busy all day.  

                                                                                                                                    

 
. 

Continued from page 4            

                                                   

J.P. Fetzner wine jugs. The 

jugs were made by Jacob 

Fisher’s pottery business   

in Lyons, Wayne 

County, New York.        

To ensure a return for 

refill, vendors put their 

business name on the jugs. 

(Courtesy Bill Sauers and 

Jane Oakes, respectively) 



  

 

GREECE  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY & MUSEUM                Membership Application 

 
    (Please print)                    DATE:___________________________ 

NAME:____________________________________________________________________________PHONE:(_____)___________________________                                          

                       (Last)                             (First)                (M.I.)                             (Spouse, if applicable) 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

ADDRESS: __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

                                               (Street)                                                                                            (City/Town)                                    (State)                 (Zip Code + 4)                                                                                   

E-MAIL ADDRESS: _____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

         

 

Membership Classifications Annual Rate Select 

Senior (62+, Each) Student         $15.00 ______ 

Individual Adult $20.00 ______ 

Senior (62+) Couple 
$30.00 ______ 

Family $35.00 ______ 

Business, Professional 
$50.00 ______ 

Benefactor (Each) 
$100.00 ______ 

Senior Life (62+, Each) $350.00 ______ 

Life (Each) $500.00 ______ 

Donation   ______ 

____New Application     

____Renewal       

____Upgrade 

____Donation 

____Memorial Donation 

 My donation is in 
memory of  

__________________ 

__________________ 

Memberships are tax deductible. 

Please pay online via PayPal or 

make check payable and mail to:   

 Greece Historical Society         

P.O. Box 16249                                 

Rochester NY 14616-0249 

You will receive your membership 

card and receipt by mail. 

Your tax deductible membership in the Greece Historical      
Society is available at several levels. To join, renew, upgrade your 
membership or to donate a gift, fill out and mail the form below or 
bring it to our next program meeting. To pay via PayPal, visit our 
website at www.greecehistoricalsociety.org 

Only your donations and memberships keep our                

Museum open. Thank you for your support. 

CONTACT US  

GHS Office: 585-225-7221  

Office Email: 

greecehistoricalsociety@yahoo.com                                       

Website: www.greecehistoricalsociety.org 

Greece Historical Society  
Greece Museum 

595 Long Pond Road 
P.O. Box 16249 

Rochester NY 14616-0249 

Non-Profit Org. 
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