
  

 

Tuesday, September 11, 2012   Greece Town Hall, 7:00 p.m. 
 

 My Dear Brother:  A Seneca Family in the Civil War Years  
                                         by Deborah Holler         

   
Although the Civil War is most often thought of as a "white 

man's" war, many American Indians joined the troops. Union 
General Ely S. Parker, aide to Ulysses S. Grant, grew up in a 
remarkable Seneca family. Well educated, the Parkers have 

left a unique legacy of correspondence that provides insight 
to the dilemma of American Indian soldiers: fighting to 

preserve the Union that would disinherit them. This multi-
media lecture glimpses into their world of fractured 

allegiances, intimate yearnings and the family loyalties that gave them strength.  
 

 Deborah Holler is a mentor at Empire State College and   (continued page 2) 

S e p t e m b e r  2 0 1 2   

Programs       1 

Museum Events                                     2 

Museum Education                    5           

Historian’s File                     7 

G
R

E
E

C
E

 H
I
S

T
O

R
IC

A
L

 S
O

C
IE

T
Y

 a
n

d
 M

U
S

E
U

M
 

T
h

e
 C

o
r

in
t

h
ia

n
 

S e p t e m b e r - O c t o b e r  2 0 1 2  V o l u m e  3 3 ,  I s s u e  5  

O c t o b e r  2 0 1 2   

In every issue: Points of Interest: 

President’s Message  2 

Board of Trustees                 4 

Museum Happenings  3,5 

Contact Us   8 

Tuesday, October 9, 2012    Greece Town Hall, 7:00 p.m. 
 

Mr. Lincoln’s Army:  Our Documentary Heritage  
by Preston E. Pierce, Ed D 

 
This program examines the process by which the Union mili-
tary force was built. Information about "Mr. Lincoln's Army," as 
Bruce Catton once called it, is presented from government 
and private documents, artifacts, newspapers, and 
books garnered mostly from local museums and archives.  
 
Dr. Preston Pierce, the Regional Archivist at Rochester Region-
al Library Council, was a Social Studies teacher for 30 years, 
the Ontario County Historian for 29 years and an adjunct lec-
turer in history at the Finger Lakes Community College.  
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"President's Message"    

Our first ever Community Yard 
Sale, held on July 28 & 29, was a 
huge success thanks to the efforts of 
Cyndie Shevlin who came up with the 
idea and followed through with or-
ganizing the event. Dozens of volun-
teers helped out and approximately 
20 vendors rented one or more spac-
es to sell their wares.  The Museum 
even sold a few odds and ends that 
we no longer needed.  With rising costs, we need to 

keep coming up with creative fundraisers and our com-
munity yard sale could become an annual event.  

With no special activities in August we were still very 
busy. Besides our regular Sunday hours, we had a tour 
by a group from the Canandaigua VA, set up an infor-
mation booth at the Town’s National Night Out festival, 
conducted a meeting of the “Focus on the Future” 
group and were busy planning great programs for our 
2012-13 season. Upstairs at 595, we have purchased a 
new laptop computer and we are in the process of rear-
ranging the furniture and reorganizing the offices (not a 
small task for the volunteers we have available).  We 
have also begun scanning a large collection of 35mm 

slides with the intention of creating new “History of 
Greece” PowerPoint presentations. 

Our membership count has remained stable for the 
past year but we could sure use more members and sup-
port from the community. Don’t forget to renew your 
membership and tell your friends, relatives and neigh-
bors about our society. We have a new brochure (which 
includes a membership form) that tells about our muse-
um, society, programs, and volunteer opportunities. Stop 
by and pick some up to share with friends and family or 
we can mail them if you call or email us.  

Thank you for your support. 
 

Bill Sauers, President 

“Museum Events” 

 Sunday museum hours are 1:30 - 4p.m.          
The office hours are Mondays 10 a.m. to Noon. 

 

Appraisal Day                                      
Saturday, September 15TH                 

1:00– 3:30p.m                                          
See more on page 5 

Manitou Trolley Days                  
at Greece AARP  

Friday, October 19th at 2:00 p.m.                                                             

at the Greece Town Hall                                            
See more below  

 

2nd Annual Native American Day  

Saturday November10th   10:00 A.M.- 2:00 P.M.                                                                                                                        

Community Room A-B Greece Town Hall  

Story Teller, Activities,                                              
Displays from  GEORGE HAMELL.  

**** Can You Help Us? **** 

We are in need of Docents for our Museum 1 or 2  Sunday afternoons a month. Call Kathie Firkins, 621-2869. 

 

Manitou Trolley Days at Greece AARP  
 
On Friday, October 19th at 2:00 p.m. at the Greece Town Hall, the local chapter of AARP will feature the 
Greece  Historical Society with a program on the Manitou Trolley (1891-1925). The program was original-
ly developed by Ed Spelman in the 1970s using 35 mm slides. Bill Sauers, who has scanned the slides and 
updated the program, will be the presenter.  We will also have the opportunity to tell the AARP members 

about our Society and Museum, the programs we offer and about our newest exhibit “Greece in the Civil 
War”.  Membership information and other pamphlets will be available. 

(continued from page 1) 

teaches in the Arts, Cultural Studies, and  Literature.    

Having been published in regional and national 

magazines as well as academic jour-

nals, she lectures at national and 

international conferences, and cul-

tural events throughout New York 

State.                             
This event is made possible through Speakers 

in the Humanities, a program of the New York 

Council for the Humanities, with the support of 

the National Endowment for the Humanities.  
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“From the Desk of the Executive Director“ 
. 

We are currently seeking an Executive Director. 

Our 2012 Community Yard Sale Our longtime volunteer, Betty Fetter, was hon-
ored at the Greece Community Volunteers cer-
emony held at the Greece Town Hall on Au-

gust 18th.  Besides her 25 
years of service to our soci-
ety, Betty as also volun-
teered for many years at 
the Charlotte Genesee 
Lighthouse, the Friends of 

the Greece Library and 
Greece Baptist Church. 
Presenting the award to 
Betty was former Town 
Supervisor Don Riley. 

 

“A BRIEF HISTORY OF NOTHGATE PLAZA” a 
new booklet prepared by member Marie 
Poinan is now available for sale at the Greece 
Museum for $5.00.  The 
booklet chronicles the 
history of the plaza, its 
builder Emil Muller and 
stories of the Dobson 
family farm that preced-
ed the plaza. The book-
let is illustrated with 
dozens of photos and 
maps.   
 
 
GUESS WHERE AND WHEN  
Northgate Plaza has been in the news lately, with 
major improvements and the opening of the new 
Wal-Mart.  Although Northgate may have been the 
first “MAJOR” shopping plaza in the County, it cer-
tainly was not the first plaza in Greece. What plaza 
is this and when did it open?  The first person to 
respond with the correct answer will receive a 
Greece tee shirt.  Call 225-7221 or e-mail       
greecehistoricalsociety@yahoo.com. 

mailto:greecehistoricalsociety@yahoo.com
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“Museum Shop”  

It’s been a warm summer, but there’s been lots of ac-
tion here at the Museum. We’ve enjoyed many shop-
pers from Garden Club Plant Day, GPAS Garden Tour, 
and the Community Yard Sale. We have lots of great 
books and our new Greece t-shirts are very popular 

(remember, we even have women’s sizes). 

Did you ever think about checking out our volunteer 
opportunities at the Museum Shop? I enjoy meeting 
the visitors and helping them find the perfect gift for a 
special person. This is how we get ideas on what type of items you are 
interested in – your ideas. If there are things you’d like to see us offer, let 
us know. 

Come visit. Come volunteer. You’ll be glad you did. 

 

Wendy Peeck,  Museum Shop Coordinator 

Museum & Museum Shop hours:  Sunday 1:30-4:00 pm 

Officers & Board of Trustees 

For newsletter input, please contact: 

corintheditor@yahoo.com                          

Cyndie Shevlin, Editor                                                                                                                                                     
This newsletter is published bi-monthly by the editor 

for the Greece Historical Society and Museum. 

Please Remember  

The Greece Historical Society in your tax 

and estate planning. We are a non-profit 

organization supported by your                  

*gifts and endowments. 

We sincerely appreciate                       

your donations.   

*Tax deductible per (Section 501(c)(3) of the          

Internal Revenue Code 

 

Greece Historical Society at the                              

Greece Public Library 

The Greece Historical Society will be collaborating with the 

Greece Public Library, presenting four programs over the next 

year in the library’s new community meeting room.   

The first program will be: Saturday, October 13 at 1:00 pm.  

Sam Patch:  America’s First Daredevil:  
  
Nik Wallenda is just the latest in a long line of American daredev-

ils. The first was Sam Patch who made his reputation “jumping 
falls,” but will always be remembered 
for what happened to him in Roches-
ter on that fateful day in November 
1829. Attendees will learn all about 
Sam and children may want to try a 
“daredevil stunt” of their own.  
 
For ages 8 and older at the Greece 
Public Library, Saturday, October 13 at 
1:00 pm. Register for the program by 
calling the library at 225-8951 or visit 
the library web site: greecelibrary.org.  

President: Bill Sauers 

Vice President: Wendy Peeck 

Secretary: Sandy Peck 

Treasurer: Jack Wallenhorst 

Executive Director: Needed 

Honorary Trustee: Don Newcomb 

Trustees: Sue Hodge 

 Sandy Peck 

 Wendy Peeck 

 Bill Sauers 

 Paula  Smith 

 Cyndie Shevlin 

 Lee Strauss 

 Jack Wallenhorst 

 Viola White 

 Roberta Young 

  

Committee Chairs:  

Grounds, Building Scott Bowlin 

Historian  Alan Mueller 

Museum Viola White 

Museum Shop Wendy Peeck 

Newsletter Editor Cyndie Shevlin 

Programs Bill Sauers 

Publicity Marge Zercie 

Registrar Needed 

Tours, Education Kathie Firkins 
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“Happenings at the Greece Museum” 

Kathie Firkins, Lee Strauss  
Education Committee        

 

 
Native American Day  

Saturday, November 10, 2012    10:00 –12:00  
We are pleased to have with us anthropologist, George Hammel, the Native American Collection                

manager of the Rochester Museum and Science Center.                                                                                                          
He will bring rare artifacts from Greece’s early Iroquois fishing and hunting summer camps. 

Storyteller Barbara Bethman-Mahooty will engage us with Seneca tales. 
TOURS:                                                                                                                                                                                                
The school tour season started in March with Autumn Lane School, but in April, Linda Evans and I took "our show on 
the road".  We went to Longridge Elem. School with a preview of what the students would be seeing when they 
come to visit our home and museum. Linda dressed in "olden" day clothes and I in modern day to show the students 
the difference in teacher’s appearance nearly 100 years ago.  We made poster boards, talked about how transporta-
tion has changed and brought some games, toys and books so that they could have some hands on experience. We 
could see that the students were very excited about our program. The feedback from the teachers was great and we 
hope to be able to offer this to other schools in the future. Parkland and Pinebrook schools also toured our facility, so 
we were kept busy.  I would like to thank Annette Curatalo, Faye Cole, Linda Evans and Lucy Kraemer for their       
expertise and help.  Programs such as these can only be successful when we have such dedicated volunteers. 

On July 21st, Bill Sauers, Alan Mueller and I hosted a group called the "New Society 
of the Genesee". They were a  delightful group of people who like to tour museums 
throughout the area. After touring the house and museum, we enjoyed lunch at 
Pier45.   

In August we had the pleasure of the company of a Veterans group from the Canan-
daigua Day Care Facility. They were here for a tour and luncheon.  We so enjoyed 
hearing their stories and the history they provided. 

I would like to welcome two new volunteers:  Judith Chafel and Irene Cavallaro. We 
are looking forward to working with them in our museum. 

EDUCATION COMMITTEE:                                                                                                                                                           
We continue working on several projects including an interactive (hands on) educational area in the museum.  

“Education and Tours Committee ” 

Appraisal Day, Saturday, September 15TH at 1:00 p.m.                                                  
With the price of gold so high, what is my jewelry worth? What are antiques selling for these days? 

Tim Hastings of All Things Antique will be with us on Saturday, September 15th from 1:00 -3:30 p.m. to 
answer our questions and appraise items we bring him.  After a short program on antiques and gold val-
ues, he will appraise one item for each person for a fee of $3.00.  Proceeds benefit the Greece Museum to      

improve our exhibits with new technology. 

Mr. Hastings, having a wide knowledge of the antiques field, gold coins and jewelry, will answer your questions 
and tell you the fair market value of your article or coins. His shop is located on Dewey Avenue just south of Stone 

Road. 

It is interesting to hear about the history of a cherished family heirloom or to find out the piece you found at a barn 

sale is worth quite a bit. To get an idea of the value your artwork, plan on coming Saturday, September15th for an 

afternoon of learning what you have and what it is worth. You may be surprised! 
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    June 18th Festival Raffle Winners  
 

Memorial Art Gallery  passes - Arlene Fargnoli  

Strong Museum family pass - Jordon Foser 

George Eastman House passes - Scott Kozlowski 

Genesee Country Village & Museum family pass – Ann Denninger 

US Flag - Hugh Qutterson 

Green Acres Farm & Nursery gift certificate - Patty Salone 

NY Museum of Transportation family pass - Art Quattlander 

 YMCA six month Membership - Jan Coon 

Pier 45 gift certificate - Michele VanAuker 

Edible Arrangements  gift certificate - Nichole Freer & Ann Denninger 

The Looking Glass hairstyling gift basket - Beth Godden 

Van Putte's Gardens gift basket & gift certificate - June Wallace 

Where They Fell Book & Rochester History Subscription - Andrea Pollotta & Tammy Marthage 

Sea Breeze family pass - Christine Marlowe 

Rockcastle Florist  gift certificate - Bill Selke 

Grand Prize, Five oil changes from Firestone - Dick Evans 

 
Congratulations winners and many thanks to all our donors for their generous gifts. 

 

Please support our current business members and affiliates     

         

 

We want to thank                        

them for their                            

continuing support:   

            

Bowlin's Remodeling 585-944-9234 

Canandaigua National Bank www.cnbank.com 

Doan Dealerships www.doandelivers.com 

Greece Chamber of Commerce www.greecechamber.org 

Long Pond Auto Body www.longpondautobody.com 

Long Pond Family Restaurant www.longpondfamily.com 

North Ridge Glass 585-458-4041 

Northwest Savings Bank  www.northwestsavingsbank.com 

Tops Friendly Markets www.topsmarkets.com 

Vay-Schleich & Meeson www.meesonfamily.com 

Wegman Food Markets www.wegmans.com 

Many years ago William Gordon wrote a 110 page book all about the              

Manitou Line, the many hotels, and the numerous picnic gatherings along the 
line. It is filled with great photos, maps, charts and more. The book rights now 
belong to the Greece Historical Society and our museum shop sells copies at 
$10.00, which is a bargain. Used copies elsewhere are asking as high as 
$35.00. When you visit the museum stop and pick up a copy of Gordon's 
book.  It can also be ordered by mail (postage is extra) by calling 585-225-
7221. It’s a great nostalgic read about the slower summer pace in the Greece 
of long ago.                                                                                             Alan Mueller 

http://www.cnbank.com/
http://www.doandelivers.com/
http://www.longpondautobody.com/
http://www.longpondfamily.com/
http://www.northwestsavingsbank.com/
http://www.meesonfamily.com/
http://www.wegmans.com/
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1. Book page excerpt   
2. Trolley schedule 1909 
3. Elm Heart Hotel stop 
4. Child’s ticket 
5. Manitou Trolley– west end  
6. Trolleys passing on the line 

“FROM THE HISTORIAN'S FILE”  

    By the mid 1880s a steam railroad was planned to run from Charlotte to Grand View Beach. This 
plan never went beyond being chartered and was soon abandoned. The electric trolleys that began to 
appear on the streets of  large cities seemed a more practical solution for this short line, which would 
eventually be just over seven miles. 

 
The Grand View Beach Railroad was organized in 1891 and ran from Charlotte to Grand View Beach, 

which was not far west of the end of Long Pond Road.  By 1895 the line was extended to Manitou 
Beach with a long trestle over Braddock Bay.  Washouts and deterioration of the trestle caused the line 
to go into receivership in 1907 and a new company was formed in 1908.  Improvements were made 
along the line including a new Braddock Bay trestle. 

After the World War of 1917-18 the popularity of the automobile caused revenue to plummet. The 
Manitou trolley had never been a huge money maker and by 1924 it was apparent that it would have to 
suspend operation at the end of the season.  The passenger service was not resumed in 1925 and finally, 
the entire line and rolling stock was offered for sale in August 1925. 

If you live along Beach Avenue or Edgemere Drive, the former route of the trolley can be hard to 
trace. But, an odd rail spike or strange jog in the road often times reveals itself as part of that old Manitou 
line.  

 

The Manitou Trolley - Charlotte to Grand View Beach 

3 

1 6 

5 

4 

2 

Photos, data supplied by 
Alan Mueller,  Greece  

Historian's Office. 

If you have any information 

on our photos, call Alan at 

663-1706. 
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Membership Application 

GREECE  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY &  MUSEUM  

    (please print)  DATE  ______________________________ 

NAME  ________________________________________________________________________ PHONE:  (_______)_______________________                                       

                                                (Last)                       (First)                (M.I.)                                (Spouse, if Family Membership) 

ADDRESS  _______________________________________________________________________________________  

                               (Street)                        (City/Town)            (State) (Zip Code + 4) 

E-MAIL ADDRESS  ____________________________________________________________________ 

MEMBERSHIP  CLASSIFICATIONS 

 

 

 

 

Memberships are tax deductible. Please make check payable and mail to : 

Membership, Greece Historical Society  P.O. Box 16249  Rochester NY 14616-0249 

(Please include a self addressed stamped envelope to receive a membership card or bring completed form to membership meeting) 

CONTACT US 

 

GHS Office:  

Telephone:  585-225-7221  

Email: greecehistoricalsociety@yahoo.com                                      

Website:  www.greecehistoricalsociety.net 

 

Historian’s Office: greece.historian@frontiernet.net 

Corinthian Editor:  corintheditor@yahoo.com 

Greece Historical Society & Museum 

Help Preserve the Past                       

for the Future 

Greece Historical Society  
Greece Museum 

595 Long Pond Road 
P.O. Box 16249 

Rochester NY 14616-0249 

Non-Profit Org. 

U.S. POSTAGE PAID 

Rochester NY 

Permit #1188 

_____New Application     

_____Renewal       

_____Upgrade 

_____Donation 

Student - Senior (65 & over) $10.00 ___ Business/Professional  $50.00 ___

Individual       $12.00 ___ Patron  $75.00 ___

Family $20.00 ___ Sustaining $150.00 ___

Family Supporting $50.00 ___ Life Members (Each) $500.00 ___

Return Service Requested 

Support Your Local Museum 

Your donations and  mem-

berships help keep our 

Museum open. Thank you 

for your support. 


