
  

 

Tuesday, March 13th, 2012
 
        Greece Town Hall, 7:00 p.m. 

“History of the Greece Police Department” by Sgt. Christopher Bittner 

Sgt. Bittner will present a power point presentation on the history and 
evolution of the police department, from the first use of constables during 
the 19th Century, until the formation of the Greece Police Department in 
1932 (This year marks the 80th anniversary). He will also display various 

items of interest, to include: equipment, collectibles, 
news articles, etc.  

Sgt Bittner has been an officer with the Greece                  
Police Department over 28 years, becoming a                             

Sergeant over 23 years ago. He began to collect                    
information on the history of the GPD in 2005                              

which has evolved into Sgt Bittner becoming the                                               

“unofficial” Greece Police Department Historian. 
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 Tuesday, April 10th, 2012       Greece Town Hall 7:00 p.m. 

“Rochester’s Lakeside Resorts & Amusements Parks” by Donovan Shilling   

Through a photographic history viewers can return to the heyday of Rochester’s lakeside 
resorts and its five amusements parks: Ontario Beach, Manitou Beach, 
Sea Breeze, Board Walk Park and Glen Haven. It was the golden age 

of the trolley parks and lasted from the 1880s to the 1920s.  

Don Shilling, has been a science teacher and an elementary and mid-
dle school principal residing in Penfield, N.Y. for many years. During 
the past twenty-plus years he served as an instructor at the Rochester 
Museum and Science Center and has written nine books on local his-
tory. He also leads a group of local history fans called the New Society 

of the Genesee. 
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"President's Message"    

                        

An exciting new year has started 
at 595 Long Pond Rd. Already we 
have had record crowds on Sundays 
to view our Paddy Hill exhibit. The 
special Sunday programs have been 
well received and we have had two 
very entertaining Tuesday evening 
programs. 

Meanwhile in the upstairs office, we have started en-
tering data into our new software, PastPerfect.  This new 
program will enhance the organization of our collection 
to include photographs of our inventory along with do-
nor information. Other features of the software are the 
ability to share information with other museums and to 
make images and archives more available to the pub-
lic. For the next several months, with the help of our vol-
unteer and trustee Sue Hodge, we will be transitioning 

information from a format that was created years ago to 
a more modern database created exclusively for muse-
ums. To help us with this project, Scott Bowlin of 
"Bowlin's Remodeling" , has volunteered to make a 
photo station so we can better photograph our artifacts. 
Eventually, PastPerfect  will also enable us to more accu-
rately record membership data.   

Along with the new software, our goal is to become 
a more interactive museum. With up-to-date technology 
we would be better able to engage our visitors 
(especially our younger visitors) in their museum experi-
ence.  Along with these new goals, we are looking for-
ward to a roof replacement on the house, reconstruction 
of the back stairway exit, and finishing the basement to 
be used for school and scout activities as well as a work 
area for assembling exhibits and restoring artifacts.  

We have a full agenda, but with your continued sup-
port we feel confident we will be able to reach most of 
our goals. 

We now have over 260 people on our monthly         
e-mail blast. If you would like to be included, send an e-
mail to greecehistory595@gmail.com. If you are active 
on Facebook , be sure to “Like” the Greece Historical So-
ciety to keep current on our activities and programs and 
watch for Alan Mueller’s local history stories in the D&C 
Friday “Our Towns” section.  Remember “word of 
mouth” is our best selling tool. If you enjoy what we 
have to offer, please tell your friends. 

Bill Sauers, President 

“Museum News” 

 Sunday museum hours are 1:30 - 4p.m.          
The office hours are Mondays 10 a.m. to Noon. 

 
              Apr 8     CLOSED - Easter Sunday  
 

PADDY HILL and MOTHER OF SORROWS 

Continues through April                                 
See more on page 3 

 

WINTER SUNDAYS at the MUSEUM  

Continues through April 2012                          
See more on page 4 

 

NEW EXHIBIT OPENING in June 

Residents of Greece who fought in the     
Civil War will be featured.   

 

Vi White, Curator 

 

The 2011 Annual Report of the Greece Historical 

Society is now available at the museum                 

or on our web site at                                                 

http://www.greecehistoricalsociety.net 

STRAWBERRY FESTIVAL – June 18, 2012 
 

It’s only March and we are already busy plan-
ning our annual strawberry & dessert tasting  
festival for Monday, June 18.  This festival, our 
main fundraiser for the year, takes the work of 
many volunteers, from traffic control, to ticket 
sales, set-up & take-down, entertainment, food 

purchasing, and dozens of other small jobs.  
Last year nearly 500 of our guest enjoyed,  

what we considered, the Town’s best  
neighborhood festival. If you are willing to help  

us with this important fundraiser,   
please give us a call at  227-7221  

or e-mail greecehistoricalsociety@yahoo.com 
 

mailto:greecehistory595@gmail.com
http://www.greecehistoricalsociety.net
mailto:greecehistoricalsociety@yahoo.com
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“From the Desk of the Executive Director“ 

Please support our current business members and affiliates     

         

 

We want to thank                        

them for their                       

continuing support:   

            

**** Can You Help Us? **** 

We are in need of Docents for our Museum 1 or 2 Sunday afternoons a month. Call Kathie Firkins, 621-2869. 

. 

We are currently seeking an Executive Director. 

 Mother of Sorrows and Paddy Hill Exhibit Opening 

. 

      

 

.  

     Fr. Alex tells a large crowd the church’s historical 
background and tells of Felix McGuire, a pioneer in 
Paddy Hill who brought the first priest to Rochester.  
He often hosted itinerant missionary priests in his 
home on McGuire Rd. He also helped form the    
militia when the English attacked the port in     
Charlotte during the War of 1812. 

We appreciate the loan of some original photos of 
then Gov. Franklin D. Roosevelt at the occasion of 
the Centennial Celebration of the church.  

CH. 8 featured our exhibit on the evening news. 

See it on our web site, www.greecehistoricalsociety.net               

One of several      

from our Mother of        

Sorrows/Paddy Hill 

exhibit, this is a    

photograph from the  

Governor Roosevelt 

visit at the Centennial 

celebration of Mother 

of Sorrows in 1930.    

Lee Strauss being interviewed by Amanda 

Ciavarri of Channel 8. Our museum has 

been featured twice recently on Channel 

8. A couple of facts were incorrect in the 

broadcasts, but it was great advertising for 

our museum. 

Bowlin's Remodeling 585-944-9234

Butler Insurance 585-392-8006

Canandaigua National Bank www.cnbank.com

Flower City Printing www.fcp.biz

Greece Chamber of Commerce www.greecechamber.org

Long Pond Auto Body www.longpondautobody.com

Long Pond Family Restaurant www.longpondfamily.com

North Ridge Glass 585-458-4041

Northwest Savings Bank www.northwestsavingsbank.com

Pettis Pools www.pettispools.com

Sonitrol Security System http://www.sonitrol.com
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“Museum Shop”  

Spring is just around the corner. Stop by our beautiful Museum any Sun-
day and check out our latest exhibits. Paddy Hill and Mother of Sorrows 
is one you won’t want to miss. Check out the MOS 
shirts we have in our Museum Shop. It’s a classic shirt 
for only $2.00. Supplies are limited. 

Stay tuned for new items coming into our Museum 
Shop. I see a new T-shirt in the near future. See you 
soon. 

                                                                               

Wendy Peeck,  Museum Shop Coordinator 
 

All sales support the Greece Historical Society & Museum.  

Museum & Museum Shop hours:  Sunday 1:30-4:00 pm 

Officers & Board of Trustees 

Please send information for this newsletter to  corintheditor@yahoo.com. Cyndie Shevlin, Editor                                                                                                                                                     
This newsletter is published bi-monthly by the editor for the Greece Historical Society and Museum. 

Please Remember  

The Greece Historical Society in your tax 

and estate planning. We are a non-profit 

organization supported by your                  

*gifts and endowments. 

We sincerely appreciate                       

your donations.   

*Tax deductable per (Section 501(c)(9) of the      

Internal Revenue Code 

 

 

WINTER SUNDAYS at the MUSEUM 
 

The Greece Museum continues hosting special events on winter Sunday 
afternoons. The following is a list of upcoming special Sunday events. 
Most programs start at 2:00 p.m. There is no charge, but donations (to 
support the mission of the Greece Historical Society & the operation of 
your museum) are appreciated. Sunday museum hours are 1:30 - 4p.m.   

 
Feb 19  In Search of the Paddy Hill Players - Bill Sauers  
Feb 26  Rochester Public Library History, 1911-2011- Maureen         
Whalen, retired librarian, Charlotte branch.  
Mar 4    Country Quilt Barn Project - Lora Partyka 
Mar 11  Greece Volunteers Ambulance History - Dean MacGregor 
Mar 18  Apple History at  Hurd's Orchard - Sue Mahamer 

Mar 25  Weavers Guild of Rochester - Jan Hewitt Towsley 
Apr 1     Post Cards & Collectables - Jack Kemp 
Apr 8     CLOSED -Easter Sunday  
Apr 15   Looking at History with Fresh Eyes - Rose O'Keefe 
Apr 22   Art Show I - Greece Community & Senior Center Art Club  
Apr 29   Art Show II - Greece Community & Senior Center Art Club  

GHS Fundraiser    

at Cam’s Pizzeria         
in Greece on 

Thursday, March15, 2012  

(see coupon, page 7) 

President Bill Sauers 

Vice President Wendy Peeck 

Secretary Sandy Peck 

Treasurer Jack Wallenhorst 

Executive Director NEEDED 

Honorary Trustee Don Newcomb 

Trustees: Sue Hodge 

 Sandy Peck 

 Wendy Peeck 

 Bill Sauers 

 Cyndie Shevlin 

 Paula Smith 

 Lee Strauss 

 Jack Wallenhorst 

 Viola White 

 Roberta Young 

  

Committee Chairs:  

Grounds, Building NEEDED 

Historian Office Alan Mueller 

Membership B. Wallenhorst 

Museum Viola White 

Museum Shop Wendy Peeck 

Newsletter Editor Cyndie Shevlin 

Planning NEEDED 

Programs Bill Sauers 

Publicity Marge Zercie 

Registrar Betty Fetter 

Tours, Education Kathie Firkins 
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“Happenings at the Greece Museum” 

Kathie Firkins, Education Committee       
Chairperson and Tour Director 

                                        What Is It ? 

Hint:  Located in our kitchen exhibit. The first person                                                                                                  
to name this gadget will receive a $10 gift certificate                                                                                              
to our Museum Shop. Call 225-7221or send an                                                                                                                              
email to greecehistoricalsociety@yahoo.com. 

Item Needed~  
We are hoping to replace our very old refrigerator in the         

kitchen with a much newer model (less than 10 years old).                      
If anyone is upgrading and willing to donate their old one to us,   

please call Bill Sauers at 585-225-3760.  
The value of your gift is tax deductible.  

 

 

 

Our first Valentine Tea was enjoyed by      

nearly 40 guests on Saturday February 11th.      

A special thank you to Long Pond Family       

Restaurant for providing much of the treats   

that were served by our volunteers. 

 
 

 

Membership Renewal                                                            

 Please check your address 

label for your renewal date.   

Memberships from people 

like you provide about 25%  

of our operating budget.  

Thank You for your support. 

On Sunday January 22nd, Jonathan Arney, a member of the 
Vintage Aircraft Association told the stories of the Aviation   
Pioneers of New York & Monroe County.  

Our Feb 14th program with author Brian 

Bennett on the 140th N.Y. Volunteer Infan-
try in the Civil War included displays by the 
Military Museum of Rochester and the local 

history division of the Rundel Library. 

 

School museum tours will continue in April. 

“Education and Tours Committee ” 
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1. 1920s Grocery Store 
2. Phelp’s General Store 
3. Cooper’s Deli and    
Station 
4. Red & White Grocery 
5. Anderson Grocery 
6. Ridge Road Food 
Shop 
7. Reichenberger’s Meat 
Market 
 
See story page 7. 

     

" Shopping in Earlier Times (1900s-1940s) "   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photos, data supplied by Alan Mueller, Historian's Office. 

“FROM THE HISTORIAN'S FILE”  

If you have any information on our photos, call Alan at 663-1706. 
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In the early 1900s, going to the general store such as H.C. Phelps General Store and Anderson's Store 

(just east of Mitchell Rd. on Ridge Rd.) would mean you could buy not only staple goods, such as flour, sugar 

and canned goods but also kerosene, shoes, baskets and hardware. You might even pick up your mail and 

give the tag-along-kids a couple of coins for the penny candy counter. Soon general hardware stores began 

to take over that part of the general store. The Phelps Store and Ridge Road Food Store now concentrated on 

groceries, fresh fruit and vegetables.                                                                                                                           

The view of children buying a quart of milk pretty well gives you a glimpse of a grocery store in the late  

1920s or early 1930s. Most of the items are behind the counter for the clerk to get for the customer. A long 

pole with a clamp on the end retrieved items from the top shelf or a narrow ladder attached to a track ran 

the length of the shelves. The clerks were very agile and got plenty of exercise on busy days. The owner 

might man the cash register. In the larger stores the cashier might be behind a slightly raised, caged booth 

and take the cash, make change and stamp the receipt paid. Many stores had a sign that read, Cash Only - 

No Credit. But that was often amended if you were known by the grocer and deemed trustworthy. 

A credit balance could be carried and paid at the end of the week or month.                                                           

As the 1930s progressed, hard times made it difficult for the smaller stores to hang on. Gradually chain 

stores, such as The Red and White, appeared along with the A & P or the local Hart's Stores (with their re-

deemable coupons). One of the favorite premiums was the orange and black Hart's cart, available in two 

styles: the one with removable delivery wagon sides or the rounded corners sturdy model preferred by 

boys. Mom did a lot of shopping at Hart's to add up enough coupons for one of those.  

As the 1930s folded into the 1940s pioneer "almost super markets" began to appear, but the local markets 

such as Reichenberger's had expanded from just a meat market to a full fledged grocery. Along with 

McBride’s and several other stores, they served the Barnard area well for many years. Cooper's Deli-Grocery 

and Service Station on Dewey near the city line, operated by the well known Norman Cooper, preceded our 

present drive by and Seven-Eleven convenience stores. A similar operation was the Wind Mill Grocery and 

Gas Station at the northeast corner of Latta and Long Pond Roads.  

This is just a small sampling of the many smaller stores that once dotted the Greece area seventy to ninety 

years ago.  (See pictures on page 6, left.)  

“Shopping Long Ago in Greece” 

 

 

CAM’S PIZZA FUNDRAISER – March 15
th

  
 

Our Cam’s pizza fundraiser scheduled last January was cancelled   

because of a sprinkler malfunction that closed the shop for several 

weeks. The fundraiser is re-scheduled for Thursday, March 15, 

2012.  Purchase a pizza at Cam’s on Long Pond Road and the Greece 

Historical Society will receive a portion of your purchase.  

You must use this coupon/voucher or pick up one at the museum or 

on our web site. Thank you for your support. 
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Membership Application 

GREECE  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY &  MUSEUM  

    (please print)  DATE  ______________________________ 

NAME  ________________________________________________________________________ PHONE:  (_______)_______________________                                       

                                                (Last)                       (First)                (M.I.)                                (Spouse, if Family Membership) 

ADDRESS  _______________________________________________________________________________________  

                               (Street)                        (City/Town)            (State) (Zip Code + 4) 

E-MAIL ADDRESS  ____________________________________________________________________ 

MEMBERSHIP  CLASSIFICATIONS 

 

 

 

 

Memberships are tax deductable. Please make check payable and mail to : 

Membership, Greece Historical Society  P.O. Box 16249  Rochester NY 14616-0249 

(Please include a self addressed stamped envelope to receive a membership card or bring completed form to membership meeting) 

CONTACT US 

 

GHS Office:  

Telephone:  585-225-7221  

Email: greecehistoricalsociety@yahoo.com                                      

Website:  www.greecehistoricalsociety.net 

 

Historian’s Office: greece.historian@frontiernet.net 

Corinthian Editor:  corintheditor@yahoo.com 

Greece Historical Society & Museum 

Help Preserve the Past                       

for the Future 

Greece Historical Society & Museum  

595 Long Pond Road 

P.O. Box 16249 

Rochester NY 14616-0249 

Non-Profit Org. 

U.S. POSTAGE PAID 

Rochester NY 

Permit #1188 

_____New Application     

_____Renewal       

_____Upgrade 

_____Donation 

Student - Senior (65 & over) $10.00 ___ Business/Professional  $50.00 ___

Individual       $12.00 ___ Patron  $75.00 ___

Family $20.00 ___ Sustaining $150.00 ___

Family Supporting $50.00 ___ Life Members (Each) $500.00 ___

Return Service Requested 

Support Your Local Museum 


