
  

 

Tuesday, March 8, 2011          Greece Town Hall, 7:00 p.m. 
 

Jewel of the Sports World - The story of the Hickok Belt Award     
By Scott Pitoniak 

 
This program will deal with how the Hickok 
Belt became the most coveted award in 
American sports in the 1950s, ‗60s and ‗70s 
and how Rochester, where the gold, jewel-
encrusted belt was made and presented , 

became the center of the sports 
universe for one night each 
year.  Recipients of the award 
included icons such as Mickey 
Mantle, Muhammad Ali, Joe Namath, Jim Brown, Arnold Palmer 
and Sandy Koufax.  (Signed copies will be available for $24.) 
 
Scott Pitoniak, award winning 40 year Rochester sports writer.  
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TUESDAY, April 12th     Greece Town Hall, 7:00 p.m. 
 

Wells, Graveyards, and Ruins - Reconstructing a People's History 
Larry Feasel: Professor Emeritus, MCC 

 
History is more than the story of great events; it tells us how 

our fore bearers lived.  In doing this we can assess whether our 
history is one of progress and therefore, our lives measurably 
better. This presentation will focus on three tools to examine 
people‘s history. Wells can be time capsules telling us much 
about engineering, hygiene, and people‘s discards. Graveyards 
mirror life spans, family sizes, causes of death, religious values, 
and respect for ancestors. Ruins show us construction standards, 
community living, the movement of peoples, past occupations and sports.        
Continued on page 3. 
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"President's Message"   

        
 
 2011 has started off full steam 
ahead!  Beginning in January, we 
have had different events each  
week, including the opening of 
the "Firehouse Memories" exhibit, 
the presentation of several weekly 
Sunday programs, our successful Town Hall lecture 
series and a tour of the museum by members of the 
Senior Center. We also met with the newly formed 
Hemlock Museum Committee to help them formu-
late ideas for their proposed museum.  
          As of the first of the year, we have two new 
volunteers: Wanda Strauss, who will be learning 
about our operations and finding which area suits 
her best, and  Peggy Sloey, who comes in Sunday 
afternoons to help with data entry, record keeping 
or various other projects.   
        Our 2010 Annual Report is completed and 
now available on our newly updated web-site or at 
the museum. Our budget has been prepared and 
our annual tax papers filed. We have purchased a 
computer projector and a portable sound system, 
and the Town gave us two used computers 
(although they are several years old, they are much 
newer than the ones being replaced.) 
In April your historical society will be represented at 
a Statewide Museum conference in Buffalo. Alan 
Mueller will be hosting a meeting of county wide 
town historians at our museum and plans for our 
June Strawberry Festival, "Sweet Sensations II", will 
be underway. 
        Membership numbers are picking up, but re-
newals and contributions still remain an issue, so 
please check your renewal date and continue to 
support the mission, programs and activities of the 
Greece Historical Society and Museum. Thank you 
to all that have renewed and especially those of you 
who added an extra contribution when paying 
their dues.  
         Don't forget to let your friends & neighbors 
know about us. We may not be the Smithsonian, 
but we are the only museum in town, the only     
repository for the history of your community, the 
Town of Greece! 

 

Bill Sauers 

Museum News 

Sunday Programs This Winter                                                                           
The Greece Museum will be hosting a special 
event each Sunday afternoon during the winter 
months.  See more details on page 4. 

Fire Memorabilia Display                                         
Gene Preston continues to display his collection 
through March.. 

Doll and Teddy Bear Exhibit in April                    

Welcome to a new display of childhood            

memories. See more details on page 5. 

 

 Monday June 20, 2011                                            

Save the date for our annual Strawberry Festival 

and dessert tasting, "Sweet Sensations". 

            
Vi White, Curator 

Meet Our Newest Team Volunteer 

 

Welcome, Wanda  

During a Sunday visit, Wanda Strauss decided 

she‘d like to volunteer. Wanda helped Wendy 

Peeck and Sandy Peck with the Museum Shop 

inventory count and again in the shop the next 

two Sundays.   Wanda is warm and personable 

and fun to work with. She is a native of Mary-

land and wants to learn more of the history of 

Greece. She will be joining the next Museum  

Curatorial Committee meeting to learn more of 

the operations of the Society.  

   

We are so grateful for all our 
members‘ time and talent.                                                                                                

  

Wanda Strauss  
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Greetings to all of you – members, friends, families and neighbors! 

It's my pleasure to tell you that our Sunday afternoon programs are attracting 
may people who are enjoying the variety of subjects and especially many who 
are seeing our museum for the first time.  That's a big plus! 
We were curious to see if a short day time program would be attractive to visitors 
and so far we have had many visitors each Sunday. It's a nice friendly way to meet 
members and neighbors. Hot coffee or fruit boxes for the kids plus cookies are of-
fered in the kitchen. 
All the fun and food are included in a free admission. It would be nice if everyone 
would put a donation in the box and most people who are accustomed to visiting museums do 
so. There's hardly anyplace that doesn't charge. 
Our Sunday programs are extended through April, so come often! See you soon and bring a friend. 
 

You are special!  We need you – the community needs us.  

Lorraine  Beane    

“From the Desk of the Executive Director“ 

Please support our current business members and affiliates     

        We want to thank them for their support:   

            Long Pond Auto Body—Hose 22 Firehouse Grill—Long Pond Family Restaurant—Pettis Pools—                    
Brook House Restaurant —Vay, Schleich and Meeson Funeral Home—Greece Chamber of Commerce 

—Butler Insurance—Flower City Printing—Sonitrol Security System—Sarah R. Taylor 

LIFE  MEMBERS  

Presently there are 30 life members. Thank you for your support. 

Continued from page 1  

 

The objective of the presentation is to make us more attentive to our surroundings.  
 

Laurence W. Feasel, Professor Emeritus - Monroe Community College 
Larry taught history, political science and criminal justice for 38 years. He has a master's degree from  the U of R 
and a masters in theology at St. Bernard's Institute.  In 1999 he was ordained as a deacon and now serves at 
Rochester General Hospital as a deputy chaplain. He is a Vietnam veteran and retired Colonel, US Army Reserve 
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Museum Shop  

       Tired of staying home because of all the snow?                                 

Stop by our Museum any Sunday afternoon.                                                                                           

You‘ll find a copy of the book, Changing Vistas, a wonderful history of 

the beautiful Koda-Vista neighborhood from early days to modern times 

when you‘re here on March 6th for our Koda-Vista Program.   

We have replica vintage  toys  in our shop and our                                  

book club selection this month is  If You Lived 100 Years Ago.  

We look forward to seeing you.                                                                         

All sales support the Greece Historical Society & Museum.  

Wendy Peeck,  Museum Shop Coordinator 

Museum & Museum Shop hours:  Sunday 2:00-4:30 pm 

Officers & Board of Trustees 

Newsletter “News” 

If you have any questions, comments, or other important information for this 

newsletter, send email to: corintheditor@yahoo.com. Please type GHS in the 

subject line. Thank you for your input.                                                                                                                           

Cyndie Shevlin, Editor                                                                                   
This newsletter is published bi-monthly by the editor for the Greece Historical Society. 

Please Remember  

The Greece Historical Society in your 

tax and estate planning. We are a non- 

profit organization supported by                

your *gifts and endowments. 

We sincerely appreciate                

your donations.   

*Tax deductable per (Section 501(c)(9) of the 

Internal Revenue Code 

SUNDAY PROGRAMS THIS WINTER 

The Greece Museum will continue hosting special events on Sunday af-
ternoons. There is no charge, but donations to support the mission of 
the Greece Historical Society & the operation of your Museum are appre-
ciated. The following is a list of upcoming special Sunday events. (Sunday 

programs are subject to change.) 

  
FEB. 27  TOWN OF GREECE  Bill Selke will discuss development, organi-

zation, activities and senior housing in the Town of Greece. 

MAR 6   KODA VISTA HISTORY with members Mary Ellen Cappon and 
Jane Grant. Jane lives in Koda-Vista;  Mary Ellen Carter Cappon‘s grand-
father‘s farm became Koda- Vista.  Jane‘s book on Koda-Vista  will be for 
sale. 

MAR 13  HOME DECORATING  Board member and newsletter editor, 
Cyndie Shevlin will bring us home decorating tips.  Cyndie is a profes-
sional interior decorator.   

MAR. 20  CHARLOTTE GENESEE LIGHTHOUSE  Fred Amato,  past presi-
dent of the Charlotte Genesee Lighthouse Museum and Historical Soci-
ety, will tell the history of the lighthouse. 

MAR. 27  GARDENING IDEAS   Tips from local garden club members to 
help you plan your spring garden.  

APRIL 3 & 10  ART SHOW members of the Greece Community & Senior 
Center will exhibit their creative work. 

APRIL 17  GI JOE The Military History Society of Rochester will display a 
collection of 12" military action figures.  

 

President: Bill Sauers

Vice President: Wendy Peeck

Secretary: Sandy Peck

Treasurer: Jack Wallenhorst

Executive Director: Lorraine Beane

Honorary Trustee: Don Newcomb

Trustees: Sue Hodge

Sandy Peck

Wendy Peeck

Bill Sauers

Cyndie Shevlin

Lee Strauss

Jack Wallenhorst

Viola White

Roberta Young

Marge Zercie

Committee Chairs:

Grounds,Building NEEDED

Historian Office Alan Mueller

Membership B Wallenhorst

Museum Viola White

Museum Shop Wendy Peeck

Newsletter

       Editor Cyndie Shevlin

       Mailing Betty Fetter

Office Tech Jack Wallenhorst

Programs Bill Sauers

Publicity Marge Zercie

Tours, Education Kathie Firkins
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Tours and Education Committee 

Read Across America Day at Pinebrook School  Friday, March 4th 

           Our volunteers will participate in Read Across America at 

Pinebook school on March 4th. During the 30 minute session we 

will read If You Lived 100 Years Ago  to K-1 students. To make it 

more fun, we will include reproduction toys, an old fashioned 

game and some clothing as illustrations. 

           The students really enjoy these experiences and we are 

happy to share a bit of history. 

Happenings at the Greece Museum 

The Greece Museum continues to fea-

ture a display of fire department 

memorabilia shared with us by mem-

ber Gene Preston, a lifelong Greece 

resident. He belongs to numerous fire 

organizations and clubs where fire 

memorabilia is occasionally collected 

and traded 

among 

members.  

 

Kathie Firkins , Education Committee 

We now have a monthly e-mail list serve. If you wish to receive                         

monthly updates and reminders about our programs and activities,                                                

send an e-mail to greecehistory595@gmail.com with "SUBSCRIBE GHS"                                     

in the subject or find us on Facebook. 

Upcoming Programs 2011     Greece Town Hall 7:00 p.m. 

May 10th 7:00 p.m. Following a short annual meeting 
 ―Legendary Kate Gleason Comes to Life‖ by Janis Gleason 

 
Ms. Gleason is the author of The Life and Letters of Kate Gleason 

and is married to grandnephew of Kate Gleason and chairman of Gleason Corp., James S. Gleason.                   
"Muscles to Motors on the Farm"  by Dr Milton C. Sernett, originally scheduled for May,  

has been rescheduled to October 11, 2011. 

―The Wonderful World of Teddy Bears and Dolls‖ 

We are planning now for our newest display.                                     

We welcome members to share their happy memories and 

display their treasured dolls and teddy bears on loan for the 

duration of the exhibit. Contact Vi White at 663-1991                                  

or stop in on Mondays before noon. 

―The Well Dressed Woman‖ 

In the months to come our planned exhibits will include      

displays of hats, purses, gloves, jewelry, etc. It is sure to bring  

a delightful step back in time, reminding us of                              

treasured moments in times past. 
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Photos, Data supplied by 
Alan Mueller,                             

Greece  Historian's Office,  
Greece Historical Society 

FROM THE HISTORIAN'S FILE  

―An Italianate Beauty in Greece‖  
 

     The Colby-Shearman home was moved (due to the construction of  I-390) in April, 1968 in two sections 

about one half mile from its original location at 1777 Ridge Road West to 550 Latona Road. The imposing, 

early Victorian house is in the Italianate style. It belongs to the picturesque movement in architecture in the 

second half of the nineteenth century. The style was loosely inspired by the rural architecture of northern It-

aly. The house was constructed by Zaccheus Colby c.1855 and by1872 Colby had sold the house to his 

brother-in-law, Abner Shearman. Colby had been married to Shearman‘s sisters, Rhoda and (after her death) 

Jeanette. He died a widower at the age of 79 in 1891. Abner Shearman‘s descendants lived in the house until 

1970. By 1979 new life was brought into ―the house that Zack built‖ as headquarters for the Wegman Com-

panies Inc., developers and investors.  Surrounded by mature landscaping on a prominent rise,  it is screened 

from a group of one story professional buildings built by the Wegman brothers in 1984-85. The Colby-

Shearman house is included in a survey, done by The Landmark Society of  Western New York, of 101 signifi-

cant architectural sites in the Town Of Greece. The final assessment  that was given by the Landmark Society 

states:  ―The history of this building, beginning as a nineteenth-century farmstead, is highly significant to the 

town of Greece. The Colby-Shearman House, the Ridgemont Country Club and 981 Latta Road (the former 

Fleming farmstead) are the town‘s best examples of Italianate style architecture.‖  

 
     

Clockwise from top center: 
A. 1879 photo at 1777 Ridge Road West. 
B.  Moving the Colby-Shearman home to 550 Latona Rd in 1968 

C.  In use today as a professional building. 

D. The home today with circular driveway 

E. F. The grand staircase with ornate pier mirror in 1st floor hall 

D E 

F 

A 

B 

D 

E,F 

C 
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Recent Events & Programs 

Lorraine Beane showed 
slides and told the story 
of the Manitou Trolley 
as it traveled the lake 
shore from Charlotte to 
Manitou Beach from 
1891 to 1925. 

 
Jane Werner displayed a  
selection of handmade  
clothes and also  
demonstrated making  
authentic doll clothes for  
the American Girl Dolls. 

Edith Crawford teaches girls to knit. January 11th,  Kathleen Connor  highlighted  a 
variety of women who influenced George East-
man: his mother, his niece Ellen Dryden, lady 
friends, Josephine Dickman & Mary Mulligan & 
his secretary for 42 years, Alice K. Whitney 
Hutchison. Ms.                                                         
Connor is presently                                                          
the Curator of the                                                       
George Eastman                                                              
House, where she                                                                   
has 28 yrs expertise.                                                                  

Lynn Mantione‘s                                       
Depression Glass                                                  

program was held                                   
Sunday January 16th. 

On  Feb 9th, Chris Bensch, Vice President for 

collections at the Strong, gave us a presenta-

tion on the life of Margret Woodbury Strong 

and the development of the Strong Museum 

and traced the 

museum's path 

from a personal 

collection to its 

status as a major 

tourist destina-

tion. 



8 

Membership Application 

GREECE  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY &  MUSEUM  

    (please print)  DATE  ______________________________ 

NAME  ________________________________________________________________________ PHONE:  (_______)_______________________                                       

                                                (Last)                       (First)                (M.I.)                                (Spouse, if Family Membership) 

ADDRESS  _______________________________________________________________________________________  

                               (Street)                        (City/Town)            (State) (Zip Code + 4) 

E-MAIL ADDRESS  ____________________________________________________________________ 

MEMBERSHIP  CLASSIFICATIONS 

 

 

 

 

Memberships are tax deductable. Please make check payable and mail to : 

Membership, Greece Historical Society  P.O. Box 16249  Rochester NY 14616-0249 

(Please include a self addressed stamped envelope to receive a membership card or bring completed form to membership meeting)  

CONTACT US 

 

GHS Office:  

Telephone:  585-225-7221  

Email: greecehistoricalsociety@yahoo.com                                            

Website:   greecehistoricalsociety.net 

 

Historian‘s Office: greece.historian@frontiernet.net 

Corinthian Editor:  corintheditor@yahoo.com 

Greece Historical Society & Museum 

Help Preserve the Past                       

for the Future 

Greece Historical Society & Museum  

595 Long Pond Road 

P.O. Box 16249 

Rochester NY 14616-0249 

Non-Profit Org. 

U.S. POSTAGE PAID 

Rochester NY 

Permit #1188 

_____New Application     

_____Renewal       

_____Upgrade 

_____Donation 

Student - Senior (65 & over) $10.00 ___ Business/Professional  $50.00 ___

Individual       $12.00 ___ Patron  $75.00 ___

Family $20.00 ___ Sustaining $150.00 ___

Family Supporting $50.00 ___ Life Members (Each) $500.00 ___

Return Service Requested 

Support your local museum 


