
  

 

Tuesday, January 8, 2013   Greece Town Hall, 7:00 p.m. 
 

“Rochester in World War II” 
by Bob Marcotte 

 

Rochester industry was completely transformed during 
WWII to produce weapons, and other material as well, 
with women on the assembly lines in unprecedented 
numbers. This had ripple effects all across society, 
including an urgent need for day care. 
 

Bob Marcotte worked for the Times Union, then with                         
the Democrat and Chronicle, writing a weekly column on local 

history from 1976 to 2012. He has also written Where                       
They Fell, recounting the experiences of 17 regiments and             

batteries from the Rochester area during the Civil War.                                                                                   
He lives in Greece with his wife Cathy and their dog, Lulu. 
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Tuesday, February 12, 2013  Greece Comm. Center, 7:00 p.m. 

“Annie and Al on the Erie Canal” 
Performed by Fran Carlisi-Paxson and Allen Hopkins 

 

Annie Buchanan, as she’ll tell you, is the best cook on the Erie Canal, and 
Al, as he’ll show you with his music, is the canal-wandering minstrel, as 
they combine their talents to bring you tall tales, songs, and history from 

the early days of Clinton’s Ditch. 
 

Fran Carlisi-Paxson is a performance artist who per-
forms her stories at festivals, cultural centers and 
anywhere folks gather. Everything she does instills 
her fast-paced presentation with energy, humor 
and lively interaction with audiences of all ages. 
Allen Hopkins has been a folk musician for 40 plus 
years. He plays guitar, banjo, mandolin, autoharp, 
harmonica, dulcimer and other odd instruments. 
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"President's Message"    

 

2012 was quite a year at 595 Long Pond Rd!  
 
Upstairs we updated and moved of-
fices to give more room for file stor-
age to the historian’s office. We    
removed some furniture, replaced a 
small printer, cleaned out a closet 
and assembled some new desks. We 
sorted through our collections and 
removed several that were either 

duplicates or in poor condition. We 
began digitizing our 35mm slide col-
lection, cataloged the books in our reference library 
and built a new membership base on our new muse-
um software. 
 

On the first floor, new exhibits included the “Paddy Hill
-Mother of Sorrows” exhibit and the two newest 
“Greece in the Civil War” and “Girl Scouts, 100 
years.”  We added to the Native American exhibit and 
we published a new booklet on the History of 
Northgate Plaza. We held 15 informal Sunday pro-
grams in our living room and held eight monthly lec-
ture programs. 
 
In the basement, our Boy Scout Venturing Crew 1910, 
cleaned the place up and removed several years of ac-
cumulated junk and installed new shelving units. Out-
side, the Town of Greece DPW crew enlarged, sealed 
and restriped the parking lot; members of the North 
Greece Fire Department painted our porch; and 
Lakeside, Thyme in the Garden, Shorewood and 
Woodside garden clubs maintained our beautiful gar-
dens. 
 
Major fundraisers included the annual Strawberry/ 
Dessert Festival and new this year, a Community Yard 
Sale. As a special bonus, we received $1,000 from Key-
Bank’s “Vote You Choose, Greece” campaign. 
 
We closed out the year with a successful Holiday Open 
house on Dec 2nd . 
 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all 

our members, volunteers, businesses and community 
members who supported us this past year as we look 
forward to another great year at the Greece Historical 
Society & Museum! 

Bill Sauers, President 

“Museum Events” 

 Sunday museum hours are 1:30 - 4p.m.                
The office hours are Mon-Wed 9:30 a.m. to Noon. 

        

Rochester’s Early Aviation History by Bill Sauers         
Sunday, Jan. 13th, 2:00 p.m. Greece Museum                  

(More on page 4)                                                  

Behind the Scenes Tour: George Eastman House 

Wednesday, Jan. 23rd, 10:00 a.m.                       
(More on page 4)                                                                                   

Baseball History by the Roch. Baseball Historical Society 
Sunday, Feb 17th,  2:00 p.m. Greece Museum            

(More on page 4)                                                                                                                            

**** Can You Help Us? **** 

Volunteers Needed 
Our campaign through the mail and at our Tues-
day programs has resulted in a number of new  

volunteers but we still need a few more docents,  
greeters, gift shop help and other volunteers.      

For more information about volunteering please 
call Kathie Firkins, 621-2869. 

Susan B. Anthony House                                             

& Neighborhood Tour 
 

Reserve Early – Limited Tickets !              

Wednesday, May 22nd 10 a.m.-3 p.m. 

         
Tour will include: Bus Transportation, Hot Lunch,                                                                                          

Tours of Susan B. Anthony House, Dawn Noto’s 

home, Madison St. Neighborhood Gardens.      
(NOTE: This tour is NOT handicapped accessible.) 

$55.00 Members, 

$60.00 Non-

members.                  

Space is limited,     

call NOW                                                                                                              

to reserve:              

Sue Hodge,           

225-3833.                              

ANNUAL MEETING: Prior to our Feb.12th program there will 

be a brief annual meeting and the election of trustees of the 

Greece Historical Society.  
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Our Museum Community  

THANK YOU to the BUSINESSES                              
That Have SUPPORTED the                              

GREECE HISTORICAL SOCIETY in 2012 
 

Bowlin’s Remodeling 
Canandaigua National Bank (Latta Rd) 

Doan Dealerships 
Fleming Point 

Greece Chamber of Commerce* 

Greece Grange 
Key Bank 

Legacy at Park Crescent 
Long Pond Auto Body* 

Long Pond Family Restaurant* 
Mel's Diner 

North Ridge Glass* 
Northwest Savings Bank (Long Pond Rd) 

Party Productions 
The Signery 

The Villages at Unity* 
Tim Horton's (Long Pond Rd) 

Tops Friendly Markets (Mt Read Blvd) 
Ultimate Interiors* 

Vay-Schleich & Meeson Funeral &                           
Cremation Chapels 

Wegman Food Markets (Latta Rd) 
 

*2012 Business member 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR                      
LIFE MEMBERSHIP SUPPORT 

 

 Lorraine Beane, Beverly Bell, Nick and Mary Lou 
Borrelli, Delores DeConinck, Ardelle Goulding, Gor-
don A. Howe, II, Mary Groupman, Sue Hodge, Luigi 
Latragna, Ona McIninch, Fred and Phyllis Meredith, 
Bethann Mitchell, Donald Newcomb, Morris Rich-
ardson, Richard and Lee Strauss, Virginia Tomkie-
wicz, Beverly Tulloch, Deborah Whitt, Scott Wiley. 

YOU VOTED — WE WON! $1,000 KEYBANK DONATION                             

 

HOLIDAY OPEN HOUSE  
 

A good many guests visited us during our open 
house on December 2nd.  After entering the front 
porch decorated by Shorewood Garden Club, 
Father Christmas (aka Brian Hardick of Party Pro-
ductions) greeted everyone as they entered our 
living room which was decorated by Cyndie 
Shevlin of Ultimate Interiors.  Music was provided 

by Page Doerner. For the first time in our muse-
um, guests could peek into a secret room of 
Christmas memories. Cookies and other goodies 
were provided by the Villages at Unity and the 
Long Pond Tim Hortons.  
 Bill Selke and Lucille Bearden won the raffle gift 
baskets. Winning the word search game of 
$10.00 gift cer-
tificates for our 
museum shop 
were Bill Coe 
and Kathy         
Anderson.  
 

As result of KeyBank's "“You Choose Community Polls" , the Greece Historical  
Society was one of the top nonprofit organizations in Greece receiving            

the most votes which resulted in our receiving a check for $1,000.                                          
Thank you to everyone who voted for the Greece Historical Society.                                                                

Receiving the check from James Carriero, President, Rochester District, Key Bank, 
is Bill Sauers, Alan Mueller and Sue Hodge.  
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“Museum Shop”  

This has been an exciting year for us. Many visitors 
are amazed at the great gift selections in our Mu-
seum Shop. Our Northgate book has been a tre-
mendous success; so many people enjoy reminisc-
ing about a childhood memory. We just received a 
new shipment of our colorful Manitou Trolley post-
er, selling for only $10. We also have books on lo-
cal history, local places of interest to visit, children’s 
books of local interest, our famous ‘Eight Miles 

Along the Shore’ book, and more.  
 
Stop by and visit us soon.  
Happy New Year! 

 
Wendy Peeck,   
Museum Shop Coordinator 

Museum & Museum Shop hours:  Sunday 1:30-4:00 pm 

Officers & Board of Trustees 

For newsletter input, please contact: 

corintheditor@yahoo.com                          

Cyndie Shevlin, Editor                                                                                                                                                     
This newsletter is published bi-monthly by the editor 

for the Greece Historical Society and Museum. 

Please Remember  

The Greece Historical Society in your tax 

and estate planning. We are a non-profit 

organization supported by your                  

*gifts and endowments. 

We sincerely appreciate                       

your donations.   

*Tax deductible per (Section 501(c)(3) of the          

Internal Revenue Code 

 

2013 Upcoming Sunday 2:00p.m. Programs       

Jan 13th:  Rochester’s Early Aviation History  by Bill Sauers 

Rochester has a rich history in early aviation.  Learn about some of our 
early characters of aviation, the first local flights in 1910 and 1911 and 
the history of one of the oldest airfields in the country that was once 
named for a former Town of Greece Supervisor. 

Feb17th: Baseball History by the Rochester Baseball Historical Society  

This interactive presentation, including a display of authentic baseball 
artifacts, demonstrates the role equipment played in baseball’s evolu-
tion.  

President: Bill Sauers 

Vice President: Wendy Peeck 

Secretary: Sandy Peck 

Treasurer: Jack Wallenhorst 

Executive Director: Needed 

Honorary Trustee: Don Newcomb 

Trustees: Sue Hodge 

 Sandy Peck 

 Wendy Peeck 

 Bill Sauers 

 Paula  Smith 

 Cyndie Shevlin 

 Lee Strauss 

 Jack Wallenhorst 

 Viola White 

 Roberta Young 

  

Committee Chairs:  

Grounds, Building Scott Bowlin 

Historian  Alan Mueller 

Museum Viola White 

Museum Shop Wendy Peeck 

Newsletter Editor Cyndie Shevlin 

Programs Bill Sauers 

Publicity Marge Zercie 

Registrar Needed 

Tours, Education Kathie Firkins 

Behind the Scenes Tour of the George Eastman House              

with Curator Kathy Connor    

 Wednesday, Jan. 23, 2013, 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

  

See George Eastman’s attic and other rooms not open to the  

public on this guided tour of the George Eastman House.  We will 

meet at our Museum, 595 Long Pond Rd. at 9:30 a.m. to car pool 

(if desired) to the George Eastman House for the 10 a.m. 

tour.  Lunch is on our own in the Café at noon.   

Tour is $12.00, $10.00 for seniors, payable at the Eastman House.   

Limit 25 people call Alan or Lee at 225-7221  

or email  greecehistoricalsociety@yahoo.com  

mailto:greecehistoricalsociety@yahoo.com
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“Happenings at the Greece Museum” 

Kathie Firkins, Tour Director and Education Consultant  

 

 

“Education and Tours Committee” 

We were very busy during the month of November preparing for 
our 2nd annual Native American Day held on November 10th at the 
Greece Town Hall. Mr. George Hamell from the Rochester Museum 
and Science Center, along with story teller Barbara Bethman-
Mahooty (center) kept the audience's interest peaked. Mr. Hamell 
spoke first, talked about the artifacts that he brought with him and 
also answered questions. Barbara shared many stories not only 
about her own life but also some wonderful Native American tales. 
She also allowed time and answered many questions.    

  
Marie Poinan (with Alan Mueller, left) was on hand to sign copies of 
her booklet, “A Brief History of Northgate Plaza”. Bob Dobson told of 
finding early Indian artifacts on their farm in 1934. Read the details in 
our new Northgate booklet. Young Thomas Firkins was our computer 
expert helping people browse through several web-sites related to Na-
tive Americans. Linda Evans, who is one of our best resources, was 
there with stuffed animals, maps, posters and books. Lee Strauss 
brought several items from our  museum to share and as always Bill 
Sauers was there to do whatever we needed.  
We are looking forward to making this an annual event.   
 

The Education Committee continues to meet regularly.  Our next focus is to make an area where both 
children and adults will have interactive, hands on experience. 

Museum Studies Students Writing Grants 

St. John Fisher museum studies students, Shaina Sarkis, and Burnette Woody visited the Greece Mu-
seum recently as part of their field work for their coursework in Museum Studies.  Their instructor is Kathy 
Connor, curator of the George Eastman House.  As part of their assignment, they will be working for the 

Greece Historical Society writing two grants. 

Shaina is writing a grant for archival storage materials which we sorely need. For example a dust 
cover garment bag for a gown or wedding dress costs $68.00. We are concentrating on hat, shoes, small 
items such as glasses, and our oldest garments for the grant.   

Burnette  is a Special Education teacher in Marion, NY. In response to us mentioning a desire to 
make our museum more kid-friendly with hands-on activities, she has suggested writing a grant for a 

Smart board for our museum as a means of expanding the exhibits or offering information we cannot ex-
hibit ourselves because we do not have the artifacts. One example would be a short video on Ice Harvest-
ing, which we have. Another example would be Snow Snake Games among the Iroquois Nations.  It is a 
great winter sport with keen competition the Haudenosaunee enjoy.  We have a video of Oneida Na-
tion’s game being played. Another use is interactive sites children might enjoy since you can also write on 
the board with just your finger. It would be a new experience for all our museum visitors. We could also 
produce our own programs and slideshows.  
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    2013 VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES   

Got some extra time?  Want a project to sink your teeth into?  Have we got the job for you! 

Working times are very flexible. Please contact Lee at 225-7221(office) or 227-5305(home)                                    
or email us at greecehistoricalsociety@yahoo.com. 

 Digitize archival records.  Scan onto archival discs Society records, exhibit information, history records, slides, 
photos, documents. You will be surprised at how much you learn. 

 Data entry:  Our Pastperfect Museum Software is waiting for eager hands to enter the information about the 
artifacts in the Society’s collection.  It is an easy, user friendly program.  If you like antiques, this will be a fun pro-
ject. 

 Gift shop volunteer:  Clerking in the gift shop is an opportunity to meet new people, helping guests choose a 
gift of history for someone on their Christmas list, along with greeting visitors and directing them to the museum.  
Volunteers usually work one Sunday afternoon (from 1:15 to 4:00 p.m.) a month or every other month. Plus, you 

can browse our books. 

 Office assistant:  Filing, answering the phone, typing letters, helping with the newsletter mailing,  just typical 
office work.  It never ends!  You would be doing the Society a great service if you could work on a Tuesday or 
Wednesday morning from 9:30 to noon once a week or as little as once a month. 

COMMUNITY VOLUNTEER FAIR                                                                                                                                                                             

The Town of Greece will be hosting a Community Volunteer Fair at the Greece                                      
Community & Senior Center on  Monday, January 28, 2013, 5:00—8:00 p.m.   

This event is designed to allow organizations, including the GREECE HISTORICAL SOCIETY, the oppor-
tunity to showcase who they are and what they do while giving prospective volunteers the chance to 

learn about a variety of volunteer opportunities in our community. Volunteers are the backbone of non-

profit organizations like ours. Not only do they contribute to the success of these organizations, they 
enhance our community as a whole.  Interested in making a difference in your community in 2013? 

Come to the Community Volunteer Fair to learn about all the great volunteer opportunities that exist in 
our community!  Visit www.greeceny.gov or call 225-2000 for more information.             

    

 

Results are in from “Roc-The-Day” 
the 24 hour day of giving organized 
by the United Way of Greater Roch-
ester held on Dec 12th.  We were 
fortunate to receive a total of 
$526.40 from generous supporters. 
Thank you to everyone who con-
tributed; we truly appreciate the 
support from the community.   

After decorating the front porch for the   

holiday season, the Lakeview Garden 

Club gathered for a group photo. 

(l to r:) Carol Weiser, Sandra Steinle,   

Bobbie Young, Jackie Jandrew, Barbara 

Gardner, Sallie Parsons, Joanne Ristuccia, 

Terry  McEntee, Joan DiGiacomo and 

Marcia Pawlaczk.                                                        

Trolley Poster 

A reproduction of 
the Martha McFall 
1962 watercolor, it 
measures 13”x 22” 

on a 16”x 24” poster 
board. Get one for 

just $10 in our            
Museum Shop. 

mailto:greecehistoricalsociety@yahoo.com
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1. Goulding painting 
2,3.4. Ice Harvesting 
5.Ice Harvesting guide. 

“FROM THE HISTORIAN'S FILE”  

         When some local farmers saw the thermometer dipping colder and colder below freezing for a few 
days they knew that it would be time to get the ice harvesting equipment ready for use on the ponds 
and a few temporary dammed creeks in Greece. Long Pond and Cranberry Pond were ideal places for 
such a labor intensive operation.  When the ice was four inches thick it would support a horse. Five   
inches or more would be safe for a team of horses with a two ton loaded sleigh.   
     Ice cutting might start at the end of December and continue until late February.  If it was a very cold 
winter two harvests might be possible. Rain would shut down any further harvesting as it became too 
slushy for man or beast.  Some years there was no harvesting as the ice never became thick enough. 
     The general weight of each cake might be 300 to 400 pounds. The cakes were stored in insulated 
frame storage buildings, close to the body of water. They could be as small as today's garden shed or as 

big as a horse barn.  Most in our area were of a fairly modest dimension.  During the warmer months lo-
cal folk usually visited the large ice houses where they could purchase ice cut in 25, 50 and 100 pound 
blocks.  These were the convenient sizes to put in their own ice boxes. The many summer hotels along 
the lake frequently obtained ice locally or they might have their own ice house.   
      Artificial ice making machines began to appear in the late 19th century, but at first this industry main-
ly supplied the railroad refrigerator cars.  By about 1910 the first electric home refrigeration machines 
came on the market. They were expensive, plus the cooling machinery was large and often relegated to 
the basement. The cost and size of the refrigerator dropped by the mid-1920s with the introduction of 
the G-E monitor top model, available in several sizes and prices. This spelled the quick demise of ice har-
vesting in Greece and elsewhere. The electrification of Greece was completed by the late 1930s and time 
payment plans were available to purchase a new "electric ice box", as they were often called.   
      Visit our museum and see additional information on ice harvesting and view two walls of Walt Gould-
ing’s paintings of ice harvesting in the early days. Also on display are several ice harvesting saws and ice 
pole-hooks, part of our collection from the Skinner family of Manitou Road. There is a golden oak ice box 
and in our 1930s exhibit, see a "Mrs. Happy Housewife's" G-E monitor top ELECTRIC Refrigerator.  

“Ice Harvesting in the Long Ago” 

5 

1 

4 

2 

Photos, data  supplied by Alan 
Mueller,  Greece  
Historian's Office. 

If you have any information on 

our photos, call Alan                   

at 663-1706 

3 
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Membership Application 

GREECE  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY &  MUSEUM  

    (Please print)  DATE:_____________________________ 

NAME:_______________________________________________________________________ PHONE:(_____)_______________________                                              
                       (Last)                             (First)                (M.I.)                             (Spouse, if applicable) 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
ADDRESS:  ___________________________________________________________________________ 

                          (Street)                                                   (City/Town)                (State)             (Zip Code + 4)                                                                                    

                       

E-MAIL ADDRESS:  ___________________________________________________________ 

MEMBERSHIP  CLASSIFICATIONS 

 

 

                                                                                              

 

 Memberships are tax deductible. Please pay online via PayPal or make check payable and mail to : 

 Greece Historical Society  P.O. Box 16249  Rochester NY 14616-0249 
You will receive your membership card(s) and receipt by return mail.  

CONTACT US 
 

GHS Office: 585-225-7221  

Email: greecehistoricalsociety@yahoo.com                                       

Website:  www.greecehistoricalsociety.net 

Historian’s Office: greece.historian@frontiernet.net                       

Corinthian Editor:  corintheditor@yahoo.com 

Greece Historical Society  
Greece Museum 

595 Long Pond Road 
P.O. Box 16249 

Rochester NY 14616-0249 

Non-Profit Org. 

U.S. POSTAGE PAID 

Rochester NY 

Permit #1188 

_____New Application     

_____Renewal       

_____Upgrade 

_____Donation 

Return Service Requested 

Your donations and memberships 

help keep our Museum open.  

Thank you for your support. 

Student-Senior (65 & over) $10.00  ___ Business/Professional   $50.00  ___ 

Individual        $12.00  ___ Patron   $75.00  ___ 

Family $20.00  ___ Sustaining $150.00  ___ 

Supporting $50.00  ___ Life Members (Each) $500.00  ___ 

Your membership dollars help support the preservation of your town’s history and make it possible for the Society to share 
it with the community through programs, publications, and the Greece Museum exhibits. Your dollars also help maintain our 
historic farm house, owned solely by the Society, which sits on land leased from the Town of Greece. 

Your tax deductible membership in the Greece Historical Society is 

available at several levels. To join, renew, upgrade your membership or 

to donate a gift, fill out and mail the form below or bring it to our next 

program meeting. To pay via PayPal, visit our website at 

www.greecehistoricalsociety.net. 

Check your address label for your next membership renewal 

date. When it is time for your to renewal, please consider upgrading. 


