
  

 

Tuesday, January 10th, 2012
 
        Greece Town Hall, 7:00 p.m. 

"Innocent Recreation - the Development of the Agricultural Fair” 

by Lynn Belluscio, Curator of the Jello Museum 

In 1812, Elkanah Watson exhibited three 
Merino sheep under the elm trees on the 
square in Pittsfield, Massachusetts.  The 
success of this humble agricultural exhibition 
encouraged Watson to develop the Berkshire 
System for Agricultural Society Fairs which 
became the basis for all county and state fairs. 
Mrs. Belluscio will share this program about 
the development of the Agricultural Fair and 
Elkanah Watson's Berkshire System.  

Mrs. Belluscio originally presented this program in Washington, D.C                      
at the Smithsonian Institution.         
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 Tuesday, February 14, 2012       Greece Town Hall 7:00 p.m. 

“Sons of Old Monroe: The 140th N.Y. Volunteer Infantry” 

by Brian Bennett 

Brian Bennett, author of three books relating to the 140th N.Y., 
will discuss and share images associated with the service of this 

local Civil War unit. Recruited in 1862 and composed of men 
from across Monroe County, including Greece, its story is at the 
same time typical and unique among Northern regiments. By 

war’s end, the 140th had a well-earned reputation as an elite 
unit, due in large part to the key role it played at the battle of 

Gettysburg. 
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"President's Message"   

2011 was quite a year…. We started off 
the year with Gene Preston’s fire-
fighting exhibit, one of our most suc-
cessful feature exhibits ever, while si-
multaneously featuring a special event 
every Sunday from January through 
April. Beginning in May the museum 
was full of teddy bears as we hosted a 
teddy bear and doll appraisal with 
Helene Marlowe. The event that was 

so popular Helene returned in October. The annual gar-
den clubs plant sale was held on our front lawn in May 
and in June, our very successful Strawberry and Dessert 
Tasting Festival drew nearly 450 guests. In September, 
Lorraine Beane announced her retirement as executive 
director. November saw our first ever Native American 
Day held at the Greece Town Hall, we hosted a class 
sponsored by the New York Document Heritage pro-
gram for librarians and historians and held a book fair 
with eight local authors. December our home was deco-
rated by our local garden clubs and visited by many at 
our Christmas open house.  Meanwhile Alan Mueller, 
our historian, has been busy helping countless people 
and businesses with their research questions and re-
quests. 

Let’s not forget our Tuesday evening programs 
which averaged nearly100 guests each month. Two of 
these programs were sponsored by the New York Coun-
cil for the Humanities and a gift from our new neighbor, 
Canandaigua National Bank & Trust has helped fund    
further programs. 

This past fall we purchased the museum software 
“PastPerfect.” This software package has been on our 
”wish list” for several years and was finally made possible 
through the funding of a member’s contribution and a 
grant. Now we need volunteers to help with data entry. 
If you have the time and talent, please give Lee Strauss a 
call at 225-5305; we can be flexible about work time and 
days.  

Although our local newspapers have not been sup-
porting us as much as in the past, e-mail, Facebook, local 
blogs and our own website have helped pick up some 
where newspapers have been lagging. On a final note, 
an A frame sidewalk sign worth $200, announcing our 
featured exhibit and the museum hours, was stolen in 
mid November. Luckily we found a new one on Craig’s 
List for a good price and the Signery sign shop on Stone 
Rd. will be providing new lettering. Thank you “Signery”! 

We still do need volunteers, especially docents for 
Sunday afternoon.  As always, thank you for your contin-
ued support and tell your friends about us. See you in 
2012. 

 

Bill Sauers, President 

“Museum News” 

New Sunday museum hours are 1:30 - 4p.m.  
The office hours are Mondays 10 a.m. to Noon. 
 

NEW EXHIBIT OPENING 

January 15th at 1:30 p.m. 

PADDY HILL and MOTHER OF SORROWS 

At 2:00 p.m. Alan, Bill and Lee will share the 
history of the area. Father Alex Bradshaw, 

will join us from 3:00 to 4:00 p.m.                   
See more on page 8. 

WINTER SUNDAYS at the MUSEUM  

Beginning January 8th, 2012                          
See more on page 4 

VALENTINE TEA 

February 11th, 2012                                                  
See more on page 3 

Vi White, Curator 

Meet Our Newest Team Volunteer 

 
Amber Mansfield, from Hilton, works in    

Cardiology billing at the University of Rochester, 
but enjoys volunteering on an occasional basis 
on weekends. Previously, she helped the Gates 
Historical Society store their artifacts in archival 
boxes. She is helping us with the tedious task of 

gathering the information 
about our artifacts, getting 
them ready to put into our 
new “PastPerfect” Museum 
Software.   

Amber also helped us 
with tickets at the Straw-
berry Festival in June. She 
says she likes detail so she 
doesn't mind the slow proc-
ess of making sure the data and photos of our 
artifacts is exactly right.  

She recently enjoyed a vacation in Jamaica. 
Welcome Amber! 

 

Wouldn’t  you like to be a volunteer? 
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“From the Desk of the Executive Director“ 

Please support our current business members and affiliates     

        We want to thank them for their continuing support:   

            North Ridge Glass---Long Pond Auto Body—Long Pond Family Restaurant                                        
Vay, Schleich and Meeson Funeral Home—Greece Chamber of Commerce                                           

Flower City Printing—Sonitrol Security System---Butler Insurance—Pettis Pools                      

**** Can You Help Us? **** 

We are in need of Docents for our Museum 1 or 2 Sunday afternoons a month. Call Kathie Firkins, 621-2869. 

. 

We are currently seeking an Executive Director. 

 

      

 
The Museum Curatorial Committee 

cordially invites you and your guests  

(or your sweetheart) 

to be our Valentine at a Valentine Tea 

Saturday, February 11, 2012 at 12:30 P.M. 

595 Long Pond Road. 

With our tea menu and Valentine sweets, 

you can mingle with friends as 

you enjoy our entertainment.  

 

Suggested donation $15.00 

 By reservation only, call 225-7221 or 227-5305 

or email greecehistoricalsociety@yahoo.com 
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“Museum Shop”  

Don’t sit home after the holidays. Drop by our beautiful Museum for a 
visit any Sunday. We have lots of activities planned. Check out our      
Museum Shop and pick up that book you didn’t get for 
Christmas. We have many children’s books, too. We 
are the only place in town that sells “Eight Miles Along 

the Shore”. It’s a wonderful book about Greece history. 

Don’t sit home, come see us! 

                                                                               

Wendy Peeck,  Museum Shop Coordinator 
 

All sales support the Greece Historical Society & Museum.  

Museum & Museum Shop hours:  Sunday 1:30-4:00 pm 

Officers & Board of Trustees 

Please send information for this newsletter to  corintheditor@yahoo.com. Cyndie Shevlin, Editor                                                                                                                                                     
This newsletter is published bi-monthly by the editor for the Greece Historical Society andMuseum. 

Please Remember  

The Greece Historical Society in your tax 

and estate planning. We are a non- profit 

organization supported by your                  

*gifts and endowments. 

We sincerely appreciate                       

your donations.   

*Tax deductable per (Section 501(c)(9) of the Inter-

nal Revenue Code 

 

 

WINTER SUNDAYS at the MUSEUM 
 

Beginning in January the Greece Museum will be hosting a special 
event on winter Sunday afternoons. The following is a list of upcoming 

special Sunday events. Most programs start at 2:00 p.m.                     
There is no charge, but donations (to support the mission of the Greece 

Historical Society & the operation of your museum) are appreciated.                      
Sunday museum hours are 1:30 - 4p.m.   

 
Jan 8   The Gates Hinchey House                                                         

by Laura Nolan, president of the Gates Historical Society- 2p.m. 
 
Jan 15  Grand Opening of New Mother of Sorrows & Paddy Hill 
Exhibit --- History of Mother of Sorrows                                               
by Father Alexander H. Bradshaw- 3 p.m. 
                                                                                                                
Jan 22 Aviation Pioneers of New York & Monroe County               
by Jonathan Arney, member of the Vintage Aircraft Assoc.- 2 p.m. 
 
Jan 29 Irondequoit Stories                                                                                             
by Pat Wayne, Irondequoit Town Historian - 2 p.m. 
 
Feb 5  The Rochester Area in 1968 DVD - 2 p.m. 
 
Feb 12 Genealogy tips by Scott Chase - 2 p.m. 
 
Feb 19 In Search of the Paddy Hill Players by Bill Sauers - 2 p.m.  
 

Feb 26 Rochester Public Library History, 1911-2011                        
by Maureen Whalen, retired librarian, Charlotte branch. - 2 p.m. 

President Bill Sauers 

Vice President Wendy Peeck 

Secretary Sandy Peck 

Treasurer Jack Wallenhorst 

Executive Director NEEDED 

Honorary Trustee Don Newcomb 

Trustees: Sue Hodge 

 Sandy Peck 

 Wendy Peeck 

 Bill Sauers 

 Cyndie Shevlin 

 Paula Smith 

 Lee Strauss 

 Jack Wallenhorst 

 Viola White 

 Roberta Young 

  

Committee Chairs:  

Grounds, Building NEEDED 

Historian Office Alan Mueller 

Membership B. Wallenhorst 

Museum Viola White 

Museum Shop Wendy Peeck 

Newsletter Editor Cyndie Shevlin 

Planning NEEDED 

Programs Bill Sauers 

Publicity Marge Zercie 

Registrar Betty Fetter 

Tours, Education Kathie Firkins 
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We held our first Native American Day on Nov. 5th, 2011. Veronica Reitter, a member of the Seneca 

Clan and educator at the Ganondagan Museum held the attention of more than 50 adults and children 
for   almost an hour. After her talk and questions from the audience, 
we had several crafts and activities for the children, such as playdoh 
crafting, and making paper darts and paper rubbings. We made me-
dallions with Native American symbols and dug for arrowheads. Ve-
ronica brought several artifacts for people to look at and Lee Strauss 
had several pieces from our own museum to see. 

Our idea for Native American Day started over a year ago by our 

committee members, Linda Evans, Jack Heller, Renee Sanger, 
Wanda Strauss, Lee Strauss and myself.  We are planning this will be 
an annual event held in November, Native American month.  

Besides our committee members, many thanks to Bill Sauers, 
Alan Mueller, Heidi Strauss, and Ryan Hooper for their help and sup-
port. We also used many, many ideas from Linda Evans, recovering from hip replacement and unable to 
attend. Thank you to my grandson Thomas Firkins for all of his help - he was our "gofer" for the day - carry-
ing boxes, helping set displays and anything else we needed.  A  big thanks to Lorraine Beane, our wel-
coming greeter. 

TOURS: The fall was very busy for tours -we had several tiger and cub scout troups and two home 
school families. The Friends and Fun group from the Town of Greece also joined us for a fun evening. My 
thanks to Faye Cole, Renee Sanger, Jack Heller and Lucy Kraemer for their help with these activities. 

On December 2nd, we visited Quest Elementary School in Hilton. Students viewed some of our Native 
American pieces from our museum, Linda Evans gave a short lesson on Native American history, I read 
some short stories and Lee explained about the artifacts. This is our first experience with a project like this; 
we are hoping that we can do more of this in the future. 
 

“Happenings at the Greece Museum” 

Kathie Firkins, Education Committee Chairperson and Tour Director 

 

Grant News~ We recently received a $500 grant from Wal-Mart for our new projector.  President Bill has already 

put it to good use by developing a power point program on the Manitou Trolley, which he presented to Greece  

Rotary and Kiwanis Clubs.  We are very grateful to Wal-Mart for their generosity. The Elm Ridge Center Store also 

gave us a $25 gift card to use for our Christmas Open House.  Thank you, Wal-Mart! 

Veronica Reitter with wampum belt 

Item Needed~ Does anyone have a microcassette            

recorder they could donate or loan to us? 
Recently we discovered several microcassettes of    
interviews conducted in the early 1990s by              
Virginia Tomkiewicz.  
Unfortunately, we do not have a microcassette recorder to play 
back the tapes and convert them to digital format. 
If you have one please call Bill at 585-225-3760. 

“Education Committee and Tours” 
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" A Greece Winter Wonderland in the early 20th Century"   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photos, Data supplied by Alan Mueller,                             

“FROM THE HISTORIAN'S FILE”  

If you have any information on our photos, call Alan at 663-1706. 

 All seems so serene and calm in most of the accompanying photos of winter circa 1910-1920 in 
Greece of a century and more ago.  What fun to go on a sleigh ride or cross country skiing 
through the snow drifted fields.  Fast forward to the twenty first century and quick as a wink, the 
fields orchards and farmsteads are gone. No more rolled snow in the roads for the sleighs and 
bobsleds. All are replaced, slowly at first, then with increasing rapidity by urban development and 

mile after mile of tract---that we now call home ! .... "Time lends enchantment to all".  

1. Sled Ride- Kids Sledding, 1920 
2. Ridge and Eddy- Ridge Rd looking west, 1915 
3. Ridge and Mt Read- Mt Read Blvd looking north, 1916 
4. Lake Ave, N of Ridge- Deliveries on the left, Trolley on the       
right-- notice, tracks are cleared, street is not 
5. Horse and Sleigh- Typical farmers with their utility sleigh 
and horse 
6. Sleighs on the Ridge- Travel mode, winter 1912 
7. Dr Sanders in his sleigh, circa 1920 

6 

4 

3 

1 

2 

5 

7 
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HOLIDAY OPEN HOUSE with GARDEN CLUBS’ DECORATIONS 

Gayle Pyke tried her hand at our Museum Treasure Hunt. Entries 

vied for a drawing of a Greece coverlet and a gift basket donated 

by Fleming Point Senior Living. The winners were  Sandra Peck 

and Hanna Cuyler, granddaughter of Kathy  Martel. Bobby 

Young planned the exhibit and activity of finding hidden objects 

relating to “The Night Before Christmas”. 

Edie Coe won the gift 

basket made by 

Lorraine Beane who 

added Northwest Sav-

ings Bank’s donated 

wine and wine glasses. 

Edie was thrilled to win 

the overflowing basket.  

Violinist, Paige Doerner, a senior at SUNY 

Brockport and Harpist, Shannon Barry,   

a student at SUNY Geneseo.                                      

Thank you for the  lovely music!  

Shorewood, Woodside, Lakeview, & Hilton Garden Clubs 

beautifully trimmed the house and porch using natural ma-

terials, including Osage oranges. Thank you Garden Clubs 

for your creative, festive decorations and donated time. 

Cookie trays were donated by Mike Matteo of 

The Villages at Unity, and Ronnie Caccamesi, 

of Legacy Park Crescent. We truly appreciated 

their generosity. Thank you to Wal-Mart for 

providing plates, cups and napkins. 

REFRESHMENTS 
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We take great pleasure in bringing to light the history of Read’s Corners,                                                            
better known as Paddy Hill. Learn about: 

 St. Ambrose R. C. Church founded in 1829, renamed Our Mother of Sorrows, the 1st rural Catholic 
church in New York State.  The present brick church was built in 1860. 

 The Irish settlers and Squire Read 

 Mother of Sorrows cemetery 

 Paddy Hill School, first built as a frame one room school in 1839. 

 Paddy Hill Players, a theatrical group who performed  up to 1955 and was led by Walter Whelehan. 

 Mother of Sorrows School and the convent, both for lease or sale. 

 The precarious plight of the old church, now empty and in need of a tenant or buyer who will            

tend the beacon on the hill that has served the neighborhood all these years.                                                                                               

 The new church built in 1966. 

At 2:00 p.m. Alan, Bill and Lee will share the history and humorous stories of the early days;     
Father Alex Bradshaw, our featured speaker, will join us from 3:00 to 4:00 p.m. to enlighten 
us of the effort the Diocese and the congregation have made to preserve the old church, 
now offered for sale or lease.  We’ll have Irish scones and clotted cream for refreshments. 

     

 EXHIBIT OPENING January 15
th

 at 1:30 p.m. 

PADDY HILL and MOTHER OF SORROWS 

 

 

  Memories of MOS 

Mother of Sorrows 

School polo shirts in 

youth and adult sizes 

available in the      

Museum Shop for 

only $2.00. 

Upcoming Programs/Events 

MARCH 13, 2012 “History of the Town of Greece Police 
Department” - Sgt Christopher Bittner 
APRIL 10, 2012 “Rochester’s Lakeside Resorts & Amuse-
ment Parks”  - Donnovan Shilling 
MAY 8, 2012  “Local Architecture of Jim Johnson”  - Jim  

Johnson 
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Scott Bowlin (right),  who has his 

own remodeling business, is one 

of our new volunteers. Seen here, 

he is painting the kitchen case-

ment windows after scraping and 

sanding the old paint. He also re-

placed a part in our toilet and in-

stalled wood blinds on three win-

dows. Best yet, he made a display 

cabinet for our Native American 

exhibit, saving us a few hundred 

dollars. Thank you, Scott Bowlin, 

for your much needed help.  

 

Lorraine Beane gave Senator Joseph Robach an en-
velope of pamphlets, some as early as 1936, relating 
to the New York State Legislature. The documents 
were recently found in a box of odds and ends from 
former town historian, Ginny Tomkiewicz. We felt he 
would value them as his father, Roger Robach, 
served the legislature for so many years. 

GHS Fundraiser    

at Cam’s Pizzeria         
in Greece on 

Thursday, January 12, 2012 

 

Thank you SIGNERY sign shop on Stonewood Ave. for 

often donating your time and material this past year, 

especially when our lawn sign was stolen.  

  

Area Small Businesses Help Us Function 

 

 

 

 

Scott Bowlin (right),  who has his 

own remodeling business, is one 

of our new volunteers. Seen here, 

he is painting the kitchen case-

ment windows after scraping and 

sanding the old paint. He also re-

placed a part in our toilet and in-

stalled wood blinds on three win-

dows. Best yet, he made a display 

cabinet for our Native American 

exhibit, saving us a few hundred 

dollars. Thank you, Scott Bowlin, 

for your much needed help.  

 

 

 

 

Coupon also 

available on 

our website. 
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Membership Application 

GREECE  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY &  MUSEUM  

    (please print)  DATE  ______________________________ 

NAME  ________________________________________________________________________ PHONE:  (_______)_______________________                                       

                                                (Last)                       (First)                (M.I.)                                (Spouse, if Family Membership) 

ADDRESS  _______________________________________________________________________________________  

                               (Street)                        (City/Town)            (State) (Zip Code + 4) 

E-MAIL ADDRESS  ____________________________________________________________________ 

MEMBERSHIP  CLASSIFICATIONS 

 

 

 

 

Memberships are tax deductable. Please make check payable and mail to : 

Membership, Greece Historical Society  P.O. Box 16249  Rochester NY 14616-0249 

(Please include a self addressed stamped envelope to receive a membership card or bring completed form to membership meeting) 

CONTACT US 

 

GHS Office:  

Telephone:  585-225-7221  

Email: greecehistoricalsociety@yahoo.com                                      

Website:  www.greecehistoricalsociety.net 

 

Historian’s Office: greece.historian@frontiernet.net 

Corinthian Editor:  corintheditor@yahoo.com 

Greece Historical Society & Museum 

Help Preserve the Past                       

for the Future 

Greece Historical Society & Museum  

595 Long Pond Road 

P.O. Box 16249 

Rochester NY 14616-0249 

Non-Profit Org. 

U.S. POSTAGE PAID 

Rochester NY 

Permit #1188 

_____New Application     

_____Renewal       

_____Upgrade 

_____Donation 

Student - Senior (65 & over) $10.00 ___ Business/Professional  $50.00 ___

Individual       $12.00 ___ Patron  $75.00 ___

Family $20.00 ___ Sustaining $150.00 ___

Family Supporting $50.00 ___ Life Members (Each) $500.00 ___

Return Service Requested 

Support Your Local Museum 


