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Thursday, January 19, 2023 7:00 p.m. at the Paddy Hill School  

Annual Membership Meeting  

On Thursday, January 19, 2023, at 7:00 p.m., our annual meeting will be held at 
Paddy Hill School, 1801 Latta Rd. At the meeting, you can receive a copy of our 
2022 Annual Report, view a photo montage of our activities from the past year, 
and hear about our plans for the future. A financial report will be presented by 
our treasurer Bill Peeck and an election of trustees will be conducted.                                                                    
At the conclusion of the meeting there will be a tour of the school.                                                           
All members are encouraged to attend this meeting.  

Those currently seeking re-election are: Cyndie Shevlin, Gregg Redmond, Bridget O’Toole and Robert 
Cunningham. Cyndie, Gregg and Bridget will serve a three-year term and Rob will serve out Paula 
Smith’s term for two years.    

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
Cyndie Shevlin, joined GHS in 1998 and has been our Corinthian editor since 2008. A 30-
year semi-retired decorator, she now has a décor/antique shop at The Shops on West 
Ridge. Cyndie is also a 40-year YMCA member. 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                      
Gregg H. Redmond is a practicing local attorney in Greece. A former volunteer firefighter, 
he also volunteers with Honor Flight Rochester, Volunteer Legal Services Project, and            
Habitat for Humanity.                                                                                               

                                                                                                                                                                                                    
Bridget O'Toole is an environmental, land use, and municipal attorney with The Zoghlin 
Group, PLLC. She holds a bachelor's degree in American History from the University at   
Albany and comes from a long line of amateur historians. She was elected last year to fill 
the term of the late Tom Sawnor.                                                                                                                    

Rob Cunningham is a reference librarian at the Appellate Division Law Library, where he 
has served for over 20 years. He is a founding board Member of Friends of the Schooner 
Lotus, Inc., a group dedicated to restoring and returning the vessel to Sodus Bay. Rob has 
also been a volunteer with Meals on Wheels for the past 10 years. He formerly served on 
the Town of Greece Historic Preservation Commission.      

Tuesday, January 10, 2023, Greece Public Library                                                                           
Fun in the Sun: Adventures in Outdoor Play                                                                                   

by: Christopher Bensch  

Before modern kids got focused on electronic games and organized 

sports leagues, there was a world of outdoor fun waiting for us in 
backyards and beyond. Bicycles took us exploring, Sleds turned every 
snowfall into an opportunity for excitement. Clamp-on roller skates 
made the sidewalk your racetrack. And a sandbox could fill hours with 
fun. Step back to the days when moms still said, “Go outside and play” 
and no one made you wear a helmet or carry a cell phone. This illus-
trated presentation is filled with the outdoor activities and playthings 
that made summer fun – and still can make getting outside a                

destination for adventure. 

Christopher Bensch became one of the curators at The Strong Museum in 1989. Since 2004, 
Chris has served as Vice President for Collections with oversight of the museum’s curatorial, 
conservation, and library functions and the more than 520,000 objects that make it the larg-

est, most comprehensive collection of toys, games, dolls, and video games in the world.  

                                                                                                                                                                                   
REGISTRATION REQUIRED:  Log into Greece Public Library https://www.greecepubliclibrary.org/ then click 

on Events, then Calendar, then January 10, or call 585.225.8951.                     

https://www.greecepubliclibrary.org/
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 "President's Message"    

Happy New Year to everyone. After a few years of challenges, I think we are back to normal. The past few years have 
been anything but normal, but we managed to survive and accomplish some important initiatives.  

We uploaded dozens of videos of past programs to our website and recorded several live ones. To celebrate the 
Town’s bicentennial, we published Pioneer Families of the Town of Greece Volume 1, produced weekly multi-media 
podcasts, called Bicentennial Snapshots, about the history of our Town, and arranged for copies of the Greece Post 
(1965-1995) to be scanned and posted on-line with more coming soon. We felt it was important to celebrate the bi-
centennial with projects that would have a permanent and lasting impact for generations. The book and research for 
these projects will be available to all for years to come. 

Coming this year will be another season of Tuesday evening programs with a variety of subjects to please just about everyone. Later this 
year, we look forward to volume 2 of the Pioneer Families of the Town of Greece book and possibly some new exhibits in our museum.  

Behind the scenes, there’s always bookkeeping, membership, research, cataloging our collection and yes, maintenance of our bu ilding. 
Unfortunately, many of our volunteers are getting older and someday soon may not be able to help us, so we are always seeking 
younger people (that’s anyone under 70!) to get involved and help carry out our mission for future generations. We can always use 
help with our membership record keeping, more docents, and people to work in the museum gift shop. If you would like to help, give 
us a call at 225-7221 or email greecehistoricalsociety@yahoo.com. 

Bill Sauers, President                               

2022 Annual Report 

The Greece Historical Society’s 2022 Annual Report will be                              
available at the annual membership meeting and on our website on January 
19 or you can also pick up a copy at our museum during office hours or by 

calling 585-225-7221. The Annual Report highlights our activities and accom-

plishments during the past year and includes a financial statement. 

West Point Jacket – Henry Earl (“Pete”) Clements    by Deborah Cole Myers 

Earlier in 2022, Alan Mueller, long-standing Greece Historical Society historian, was doing an inventory of military uniforms in our collec-
tion. Our collection of clothing is becoming hard to care for properly and we were trying to decide if we could find a better home for 
some of them. I happened to walk in while he was inspecting some of the uniforms and noticed that one of the jackets appeared to be 
that of a West Point Cadet. Looking closely, we found the label inside the collar named the owner as “Clement H E.” None of us knew it 
as a Greece family and we didn't know how it came to be in our collection. I looked up the original accession document. The jacket had 
been acquired in 1991, just one of many items donated by a woman who ran a church charity shop.  

Our president, Bill Sauers, promptly looked this name up on the West Point website and found that a Henry Earl Clements had been 
graduated from the Academy in 1953. It also, sadly, listed him as “deceased,” but the site mentioned that a West Point graduate would 
have access to more information.   

I know one! My late sister-in-law’s brother, Lt. Col. Phillip J. Burns (US Army retired), graduated from there in 1962.  I sent him photos and 
a request that he research it. Phil spent the next several days digging and at the end of it had sent me photographs, a full biography, 
and a copy of his obituary. Henry Earl Clements had lived an extraordinary life! 

Born in Maryland, “Pete” (as he was later nicknamed) joined the Marines at the age of 17, towards the end of WWII. After the war he 
entered West Point and upon graduation he went into the Air Force. His accomplishments included graduating from MIT with an engi-
neering degree, then being stationed in Florida to help set up the fledgling US space program at Cape Canaveral.  Once that was under-
way, he was sent to Texas to help set-up at Johnson Space Center. Leaving the Air Force as a full colonel, he was hired directly by NASA 
and retired as Associate Director, working with the greats of the day. 

Col. Clements died in 2018 and his obituary listed his three children. The two daughters were still living in the Baltimore area and the 
son on a ranch in Texas. The first on-line search found an old website which was no longer active. I mentioned this to my niece, Rebecca 
Myers Quinn, and she soon found a link to the website for the business run by the younger daughter, Jill Nadine Clements.  Through 
that website we were able to connect, and she was delighted and overwhelmed to learn of our find. I happily volunteered to travel to 
her home in Vienna, MD with my niece, Rebecca, to return the jacket to the family in time for Christmas. 

Our trip could not have gone better! Nadine was gracious and hospitable, and we came away after a wonderful experience, knowing 
the jacket had finally come home. But we still don’t know how it got to Greece, New York!    (pictures on page 5, bottom row) 

                                                                                                                             
“We, the living, are between the dead and the future and so                                                           

we have to care for that past, for that history” ~Thomas Laqueur 

mailto:greecehistoricalsociety@yahoo.com


3 

 
“Museum Shop”                                                                                      

 The holidays are done, and we will be closed until 
March. Time for a winter break. If you are looking for 
our local history books, be sure to see our website 
www.GreeceHistoricalSociety.org/museum-shop/   

While we are closed for two months, we will have 
time to check out our inventory and look for some 

new/different items we can add. We are always open to any ideas 
that you may have and items that we could offer for sale in our    
Museum Shop. 

Stay in and stay warm. Looking forward to re-opening in March. 

Wendy Peeck                                                                             

Shop Coordinator                                                                                

GHS Board of Trustees  
 

William M. Sauers (President)  
Bridget O'Toole (Vice President) 
Gretchen Kozlowski (Secretary)  

Bill Peeck (Treasurer)  
Cynthia Shevlin (Newsletter Editor)  

Rob Cunningham 
Ruth Curchoe  
Pam O'Sullivan  

Sandy Peck  
Gregg Redmond 
Dave Richardson 

Deborah Whitt  

Donald C. Newcomb (Honorary Trustee) 

Our Calendar                                                                                                                       

The Museum is open Sundays 1:30 -4:00 p.m. 

Office hours: Mondays10am –Noon  
To make an appointment send an email to:  

greecehistoricalsociety@yahoo.com  
 

Museum Closed January & February  

Tuesday, January 9, Adventures in Outdoor Play by                          
Christopher Bensch 

Thursday, January 19, Annual Membership Meeting  
Tuesday, February 14, The Frederick Douglass statue by                                    

Julius Jackson Jr. 
Tuesday, March 14, Reporting the News by Ginny Ryan 
Tuesday, April 11, Red Wing Photographs by Joe Territo      

                                                                                                                                                        
*Check our website or Facebook page prior to any event for changes.         

We greatly value and appreciate your donations*.                                                     

*Tax deductible per Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code. 

Everyone who visits our 

museum is expected to 

adhere to all stated safety 

protocols, which are     

subject to change and 

may be adjusted for        

consistency with the  

latest guidance.  

Merchandise Available!  

We have several items with the Greece 
Historical Society logo celebrating our 
Town's Bicentennial. These items are  
available ONLY ONLINE. We do not  
carry them in our museum gift shop! 

Order men’s and women’s t-shirts, sweatshirts, hoodies (many colors 
and sizes), pillows and mugs! All orders include FREE shipping*  
https://www.greecehistoricalsociety.shop/                                           
*Enter code: FREESHIP at checkout for free shipping. 

http://www.GreeceHistoricalSociety.org
mailto:greecehistoricalsociety@yahoo.com
https://www.greecehistoricalsociety.shop/
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Volunteer of the Year: 
Pat Worboys 

During the volunteer holiday 
open house on December 
18, longtime volunteer Pat 
Worboys was awarded our 
2022 Volunteer of the Year. 
Pat’s enthusiasm along with 

his computer skills have resulted in the                   
production of program videos, the installation of 
a new computer server, upgrade of our internet 
provider, Wi-Fi throughout our museum, and the 
production of weekly bicentennial podcasts, 
along with blog posts.                                                        
Thank you, Pat, for all you do for the                       
Greece Historical Society. 

Happenings 

    Bicentennial Snapshots  

There have been 41 Bicentennial Snapshots so far, since beginning on March 22, 2022 all researched, written, and narrated by Maureen 

Whalen and assembled and produced by Pat Worboys. Each one of these multi-media podcasts gives a brief look at a particular aspect of 

Greece history, covering people, places and events that comprise the vibrant history of our Town from its earliest days to the present. You can 

find the Bicentennial Snapshots on our Facebook page or on our website at https://greecehistoricalsociety.org/200-years/bicentennial-

snapshots/ 

Have you become a regular viewer of our Bicentennial Snapshots? We’ve received some gratifying comments about them. Remember a new 
one will debut each Tuesday morning on our website and Facebook page, with the last one, March 28, 2023. We hope that you enjoy learning 
some new aspects of the town’s history. If you have missed any of the past ones, they are available on our website under the heading “200 

Years/Bicentennial Snapshots.”  Here is what is scheduled for the month of January: 

January 3  Revisiting Greece District Schools, Part I 
January 10  Revisiting Greece District Schools, Part II 
January 17  Rumrunners and Bootleggers 
January 24  Greece Speakeasies 
January 31  Epidemic! 

Museum Visitors 
 

The Pioneer Family story boards and Greece Olympia 
exhibits have both drawn many visitors to the        
museum. Recently, a gentleman and his daughter 
came in to see the Greece Olympia exhibit. It turns 
out that he was a chemistry teacher in 1965 at the 
school. He was thrilled to find his picture in the year-
book that we have on display. After they left, another 
lady and her daughter stopped in. She also was a 1965 graduate of the school! 
This past year it has been such a pleasure to visit with so many descendants of  
pioneer families and Olympia alumni. The exhibits will be taken down this month 
and replaced with other exhibits to be announced later. We are closed now and 
will reopen March 5th. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

Kathie Firkins, Education Committee   

On December 2, members from Lakeview   
Garden Club (L to R: Deb Merklein, Jackie    
Jandrew, Darlene Markham, Katie Amato,   
Sharon Kubiak, and Bobbie Young)           
gathered to decorate a live Christmas tree 
in the butterfly garden at our museum 
sign. The tree was generously donated by 
Barnes Tree Farm. All the decorations on 
the tree are bird friendly/edible for our 
feathered friends during the winter.  

 
 
 
A few of the many volunteers, and friends that 
stopped in at our Holiday Open House on        
December 18. 

   

                                                                                                                                  

Longtime GHS member Jean Izard passed away on November 27. She 

was 96 years old. Jean was a regular at nearly all our programs and 

events. No matter the    weather or the subject, we could count on Jean 

arriving early to get a good seat. When we opened a new exhibit, Jean 

would be one of the first to visit. We will all miss Jean.  

https://greecehistoricalsociety.org/200-years/bicentennial-snapshots/
https://greecehistoricalsociety.org/200-years/bicentennial-snapshots/
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 Greece History at GHS  

 

 

 

 

Paddy Hill School                                                                                                            
by Bill Sauers 

 
Every year or so, with shifts in population, there seems to be changes where our children go to school, but change has been going on 
since children have been attending school. One hundred years ago, most Greece children attended one room schools in one of more 
than a dozen individual school districts. As times changed, new schools were built, old ones closed, and school districts merged. High 
school students even attended City high schools. It wasn’t until 1961 that Greece graduated its first high school class.  All the while 
there has been one constant, a public elementary school has been at that intersection at Latta Road and Mt. Read Boulevard for 183 
years.  

In 1839 Bernard and Mary O’Neil, the owners of a large tract of land, at the Northwest corner of what would become Mt. Read Blvd. 
and Latta Road, sold one-eighth of an acre of their land to Common School District Number Five for $50.00. A small school was soon 
built and used for nearly 90 years, until 1930 when a modern brick school building was built across the street. That brick building was 
demolished in 2021. It is said that the one room school building was then moved and became a private home, but the school district 
remained the owner of the small one-eighth acre.  

The remainder of the O’Neal property was purchased by Patrick and Margaret Rigney in 1850 and eventually owned by their only 
daughter Mary. In 1944 the land was transferred to the Diocese of Rochester, then to Holy Sepulchre Cemetery Corporation who had 
plans for a new cemetery. This action resulted in a three-year legal battle between the Town of Greece, and the Diocese. After several 
court battles, a final State Supreme court decision ruled in favor of the Town, leaving Holy Sepulchre no choice but to sell the land. 

In 1948, Harmon Poray purchased most of the O’Neal-Rigney land from Holy Sepulchre, and shortly after Joan and Robert Feeney    
purchased the original farmhouse. By the early 1950s Greece was becoming the fastest growing town in New York and the need for a 
new school was evident. In 1954 Poray sold a large portion of the land to the Union Free School District #5 and in 1955 sold the        
remainder of the land to Latta Real Estate Corp. Within two years Picturesque Drive was being laid out in what would soon be a       
sprawling sub-division and a new school, now called Paddy Hill School would open in Sept 1956 on the very corner that its predecessor, 
School #5, was built in 1836. In 1956, the Greece Central School District was organized with the merging of districts 2, 5, 15 and 17.  

Over the years the present Paddy Hill School has expanded to meet the needs of a growing neighborhood. But we can safely say that 
Paddy Hill School is the oldest school in Greece and possibly Monroe County. 

In 2014, as a gift to the school, the Greece Historical Society secured a grant from the William C. Pomeroy Foundation for an historical 
marker commemorating the history of the school. That marker sits on that original 1839 land purchase. 

         NOTE: There will be a tour of the present Paddy Hill School at the conclusion of our                                   

annual membership meeting on January 16. We hope to see you there.    1839 School 

Present School 1930 School 

Pete Clements with adoring 
Grandson who was to be  

surprised at Christmas 

Jill Nadine Clements,           

Vienna, MD  Dec 1, 2022 

Henry Earl (“Pete”) and 
Vivian Clements’          

wedding at West Point 

Deborah and Jill Nadine  

Clements 

West Point, cont’d from page 2 



  

 

GREECE  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY & MUSEUM                Membership Application 

 
    (Please print)                    DATE:___________________________ 

NAME:____________________________________________________________________________PHONE:(_____)___________________________                                          

                       (Last)                             (First)                (M.I.)                             (Spouse, if applicable) 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

ADDRESS: __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

                                               (Street)                                                                                            (City/Town)                                    (State)                 (Zip Code + 4)                                                                                   

E-MAIL ADDRESS: _____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

         

 

Membership Classifications Annual Rate Select 

Senior (62+, Each) Student         $15.00 ______ 

Individual Adult $20.00 ______ 

Senior (62+) Couple 
$30.00 ______ 

Family $35.00 ______ 

Business, Professional 
$50.00 ______ 

Benefactor (Each) 
$100.00 ______ 

Senior Life (62+, Each) $350.00 ______ 

Life (Each) $500.00 ______ 

Donation   ______ 

____New Application     

____Renewal       

____Upgrade 

____Donation 

____Memorial Donation 

 My donation is in 
memory of  

__________________ 

__________________ 

Memberships are tax deductible. 

Please pay online via PayPal or 

make check payable and mail to:   

 Greece Historical Society         

P.O. Box 16249                                 

Rochester NY 14616-0249 

You will receive your membership 

card and receipt by mail. 

Your tax deductible membership in the Greece Historical      
Society is available at several levels. To join, renew, upgrade your 
membership or to donate a gift, fill out and mail the form below or 
bring it to our next program meeting. To pay via PayPal, visit our 
website at www.greecehistoricalsociety.org 

Only your donations and memberships keep our                

Museum open. Thank you for your support. 

CONTACT US  

GHS Office: 585-225-7221  

Office Email: 

greecehistoricalsociety@yahoo.com                                       

Website: www.greecehistoricalsociety.org 

Electronic Service Requested 

Greece Historical Society  
Greece Museum 

595 Long Pond Road 
P.O. Box 16249 

Rochester NY 14616-0249 

Non-Profit Org. 

U.S. POSTAGE PAID 
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Permit #1188 


