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Modern Square-Dancing Exhibit Coming in September 

We are thrilled to announce that we will be featuring a modern square-dancing exhibit/display 
beginning September 11. This exhibit features traditional and current square dance attire along 
with local square dance club memorabilia. 

Did you know square dancing is America’s folk dance? Danced internationally and always called 
in English wherever you dance…Germany, France, China, etc. 

Henry Ford promoted modern square dancing as we know it today. They have said Henry Ford 
spent millions of dollars reviving “old fashion dancing”. In the mid-1920s it was his idea to       
publish an instruction manual for square dance instructors to provide standardization. Due to his 
interest and efforts, square dancing was nationally incorporated into physical education classes. 
Square dancing in many physical education classes continues today.  

The Western NY Federation of Square and Round Dancers Inc. represents 17 Clubs in our region 
spanning from Rochester to as far east as Syracuse, west to Buffalo, north to Fulton and south to 
Bath. 

Two Rochester area clubs featuring square dance 
open houses and lessons starting in September 
are:   

Cloverleaf Squares: Sunday, September 18 from    
5-7 p.m. at First Baptist Church of Chili, 3182 Chili 
Avenue, Rochester.                                                                                                                        
Copy Cats Western Square Dance Club:            
Tuesday, September 20 from 7-9 p.m. at Scribner 
Road Elementary School, 1750 Scribner Rd.,     
Penfield.                                                                                                                                                               
(NOTE: No experience necessary and wear casual attire.) 

 Tuesday, September 13 7:00 p.m. Greece Public Library 

Set in Stone: The History of Cobblestone Masonry                                                                     
by Douglas Farley 

Mr. Farley looks at the geological and social factors that created 
the perfect storm for a truly unique, regional architectural phe-
nomenon that lasted from roughly 1820 to the end of the Civil 
War. Also covered is the creation of the Cobblestone Society & 
Museum and its growth to include its award winning National 
Historic Landmark campus.  

 

Douglas Farley is the current director of The Cobblestone Society located in Albion (Orleans 
County) NY, a position he has held since 2017. The Cobblestone Society interprets three Na-

tional Historic Landmark cobblestone buildings and several other historic structures on their 
large campus.  

                                                                                                                                                                        

REGISTRATION REQUIRED  Log into Greece Public Library https://www.greecepubliclibrary.org/ then click 
on Events, then Calendar, then September 13 or call 585.225.8951.  Direct link: https://
greecepubliclibrary.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?

EventId=11973&backTo=Calendar&startDate=2022/09/01 

Modern Square Dancing at the            

Tumbling Leaves Square Dance 

Weekend in Bennington, VT 

Photos and Stories Needed 
GHS needs images of the Blizzard of '66, the snowstorm of February, 1978, Superstorm Sandy, October 29, 

2012; the Great Leap Day snowstorm of 1984, and any other big disasters that hit the Town of Greece, 
including photos and stories about the Holiday Inn fire. The photos may be used for upcoming Bicentennial 
Snapshots later this year.  If you have photos or stories you’d like to share, call us at 585-225-7221 or email                                               

greecehistoricalsociety@yahoo.com.  

https://www.greecepubliclibrary.org/
https://greecepubliclibrary.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=11973&backTo=Calendar&startDate=2022/09/01
https://greecepubliclibrary.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=11973&backTo=Calendar&startDate=2022/09/01
https://greecepubliclibrary.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=11973&backTo=Calendar&startDate=2022/09/01
mailto:greecehistoricalsociety@yahoo.com
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 "President's Message"    

This past summer we switched our internet and phone service from Frontier to Spectrum. Not only will this new 
service give us a faster internet connection, but it will also now allow us remote access to our files, making it 
more efficient for administrative work and quicker response to citizen requests for historical information. Thank 
you to Patrick Worboys and John Gilbert for coordinating this project.  

These past few months, we have been honored to welcome many descendants of Greece pioneer families to 
our museum. All of them have been thrilled that we are telling the stories of their ancestors.  

Several small projects have completed around our place this past summer. Like any homeowner knows, there is 
always something to fix, update, or replace. Thanks to our volunteers for their various skills, and to our members 

and friends whose memberships and donations help support our efforts to maintain our historic center. 

Nearly 20 years ago we reprinted over 600 copies of Manitou Beach Trolley Days. The book was originally written in 1957 by 
William Gordon. Recently when we realized that we only had a few copies remaining, we arranged with Book1One on Driving 
Park Avenue to have an additional 100 copies printed. They are now available in our museum shop and still only $10.00. 

Join us for our next Pasta Dinner fundraiser on Sunday, September 18, from 5:00 - 7:00 p.m. at the Barnard Restaurant & Party 
House (Barnard Exempts). Please help us with this major fundraiser by ordering your tickets now and your tickets will be waiting 
for you at the dinner. See page 7. 

Bill Sauers, President                               

                   Bicentennial Snapshots Schedule 

We hope you have been enjoying our Bicentennial Snapshots. 
There has been 24 so far, since beginning on March 22, all        
researched, written, and narrated by Maureen Whalen and     

assembled and produced by Pat Worboys.  

Each Snapshot video gives a brief look at a particular aspect of 
Greece history, covering people, places and events that comprise 
the vibrant history of our Town from its earliest days to the     
present.  

You can find the Bicentennial Snapshots on our Facebook page 
or on our website at https://greecehistoricalsociety.org/200-
years/bicentennial-snapshots/ 

Snapshot Schedule for September 2022: 
Sept 6  The Hotel DeMay 
Sept 13 Dr. Abdiel Bliss Carpenter 
Sept 20 Thomas Toal: Cooper                                                                   
Sept 26 Jerome Combs: Farmer and Baseball Player  

"In our every deliberation, we must consider the impact of our 

decisions on the next seven generations”  

~The six-nation Haudenosaunee Confederacy                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

Poster Schedule for remainder of 2022:   

September/October:                                                                        

Bemish, Lane, Latta, Mitchell, Upton, Veness and Wilder  

November/December:                                                                

Janes, Lowden, Butts, Burns, Kirk, Newcomb, Baker and 

Veeder 

Everyone who visits our museum is expected to adhere                                           

to all stated safety protocols,                                                                                                                 

which are subject to change and may be adjusted                                             

for consistency with the latest guidance.  

https://greecehistoricalsociety.org/200-years/bicentennial-snapshots/
https://greecehistoricalsociety.org/200-years/bicentennial-snapshots/
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 “Museum Shop”                        

Because this is the 200
th

 Anniversary of the Town 
of Greece, many people have purchased the    
Pioneer Families book. Also, newly printed copies 
of our very popular Manitou Trolley book just  
arrived. Come in to get yours before they’re sold 
out again! 

With the Town’s construction, park on the front 
lawn and come on in.  

Look at our on-line store for GHS Bicentennial 
merchandise at 
www.greecehistoricalsociety.shop. 

We are open Sundays 1:30-4:00.                            

Wendy Peeck                                                                             

Shop Coordinator    

GHS Board of Trustees  
 

William M. Sauers (President)  
Bridget O'Toole (Vice President) 
Gretchen Kozlowski (Secretary)  

Bill Peeck (Treasurer)  
Cynthia Shevlin (Newsletter Editor)  

Rob Cunningham 

Ruth Curchoe  
Pam O'Sullivan  

Sandy Peck  

Gregg Redmond 
Dave Richardson 

Paula Smith  

Deborah Whitt  

Donald C. Newcomb (Honorary Trustee) 

Our Calendar                                                                                                                      

The Museum is open Sundays 1:30 -4:00 p.m. 

Office hours: Mondays10am –Noon  
To make an appointment send an email to:  

greecehistoricalsociety@yahoo.com  
 

Tuesday, September 13, The History of Cobblestone Masonry              
Sunday, September 18, Pasta Dinner 
Tuesday, October 11, Rochester During the1950s 
Tuesday, November 8, Highland Park Children’s Pavilion 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
Check our website or Facebook page prior to any event for changes.  

We greatly value and appreciate your donations*.                                                     

*Tax deductible per Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code. 

Greece Museum Open Despite Construction:  

Adjacent construction has com-
pletely closed off our driveway and 
parking lot and created some                 
challenges for us, but our museum 
is still open. If you plan to visit, just 

pull off to the right of the fence 
and park on the lawn. When the 
construction is complete the Town 
has promised us a new driveway 
and parking lot.                                                                                              

http://www.greecehistoricalsociety.shop
mailto:greecehistoricalsociety@yahoo.com
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 It Was Frear’s for Years                                                                                                                                                                                                  
by Maureen Whalen 

The Frear family has been part of the Greece landscape for 130 years, with 93 of them over four generations as proprietors of 
one of the town’s iconic businesses. In May of this year Warren and Lynn Frear announced that Frear’s Garden Center was     
closing.  

Pat Worboys and I visited Frear’s on June 13 interviewing Warren and Lynn for a future Bicentennial Snapshot. Lynn explained 
that a series of misfortunes led to the difficult decision. First a windstorm on March 6 of this year seriously damaged their green-
houses; they lost over 350 panes of glass and consequently the plants that were growing in the greenhouses, particularly all their 
Easter lilies died. Parts of the roof of the garden center and shingles on the barn were torn off as well. That was followed by a 
customer-caused small fire that produced enough smoke that they needed to hire a cleaning service to come in and thoroughly 
clean everything. On top of that was the supply chain problems created by Covid (their vendors were telling them Christmas  
merchandise wouldn’t be available until January or February!). Lynn said, “it seemed like someone was trying to tell us some-
thing.” Their last day was July 31, 2022. 

Warren’s grandfather, Ernst Frear, a German immigrant, purchased the property on Stone Road in 1892.  He was a truck farmer 
initially, selling vegetables to wholesalers. In the 1920s Clarence Frear, Ernst’s son and Warren’s father, expanded the business, 
then known as E. Frear & Sons. They acquired greenhouses “from Barnard Crossing” Warren said, (they may have been from 
Vick’s nurseries) and expanded to fruit trees and flowers. After Ernst’s death in 1937, the west side of the farm was being used for 
Frear’s Chevrolet, started by Arthur Frear in 1931. Clarence’s east side was the farm and Frear’s Florist.  Clarence’s wife, Gwendo-
lyn, took a course in flower arranging and like other florists provided arrangements for weddings, funerals, and other occasions. 
The public was also invited to visit their greenhouses for a wide variety of bedding plants. 

In 1958, they announced another expansion—it became Frear’s Farm Market.  In addition to the bedding plants, fruits, and       
vegetables, they began selling garden accessories and opened a deli. 

An ad in the Greece Post in 1965 publicized another change, Frear’s Lawn, Garden and Greenhouse Center.  That same year, 
Frear’s started their Christmas Tree, Trim, and Gift Center, a modest beginning to what would evolve over the years into            
Christmas Fantasy Land with 6,000 square feet devoted to every imaginable Christmas decoration, including artificial trees, lights, 
and creches. Eventually it became simply Frear’s Garden Center. Warren and Lynn took over the business in 1976; their daughter 
Kerry was the fourth generation involved in the Center.   

Warren and Lynn escorted Pat and me around the property. Only Christmas items and indoor plants remained. The greenhouses 
were mostly empty. They showed us the barns, one still full of boxed Christmas trees. Built around 1902, these barns date back to 
Warren’s grandfather. On Stone Road, not far from the garage where Art Frear started his auto dealership, stands the family 
homestead, Warren’s grandparents’ house. No Frears have lived there for some time, and no one resides there now due to a fire. 

From their many years at the Center, Warren and Lynn recall what was best about doing business in Greece: the many young 
employees who became knowledgeable about plants and serving customers well and those customers who were loyal to Frear’s 
and appreciated the individualize service and advice they could get from people who had been in the plant business for decades. 
It was Frear’s for years. Thank you. You’ll be missed. 

Greece History   

Greenhouses behind Frear’s 
Garden Center                       
photo by Bill Sauers 

Homestead of Ernst Frear on Stone Road 
photo by Bill Sauers 

Frear family: Kerry, Lynn, Warren               
photo by Pat Worboys 

Frears (continued to pg. 5) 
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 Happenings at GHS  

 

On June 28, Jo Ann Ward Snyder,                                                                                                           

co-author of Pioneer Families of the Town of Greece -Volume 1,                                                           
spoke to Kiwanis Club of Greece about the process of writing                                                                       

the book and the plans for volume 2. 

 

 

 

On Sunday, August 14 Rick Iekel, author of the book, The ROC, the History of 
Rochester's 100 Year Old Airport was at our museum autographing his new 
book.  Rick was our featured speaker on October 12, 2021when he talked about 
his adventures working and managing the airport for 28 years. 

 

 

On July 10 we drew the winners for our bicentennial pioneer family medallions.                       
The winners were: 1. Tom Latta, 2. Debbie Hyde Grace,                                                                   

3. Linda Volkmar Miller, 4. Meg Gerke, and 5. Ann Halligan.                                                                                                          

Shown here is Linda Volkmar Miller with the item she won.  

 There’s always something to do at our museum. This past summer Joe Vitello installed a basement handrail, Spectrum installed 

new internet and phone service, Terry LeFeber kept some bushes trimmed, and Bill Sauers made some minor repairs to our sign. 

Meanwhile Joe Vitello and Alan Mueller did some serious reorganizing in our storage attic. Thank you to all our volunteers. 

Frears (continued 

from pg. 4) 

Drone aerial photo of Frear’s this 

year, courtesy of Kerry Frear 

Aerial shot of Frear’s farm and greenhouses, circa 1950, (on the 

wall of the office of Frear’s Garden Center) 
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Families Visit Pioneer Exhibit in July 

Several of our Town of Greece’s pioneer families are being featured throughout this Bicentennial year. Each family has a dedi-

cated poster which often includes additional photos and info that were not included in the Pioneer Families of the Town of 

Greece book due to space concerns. During the months of July and August, these nine featured families had posters in the din-

ing room: Beatty, Britton, Cole, Denise, Kenyon, Janes, O’Neil, Reilly and Johnson. 

The museum welcomed descendants from the Denise, Reilly and the Cole/Kenyon families. Both Doug Myers from the Cole/

McCarty and Kenyon families and Mary Ward from the Denise family traveled here from Florida and Kay Trimarco came in from 

Schenectady to view their family’s exhibit in the dining room. 

Book co-author Jo Ann Ward Snyder is a Reilly descendant, and she also wrote the stories on the O’Neil and Johnson families. 

Her Mom, Bonnie Reilly Ward came in with her sister Ione Reilly Newman. Marie did the stories on the Denise, Cole and Kenyon 

families. 

Pioneer exhibits for the remainder of 2022 feature the following families:                                                                                                   

September & October: Bemish, Lane, Latta, Mitchell, Upton, Veness and Wilder                                                                                        

November & December: Baker, Butts, Lowden, Terry Burns, Newcomb, Kirk and Veeder   

   

Pioneer Families at GHS  

Descendants of the                  
Reilly Family.                       

Pictured l to r: Nancy New-

man, Ione Reilly Newman, 
Bonnie Reilly Ward, Beth 

Ward, Jo Ann Ward Snyder 

and Teresa Harvey. 

Standing (left to right) Margaret Myers, 
Douglas Parker Myers, Daniel Murphy, 

Alan Cole and Mark Quinn. Seated: 

Heather Murphy, Deborah Cole Myers, 
Maureen Murphy and Rebecca Quinn 

Ione Reilly Newman (age 94) and  
Bonnie Reilly Ward (age 85) 

Back row standing (Left to right): Margaret Myers 
(Doug’s wife), Maureen Murphy, Alan Cole, Daniel 
Murphy and  Douglas Parker Myers 
Middle row standing: Mark and Rebecca Quinn 
(Doug’s daughter) 
Seated: Deborah Cole Myers, Heather Lylia Murphy 
(Daniel’s daughter) and Marie Poinan. 

Cole/Kenyon Family  

Denise Family 
Sisters Kay Trimarco (L), Mary Ward (R).  

Kay Trimarco  

Ione Reilly Newman 
with niece Jo Ann 
Ward Snyder  

Nancy Newman and Ione Reilly Newman  
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GREECE  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY & MUSEUM                Membership Application 

 
    (Please print)                    DATE:___________________________ 

NAME:____________________________________________________________________________PHONE:(_____)___________________________                                           

                       (Last)                             (First)                (M.I.)                             (Spouse, if applicable) 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

ADDRESS: __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

                                               (Street)                                                                                            (City/Town)                                    (State)                 (Zip Code + 4)                                                                                    

E-MAIL ADDRESS: _____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

         

 

Membership Classifications Annual Rate Select 

Senior (62+, Each) Student         $15.00 ______ 

Individual Adult $20.00 ______ 

Senior (62+) Couple 
$30.00 ______ 

Family $35.00 ______ 

Business, Professional 
$50.00 ______ 

Benefactor (Each) 
$100.00 ______ 

Senior Life (62+, Each) $350.00 ______ 

Life (Each) $500.00 ______ 

Donation   ______ 

____New Application     

____Renewal       

____Upgrade 

____Donation 

____Memorial Donation 

 My donation is in mem-
ory of  

__________________ 

__________________ 

Memberships are tax deductible. 

Please pay online via PayPal or 

make check payable and mail to:   

 Greece Historical Society         

P.O. Box 16249                                 

Rochester NY 14616-0249 

You will receive your membership 

card and receipt by mail. 

Your tax deductible membership in the Greece Historical      
Society is available at several levels. To join, renew, upgrade your 
membership or to donate a gift, fill out and mail the form below or 
bring it to our next program meeting. To pay via PayPal, visit our 
website at www.greecehistoricalsociety.org 

Only your donations and memberships keep our                

Museum open. Thank you for your support. 

CONTACT US 

GHS Office: 585-225-7221  

Office Email: 

greecehistoricalsociety@yahoo.com                                       

Website: www.greecehistoricalsociety.org 

Electronic Service Requested 

Greece Historical Society  
Greece Museum 

595 Long Pond Road 
P.O. Box 16249 

Rochester NY 14616-0249 

Non-Profit Org. 

U.S. POSTAGE PAID 

Rochester NY 

Permit #1188 


