
  

 

 

Tuesday, September 8th  7:00 p.m.  Greece Public Library   
 

History of Odenbach Shipbuilding during World War II  by Marie Poinan 
 

The Odenbach Shipbuilding Corporation built tankers, tugs, landing 

barges and marine cranes on Dewey Avenue from 1942 until 1947.  The 

company was also one of about 5% of manufacturing facilities that earned 

the prestigious Army-Navy Navy “E” award for production excellence.           

Learn about the variety of marine equipment built in Greece 

and how this facility employed thousands and contributed 

to the war effort. 

 
Marie Poinan is an active member of the Greece Historical Society and the  

volunteer archivist for Charlotte High School. She was most recently was                   

involved with the restoration of the Charlotte Cemetery and the Latta                    

Meech House. She has written several booklets on local history.                                                                                                

Signed copies of her new book will be available for sale. 
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Tuesday, October 13th  7:00 p.m.  Greece Public Library     

                     

Buffalo Bill Experience  by: “Gunny” Jeff Norman   
Hear it in Bill’s own words as history comes alive! 

 
Colorado-based Buffalo Bill re-enactor, “Gunny” Jeff Norman, guides 

audiences down the untamed frontier trail that was Buffalo Bill Cody’s life in a 

costumed living history performance that’s as entertaining as it is informative!   

The BUFFALO BILL EXPERIENCE is chock full of all the wagon 

train driving, Army scouting, Indian fighting, and Pony Express 

riding adventures that made Buffalo Bill an American icon. Jeff 

colorfully portrays Buffalo Bill’s amazing “rags to riches to rags” life, 

blending equal parts humor, drama, and little-known historical 

anecdotes.  

Re-enactor Jeff Norman is a retired US Marine, a former award-winning DOD        

technical instructor, martial arts instructor, softball coach and guitar teacher, now 

residing in Castle Rock, CO. Visit his web site at http://buffalobillexperience.com/    
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"President's Message"    

Summer is now over and it's 

back to our busy schedule.  We 

have three great Tuesday 

programs planned for the fall.  

We are especially excited about 

our Buffalo Bill Experience 

program with Jeff Norman from 

Colorado on October 13th. 

We have scheduled a tour of the former 

Hamlin CCC/POW camp site, and two tours of 

Holy Sepulchre Cemetery. We have planned two 

Sunday afternoon talks with  World War II 

veterans and a November Sunday program on the 

Koda-Kids program during World War II.  We will 

be "on the road" sharing Greece history with 

presentations at St. John's Meadows in Brighton in 

September and at Legacy at Park Crescent in 

October. 

A committee has begun formulating plans for 

our next major exhibit "Hometown Sports" to 

open in early 2016, and a new marketing 

committee is looking into ways to "get the word 

out" about our Museum. We will be hosting the 

Greece Chamber of Commerce's First Friday 

networking breakfast and the Chamber's 

Leadership Greece class in October. 

This past spring we did have our roof replaced 

but we are still in need of several new windows, 

the back exit deck needs to be rebuilt and there is 

the continuing need to update computer 

equipment, software and our website. The process 

has begun to get estimates and seek funding to 

continue to maintain our building and keep up-to 

date with our business needs. 

Thank you to all our friends, neighbors, and 

businesses who support the Greece Historical 

Society and to all the volunteers that contribute 

their time and talents so that we can add value to 

the Town of Greece and continue to save the past 

for the future.  

 

Bill Sauers, President 

“Museum Events” 

 Museum and Museum Shop hours:                                             
Sunday 1:30 - 4p.m.                                                     

GHS office hours: Mon-Tue 9:30 a.m.-Noon                                

Museum and Museum Shop also open office hours.    
 

Summer/Fall 2015 Greece Museum                                                                          
“World War II” exhibit    

Sunday, September 6th at 12:30 pm                                     
Friday, September 25th at 10 am                                              

Tours of Holy Sepulchre Cemetery                               
(see page 5)           

 Sunday, September13th Greece Museum 2:00 p.m.                         
Military Medicine in WWII by Wally Rust                            

(see page 5)           

Tuesday, Sept 8th Greece Public Library 7:00 p.m. 
Odenbach Shipbuilding Corporation by Marie Poinan        

(see page 1)  

Friday September18th 10:30 am                                             

Tour of Hamlin POW Camp by Ed Evans                              
(see page 4) 

Sunday, October 4th Greece Museum 2:00 p.m.                         
Battle of the Bulge  by Jack Foy                                                       

(see page 5)                   

Tuesday, Oct 13th Greece Public Library 7:00 p.m. 
Buffalo Bill Experience                                                                     

(see page 1)  

Upcoming Events: 

Tuesday, Nov 10, 2015 Greece Public Library 7:00 
p.m. Songs of World War II by Michael Lasser  

Sunday, Nov15, 2015 Greece Museum 2:00 pm                             

KodaKids  by Mary Jo Lanphear  
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“Our Museum Community”  THANK YOU to the BUSINESSES                              
that have SUPPORTED the                                

Greece Historical Society  
 

American Custom Interiors & Exteriors  
Fleming Point 

Greece Chamber of Commerce* 
JackCin Tax Service* 

Legacy at Park Crescent* 
Long Pond Auto Body* 

Long Pond Family Restaurant 
Mark DeNeve* 

Mark IV Enterprises                                
Mel's Diner 

North Ridge Glass* 
Northwest Savings Bank (Long Pond Rd) 

Party Productions* 
Special T Cakes & Desserts 

The Signery 
The Villages at Unity* 

Tim Horton's (Long Pond Rd) 
Tops Friendly Markets (Mt Read Blvd) 

Ultimate Interiors* 
Vay-Schleich & Meeson Funeral &                           

Cremation Chapels* 
Wegman Food Markets (Latta Rd) 

(* denotes Business Member)  

 

Memorial Gifts 

Memorial gifts were received from the 

Howe family for three individuals who 

grew up in the Latta/Long Pond area with 

the Howe children, Gretchen, Gordon II, 

and David Howe.  Their gift honored 

William Badgerow, John Sale, and Richard 

Rickman.  The Society truly appreciates the 

Howe family donation to our investment 

fund.   

Welcome Bill Peeck, our New Treasurer 

 

Longtime volunteer Bill Peeck has 

recently taken over the 

responsibility of GHS treasurer.  

His experience as a business 

systems analyst and as a finance 

officer in the US Army will be an 

asset to our organization.  

  

In Memoriam 

We mourn the passing of three of our members:   

Robert Brewer, husband of docent Carolyn Brewer.  

Carolyn also partnered with Vi White to manage our 

gift shop in the past.  

Frieda Schultz, Tuscarora Wolf Clan and resident of 

Greece, who provided the narration for our new slide 

show in the Haudenosaunee exhibit.  She greeted us 

in Seneca with her dialog of the fishing and hunting 

camp depicted in our mural.  Frieda also participated 

in the Native American Celebration we held last year 

at the Greece Community & Senior Center. She told of 

what it was like to grow up and live on a reservation.  

Her father was a Chief of the Tuscaroras.   

Father John Lee, archaeologist, St. John Fisher 

College.  Fr. Lee was a strong supporter of the marine 

history of our area.  He enjoyed our Tuesday evening 

programs.  He was also a member of the Charlotte 

Genesee Lighthouse and their Marine History Group.   
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“Museum Shop”  

What a beautiful summer we are having!                           

We had a wonderful Strawberry Festival with over 600 

people attending. Our World War II exhibit has drawn so 

many people! 

When you stop in to see our exhibits, check out our new 

Museum Shop. “Our Town in World War II” booklet has 

been a great success. Many of our items are unique to the 

area and you can’t find them anywhere else. We’d love to meet you and 

show you our shop. 

Wendy Peeck,  Museum Shop Coordinator 

Museum Shop hours: Sun 1:30-4:00, Mon-Tue 9:30-12 

Officers & Board of Trustees 

For newsletter input only, please contact: 

corintheditor@yahoo.com                          

Cyndie Shevlin, Editor                                                                                                                                                     
This newsletter is published bi-monthly by the editor for 

the Greece Historical Society and Museum. 

Please Remember  

The Greece Historical Society in your 

tax and estate planning. We are a 

non-profit organization                  

supported by your                                               

*gifts and endowments. 

We sincerely appreciate                       

your donations.   

*Tax deductible per (Section 501(c)(3)           

of the Internal Revenue Code 

 

Former CCC-POW Camp Tour 
 

In conjunction 
with our World 
War II exhibit, a 

field trip has 
been planned to 

the former 
POW/CCC camp 

near Hamlin 
Beach State Park 

on Friday, 
September 18th.   

 
      The guided tour will begin at 10:20 and last approximately 1½ 
hours. There will be some walking but the ground is level.  

You may meet at the Greece Museum, 595 Long Pond Rd at 
10:00 am to car pool or meet the group at the Camp site, 968 
Moscow Rd, Hamlin, NY at 10:20.  The site is approximately 17 
miles from the Greece Museum via the Parkway.   

The camp was one of many established during WWII.  
Prisoners eased labor shortages on area farms, worked as food 
production workers in such companies as Duffy Mott, and drove 
government vehicles. The former CCC buildings were converted 
to house first Italian and then German prisoners of war.   

A donation of $5.00 will be collected from each participant at 
the camp site.  To register for the field trip, please call the 

Historical Society during our business hours on Monday and 
Tuesday mornings from 9:30 to noon at 585-225-7221 or leave a 
message and let us know whether you will be meeting at the 
Greece Museum and plan to car pool or will meet us at the site.  
Please leave your phone number in case we need to return your 
call. You may also register by email at 
greecehistoricalsociety@yahoo.com.   

President: Bill Sauers 

Vice President: Sandy Peck 

Secretary: Paula Smith 

Treasurer: Bill Peeck 

Executive Director: Needed 

Honorary Trustee: Don Newcomb 

Trustees: Ruth Curchoe 

 Pam O'Sullivan 

 Sandy Peck 

 Gregg Redmond 

 Bill Sauers 

 Tom Sawnor 

 Cyndie Shevlin 

 Paula Smith 

 Betty Tudisco 

 Jack Wallenhorst 

Committee Chairs:  

Grounds Bill Peeck 

Historian Office Alan Mueller 

Membership Kathy Kier 

Museum Shop Wendy Peeck 

Newsletter  Cyndie Shevlin 

Programs Bill Sauers 

Publicity Marge Zercie 

Registrar  Lee Strauss    

Tours, Education Kathie Firkins 

 Linda Evans 
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TOURS and EDUCATION: 
Stay tuned! Plans are in the works for our new school season.  

  
We are still in need of docents. Lee Strauss or I would be very glad to train anyone who might be 
interested. It is a fun experience. We give each volunteer a notebook which describes the exhibits and 
helps answer any questions that someone might ask. We are also working on a training video which will 
show how easy it is. Give us a ring if you would like to give it a try: 
Kathie Firkins - 621-2869 
Lee Strauss - 227-5305 
The Greece Historical Society - 225-7221 
 

Kathie Firkins, Tour Director/Education Consultant 

 “Tours and Education” 

Tours of Holy Sepulchre Cemetery 
 
Society volunteers have scheduled two times in September for a walking tour 
of the east side of Holy Sepulchre Cemetery.  The dates and times are:  
Sunday, September 6 at 12:30 pm and Friday, September 25 at 10 am. Enjoy 
a stroll through this beautiful, peaceful historic cemetery and learn about 
some of the notable Rochesterians interred in this division, including Patrick 
Barry, “Rattlesnake Pete,” Colonel Patrick O’Rorke, Mother Hieronymo 
O’Brien, and James Cunningham.  
The tour was mapped out by Joe Vitello and Maureen Whalen; Maureen will be your tour guide. The cost 
is $5.00, due on the day of the tour and payable in cash or by a check made out to the Greece Historical 
Society.  The tour involves considerable walking and will last about two hours.  
We’ll meet at the front north gatehouse on the east side of Lake Avenue near Section 10.  

Veterans to speak about their World War II Experiences 
 

Both Sunday programs be held at our museum at 595 Long Pond Rd. starting at 2:00 pm 
 
 

Sunday September 13th at 2:00pm, Wally Rust will discuss "Military Medicine in WWII”.  
He will discuss casualty data, Navy Corpsman training, military hospital facilities, medical 
facilities on various sized ships, available drugs and equipment of the era, and some 
interesting stories.  A variety of medical artifacts will be on exhibit.   

 
 
Sunday, October 4th at 2:00 pm, John Foy will discuss his experience as 

a frontline machine gunner in General Patton’s Fifth Army during                                 
World War II. He fought in Belgium’s Battle of the Bulge and helped liberate                     

concentration camps. Last December, Jack returned for the Battle of the Bulge                                 
seventieth anniversary where he spoke before the King and Queen of Belgium.                                                             

This past Memorial Day, the French Consul presented him with the                           
Legion of Honor medal, France’s highest honor for his service in WWII. 
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Thank You, Garden Clubs 
We would like to thank local 

garden clubs, Shorewood and 

Lakeview for maintaining our two 

beautiful gardens.  This year the 

Shorewood Garden Club re-

planted and re-landscaped the 

south garden and donated an 

antique trellis while Lakeview 

Garden Club made some major 

changes to the east garden. It is a joy to have the services of such dedicated volunteers.  

 

“More at the Museum”  

First Friday Chamber Networking Event  

Friday, October 1st, at 7:30 a.m. the Greece Chamber of Commerce will be at our History Center for their 
monthly First Friday Member Networking Event. This popular event gives local business owners and area 

professionals the opportunity to network before the workday begins.  If you are not a member of the 
Greece Chamber and are interested in attending, contact Will Phillips, Director of Membership & Sales, at 
585-227-7272 or will@greecechamber.org.  

Next Exhibit - Hometown Sports   

My name is Tom Sawnor and I am a Board Trustee at GHS.  I am heading up the next big 
exhibit for the Museum called "Hometown Sports of Greece, N.Y." I am looking for three 
or more additional volunteers to do some research on our local athletes and coaches. 
Usually it can be done in an hour or two, followed by interviews. If you feel 
uncomfortable doing interviews don't worry; some will probably be by e-mail, survey, 

Facebook, etc., or someone else can do the interview.  I will try to assign people to their favorite sports, too. 
Our next meeting is Sept. 14, 2015 at 11:00 AM at GHS, 595 Long Pond Rd.  Contact me if you can join in 
this fun project.  Email or call, tsawnor@rochester.rr.com or call 730-0157. 

Marie Poinan 

being interviewed 

by Time Warner 

News about the 

Odenbach 

Shipbuilding 

Corporation. 

GHS volunteers, 

Lee Strauss and 

Marie Poinan at 

the Lakeside 

Farmers Market at 

the Port of 

Charlotte. 

On July 25th we 

hosted another 

successful 

community yard 

sale. Although not 

as many vendors 

and fewer shoppers 

than years past, we 

made a profit and 

cleaned out our 

basement of some 

unwanted items.  

mailto:will@greecechamber.org
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“From the Historian’s File” 

Who, Where and Why?  
 

   Sometimes storage and archival space gets cramped at the Greece Historical Society and the Historian Office. 
   Recently a stack of photos in the historian office came to light (having been put aside for more important 
tasks).  Almost all were from the purged files from the Greece Post of 1984. Illustrated below are just a few from 
that stash, plus a few miscellaneous views.  Slowly the miscellaneous and unknown photo file, which was once 
much larger, has been cleared of the photos with no relevance to Greece history or which never had proper 
identification.  
      More photos are being snapped today than any time since the invention of photography in 1839. Due 
to the abundance of electronic imaging devices in recent decades, it's now estimated that today, more pictures are 
taken every two minutes than were taken throughout the 1800s.  According to a computer website, "It's estimated 
that 10 percent of all photos ever taken were taken in the last twelve months" 
     So, what about all the photos you have taken recently that you and your family now possess, 
possibly thousands taken over several decades?  Sort through them now, discard the duplicates and “blurries”, 
crop to enhance and add information to those lacking it.  If no information is available to label them properly, 
delete or destroy them. Three generation from now who will care that Great Uncle Bob loved to golf and there 
are 349 shots of him on the fairways. How about Great (twice removed) Grandma Elvira's first marriage (only 78 
shots of that)? Are the thirty photos of a parade you once attended and you can't remember why, when or where 
important to keep?  Pare it down to several of the best views and only save those. 
      Should any of the photos on this page jog your memory, we would be pleased to have you respond with any 
missing information about them.  You can reach us at the listing below. 

Photos, data supplied by Alan 
Mueller, Greece Historian's 

Office. If you have any 
information on our photos, call 

Alan at 663-1706. 

“Yea, she's my 

sister -wanna make 

somethin' of it?”  
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Membership Application 

GREECE  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY & MUSEUM  

    (Please print)  DATE:_____________________________ 

NAME:_______________________________________________________________________PHONE:(_____)_______________________                                              

                       (Last)                             (First)                (M.I.)                             (Spouse, if applicable) 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

ADDRESS: ____________________________________________________________________________ 

                        (Street)                                                   (City/Town)                (State)             (Zip Code + 4)                                                                                    

E-MAIL ADDRESS: ___________________________________________________________ 

 

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP  CLASSIFICATIONS 

 

                                                                                            

                                                                                                   

 

Memberships are tax deductible. Please pay online via PayPal or make check payable and mail to : 

 Greece Historical Society  P.O. Box 16249  Rochester NY 14616-0249 

You will receive your membership card and receipt by return mail.  

CONTACT US 

GHS Office: 585-225-7221  

Email: greecehistoricalsociety@yahoo.com                                       

Website: www.greecehistoricalsociety.net 

Historian’s Office: greece.historian@frontiernet.net                      

Corinthian Editor: corintheditor@yahoo.com 

Greece Historical Society  
Greece Museum 

595 Long Pond Road 
P.O. Box 16249 

Rochester NY 14616-0249 

Non-Profit Org. 

U.S. POSTAGE PAID 

Rochester NY 

Permit #1188 

_____New Application     

_____Renewal       

_____Upgrade 

_____Donation 

Return Service Requested 

Your donations and memberships help keep our Museum open. Thank you for your support. 

Student-Senior (65 & over) $10.00  ___ Business/Professional   $50.00  ___ 

Individual        $12.00  ___ Patron   $75.00  ___ 

Family $20.00  ___ Sustaining $150.00  ___ 

Supporting $50.00  ___ Life Members (Each) $500.00  ___ 

 
Your tax deductible membership in the Greece Historical Society is 

available at several levels. To join, renew, upgrade your membership or 
to donate a gift, fill out and mail the form below or bring it to our next 
program meeting. To pay via PayPal, visit our website at 
www.greecehistoricalsociety.net 

When you receive your renewal letter, please consider upgrading. 

Greece Historical Society's 2014 Annual             

Report is now available on our web site.        

See it at the bottom of our home page            

http://www.greecehistoricalsociety.net  

http://www.greecehistoricalsociety.net

