
  

 

Tuesday, November 10th  7:00 p.m.  Greece Public Library  
“Walking Alone: The Songs of World War II”  by Michael Lasser 

 
Everyone understood what was at stake, not only for the nation, but for each 

man in combat and each sweetheart, wife, and lover left behind.  Never before 
had popular songs been so direct an expression of the mood of America than 
during World War II: stirring patriotic anthems, comic takes on military life, and 

love stories that ache with longing. Seventy years later, even for those who 
weren’t there, the songs of the time still tell the stories of lovers separated, 

perhaps forever, played out against the larger theme of national purpose. 
 

Michael Lasser is a lecturer, writer, broadcaster, critic, teacher and host of 
the nationally syndicated public radio show, Fascinatin’ Rhythm. He is the        

former theater critic for The Rochester D&C and for more than 30 years                       

has spoken at museums and universities around the country.  

Please note that pre-registration is required for this program. You may 
register online at the Greece Public Library website http://
www.greecepubliclibrary.org/  Click on calendar, click on event, or call the 
library at 585-225-8951. "Please register each person attending". 
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Sunday, December 13th   Greece Historical Society  

 
 

                     
 

 

 

Join us on Sunday, December 13th, 1:30 - 4:00 pm for our 
holiday open house. Meet our volunteers, board members     

and some World War II veterans.  

Enjoy refreshments and view "Our Town in World War II".        

This will be your last opportunity to view this exhibit. 
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"President's Message"    

 

Activity just hasn't stopped during 
September and October for the 
Greece Historical Society.  

Our September program on the 
history of Odenbach Shipbuilding, 
drew over 300 people from 
throughout the County; 
unfortunately the room only holds 
half that many.  An encore presentation two weeks 
later filled the room again. (A third presentation is 
scheduled for January 25th.) Our Buffalo Bill program 
on October 13th had another record breaking crowd 
of nearly 160.  

Our first ever tour of the former Hamlin CCC-POW was 
enjoyed by 35 of our members and friends and two 
more Holy Sepulchre tours were also very successful. 

World War II veterans Wally Rust and Jack Foy each 
spoke about their experiences in the war on separate 
Sunday afternoons at our museum, filling our living 
room with guests anxious to hear their stories.  

The Greece Christian School fourth graders toured the 
museum and the Greece Chamber held their first 
Friday networking reception at our historic home on 
October 2nd. Our place was filled with nearly 50 
business leaders from throughout the community. 

"Our Town in World War II," our most successful exhibit 
ever, has continued to bring new guests to our 
museum every Sunday including a number of 
community groups and several World War II veterans 
and their families.  We also presented several programs 
to groups outside of Greece, including our neighbors 
in Charlotte and the Town of Brighton, and 
participated in the "How To" festival at the Greece 
Public Library. 

All told, the Greece Historical Society has touched the 
lives of nearly 650 people in the past two months.  Not 
bad for an all volunteer organization!  Thank you to all 
our volunteers who contributed their time and talent 
to help enrich the lives of the citizens of our 
community. 

Bill Sauers, President 

“Museum Events” 

 Museum and Museum Shop hours:                                             
Sunday 1:30 - 4p.m.                                                     

GHS office hours: Mon-Tue 9:30 a.m.-Noon                                

Museum and Museum Shop also open office hours.    

Fall 2015 Greece Museum                                                                          

“World War II” exhibit    

Tuesday, Nov 10th 2015 Greece Library 7:00 pm                 

Songs of World War II by Michael Lasser  

Sunday, Nov15th 2015 Greece Museum 2:00 pm                             

KodaKids  by Mary Jo Lanphear  

Tuesday, Jan12th 2016  Greece Library 7:00 pm                                                                                       
The Legacy of the Manitou Trolley by Bill Sauers  

Thursday, Jan 21st 2016  Greece Museum 7:00 pm                                                                                                                   
Greece Historical Society Annual Meeting  

Monday, Jan 25th Greece Library 7:00 pm 
Odenbach Shipbuilding Corporation                                

by Marie Poinan                                                                          
(see page3)  

Tuesday, Feb. 9, 2016  Greece Library 7:00 pm                                                                                                                                                             

The Story of the Cobourg Ferry  by Tom Brewer  

Upcoming Events: 

KodaKids talk Nov 15th, 2pm, Greece Museum                     

by Mary Jo Lanphear                                                                  
During WW II a number of children from Eastman Kodak 
England were brought to live with host 
families in Rochester to keep them safe 

from the bombings of London.  Hear the 
stories of these Koda-Kids, some of whom 
preferred to remain in America after the 

war.  Mary Jo is the Brighton Town 
Historian. 

*Pre-registration now Required for 

Programs at the Library                         

(see page 3) 

Museum Closed                                         
December 20th, 27th  and January 2016  

We want to take a little break and give ourselves 
a chance to make some changes to the museum, 
do a little house cleaning and get ready for our 
next exhibit. Please excuse us while we close our 
museum during the month of January. We will  
re-open Sunday February 7th. If you need to 
contact us for any reason, call the office at 225-
7221 and we will get back to you.  
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“Our Museum Community”  THANK YOU to the BUSINESSES                              
that have SUPPORTED the                                

Greece Historical Society  
 

American Custom Interiors & Exteriors  
Fleming Point 

Greece Chamber of Commerce* 
JackCin Tax Service* 

Legacy at Park Crescent* 
Long Pond Auto Body* 

Long Pond Family Restaurant 
Mark DeNeve* 

Mark IV Enterprises                                
Mel's Diner 

North Ridge Glass* 
Northwest Savings Bank (Long Pond Rd) 

Party Productions* 
Special T Cakes & Desserts 

The Signery 
The Villages at Unity* 

Tim Horton's (Long Pond Rd) 
Tops Friendly Markets (Mt Read Blvd) 

Ultimate Interiors* 
Vay-Schleich & Meeson Funeral &                           

Cremation Chapels* 
Wegman Food Markets (Latta Rd) 

(* denotes Business Member)  

 

 Pre-registration Now Required                         

for Programs at the Library 

Due to the success of our Tuesday programs we are 
now asking everyone to pre-register for our programs 
held at the Greece Public Library.  We do not want to 
be put in the position of turning away people again.   

Registration is easy by calling the Greece Public Library 
at 585-225-8951.  Better yet, go to the library's website 

http://www.greecepubliclibrary.org, click on the 
calendar link, click on the event and follow the 
instructions. (Please register individually for each 
person attending the program)  The Library will even  
e-mail you a reminder or advise of last minute changes 
or weather related cancellations.   

Our programs usually do not draw the crowds that 
our September and October programs did, so in most 
cases we hope last minute registration or even walk 

ins may not be a problem, but early registration is the 
best way to insure you get to enjoy our great speakers.  
We are grateful to the staff at the Greece Library for 
accommodating us and for their help with the 
registration process. 

Chamber of Commerce First Friday Networking 

Nearly 50 of our friends from the Greece Chamber of 

Commerce stopped in our historic center on Friday, 

Oct. 2nd for the Chamber's monthly First Friday 

Member Networking Breakfast. This event gives local 

business owners and area professionals the 

opportunity to network before the business day and 

gave us the opportunity to show them how we add 

value to the community. 

November is New York State History Month!  

The purpose of this month shall be to celebrate the 
history of New York State and recognize the 

contributions of the state and local historians.  

http://www.greecepubliclibrary.org


4 

“Museum Shop”  

 

 
This has been a great year.  We have had so many 
visitors.  Many of our local booklets have sold so 

well we need to order more!  Also, colder weather 
is coming.  Come check out our long sleeve shirts 
and sweatshirts.  
 

 

Wendy Peeck,  Museum Shop Coordinator 

Museum Shop hours: Sun 1:30-4:00, Mon-Tue 9:30-12 

Officers & Board of Trustees 

For newsletter input only, please contact: 

corintheditor@yahoo.com                          

Cyndie Shevlin, Editor                                                                                                                                                     
This newsletter is published bi-monthly by the editor for 

the Greece Historical Society and Museum. 

Please Remember  

The Greece Historical Society in your 

tax and estate planning. We are a 

non-profit organization                  

supported by your                                               

*gifts and endowments. 

We sincerely appreciate                       

your donations.   

*Tax deductible per (Section 501(c)(3)           

of the Internal Revenue Code 

 

                                                                                                 

Third Odenbach Program Scheduled     

                                                                         

  The attendance at the "History of the 
Odenbach Shipbuilding Corporation" by Marie 
Poinan has been overwhelming. With overflow 
crowds on both Sept 8th and Sept 21st we 
have scheduled a third presentation for 
Monday, January 25th, 2016 at the Greece 

Public Library. Reservations will be required 
through the Greece Public Library starting in 
December. 

President: Bill Sauers 

Vice President: Sandy Peck 

Secretary: Paula Smith 

Treasurer: Bill Peeck 

Executive Director: Needed 

Honorary Trustee: Don Newcomb 

Trustees: Ruth Curchoe 

 Pam O'Sullivan 

 Sandy Peck 

 Gregg Redmond 

 Bill Sauers 

 Tom Sawnor 

 Cyndie Shevlin 

 Paula Smith 

 Betty Tudisco 

 Jack Wallenhorst 

Committee Chairs:  

Grounds Bill Peeck 

Historian Office Alan Mueller 

Membership Kathy Kier 

Museum Shop Wendy Peeck 

Newsletter  Cyndie Shevlin 

Programs Bill Sauers 

Publicity Marge Zercie 

Registrar  Lee Strauss    

Tours, Education Kathie Firkins 

 Linda Evans 

 

ROC the Day, December 1st,  2015  

On Tuesday, December 1st, our community will come together 

to ROC the Day, and the Greece Historical 

Society hopes to make it a huge success. 

ROC the Day is a 24-hour giving opportunity 

to support all eligible not-for-profits in the 

nine-county Greater Rochester area. 

Community members are encouraged to 

visit ROCtheDay.org, a secure online giving 

platform, to contribute to any participating not-for-profit 

organization, including the Greece Historical Society. All money 

given during ROC the Day stays local. Donors have the ability 

make an impact by giving to one or multiple organizations to 

support their personal philanthropic passions.  
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TOURS: 
 

We had two tours during the months of September and October. The first was a group of seniors from 
Fleming Point. Maureen Whalen and Faye Cole conducted the tour. Two Veterans, who Maureen 
interviewed for the World War II Exhibit, Mr. Eugene Dunn and Mr. David Fisher, were in attendance. 
They both were not able to be at the May 8th, 2015 Opening Ceremony held at our facility. How exciting 
for them to be there. Most of the others had never been to the museum before and thoroughly enjoyed 
it. Maureen served cake and coffee for refreshments after the tour. 

The second tour, also conducted by Faye Cole, was approximately 14 fourth grade students from the 
Greece Christian School located next to the YMCA on Long Pond Rd. It was a beautiful fall day so they 
were able to walk. Faye said that they were primarily interested in the World War II Exhibit and that they 

focused most of their time reading. 

The World War II Exhibit has been one of the most successful projects that we have offered to the 
community. Between 400 & 500 visited the museum on Sundays. Many veterans stopped by to share 
their stories. We also received many World War II artifacts as donations. 

 

EDUCATION: 

We continue to meet regularly. Our project right now is updating some of the exhibits such as 
Agriculture. The "Wheel of Change" exhibit needs to be brought up to date. We also plan to incorporate 
some of the items in the Living Room section of the museum to the actual Living Room of the house. 

 

Kathie Firkins, Education Consultant and Tour Director 

 “Tours and Education” 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

March 8, 2016 Rochester's Major League Sport Teams* by Scott Pitoniak 
April 12, 2016 When Music, Like Food, Was Local* by Dave Ruch 
May 10, 2016 Early Baseball history* by Joe Territo 
May 14, 2016 Old fashioned Baseball game** 
*at the Greece Public Library, 7:00 pm, Registration required  ** at the Greece Museum,  

 

Hometown Sports by Tom Sawnor 

Planning for our next major exhibit has begun.  "Hometown Sports of Greece, N.Y."  should open               
in the spring or early summer of 2016.  We are looking for three or more additional volunteers                   

to do research on our local athletes and coaches or help assemble the exhibit.   

If your are interested in local sports and willing to help with this exhibit email Tom Sawnor at 
tsawnor@rochester.rr.com or call 585-730-0157. 

mailto:tsawnor@rochester.rr.com
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Aydin Peters of Greece thanks veteran Jack Foy after 

hearing about his experiences in World War II. Mr. Foy 

served in Patton's Third Army and participated in the 

Battle of the Bulge. 

World War II veteran Wally Rust 

On Sept. 13th Wally Rust talked about his Navy 

experience as a hospital corpsman in World War II and 

exhibited many of his medical artifacts from the War. 

Tour of Hamlin CCC-POW Camp site 

On Sept. 18th Greece Historical Society 

hosted a tour conducted by Ed Evans of 

the former Hamlin CCC/POW Camp site 

Happenings at the Museum. 

History of Odenbach Shipbuilding,  

Marie Poinan's Sept. 8th talk on the history 

of the Odenbach Shipbuilding drew so 

many guests that a second presentation was 

held on Sept. 28th. With these two and 

others around Town, more than 450 people 

have now seen this program. 

Holy Sepulchre Cemetery Tours  

A second and third GHS sponsored tour of Holy      
Sepulchre Cemetery on Sept. 6th and 25th brought out               
dozens of  new people to explore this historic cemetery. 

Buffalo Bill 

An outstanding Buffalo Bill performance 
by Jeff "Gunny" Norman Oct. 13th was 
enjoyed by nearly 160 of our friends and 
neighbors. 
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The Greece Historical Society is grateful to these thoughtful and generous folks                                                    

who gave us items that are important to our museum collection.   

 

 Richard Fitz-Harris left Rochester on December 27, 1941 with the National Guard at 

the age of 19.  They were sent first to Maui for a month to patrol the beaches.  And so 

began his career in the military.  He retired in 1960, returned to Rochester where he 

worked for the next 15 years for the Department of Defense.  Richards said he served 

in Belgium, France and Germany and was injured in all three.  His injuries brought him 

home to Walter Reed Hospital to recuperate.  He then served stateside before being 

sent to Korea and then Japan.   

His wife, Karen, was able to join him in Japan and Panama and in the stateside duty 

stations.  They have recently moved to the Villages at Unity, so we haven’t completed 

recording his many adventures, but we will do so soon.  His story will be on display along with the two 

uniforms he donated to our collection.  One is a U.S. Army duty uniform and hat and the other is a U.S. 

Army fatigues uniform.  You can read more about Richard when you visit the museum next. 

 

Louise Luciano Singer brought us some school photos and report 

cards which are a real treasure to us. One of the photos is pictured 

here.  It is of her class at Hoover Drive School.  She even 

remembered most everyone’s names.  We will include these items 

with our history of Greece schools.  The report cards are those of her 

mother.  She attended School 11 and Benjamin Franklin High 

School.  The Luciano’s moved from the city to Greece in the 1950s.  

Louise saved her keepsake papers and merit badges from YMCA 

Camp.  We appreciated her sharing this slice of her life with us.   

 

Marie Poinan is writing about the photos and documents of Lee Clark who served in the Navy and gave us 

wonderful photos of Omaha Beach on D-Day plus 1, as he referred to it.  They will be included in a display 

story board for the WWII exhibit.   

Thank you to all who have graciously donated these life treasures.  We all have a story to tell.  Your story 

will help a future generation understand about our era.  We should all write it down, but rarely do.  Think 

about words that were common but are no longer used.  Who uses the word phonograph anymore?  Or, 

who knows what a Civil Defense blackout was?  Saving our history is important. 

Museum Acquisitions 

Words to Live By  (Anonymous) 

 Work for a cause, not for applause 
Live life to express, not to impress. 

Don't strive to make your presence noticed, just make your absence felt. 
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“More at the Museum”  

Expand Your Horizons 

The Greece Historical Society is looking for individuals interested in volunteering. We would like to add to 
our list of volunteers so we can enhance our contributions to the community. One of the benefits of 
volunteering is the opportunity to learn more about our town’s history, the people who settled here and 
made it what it is today. Another benefit is meeting and talking with our wonderful visitors and other 
members of the society. We have a great group of friendly, helpful people you’d be joining. 

If you are currently a volunteer, do you want to continue with your same skills or would you like to expand 
your horizons by serving in a different area? If you would like to join our volunteers, what are your interests? 
There are many areas where your skills and experience would help us grow. Please take a few minutes to 
look over the list below and consider signing up or at least inquiring about an area that interests you. Drop 
off or mail to GHS, 595 Long Pond Rd, Rochester NY 14612 or email your response to 
greecehistoricalsociety@yahoo.com along with your name and contact information. Our volunteer 
coordinator will contact you.  

Cut here*************************************************************************************** 

 

 

 

Volunteer Opportunities: 
Check all that may 
interest you.     

      

Museum: Exhibits _____ Office: Computer  ______ 

 Records/archives  _____ Typing ______ 

 School/Scout programs  _____ Filing, Organizing ______ 

 Collection care/artifacts  _____ Answering Phones ______ 

 Scanning images  _____ Finances ______ 

 Greeter/Tour Guide  _____   

      

Publications: Articles, Signs Writing _____ Technology: Computer Maintenance ______ 

 Researching  _____ Audiovisual Assistance ______ 

    Apps for Museum ______ 

Public Programs: Social _____ Web Order Processing ______ 

 Presentation _____   

 Power Point  _____ Maintenance: House ______ 

 Special Events  _____ Gardens ______ 

 Fundraising _____ Yard ______ 

 Promotion _____   

 Living history Interpreter  _____ Communication: Newsletter ______ 

    Oral History ______ 

      

Other Ideas, Suggestions: ________________________________________________________________________ 

 ________________________________________________________________________ 

Your Name, Tele #, Email: ________________________________________________________________________ 
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“From the Historian’s File” 

“GOING TO THE DOGS AT DEWEY AND LATTA” 
 

A Greyhound Dog Track was once at Dewey and Latta Roads.......Yes, from about 1927 to 1930 there 
was such an operation on the farm of Charles Whelehan. The Whelehan house, barn and an out 
building are still very much in use, on the north side of Latta, west of Dewey Avenue.  

Very little is known of the Greece Greyhound Association, Inc. Apparently, it was in operation from 
1927 to 1930. A copy of a complimentary ticket indicates the Greece Track was associated with the 
Monroe Greyhound Association, Inc. "The Daily Record" recorded a certificate of incorporation on July 
23, 1927 for "Monroe Greyhound Association, Inc. - The purpose of the corporation is to conduct 

greyhound races, foot races and races and sports of all kinds." Five principal directors all gave Rochester 
addresses.  

One of the gentlemen, J. Norman Beck, living at the Powers Hotel, was reported in Buffalo and 
Batavia papers as being jailed for illegal betting and gambling. He was sentenced to sixty days in jail but 
appealed the ruling. A few days later an article states: "Race Promoter Jailed, Plans to Bare Fixing" – “J. 
Norman Beck, serving a 60 day Sentence in Connection with Gambling at Last Year’s Batavia Meet, 
Threatens to Expose Politicians". He was released on bail and was to spend Thanksgiving with friends in 
New York City. The July 25, 1930, Buffalo News mentions Beck in connection with a proposed dog 
racing track in the town of Cheektowaga, Erie County. He is referred to as a Canadian sportsman who 

represents a syndicate chiefly of Montreal investors. Mr. Beck states a betting system similar to that of the 
dog track in Mineola, Long Island is legal in New York State. But an undersheriff of Erie County claims this 
is not so, as the courts have not handed down a final decision. That is the last article I've turned up about 
the wily, J. Norman Beck.  

What happened to the Dog Track in Greece? Legal problems and gambling issues caused its demise. 
The final chapter came on the night of April 7, 1932. John McShea, a neighbor north of the vacant track, 
spotted the fire and called the North Greece Fire Dept. The fire department found the grandstand and 
bleachers beyond saving and concentrated on saving the dog kennels and several smaller buildings. The 
kennels housed no dogs.  

 

 

 

 

 

A gas station-convenience store now occupies the southern end of the former track, where the 
Greyhounds one sprinted up to 45mph... 

Should anyone have further information or photos, etc. of this dog track of 80 some years ago we 
would be eager to learn more. 

 

Photos, data supplied by Alan Mueller, Historian's Office. If you have any information on our photos, call Alan at 663-1706. 
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Membership Application 

GREECE  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY & MUSEUM  

    (Please print)  DATE:_____________________________ 

NAME:_______________________________________________________________________PHONE:(_____)_______________________                                              

                       (Last)                             (First)                (M.I.)                             (Spouse, if applicable) 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

ADDRESS: ____________________________________________________________________________ 

                        (Street)                                                   (City/Town)                (State)             (Zip Code + 4)                                                                                    

E-MAIL ADDRESS: ___________________________________________________________ 

 

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP  CLASSIFICATIONS 

 

                                                                                            

                                                                                                   

 

Memberships are tax deductible. Please pay online via PayPal or make check payable and mail to : 

 Greece Historical Society  P.O. Box 16249  Rochester NY 14616-0249 

You will receive your membership card and receipt by return mail.  

CONTACT US 

GHS Office: 585-225-7221  

Email: greecehistoricalsociety@yahoo.com                                       

Website: www.greecehistoricalsociety.net 

Historian’s Office: greece.historian@frontiernet.net                      

Corinthian Editor: corintheditor@yahoo.com 

Greece Historical Society  
Greece Museum 

595 Long Pond Road 
P.O. Box 16249 

Rochester NY 14616-0249 

Non-Profit Org. 

U.S. POSTAGE PAID 

Rochester NY 

Permit #1188 

_____New Application     

_____Renewal       

_____Upgrade 

_____Donation 

Return Service Requested 

Student-Senior (65 & over) $10.00  ___ Business/Professional   $50.00  ___ 

Individual        $12.00  ___ Patron   $75.00  ___ 

Family $20.00  ___ Sustaining $150.00  ___ 

Supporting $50.00  ___ Life Members (Each) $500.00  ___ 

Your tax deductible membership in the Greece Historical 
Society is available at several levels. To join, renew, upgrade your 
membership or to donate a gift, fill out and mail the form below 
or bring it to our next program meeting. To pay via PayPal, visit 
our website at www.greecehistoricalsociety.net 
Your donations and memberships help keep our Museum open. 

Thank you for your support. 


