
  

 

 

Tuesday, May 12th  7:00 p.m.  Greece Public Library 

"Where Have You Gone Joe DiMaggio", Jackie Robinson, and Hank 

Greenberg: Ethnic Heroes in Baseball's Melting Pot  

by Dr. William M. Simons 

Illuminating America's racial and ethnic past, we examine and 

compare this iconic baseball triumvirate. And how it reflected 

the main currents of American life and culture. We explore the 

game's golden age, when it possessed the power to dramatize 

the imperfections of the nation's melting pot. It continues today 

with baseball stars who provide minority America with symbolic 

heroes.  
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Tuesday, June 9th   7:00 p.m.  Greece Public Library     

                     

The Movies of World War II by Donovan Shilling 

World War II was a dramatic time for many. The motion picture industry was espe-

cially alert to concern the public had for our service men fighting overseas. To 

that end they not only produced the usual movies, but also made such patriotic 

films as Guadalcanal Diary, One Minute to Zero, Five Graves to Cairo and the clas-

sic: Casablanca. They also made full length feature productions 

called The Ramparts We Watch. Come hear about how the 

public and little kids, reacted to these wartime movies.  

 
Donovan Shilling, a retired teacher and principal, has written numerous 

books about characters, places and events in Rochester's colorful past. His 

latest books, Rochester's Movie Mania, It's Showtime in Rochester and Made 

in Rochester will be for sale at the conclusion of the program. 

This event is made possible through the Speakers in the Humanities program with the 

support of the National Endowment for the Humanities. In collaboration with the New 

York Council for the Humanities It is free and open to the general public.  

Dr. Simons, a 
SUNY Oneonta 

professor and 
published spe-

cialist in baseball 

studies. 
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"President's Message"    

We had another couple of eventful 

months here at GHS.   

We received a grant from the 

Greece Rotary to help the Society 

continue with our long-term goal of 

preserving historical records, have 

assisted the Town in preparation for 

a grant for a historic marker com-

memorating the Odenbach Shipbuilding site, and our 

historian, Alan Mueller, received the Greece Chamber 

of Commerce History award on April 23rd. 

 We've removed some old exhibits and prepared and 

set up our WW II exhibit and planned a special recep-

tion for the veterans featured in the exhibit. We had 

two successful Tuesday evening programs, conducted 

a class for home schooled children and we are com-

pleting plans for our June 22nd Strawberry Festival.  

Four of us attended the Museum Association of NY 

conference in Corning.  Alan Mueller attended a Mon-

roe County Municipal Historian's meeting and a West-

ern New York Historian's conference while the board 

of trustees and a few volunteers attended a day long 

workshop with a professional consultant to help us 

develop a strategic plan.   

We have made arrangements with American Custom 

Exteriors & Interiors for our new roof and have esti-

mates for other needed maintenance projects. 

As we gear up for our new once-a-year May member-

ship drive (which may be a challenge this first year), 

we are sure that it will easier for all in the coming years 

by helping eliminate potential mistakes.  

We may feel a little overwhelmed and sometimes a 

little behind on many projects and plans, but remem-

ber we are an all-volunteer organization.  We've inter-

viewed some potential volunteers and with their help 

and that of our current dedicated volunteers, we are 

planning another eventful year.  

As always, THANK YOU to all our volunteers, mem-

bers, and businesses for supporting the Greece Histori-

cal Society. 

Bill Sauers, President 

“Museum Events” 

 Museum and Museum Shop hours:                                             
Sunday 1:30 - 4p.m.  Closed Mother’s Day                                                 

GHS office hours: Mon-Tue 9:30 a.m.-Noon                                

Museum and Museum Shop also open office hours.    
 

May 12th  Greece Library  7pm                                                                                         
Monthly Program                                                             

(See page 1)      

May 17th Greece Museum                                                                          
“World War II” exhibit opens                                                            

(See page 1)    

June 9th Greece Library  7pm                                                                                         
Monthly Program                                                             

(See page 1)            

June 22nd 4-7:30 pm  Greece Museum                                                                             
Annual Strawberry Festival Fundraiser                                             

(See insert)                                                   

 July 25/26th Greece Museum                                                                                                                                        
Annual Community Yard Sale                                                         

(See page 3)                 

Festival Volunteers Needed! 
 

Monday, June 22nd, 2015  4– 7:30 pm  
 

Please help us for this fun event!  

This is our major community fundraiser of the year. If 

you have enjoyed our programs this year, please 

help support future programs and exhibits by volun-

teering to help us with this important event. We can 

use your help just a few hours setting up in the 

morning, parking, selling tickets, being a greeter in 

the museum and/or clean-up. If you can help, please 

call 225-7221 or e-mail greecehistoricalso-

ciety@yahoo.com   

mailto:greecehistoricalsociety@yahoo.com
mailto:greecehistoricalsociety@yahoo.com
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“Our Museum Community”  THANK YOU to the BUSINESSES                              
that have SUPPORTED the                                

Greece Historical Society  
 

Fleming Point 
Greece Chamber of Commerce* 

JackCin Tax Service* 
Legacy at Park Crescent* 
Long Pond Auto Body* 

Long Pond Family Restaurant 
Mark DeNeve* 

Mark IV Enterprises                                
Mel's Diner 

North Ridge Glass* 
Northwest Savings Bank (Long Pond Rd) 

Party Productions* 
Special T Cakes & Desserts 

The Signery 
The Villages at Unity* 

Tim Horton's (Long Pond Rd) 
Tops Friendly Markets (Mt Read Blvd) 

Ultimate Interiors* 
Vay-Schleich & Meeson Funeral &                           

Cremation Chapels* 
Wegman Food Markets (Latta Rd) 

(* denotes Business Member)  

  

Up-Up and Away! 

Rochester goes airborne during the month of 

May highlighted by the 2015 Rochester Interna-

tional Air Show May 23rd & 24th but also with 

the Rochester Central Library's month long focus 

on aviation.   

Visit the Central Library for a month of movies, 

talks, readings, and activities for the whole family.  

Two of their featured speakers are our own Mau-

reen Whalen, who will tell the story of Blanche 

Stuart Scott on May 3rd at 2:00 pm, and Bill Sau-

ers who will present his program on early avia-

tion in Rochester on May 9th at 1:00  pm.  Check 

out the library's schedule at http://

www3.libraryweb.org/CentralEvents.aspx.  

If you haven't had enough of aviation by the end 

of the month, visit the Dryden Theater on May 

31st for the 1938 movie "Men with Wings".   

Congratulations to our Historian,                    
Alan Mueller 

 

On April 23 our own Town His-

torian, Alan Mueller was 

awarded a well deserved 

"History" award from the Greece 

Chamber of Commerce. 

Alan has served as a volunteer in 

this capacity at the Greece His-

torical Society for over 10 

years.  During this time he has 

completely reorganized the historian's office, created 

several exhibits at our museum, regularly meets with 

other Monroe County historians and assisted hun-

dreds of citizens both local and out of state with their 

history questions. 

Besides writing many local history stories for the D&C 

and our own newsletter, the Corinthian, he has also 

supplied historical information to the Greece Chamber 

of Commerce, the Town of Greece and the local media 

for use in their publications.   

Previous to his association with the Greece Historical 

Society, Alan volunteered for over 20 years at the 

Strong Museum and was a charter member of the 

Charlotte Genesee Lighthouse where he served as cu-

rator for many years. 

We salute Alan for his generous volunteer service to 

our community.  

July 25/26th Greece Museum                                                                                                                                        

Annual Community Yard Sale        

Join us for some great fun while you                           

sell your treasures or promote your business!  

12’ x 12’ space: $50/weekend                                                 

Grab a friend, Reserve now, Spaces fill fast! 

Call/text Cyndie, 585-230-8218                                                

http://www3.libraryweb.org/CentralEvents.aspx
http://www3.libraryweb.org/CentralEvents.aspx
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“Museum Shop”  

 
We have completed our mission of repaint-
ing our Museum Shop. It is so bright and 
beautiful; the Spring sunshine certainly 
helps. It is more colorful and spacious for us 
display our unique items. You must stop in 
to visit us.  

 
Wendy Peeck,  Museum Shop Coordinator 

Museum Shop hours: Sun 1:30-4:00, Mon-Tue 9:30-12 

Officers & Board of Trustees 

For newsletter input only, please contact: 

corintheditor@yahoo.com                          

Cyndie Shevlin, Editor                                                                                                                                                     
This newsletter is published bi-monthly by the editor for 

the Greece Historical Society and Museum. 

Please Remember  

The Greece Historical Society in your 

tax and estate planning. We are a 

non-profit organization                  

supported by your                                               

*gifts and endowments. 

We sincerely appreciate                       

your donations.   

*Tax deductible per (Section 501(c)(3)           

of the Internal Revenue Code 

 

**New Membership Renewal Date**  

Beginning this year all membership renewals will now be due on May 
1st. This new policy may inconvenience some for a short time but will 
eventually make it easier for us to manage memberships and hopefully 
eliminate errors. For those that have renewed or become members in 
the past few months, we have extended your membership through 
May 2016. Those whose previous memberships expired in the months 
after May will receive letters offering a prorated rate. As always, your 

membership and donations are tax deductible. 

Please be patient with us during this change-over and restructuring pe-
riod. You can find a membership renewal form on 
page 8. You can also renew on-line using PayPal at 
http://greecehistoricalsociety.net/membership/online

-membership-dues/ 

NYS Museum Conference 
 

On April 12
th

 -14
th

, four of our 
volunteers attended a Museum 
Association of New York Confer-
ence in Corning, NY. Our atten-
dance was funded by a grant 
from the New York State Council 
of the Arts and a private dona-
tion. We were able to attend 
more than a dozen different 
workshops on a variety of mu-
seum related subjects including: planning exhibits, marketing, 
fundraising, and strategic planning. We were able to network with 
some of the 400 New York attendees from small organizations like 
our own to major ones like the Corning Glass Museum.  We met 
many of the area’s museum professionals and government offi-

cials.  

The experience we gained will help us improve our organization 

and better serve the community.  

President: Bill Sauers 

Vice President: Sandy Peck 

Secretary: Paula Smith 

Treasurer: Betty Tudisco 

Executive Director: Needed 

Honorary Trustee: Don Newcomb 

Trustees: Ruth Curchoe 

 Pam O'Sullivan 

 Sandy Peck 

 Gregg Redmond 

 Bill Sauers 

 Tom Sawnor 

 Cyndie Shevlin 

 Paula Smith 

 Betty Tudisco 

 Jack Wallenhorst 

Committee Chairs:  

Grounds Bill Peeck 

Historian Office Alan Mueller 

Membership Kathy Kier 

Museum Shop Wendy Peeck 

Newsletter  Cyndie Shevlin 

Programs Bill Sauers 

Publicity Marge Zercie 

Registrar  Lee Strauss    

Tours, Education Kathie Firkins 

 Linda Evans 

l to r: Patrick Worboys, Alan Mueller,                   

Marie Poinan & Bill Sauers   

http://greecehistoricalsociety.net/membership/online-membership-dues/
http://greecehistoricalsociety.net/membership/online-membership-dues/


5 

 
 
 
EDUCATION: 
  
Spring has finally arrived in Greece.  With its arrival we always see the beautiful flowers, shrubs and trees 
blooming. The museum is also "blooming". The World War II Exhibit will have its Grand Opening to the 
public on Sunday, May 17th.  This committee has worked many long hours preparing the display for all to 
enjoy.  We thank them for all of their efforts. 
  

TOURS: 
  
Linda Evans and Kathie Firkins have developed a "Travelling Road Show".  We teach what it was like to 
attend school about 100 years ago in a One Room School House. With this, we travel to various schools 
and organizations. On Friday, April 17th we did a presentation for a Home School group that meets every 
Friday at Northgate Bible Chapel. Approximately 11 students and 4 adults were present. The children, 
ages 6 thru 14, are home schooled by their parents. The lesson includes rules that students had to obey 
and what a typical day would be like. We also bring some games and toys that would have been used 
during that time period which we allow them to play with. On Friday, May 29th we will be going to Lon-
gridge Elementary School where we will present our "show" to seven second grade classes, one at a 
time.  We also have two schools so far who have requested tours through the museum. 
  
We are very much in need of docents. Lee Strauss or I would be very glad to train anyone who might be 
interested. It is a fun experience. We give each volunteer a notebook which describes the exhibits and 
helps answer any questions that someone might ask. We are also working on a training video which will 
show how easy it is. Please call any of the following if you would like to give it a try: 
Kathie Firkins - 621-2869 
Lee Strauss - 227-5305 
The Greece Historical Society - 225-7221 
 

 Kathie Firkins, Tour Director/Education Consultant 

 “Tours and Education” 

 
Society to begin tours of Holy Sepulchre Cemetery 

 
    On Wednesday, June 3

rd
 at 10:00 a.m. volunteers from the Society will conduct a walking tour of the 

east side of Holy Sepulchre Cemetery.  Come learn about the notable Rochesterians interred in the oldest 
section of this historic 1871 cemetery, including Patrick Barry, “Rattlesnake Pete,” Colonel Patrick O’Rorke, 

Mother Hieronymo O’Brien, and James Cunningham. 

    The tour was mapped out by Joe Vitello and Maureen Whalen; Maureen will be your tour guide. The 
cost is $5.00, payable in cash or by a check payable to the Greece Historical Society.  The tour involves 
considerable walking and will last about two hours. It will take place rain or shine (except in the event of 

thunder storms). 

    The tour is limited to 20 people. We’ll meet at the front north gatehouse on the east side of Lake Ave-
nue. Email us at greecehistoricalsociety@yahoo.com or call 225-7221 to reserve a spot; please leave a 

phone number so we can confirm your place on the tour. No walk-ins, please. 

    We hope to repeat this tour several times over the summer (as interest continues), dates and times to 

be determined.  

mailto:greecehistoricalsociety@yahoo.com
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Planning Workshop  

On April 18th the board of trustees and several interested 
volunteers met at our history center with professional mu-
seum consultant Bruce Mosely for a workshop intended to 
help the process of forging a plan for the future of the 

Greece Historical Society. 

The session generated many good ideas on how the Soci-
ety could improve and advance.  The key issues identified 
were in the areas of marketing & community relations, vol-
unteer recruitment, financial stability and fund raising, membership retention and expansion, and increased 
museum attendance.  The next step in the planning process is to have a consultant assist a committee of 

trustees and members in the development of a strategic plan that will address these key issues. 

Funds for Mr. Mosely's consulting services were provided by a "Get Set" grant from the NYS Council on the 
Arts and administered by the Museum Association of New York.  We would like to thank Marie Poinan for 

her effort in obtaining the grant.  

“More at the Museum”  

 

Our Town in World War II 

Join our open house on Sunday, May 17
th

 from 2-4 pm for the Grand Opening of a major exhibit 
commemorating the 70

th
 anniversary of the end of World War II. Our Town in World War II  tells the story 

of how Greece residents helped win the war in the military and on the home front. 
Attending that afternoon will be some of the veterans and other people who were interviewed 

while preparing this exhibit. Based on these oral histories collected from the veterans, there are displays on 
soldiers and sailors who served in various campaigns including North Africa, Italy, Normandy, the Battle of 
the Bulge, the Philippines, and in Atlantic anti-submarine warfare. There is also a Wall of Remembrance 
dedicated to residents of Greece who died in action.  

The exhibit includes the home front as well, covering such aspects as rationing, scrap drives, volun-
teers with the Red Cross, air raid wardens and blackout drills, women in industry, and propaganda. 

A highlight of the exhibit will be a history of the Odenbach Shipbuilding Corp., including many never 
before published photographs. 

On display through December, this exhibit will take you back to a time when the town, like the 
whole country, was united in a supreme effort to preserve freedom. The exhibit will feature a revolving set 
of displays, numerous programs on topics ranging from the music and movies of the war era to ham radio 
operators, and a trip to the site of a POW camp in Hamlin.  

 A booklet based on the exhibit will be available for sale in the Museum’s gift shop. 

 

 

The World 

War II exhibit 

planning com-

mittee at                                                                 

one of their 

many weekly 

planning 

meetings. 

A crowd gathers 

around Kathy Connor, 

the curator of the 

George Eastman 

House, after her talk 

on April 14th about 

the Philanthropy of 

George Eastman. 
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“Life is Short - Eat Dessert First!” 

Come indulge with us at our  

 

“SWEET SENSATIONS” 
Strawberry & Dessert Tasting Festival Fundraiser 

Only $6.00 Each, Children 12 and under $3.00 

 
Monday June 22nd, 4:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 

Greece Historical Society 595 Long Pond Road 

 
Dessert tastings (while supplies last) 

from area establishments including 

Tim Horton’s, Mel’s Diner, Fleming Point, 

Long Pond Family Restaurant, Tops Friendly Market, 

Legacy at Park Crescent and Villages at Unity 

Hots and burgers available from Barton’s Parkside Hots 

Family entertainment with Flyin’ Brian & Miss Understood 

 

Door prizes & more great prizes at the Chinese raffle 

Displays and information by non-profit local organizations 

Visit our new World War II exhibit inside 

Free Parking on our lawn or at the Town Hall  
 

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS & VENDORS  

 
 



8 



9 

“From the Historian’s File”  

     By far the largest and the most elegant of all the late 19th and early 20th century hotels along Lake Ontario in 
Greece was the Odenbach Manitou Beach Hotel.  It was located at the far western end of the Manitou Beach Trol-
ley.  Built in 1888 by the Matthew and Servis Co. of State Street in Rochester, a wholesale and retail liquor and to-
bacco dealer, it was named for the resort of Manitou Springs, Colorado.   
     By the mid-1890s it had been taken over by Frederick Odenbach, who already had a modest restaurant on 
State Street. The Hotel had 25 guest rooms, a well-appointed lobby, a men's bar and ladies salon, plus a restau-
rant.   
     The building was lit by acetylene gas lamps from the gas plant on the property. The frontage on the lake was 
almost 800 feet with an expanse of sandy beach. The Manitou Trolley began frequent daily, seasonal service in 
1891.  
     Along with the trolley, the steamer Rosalie (owned by the Odenbach family) ran from about 1912 through 
1916. It docked at a pier that was about 800 feet in length, built of cement piers and steel decking.  A round trip 
ticket from Charlotte was 25 cents. 
     After Fred Odenbach's death in 1919, the hotel passed to his four sons, Fred J., John H., Matthew P. and 
Charles P. Odenbach. Matthew took over running the hotel from then on, making many improvements through 
the years.  A major renovation was enlargement and enclosure of the front porch.  The spacious room could easily 
seat 500 patrons and included a raised band stand and a dance floor.   
     From then on, the hotel became famous for its marvelous food, wonderful dance music and a panoramic view 
of Lake Ontario. Nationally known orchestras of the day such as Vincent Lopez and Tommy Tucker played en-
gagements there, as well as favorite local bands such as Sax Smith and Damon’s Orchestra. 
     By 1925 the trolley had bowed out to the ever increasing automobile traffic and the improvement of Manitou 
Rd. to a two lane paved road.  World War II had begun by 1939 and the United States went to war at the end of 
1941.  Curtailment of unnecessary travel by car and gasoline rationing brought an end to the 55 year run of the 
grandest hotel between Charlotte and Olcott Beach to the west.   
     It closed in 1943, never to reopen.  A headline in the Rochester Times Union on May 19, 1955 states: "Famed 
Lakeside Dining Spot, Hotel Manitou, Coming Down."  Matt Odenbach (manager since 1919) was quoted as say-
ing the work had started several weeks before and would be completed by July 4.   
     The furnishings had been sold and the lumber recycled. The property was still owned by Matt and his three 
brothers. The land was split into building lots shortly after.  Nothing remains as a reminder of the wonderful times 
that untold thousands of people enjoyed there.....only the expansive view of the lake remains and a faint musical 
refrain from long ago, whispered by a few remaining poplar trees along Manitou Road.   

          

 

Photos, data supplied by 
Alan Mueller, Greece 

Historian's Office. If you 

have any information on 
our photos, call Alan at 

663-1706. 
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Membership Application 

GREECE  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY & MUSEUM  

    (Please print)  DATE:_____________________________ 

NAME:_______________________________________________________________________PHONE:(_____)_______________________                                              

                       (Last)                             (First)                (M.I.)                             (Spouse, if applicable) 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

ADDRESS: ____________________________________________________________________________ 

                        (Street)                                                   (City/Town)                (State)             (Zip Code + 4)                                                                                    

E-MAIL ADDRESS: ___________________________________________________________ 

 

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP  CLASSIFICATIONS 

 

                                                                                            

                                                                                                   

 

Memberships are tax deductible. Please pay online via PayPal or make check payable and mail to : 

 Greece Historical Society  P.O. Box 16249  Rochester NY 14616-0249 

You will receive your membership card and receipt by return mail.  

CONTACT US 

GHS Office: 585-225-7221  

Email: greecehistoricalsociety@yahoo.com                                       

Website: www.greecehistoricalsociety.net 

Historian’s Office: greece.historian@frontiernet.net                      

Corinthian Editor: corintheditor@yahoo.com 

Greece Historical Society  
Greece Museum 

595 Long Pond Road 
P.O. Box 16249 

Rochester NY 14616-0249 

Non-Profit Org. 

U.S. POSTAGE PAID 

Rochester NY 

Permit #1188 

_____New Application     

_____Renewal       

_____Upgrade 

_____Donation 

Return Service Requested 

Your donations and memberships help keep our Museum open. Thank you for your support. 

Student-Senior (65 & over) $10.00  ___ Business/Professional   $50.00  ___ 

Individual        $12.00  ___ Patron   $75.00  ___ 

Family $20.00  ___ Sustaining $150.00  ___ 

Supporting $50.00  ___ Life Members (Each) $500.00  ___ 

 
Your tax deductible membership in the Greece Historical Society is 

available at several levels. To join, renew, upgrade your membership or 
to donate a gift, fill out and mail the form below or bring it to our next 
program meeting. To pay via PayPal, visit our website at 
www.greecehistoricalsociety.net 

When you receive your renewal letter, please consider upgrading. 

Greece Historical Society's 2014 Annual             

Report is now available on our web site.        

See it at the bottom of our home page            

http://www.greecehistoricalsociety.net  

http://www.greecehistoricalsociety.net

