
  

 

 

Tuesday, March10th  7:00 p.m.  Greece Public Library 

Abandoned: The Untold Story of Orphan Asylums 
By Michael Keene  

 
Abandoned presents eye-opening, true-to-life tales of the Five Points area of New 
York City and the desperation of a million Irish immigrants who hoped to find 
better conditions in New York after leaving behind the famine they experienced 
in their homeland in 1848. Unfortunately, after arriving in Lower Manhattan, 
they found squalor, gang violence, and disease. 

As a result of this crisis, the Age of Orphan Asylums began, 
culminating in one of the most improbable and audacious 

episodes in American history, the Orphan Trains.  

Michael Keene is an author and financial advisor. Michael has   
combined his interests in local history, writing and film                       

making in order to explore unique and fascinating chapters of                                        

19th century Western New York folklore and legend. 
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Tuesday, April 14th   7:00 p.m.  Greece Public Library     

                     
Philanthropy with a Purpose - A Look at What George Eastman Supported 

by Kathy Connor  

This program will deal with George Eastman's philosophy of giving and 
how it changed and evolved over his lifetime. It will highlight the way he 
was influenced by his mother in the early years.  It will also address his 
efforts to make Rochester one of the best cities in which 
to live and raise a family and discuss his final act of 
philanthropy, when he changed his will and left most of 
his estate to the University of Rochester.   

Kathleen A. Connor is presently the Curator of the George 
Eastman House and George Eastman Legacy Collection. Kathy has 
been at the George Eastman House for 32 years. She is responsible 
for the care and maintenance of George Eastman’s mansion and 

all aspects of his Legacy Collection care and interpretation. 
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"President's Message"    

We are only two months into a 
new year and have already 
accomplished a lot at your 
Historical Society in 2015. 

We conducted our annual 
meeting, elected the board of 
trustees, prepared an annual 
report, opened a new exhibit on 
the history of Uncle Sam and 
renewed our Town Historian contract.  

We have signed a contract with American Custom 
& Interiors for a new roof. We received two 
separate grants to help with our strategic 
planning process and also allow us to attend a 
State wide museum conference. We received 
financial support from the Friends of the Greece 
Public Library, the Greece Grange and Charlotte 
Appliance for the purchase a new refrigerator and 
we are also pursuing other grants to help 
purchase a new copier and preserve our artifacts.  

We have begun cataloging our library of books; 
we are continuing to scan old records and 
documents and the Holy Childhood students are 
about finished cataloging and photographing our 
non-collection items for insurance purposes. 

We are progressing with plans for our upcoming 
World War II exhibit, had two Tuesday and two 
Sunday programs, have scheduled three Fall 
Tuesday evening programs and we renewed our 
sponsorship with a Boy Scout Venture Group.  

Once we catch our breath, we will be traveling to 
the Rochester's Central Library, the Charlotte 
Branch Library, the Ogden Farmers Library, the 
Greece Community & Senior Center, the Village at 
Unity and the Town of Brighton to present 
programs during the next few months. Some of us 
will be attending a museum conference in 
Corning, NY and we will begin planning our 
strawberry festival fundraiser and annual 
community yard sale.  All our accomplishments 
would not be possible without the dedication of 
our volunteers and support from our members 
and friends.  Thank you. 

 

Bill Sauers, President 

“Museum Events” 

 Museum and Museum Shop hours:                                             
Sunday 1:30 - 4p.m.                                                   

GHS office hours: Mon-Wed 9:30 a.m.-Noon                                

Museum and Museum Shop also open office hours.    
 

March 8th  Greece Museum  2pm                                                      
Author’s Book Review                                                                      

(See page 6)      

March 10th  Greece Library  7pm                                                                                             
Monthly Program                                                             

(See page 1)           

         April14th  Greece Library  7pm                                                                                         
Monthly Program                                                             

(See page 1)      

The History Uncle Sam Exhibit                             

runs through March 22nd  

 Our newest exhibit shows how the national 

characterization of Uncle Sam originated around the War 

of 1812 and examines the many and varied illustrated 

posters of him through the years.  

The most famous rendition was created by James 

Montgomery Flagg and appeared in Leslie’s Weekly in 

July, 1916. There have 

been numerous other 

artists who have 

captured the image of 

Uncle Sam.   

As the embodiment of 

all things American, the 

figure of Uncle Sam has 

been used by people crossing the whole spectrum of 

politics—to rally the country when under attack, to invoke 

patriotism, to represent “Big Brother,” or to decry overseas 

aggression.    
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“Our Museum Community”  THANK YOU to the BUSINESSES                              
that have SUPPORTED the                                
Greece Historical Society  

 
Fleming Point 

Greece Chamber of Commerce* 
JackCin Tax Service* 

Legacy at Park Crescent* 
Long Pond Auto Body* 

Long Pond Family Restaurant 
Mark DeNeve* 

Mark IV Enterprises                                
Mel's Diner 

North Ridge Glass* 
Northwest Savings Bank (Long Pond Rd) 

Party Productions* 
Special T Cakes & Desserts 

The Signery 
The Villages at Unity* 

Tim Horton's (Long Pond Rd) 
Tops Friendly Markets (Mt Read Blvd) 

Ultimate Interiors* 
Vay-Schleich & Meeson Funeral &                           

Cremation Chapels* 
Wegman Food Markets (Latta Rd) 

(* denotes Business Member)  

  

 Museum Curatorial Committee 

For over 25 years members of our Museum Curatorial Committee has 
meet regularly and has taken care of our museum exhibit hall.  They 
have done the research and created exhibits, arranged fundraisers, 
decorated the house for holiday seasons, often using their own 
supplies and antiques and planned parties.  Over the years they 
established the kitchen and school room exhibits and most recently 

helped with the Civil War exhibit and the past Supervisors’ exhibit. 

Unfortunately they have lost members due to retirement, moving or 
even death.  With only four members left and new and younger volunteers doing these tasks, the remaining four 
members; Vi White, Sharon & Lorna Logan and Cathy Anderson have decided to retire from their responsibilities. 

We sincerely thank them for their years of dedicated service to the Greece Historical Society and as promised, they 
will still continue to support and take an active interest in the society. 

Their responsibilities will now fall under our new Museum/Collection Care Management Committee and the various 
sub-committees.  If you would like to assist with the care of our Newcomb Exhibit Hall or help create exhibits, please 
give us a call at 225-7221 or e-mail greecehistoricalsociety@yahoo.com. Bring a friend and help us together. 

New Roof  

In 2011 when we had some minor roof repairs done, 
we realized that we would soon need a complete new 
roof. We then began looking at the price of a new roof 
and two years ago initiated a capital campaign to raise 
funds for that new roof and other repairs to our 
building.  

We are now pleased to announce that thanks to a 
generous donation by Marc Tantalo, American 
Custom & Interiors, the local Greece business on 
Maiden Lane, will be installing our new roof this 
spring. With their excellent reputation and the fact 
that they are a local Greece business and were 
awarded the 2013 Greece Chamber small business of 
the year award, we look forward to the spring project.  

There are still other maintenance items and repairs 
needed to our old house including, but not limited to, 
replacing 17 windows, rebuilding the back exit 
stairway, and repairing and replacing some cupola 
sign lights. 

We would like to thank all our members, individuals 
and businesses, who contributed to our capital 
campaign and hope funds will continue to come in so 
we can properly maintain our historical center and 
protect our collection. Members of the Museum Curatorial Committee: Vi White, 

Sharon Logan, Lorna Logan and Kathy Anderson meeting 

with Shaina Sarkis and Bernie Wallenhurst. 

mailto:greecehistoricalsociety@yahoo.com
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“Museum Shop”  

 
This has been such a long cold winter. It’s time to 
bundle up! Beginning in March we will have new 
long sleeve t-shirts and sweatshirts available. A 
few sizes will be available, but the best part is you 
can order the color and size of your choice. Stop 
by and check out the options. Spring seems so far 
away… 

 
Wendy Peeck,  Museum Shop Coordinator 

Museum Shop hours: Sun 1:30-4:00, Mon-Wed 9:30-12 

Officers & Board of Trustees 

For newsletter input only, please contact: 

corintheditor@yahoo.com                          

Cyndie Shevlin, Editor                                                                                                                                                     
This newsletter is published bi-monthly by the editor 

for the Greece Historical Society and Museum. 

Please Remember  

The Greece Historical Society in your 

tax and estate planning. We are a non-

profit organization supported by your                  

*gifts and endowments. 

We sincerely appreciate                       

your donations.   

*Tax deductible per (Section 501(c)(3)           

of the Internal Revenue Code 

 

 

**New Membership Renewal Date**  

Beginning this year all membership renewals will now be due on May 
1st. This new policy may inconvenience some for a short time but will 
eventually make it easier for us to manage memberships and hopefully 
eliminate errors. For those that have renewed or become members in 
the past few months, we have extended your membership through 
May 2016. Those whose previous memberships expired in the months 
after May will receive letters offering a prorated rate. We plan a special 
mailing in April reminding everyone of this new renewal policy. As 
always, your membership and donations are tax deductible. 

Please be patient with us during this change-over and restructuring 
period. You can find a membership renewal form on 
page 8. You can also renew on-line using PayPal at 
http://greecehistoricalsociety.net/membership/
online-membership-dues/ 

Volunteer of the Year 

This year’s volunteer of the year, Maureen 
Whalen, has been active with our society for 
about three years. After presenting a Sunday 
afternoon program we asked her what she was 
doing now that she was retired. The rest is 
history…  

Maureen has worked with our education 
committee, set up and uses our new Past Perfect Museum 
software, created programs on Sam Patch and Blanche Stuart 
Scott, prepared an exhibit on the War of 1812 and WWII, helped 
organize game days, and is now cataloging our library. She had 
an almost full page feature story about her volunteerism in the 
Rochester D&C in 2013.  Maureen has helped bring a new 
professionalism to our organization. She also volunteers at the 
Seneca Park Zoo, and organizes monthly programs at the 
Charlotte Branch Library. We are grateful to have her presence. 

President: Bill Sauers 

Vice President: Sandy Peck 

Secretary: Paula Smith 

Treasurer: Betty Tudisco 

Executive Director: Needed 

Honorary Trustee: Don Newcomb 

Trustees: Ruth Curchoe 

 Pam O'Sullivan 

 Sandy Peck 

 Gregg Redmond 

 Bill Sauers 

 Tom Sawnor 

 Cyndie Shevlin 

 Paula Smith 

 Betty Tudisco 

 Jack Wallenhorst 

Committee Chairs:  

Grounds Bill Peeck 

Historian Office Alan Mueller 

Membership Kathy Kier 

Museum Shop Wendy Peeck 

Newsletter  Cyndie Shevlin 

Programs Bill Sauers 

Publicity Marge Zercie 

Registrar  Lee Strauss    

Tours, Education Kathie Firkins 

 Linda Evans 

http://greecehistoricalsociety.net/membership/online-membership-dues/
http://greecehistoricalsociety.net/membership/online-membership-dues/
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Tours/Education:                                             

Spring tours are being planned along with “roads trips” to take our history to the public.  

 Kathie Firkins, Tour Director/Education Consultant 

 “Tours and Education” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2015 Board of Trustees:  

(l to r) Tom Sawnor, Paula Smith, Ruth 
Curchoe, Gregg Redmond, Betty                        

Tudisco, Jack Wallenhorst, Sandy Peck,                              
Pam O’Sullivan, Bill Sauers.                                                                     

Not pictured, Cyndie Shevlin  

Our Town in World War II 

A major exhibit commemorating the 70th anniversary of the end of World War II will open at the 
museum on Sunday, May 17th. Our Town in World War II will focus on how Greece residents helped 
win the war in the military and on the home front. Based on oral histories collected from veterans, there 
will be displays on soldiers and sailors who served in various campaigns including North Africa, Italy, 
Normandy, the Battle of the Bulge, the Philippines, and Atlantic anti-submarine warfare.  There will also 
be a Wall of Remembrance dedicated to wartime Greece residents who died in service. The exhibit will 
feature the home front as well, covering such aspects as rationing, scrap drives, volunteers with the Red 
Cross, air raid wardens and blackout drills, the Odenbach shipping yard, women in industry, and 
propaganda. The exhibit opening will be preceded by a special invitation-only reception on May 8 for 
the veterans who shared their stories with us. The exhibit committee is planning activities and programs 
in conjunction with the exhibit, so look for more information about it in our next newsletter, on our 
website and on Facebook. 

Salute a World War II Veteran 

Celebrate the sacrifice and achievements of those who answered the call to serve their country with a 
tribute or sponsor ad which will be published in a commemorative booklet in conjunction with our May 
2015 exhibit “OUR TOWN IN WORLD WAR II.” You can remember the veteran in your family with a 
personal 4-line message for $25.00. Businesses and community organizations may sponsor a quarter or 
half page ad to acknowledge those veterans who served from the Town of Greece. 

Deadline to submit your text and payment is Friday April 24, 2015. For pricing or information, download 
the application from our website: www.greecehistoricalsociety.net or call the office (585)225-7221. 

Saluting our father                             
JOHN SMITH                                              

Who served in the Army                      
Tammy and Joe Smith 

In memory of                                         
JOHN SMITH  1920-2005                  

U.S. Navy Veteran                                
From grandson Joe Jones 

JOHN SMITH                                            
Thank you for your service!                                  

Best Wishes from                                         
Hank and Mary Johnson 

http://www.greecehistoricalsociety.net
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 Local Author to Talk about Her Book, Puff the Sea Lion 

On Sunday, March 8 at 2 p.m. Mary Ellen Ostrander, author of Puff the Sea Lion, a Love Story, will be at the museum 
to talk about her book and sign copies of it. 

During her more than 25 years working at the Seneca Park Zoo, Ostrander has cared for 
and trained Amur tigers, Bornean orangutans, polar bears, spotted hyenas, arctic wolves, 
Amur leopards, cougars, and California sea lions. However, she had never met any animal 
quite like the young bull sea lion, Puff.  From the time he arrived at the zoo when he was 
less than a year old to his unexpected death at the age of six, Ostrander developed a 
strong bond with him that she can only call love. 

Rocked by the sudden loss of this endearing animal with an engaging personality that 
made him a favorite of zoo visitors, Ostrander felt compelled to write his story.   

Ostrander’s memoir was written and published independent of her job at the Seneca Park 
Zoo and is not affiliated with it.  Proceeds from the profits of the sale of the book will benefit marine mammal rescue 
centers and the Monroe County Spay/Neuter Assistance Program. 

“More at the Museum ”  

Support from New York Arts and Humanities  

The Greece Historical Society is pleased to announce that the society has recently received two grants from 
the New York State Council of the Arts. 

A Get Ready grant was received in January to help with our strategic planning process. This will enable the 
Greece Historical Society to work with consultant Bruce Moseley.  Mr. Moseley will meet with board and 
staff members to provide an overview of the planning process and to introduce the importance of planning 
in helping the Greece Historical Society to meet its mission of preserving the history of the Town of Greece 
by enhancing its programming and visitor experience and attracting new audiences. 

A Travel Grant was received in February which will allow two Greece Historical Society staff members to 
attend the Museum Association of New York conference in Corning in April.   

The Get Ready and Travel grants are two of a series of grants offered by the New York council of the Arts to 
help museums and historical societies strengthen and develop their institutions, work with their 
communities and make it easier for organizations to access professional help and improve their institutions. 

In addition to these two grants, our May 12th program, "Where Have you Gone Joe Dimaggo?" is made 
possible through the Speakers in the Humanities program with the support of the National Endowment 
for the Humanities. Since its launch in 1983, the Council’s Speakers in the Humanities program has brought 
distinguished scholars on a wide range of humanities topics to audiences across New York State. This will 
be our 9th Speakers in the Humanities program in 6 years.  

We are pleased that these organizations have recognized the Greece Historical Society as a worthy society 
to fund, and thank them for their support.  

Upcoming Events   

May 12, 2015 “Where Have You Gone Joe Dimaggio," Ethnic Heroes in Baseball's Melting Pot by Dr. W.M. Simons  

May 17, 2015 “World War II” exhibit opens 

June 22, 2015 Annual Strawberry Festival Fundraiser 

July 25/26, 2015 Annual Community Yard Sale 
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“From the Historian’s File”  

 "The home front in Greece during World War II (1941-1945)" 
  
    On a spring evening in early April 1942, President Franklin D. Roosevelt went on the radio with a 
speech to the nation about the tremendous challenges that lay ahead.  War had been declared in 
December of 1941. A few lines from his talk follow:  "There is one front and one battle, where everyone 
in the United States - every man, woman, and child - are in action, and will be privileged to remain in 
action throughout the war. That front is right here at home, in your daily lives, and in your daily tasks".   
    The Town of Greece and its citizens took up the task of shifting from a decade of uncertainty caused 
by the depression to any equally strained ordeal of four years of war. Shortages were quickly felt, 
rationing of all types went into effect. Conservation and reuse were the norm.  Employment rose, as did 
wages, but quality goods dwindled...or were unavailable. 
     As have all wars, Greece would be forever changed because of it. The few illustrations shown are just 
a teaser for the exhibit now in development by a bevy of Greece Historical Volunteers.  The planned 
opening of this important exhibit about Greece's involvement in World War II and the home front 
will open on May 10th. Incidentally, May 8th is the 70th anniversary or as known then, "V-E (Victory in 
Europe) day".  More information and announcements will be forth coming keep to you up to date on this 
event.   
      

Photos, data supplied by 
Alan Mueller, Greece 

Historian's Office. If you 
have any information on 
our photos, call Alan at 

663-1706. 
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Membership Application 

GREECE  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY & MUSEUM  

    (Please print)  DATE:_____________________________ 

NAME:_______________________________________________________________________PHONE:(_____)_______________________                                              

                       (Last)                             (First)                (M.I.)                             (Spouse, if applicable) 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

ADDRESS: ____________________________________________________________________________ 

                        (Street)                                                   (City/Town)                (State)             (Zip Code + 4)                                                                                    

E-MAIL ADDRESS: ___________________________________________________________ 

 

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP  CLASSIFICATIONS 

 

                                                                                            

                                                                                                   

 

Memberships are tax deductible. Please pay online via PayPal or make check payable and mail to : 

 Greece Historical Society  P.O. Box 16249  Rochester NY 14616-0249 

You will receive your membership card and receipt by return mail.  

CONTACT US  

GHS Office: 585-225-7221  

Email: greecehistoricalsociety@yahoo.com                                       

Website: www.greecehistoricalsociety.net 

Historian’s Office: greece.historian@frontiernet.net                      

Corinthian Editor: corintheditor@yahoo.com 

Greece Historical Society  
Greece Museum 

595 Long Pond Road 
P.O. Box 16249 

Rochester NY 14616-0249 

Non-Profit Org. 

U.S. POSTAGE PAID 

Rochester NY 

Permit #1188 

_____New Application     

_____Renewal       

_____Upgrade 

_____Donation 

Return Service Requested 

Your donations and memberships help keep our Museum open. Thank you for your support. 

Student-Senior (65 & over) $10.00  ___ Business/Professional   $50.00  ___ 

Individual        $12.00  ___ Patron   $75.00  ___ 

Family $20.00  ___ Sustaining $150.00  ___ 

Supporting $50.00  ___ Life Members (Each) $500.00  ___ 

 
Your tax deductible membership in the Greece Historical Society is 

available at several levels. To join, renew, upgrade your membership or 
to donate a gift, fill out and mail the form below or bring it to our next 
program meeting. To pay via PayPal, visit our website at 
www.greecehistoricalsociety.net 

When you receive your renewal letter, please consider upgrading. 

Greece Historical Society's 2014 Annual             

Report is now available on our web site.        

See it at the bottom of our home page            

http://www.greecehistoricalsociety.net  

http://www.greecehistoricalsociety.net

