
  

 

4th Annual Community Yard Sale ! 
 

Saturday, July 25th 2015  10am–4pm     

 

Join us for this fun event!      

 

This is always a fun day chatting with neighbors 
and friends as we sell our treasures or promote 
our businesses.                                                                  
We can take your donated items, too!    

                                                                                            
See our information/registration form at GHS or 
at www.greecehistoricalsociety.net  or email 
corintheditor@yahoo.com.  

 

 We need your help setting up, being a greeter in the museum and 
especially with parking. For vendor reservation or to offer help, call 225-
7221 or text 585-230-8218 or e-mail greecehistoricalsociety@yahoo.com 
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Record Attendance at Dessert Festival 
 

Perfect weather brought a record crowd 
of 600 of our neighbors and friends to our 
June 22nd Festival. The word spread quickly 
to ”EAT DESSERT FIRST!" as the huge turnout 
brought on an early shortage of desserts, 
while Barton's Parkside Hots had one of his 
busiest days ever.  

Entertainment was provided by "Flyin  
Brian and the Balloon Lady", Jeremy Carter 
and the Greece Choral Society. The  "Our 
Town in World War II" exhibit was a hit with our visitors. Everyone said they had a 
great time at the town's best family summer picnic! 

We could not have done without the help of dozens of volunteers, young 
scouts, the Greece Police, all our vendors and the merchants who donated gifts 
for our door prizes. A special thanks to the Legacy at Park Crescent for printing the 
tickets and to our corporate sponsors: Wegmans, Northwest Savings Bank and 
Vay-Schleich & Meeson Funeral Chapels. 
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"President's Message"    

We had another busy two months 
at 595 Long Pond Rd. After several 
months of planning we opened the 
"Our Town in World War II" exhibit 
with a private reception on Friday 
May 8th, and opened the exhibit to 
the public on May 17th. In May 
alone we had over 100 visitors view 
the exhibit.  During May and June 
museum tours were conducted for 
330 students from several local schools, including 
home schooled children and the Athena Middle 
School History Club. We also hosted a tour for the    

residents of Grande Ville Senior Living Community.  

The Greece Historical Society was featured twice in the 
past two months on local television.  In May, Maureen 
Whalen was interview on Channel 10 by Rebecca    
LeClair about the World War II exhibit and in June, 
Time Warner interviewed Marie Poinan for a news item 

about the Odenbach shipbuilding building*. 

Our first ever tour of Holy Sepulchre Cemetery was a 
success. We had our roof replaced by American      

Custom Interiors & Exteriors and two weeks later  
entertained 600 guests at our Strawberry & Dessert 
Tasting Festival. We organized and presented two   

educational and entertaining Tuesday evening        
programs and went on the road presenting original      
programs at the Greece Community & Senior Center,    
Ogden Farmers Library, Brighton Town Hall, and  
Rochester's Central Library. 

We received a grant from the Greece Rotary which will 
help with the permanent retention of historical             
material and had our first planning meeting for our 
next major exhibit. 

Unfortunately we lost some long time friends, but we 
have also had the privilege of working with some  
highly motivated younger people. 

As always, thank you to all our volunteers, members, 
neighbors and friends who help support the Greece 
Historical Society and its efforts to save the past for         
future generations.   

*NOTE: Video of the May 8th reception, along with the 
channel 10 and Time Warner interviews are available on our 
web site. 

 

Bill Sauers, President 

“Museum Events”  

 Museum and Museum Shop hours:                                             
Sunday 1:30 - 4p.m.  Closed July 5th                       

GHS office hours: Mon-Tue 9:30 a.m.-Noon                                

Museum and Museum Shop also open office hours.    
 

Summer 2015 Greece Museum                                                                          
“World War II” exhibit                                                          

(See page 6)    

 July 25th Greece Museum                                                                                                                                        

Annual Community Yard Sale                                                         
(See page 1, 8)  

Upcoming Events: 

 

Tuesday, Sept 8, 2015  Greece Public Library 7:00 p.m. 
Odenbach Shipbuilding Corporation by Marie Poinan  

Friday September 18, 2015  Hamlin10:30 am                                             
Tour of Hamlin POW Camp by Ed Evans 

Sunday, October 4, 2015  Greece Museum 2:00                          
Battle of the Bulge  by Jack Foy           

Tuesday, Oct 13, 2015 Greece Public Library 7:00 p.m. 

Buffalo Bill Experience 

Tuesday, Nov 10, 2015 Greece Public Library 7:00 p.m. 
Songs of World War II by Michael Lasser  

Sunday, Nov15, 2015 Greece Museum 2:00 pm                             
KodaKids  by Mary Jo Lanphear  

On June 4th the 
Athena Middle 
School History 

Club toured our 
museum. 

On May 12th              

Dr. William Simons, 

from SUNY Oneonta,            

lectured about ethnic 

heroes of baseball.              
The program was funded         

by the New York Council          

for the Humanities. 
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“Our Museum Community”  THANK YOU to the BUSINESSES                              
that have SUPPORTED the                                

Greece Historical Society  
 

Fleming Point 
Greece Chamber of Commerce* 

JackCin Tax Service* 
Legacy at Park Crescent* 
Long Pond Auto Body* 

Long Pond Family Restaurant 
Mark DeNeve* 

Mark IV Enterprises                                
Mel's Diner 

North Ridge Glass* 
Northwest Savings Bank (Long Pond Rd) 

Party Productions* 
Special T Cakes & Desserts 

The Signery 
The Villages at Unity* 

Tim Horton's (Long Pond Rd) 

Tops Friendly Markets (Mt Read Blvd) 
Ultimate Interiors* 

Vay-Schleich & Meeson Funeral &                           
Cremation Chapels* 

Wegman Food Markets (Latta Rd) 
(* denotes Business Member)  

 

Holy Sepulchre Tour 

 
Eighteen people gathered on a splendid morning for a 
tour of Holy Sepulchre Cemetery on June 3rd, the first 
conducted by society volunteers.  Maureen Whalen led 
the group to the graves of 22 notable Rochesterians 
buried in the East Division of the cemetery, explaining 
their history and describ-
ing what the symbolism 
on some of the monu-
ments represented.  Af-
ter the walk they gath-
ered in the newly reno-
vated reception areas of 
the Gatehouses for re-
freshments prepared by 

Joe Vitello (who also 
helped map out the tour 
route) and Arnie Am-
mering.  The Society 
hopes to offer the tour 
again this summer. 

The Greece Historical Society gets a new roof! 

It has been a long time coming.  A few years ago 
we realized that our old roof would soon need to be 
replaced along with the other small repairs and up-
grades to our building at a cost we could ill afford.  
With the help of former Greece Supervisor and Vice 
President of Mark IV Construction Don Riley and 
friends we held a celebration and fund raising        
campaign on August 8, 2013 at the Legacy at Park 

Crescent.                                                                                 
That campaign resulted in raising a substantial 
amount, but we still need a little more.  On April 7, 
2014 a second campaign kickoff was held at our      
historic center with Supervisor Bill Reilich as honorary 
chair.  Although not quite reaching our goal, we were 
pleased with the result and began the process of get-
ting bids for a new roof.  We signed a contract with 
American Custom Interiors & Exteriors in early spring 
and awaited good weather, and waited and waited.       
Finally spring came and our new roof was installed in 
early June.  Mark Tantalo and his crew did a fantastic 
job and within a week the job was complete. 

Thank you, American Custom Interiors & Exteriors 
for a quality job.  Additional thanks to all the members, 
friends, and businesses whose contributions  gener-
ously supported this project. 

 

In Memoriam 

Edith Crawford, who passed away 
May 30, 2015, was a longtime volun-
teer of Greece Historical Society who 
was best known for her  baked goods 
sales.  She raised hundreds of dollars 
through the years.  She helped with 
school group tours and was always 
encouraging with her smiles.  We will miss her.  
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“Museum Shop”  

Our updated Museum Shop is so bright and beautiful; you 

must stop in and check it out. We have a red, white & blue 

theme here to accent our World War II displays in the Mu-

seum and the new book “Our Town in World War II”.  

Planning a road trip this summer? Come see our 
books that suggest beautiful places to visit in the 
Rochester/Upstate NY areas. Historical places can be 

fun for the whole family.                                                                              

Wendy Peeck,  Museum Shop Coordinator 

Museum Shop hours: Sun 1:30-4:00, Mon-Tue 9:30-12 

Officers & Board of Trustees 

For newsletter input only, please contact: 

corintheditor@yahoo.com                          

Cyndie Shevlin, Editor                                                                                                                                                     
This newsletter is published bi-monthly by the editor for 

the Greece Historical Society and Museum. 

Please Remember  

The Greece Historical Society in your 

tax and estate planning. We are a 

non-profit organization                  

supported by your                                               

*gifts and endowments. 

We sincerely appreciate                       

your donations.   

*Tax deductible per (Section 501(c)(3)           

of the Internal Revenue Code 

 

Rotary Grant   

We recently received a $500 grant from the Greece Rotary.  The funds 
will be used to provide for permanent retention of historical material 
which will help us serve our public's needs.  We will now also be able to 
produce high quality scans of our photo collection which will be used in 
our publications and presentations.   

We would like to thank the Greece 
Rotary for their generous support of 
our efforts to preserve and share the 
history of our community. 

Visit POW Camp Site  

Mark your calendars for Friday, 
September18th at10:30 am for a visit 
to the World War II POW campsite in 
Hamlin.  Ed Evans, who has been 
working on mapping out the area for 
many years, will be our guide for the 

90 minute walking tour. The cost is 
$5.00. More details will be published 
in the next newsletter.  

President: Bill Sauers 

Vice President: Sandy Peck 

Secretary: Paula Smith 

Interim Treasurer: Sandy Peck 

Executive Director: Needed 

Honorary Trustee: Don Newcomb 

Trustees: Ruth Curchoe 

 Pam O'Sullivan 

 Sandy Peck 

 Gregg Redmond 

 Bill Sauers 

 Tom Sawnor 

 Cyndie Shevlin 

 Paula Smith 

 Betty Tudisco 

 Jack Wallenhorst 

Committee Chairs:  

Grounds Bill Peeck 

Historian Office Alan Mueller 

Membership Kathy Kier 

Museum Shop Wendy Peeck 

Newsletter  Cyndie Shevlin 

Programs Bill Sauers 

Publicity Marge Zercie 

Registrar  Lee Strauss    

Tours, Education Kathie Firkins 

 Linda Evans 

 Al Meilutis, president of the       

Greece Rotary and  president elect, 

Patricia Anthony  presenting         

check to GHS president  Bill Sauers. 

  Our latest book, Our Town in World 

War II, was written by two of our 

members, Maureen Whalen and Marie 

Poinan. Your copy is now available in 

our Museum Shop. 
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TOURS and EDUCATION: 
  

BUSY, BUSY, BUSY times at the museum during the months of May and June… close to 300 second grade 

students were able to tour our museum. Thank you to Wendy Peeck for her impromptu explanation of 

the World War II vehicle located at the top of the stair landing! In that location, the children can see it 

when they come in the front door, so it is one of the first items that they ask about. Wendy just happened 

to be coming down the stairs when the students were entering the house and she quickly answered 

their questions. We also had the Athena Middle School 7th grade History Club, a group of students who 

are interested in history. We had great fun exploring history together. I want to thank Dr. John Woods for 

his help with the Home School group who were there specifically to study the World War II Exhibit. 

Next up was the Strawberry Festival. The Education Committee again had tables set up for old fashioned 
games. It had been a big hit in the past and continues to be a fun time. 
  

My thanks to all of the volunteers who willingly give their time to help make these tours, programs and 
exhibits a success. 
  
We are still very much in need of docents. Lee Strauss or I would be very glad to train anyone who might 
be interested. It is a fun experience. We give each volunteer a notebook which describes the exhibits and 
helps answer any questions that someone might ask. We are also working on a training video which will 
show how easy it is. Please call any of the following if you would like to give it a try: 
Kathie Firkins - 621-2869 
Lee Strauss - 227-5305 
The Greece Historical Society - 225-7221 
 

Kathie Firkins, Tour Director/Education Consultant 

 “Tours and Education” 

Corinthian by e-mail ? 

Many people have suggested that we send our newsletter via e-mail instead of mailing a hard copy 
through the postal mail.  There are many pro and cons to this idea and we would like your input.              

Please call 225-7221 or send an e-mail stating whether or not you would like our                                     
newsletter sent only by e-mail to greecehistoricalsociety@yahoo.com 

Treasurer Needed 

For the past couple years, we have had the privilege of having the services of retired banker                                   
Betty Tudisco as our treasurer. In this short time she has prepared much needed financial policies,                  

organized two professional financial reviews, set up an on-line accounting system,                                         

consolidated bank accounts and changed our investment account. 

Unfortunately due to personal commitments, she will no longer be able to act as our treasurer.                        
Our vice president, Sandy Peck will serve as interim treasurer with the help of                                                  

Bill Peeck until we can find a permanent treasurer.  

If you have the skills we need and are willing to serve as Greece Historical Society treasurer                             
give us a call at 225-7221 or e-mail greecehistoricalsociety@yahoo.com 

mailto:greecehistoricalsociety@yahoo.com
mailto:greecehistoricalsociety@yahoo.com
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Odenbach Shipbuilding Corporation 

The Odenbach Shipbuilding Corporation built tankers, tugs, landing barges and marine cranes on Dewey 
Avenue from 1942 until 1947.  John Odenbach’s patented way of bending and welding steel revolution-
ized the industry and the ships and marine equipment built in Greece NY, Galveston Texas and Miami 
Beach Florida kept over 3000 employees hustling    during the war years. The company was also one of 
about 5% of manufacturing facilities that earned the prestigious Army-Navy Navy “E” award for production 
excellence. 

A new 32-page book by Marie Poinan chronicles the history of the Dewey 
Avenue shipyard with many historic photos that have never been published 
before. It is now available for $11.00 in the gift shop and is the companion 
book to the earlier photo booklet that is also still available. Learn about what 
happened in the facility and look at the marine equipment produced that 
helped in the war effort.  

The shipyard is featured in on current display as part of the museum’s WWII 
exhibit and is quite prominent in the news since the demolition was started 
in early June. 

Marie Poinan will be presenting a program on the shipyard for the society’s 

September program at the Greece Library, 7:00pm on Tuesday, September 
8.  It will include photos of the building going up and coming down as an 
irreplaceable piece of Greece history is lost. 

“More at the Museum”  

Our Town in World War II  Exhibit  

 
On display through December, this exhibit takes you back to a time when the town, like the whole 

country, was united in a supreme effort to preserve freedom. The exhibit features a revolving set of displays, 

numerous programs on topics ranging from the music and movies of the war era to ham radio operators, 

and a trip to the site of a POW camp in Hamlin.  A highlight of the exhibit is a history of the Odenbach  

Shipbuilding Corp., including many never before published photographs.  

 

Our honored guests at our opening day ceremony:  

Front Row: (l to r) Harley Burgess, Chester Palinski, 
Eugene White, George Haines, Jack Foy, Warren 
Crandell, Stanley Hwalek, retired GHS Executive                      

Director Lorraine Beane.                                                                                      
Back Row: (l to r) Greece Post #468 Color Guard 

members, Greece Council Diana Christodaro, Greece 
Council Brett Granville, NYS Senator Joe Robach,          
NYS Assemblyman Peter Lawrence, Greece Town  

Supervisor Bill Reilich, Greece Receiver of Taxes        
Rick Antelli, County Legislator Tony Micciche, former 

Greece Supervisor and VP of Mark IV Don Riley, 
Greece Historical Society President Bill Sauers,           

Greece Post #468 Color Guard members. 
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“From the Historian’s File” 

A tribute to the late "Ginny" Tomkiewicz    

The name of Virginia Tomkiewicz, or Ginny, as everyone knew her, might not be known to many. She 
was the Greece town historian from July, 1969 until her retirement in July, 1995. A love of history led her 
to an interest in Greece's early history. Employed part time in the old town hall on Ridge Road, Ginny of-
ten had occasion to go into the town Clerk's vault and archives. She would spend her lunch hours por-
ing over old ledgers and documents from the vault and archives. When the town historian, Elbert Ange-
vine died, the town supervisor, George W. Badgerow, immediately thought of Ginny as successor and 
appointed her as the third Greece Town Historian. Although the position was part time, she put in many 
more hours than she received compensation or acknowledgement.  

The Town of Greece lacked an historical society and Ginny felt that the largest town in Monroe Coun-
ty should have one. By September she wrote to a select group of town folk she felt might be interested 
and the group of twenty or so held the first meeting shortly after. The next meeting formed an historical 
society for Greece and a provisional charter was received from the State of New York. With a charter 

membership of 150 plus, a permanent charter was granted in 1974. 
The U.S. Bicentennial was celebrated in 1976. Ginny, Loretta Bowers, chairperson of the Greece Bi-

centennial committee and Shirley Cox-Husted, Monroe County Historian, were invited to Washington for 
a ceremony saluting New York State. They also visited Congressman Barber B. Conable Jr. at his office. 

The Historical Society needed space for their meetings and for their small collection of Greece memo-
rabilia and Ginny was running out of space at her home. A small English Road house, owned by the 
town, became available in 1978 through the help of Supervisor Don Riley. The Historical Society moved 
in on the ground floor with the historian’s office taking the second floor.   

About the same time, Ginny and Shirley began compiling a much needed book on the history of 
Greece. Their diligent effort brought forth the award winning publication, "Eight Miles Along the Shore", 
an illustrated history of Greece, N.Y.  In addition to her regular duties in the historian office, Ginny helped 
run several guided bus tours of Greece. She was active in the Charlotte Genesee Lighthouse Society, Ga-
nondagan State Historic Site and several western New York and Monroe County historian organizations. 
Through their financial and ongoing support, Ginny and Bill Tomkiewicz were made Life Members of the 
Greece Historical Society. The Historical Society and the historian’s office moved into the newly acquired, 
relocated and renovated Larkin-Beattie-Howe house at 595 Long Pond Road in the early 1990s.  

After 26 years as the Greece Town Historian, Ginny retired in July, 1995. She was honored at our 
40th anniversary party on Oct. 9, 2009. After moving to the Village at Unity a few years later, she moved 

to the Edna Tina Wilson Living Center, where she peacefully passed away at age 92 on April 19, 2015.   
The family (husband Bill, son William L. and daughter Kathleen Cooper) hosted a celebration of her 

life on May 23rd at the Village at Unity. At the announcement of Ginny's retirement, Supervisor Roger 
Boily had said, 'She's just a delightful lady; she'll be missed. The town owes her a great deal of gratitude 
for what she has done." The Greece Historical Society and I also owe her a great deal of gratitude and 
lasting remembrance...   

Photos, data supplied by Alan Mueller, Greece Historian's Office. If you have any information on our photos, call Alan at 663-1706. 
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Call/Text  

(585) 230-8218 

12x12 space 

$40 if reserved 

by July 8th 

Community Community   

Yard SaleYard Sale  
July 25th 

10am-4pm  

Fees help support the Greece Museum, owned and operated by the non-profit,                                                              

Greece Historical Society. Donations are tax deductible. 

Bring a friendBring a friend  

Sell your stuffSell your stuff  

at theat the  

Greece Museum!       Greece Museum!       
(595 Long Pond Rd 14612)(595 Long Pond Rd 14612)  
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Remembering  

 Ginny 

Judy Sinclair and 
WW II Veteran            

Warren Crandell  

Greetings from our Greece Museum 

WW II Exhibit Visitors 

George Haines, Jack Foy 
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Membership Application 

GREECE  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY & MUSEUM  

    (Please print)  DATE:_____________________________ 

NAME:_______________________________________________________________________PHONE:(_____)_______________________                                              

                       (Last)                             (First)                (M.I.)                             (Spouse, if applicable) 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

ADDRESS: ____________________________________________________________________________ 

                        (Street)                                                   (City/Town)                (State)             (Zip Code + 4)                                                                                    

E-MAIL ADDRESS: ___________________________________________________________ 

 

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP  CLASSIFICATIONS 

 

                                                                                            

                                                                                                   

 

Memberships are tax deductible. Please pay online via PayPal or make check payable and mail to : 

 Greece Historical Society  P.O. Box 16249  Rochester NY 14616-0249 

You will receive your membership card and receipt by return mail.  

CONTACT US 

GHS Office: 585-225-7221  

Email: greecehistoricalsociety@yahoo.com                                       

Website: www.greecehistoricalsociety.net 

Historian’s Office: greece.historian@frontiernet.net                      

Corinthian Editor: corintheditor@yahoo.com 

Greece Historical Society  
Greece Museum 

595 Long Pond Road 
P.O. Box 16249 

Rochester NY 14616-0249 

Non-Profit Org. 

U.S. POSTAGE PAID 

Rochester NY 

Permit #1188 

_____New Application     

_____Renewal       

_____Upgrade 

_____Donation 

Return Service Requested 

Your donations and memberships help keep our Museum open. Thank you for your support. 

Student-Senior (65 & over) $10.00  ___ Business/Professional   $50.00  ___ 

Individual        $12.00  ___ Patron   $75.00  ___ 

Family $20.00  ___ Sustaining $150.00  ___ 

Supporting $50.00  ___ Life Members (Each) $500.00  ___ 

 
Your tax deductible membership in the Greece Historical Society is 

available at several levels. To join, renew, upgrade your membership or 
to donate a gift, fill out and mail the form below or bring it to our next 
program meeting. To pay via PayPal, visit our website at 
www.greecehistoricalsociety.net 

When you receive your renewal letter, please consider upgrading. 

Greece Historical Society's 2014 Annual             

Report is now available on our web site.        

See it at the bottom of our home page            

http://www.greecehistoricalsociety.net  

http://www.greecehistoricalsociety.net

