
 



 



  



 



 



 



 



 



   



 



 



 “I concluded that if my country ever needed my services it was then. 

 I was then nineteen years old.  I immediately went about preparing 

 and the same evening bout 10 o’clock I left the Genesee River with 

 about one week’s provisions in my knapsack and my rifle on my  

 shoulder, steered my course for the Ridge Road afoot and alone 

 and arrived at Parma Corners next morning where I met a great 

 number of the militia going on to meet the enemy.” 

 

George joined a group of about 300 American militiamen at Hardscrabble, eight 

miles from Fort Niagara, where he remained for three weeks.  Since they did not 

engage the enemy in that time, George got “tired of stopping in the army and got 

a pass and returned to the Genesee River.” 

 

 As merchant and forwarder in Charlotte, in association with partners or on 

his own, George eventually owned a fleet of seven schooners (1821-1835).  The 

schooner was the favorite cargo ship of small carriers because of its speed and 

“surety in working narrow channels and confined waters.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Small steamers and schooners typical of the early 1800‟s on the Genesee River. 
 Albert Stone Collection; Monroe Co. Library 



 There was no standardization in ship building, each builder add-

ing their own improvements or adjustments for lake travel.  Each har-

bor presented a new set of challenges, including Charlotte.  Mrs. Latta 

remembered that: 
 

 “When we first came to Charlotte, there was no lighthouse.   

 The vessels came up the river on the opposite side, on account  

 of the west side of the river continually filling up with sand . 

 They steered their course by the light of a strong lamp up in 

 the top of our hotel, and an immense tree called the Pilot Tree. 

 When the vessels arrived at the tree, they commenced  

 whistling and ringing bells, and continued all the way to 

 the landing place.”   
 

 Improvements in the channel in 1829 and the addition of stone 

piers in 1838 allowed the largest vessels to travel up river.  By 1835, 

though Latta owned shares in the steamship “Cobourg” in association 

with Canadian and American investors, he had sold his fleet of 

schooners.  The advent of the steamship and the building of the Erie 

Canal had changed the nature of trade and cargo transport in New 

York State.  Those improved forms of transportation though, could not 

change winter weather which continued to force the closing of river, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                       A packet boat on the Erie Canal at the port of Henpeck (South Greece) 



 



 George Latta was more than a broker buying, selling, and shipping frontier products.  

He was a successful entrepreneur whose operation encompassed the entire process from raw to 

finished products, and from wholesale to retail sales.  His customers included individuals from 

such a wide area as Rochester, Niagara and Pottsdam as well as such businesses as ships, banks, 

schools and hospitals.  His business associates were his counterparts in Canadian and American 

ports along the St. Lawrence River and Lake Ontario and in cities as far west as Ohio and 

Michigan.  Over his business career in the Genesee Valley area he owned farms, asheries, ware-

houses, graineries, a tannery and a grocery/drygoods business.  He even grew nursery stock, 

predominately fruit trees, on property next to the Rochester-Charlotte Plank Road.  In addition, 

he bought 179 acres in Michigan and 74 acres in Cuyahoga County (now Cleveland) in Ohio.  

Because of his access to available capital, Latta was a money lender as well.  An 1855 inven-

tory shows that he held the lien on 21 mortgages worth $13,243.91.  In short, he fostered a mini

-monopoly of supply and services in the emerging community.  In his memoirs he writes: 

 

 “In 1821, I commenced business with J. K. Guernsey, Frederick 
Bushnell and V. R. Hawkins, under the form of G. B. & Co.  In the 
spring of the same year, we established and ashery for manufacturing pot 
and pearl ashes in connection with James Currier, one mile west of the 
Genesee River on the Latta Road, and at the same time purchased of G. 
& B, a small stock of goods which they had in the village of Gaines in  
Genesee County and built an ashery there in connection with James 
Mather of that place.  In winter of 1832-33, I had built the schooners 

“Guernsey”  
and 
“Cleveland”. 

 



 



  

 

 

 To ensure the growth of business at the mouth of the Genesee, particularly 

in the face of competition from Carthage and Rochester, Latta with other  

Charlotte businessmen petitioned the New York State Legislature in 1832 for  

permission to build a railroad to the port.  When permission was delayed, the 

Rochester-Charlotte Plank Road was built in 1849, running from Mc Cracken 

Street (now Driving Park Avenue) to Latta Road and the docks, a distance of eight 

miles.  George Latta was the primary stockholder in the company and his farm 

supplied the bulk of the hemlock logs used for the road.  Tolls collected for the 

year 1852 were an impressive $7,663.68.  

 

  By 1852, permission had been granted to build the railroad.  When ground 

was broken in August 25, 1852, the Rochester Daily American said: 

 

 

 Little Miss Charlotte … styled on Wall St. begins to get ready for 

 company. . . She talks of wharves . . .the shipping interests and 

 Other maritime matters . . .evidently takes great airs from the fact  

 New York is only an instance of what a small but well located seaport  

 may become in the process of time. 
 

 

When the first run from Rochester to Charlotte was made on May 12, 1853 in 

thirty minutes, the same newspaper said of the arrival the train: 

 

 

 . . . Was something of a surprise to the citizens of the village, but the 

 event was hailed as one of no small importance to their interests. . . .  

 With a direct and speedy communication with Canadian ports  

 (freight and) passengers can be taken from Charlotte to New York 

  in 12 hours and from Canadian ports in 24 to 30 hours. 
 

  



 It was hoped that in addition to trade, recreation and the increasing Niagara 

Falls tourism would greatly enlarge the business activity of the port.  For that rea-

son the Rochester-Charlotte Plank Road, with Latta as the primary stockholder, 

built a hotel at the railroad terminus.  When it failed as a business, Latta bought 

the  “Lake House”  for his home.  It was located where Spanish Garden Apart-

ments are located now on Latta Road.  It was destroyed by fire in the 1960‟s. 

 

 Like the Rowe Family, George Latta was also instrumental in providing 

the opportunity for the growth of social institutions in his community.  In 

1833, he donated a small parcel of his land on the north side of what is now 

Stutson Street for a school.  The meager size of the lot barely afforded room 

for the school building much less a privy in winter: 

 “It took time to get warm when the cracks in the floor were 

 large and numerous.. . . .Jack Frost held a mortgage on the  

 toes which he was loath to release.” 



 In addition, as trustee of the First Presbyterian Society, Latta encouraged the building of 

their first church on land sold to the society by Samuael Latta‟s widow. 

 

 George Latta married Frances Mann in 1839 when he was forty-four years old.  Frances 

had come to Rochester from England with her family in 1826, where they bought and operated 

the Commercial Hotel..  They had ten children born between 1840 and 1859.  One of the sons, 

George, Jr., worked with his father and eventually took over the family mercantile business at 

Charlotte.  Another son, six year old John William, “Playing on the wharf with two compan-

ions”, slipped and fell into the Genesee River in 1862.  His friends sounded the alarm and help 

soon arrived but to no avail.  He drowned in the force of the water in the spring freshet. 

 



 Latta‟s extended family included Samuel Latta‟s widow, his nephew John 

A. Latta (who was in charge of Latta‟s tannery and shoe store in Brockport), and 

Benjamin Barton family in Lewiston.  As with business associates, George was 

often called upon by family members to rescue them financially or make outright 

gifts of money.  A poem from “poor cousin” F. A. Barton on December 30, 1836 

ended in this postscript: 

 
  And now, I hope you will be willing 
  For Christmas sake, . . To send a shilling, 
  Unless I am such a nuisance found 

  That you would rather give  “the pound”. 

 

  

 

 George Clinton Latta 

was a successful business man 

because he was practical and 

flexible in his choice of enterprises, adjusting his interests to the tremendous 

changes taking place, especially in transportation and technology.  Part of that 

success was due to his being involved in the entire supply process from raw mate-

rials to finished goods.  His activities on behalf of his business were also of bene-

fit to his community.  He accomplished this by maintaining close association with 

those in power and by taking calculated risks on his own behalf and that of his 

community,  

 



 



 



GLOSSARY 

 

1.  APPRENTICE, n.  One bound by legal agreement to serve another for a  

   certain time for the purpose of learning a craft or trade. 

2. ASHERIES, n.  A furnace to reduce wood to ashes for various uses, such as 

   soap making. 

3. „CAUSEY‟ (OR CAUSEWAY), n.  A street or area paved with cobblestones. 

4. DROVER, n  One who drives sheep, pigs or other cattle to market. 

5. FETTERLOCK (OR FETLOCK) n.  The tufted, cushioned protection on the 

   back side of the horse‟s leg above the hoof. 

6. FRESHET, n.  The overflowing of a stream. 

7. HAWSER, n.  A large rope for towing or mooring a ship. 

8. INTERCEDE, v.  To act between parties for the purpose of settling differences. 

9. LOATH, v.t.  To dislike greatly. 

10. MONOPOLY, n.  Exclusive control of the supply of any commodity or service 

   in a given market. 

11. „NAPSACK” (OR KNAPSACK), A case of canvas or leather for carrying 

   necessities on a soldier‟s or traveler‟s back. 

12. PORTAGE n.  The carrying of boats, goods, etc. overland between navigatable 

   waters. 

13. PRIVY, n.  A toilet, outhouse or the lake. 

14. SURVEY, v.t.  To determine, by mathematical principles, the form, extent and 

   position of a tract of land. 

15. TERMINUS, n.  The end or final goal. 
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