Greece History
Greece Special Police, the Former Civil Defense Auxiliary Police
by: Special Police Chief Michael DiCataldo
The Special Police Unit of the Greece Police Department was also known as Auxiliary Police. In 1951 the Federal government
passed legislation that civil defense would be a vested joint effort between the federal government and states, to protect against
communist government attack of the United States with atomic bombs or other radiological weapons. New York State created
the Defense Emergency Act of 1951 which required each county to create a civil defense plan to control traffic, crowd control,
assist and manage fallout shelters and have many other entities like medical and construction units available to manage, control,
and rebuild in event of an enemy attack
The County of Monroe instructed each town to create a defense plan which included Auxiliary Police. They had to train and
equip the auxiliary police to control traffic and perform other police/civil defense functions as may be required during and after
an attack.
The Greece Auxiliary police was formed in 1951 and they were trained to assist with Civil Defense needs such as traffic control,
crowd control, shelter security, and more as needed. As the years went on the Auxiliary Police Department stayed active in
Greece assisting with traffic during parades, carnivals, and other large gatherings where additional police manpower was needed. Auxiliary Police personnel assisted with traffic control at polling stations and several churches in the town during the 1960s
and early 1970s. Through the years the Auxiliary Police Unit picked up addition responsibilities such as issuing parking tickets
and patrolling town parks and schools, while still providing traffic control for special events within the town.
In 1997 the County of Monroe disbanded Auxiliary police for Monroe County. This meant the Town of Greece would have to
adopt a new law to create a Special Police Unit which would be under the control of the Town Board and the Greece Police Department. Since then, we have continued to support the Town for all special events and emergency situations caused by serve
weather and man-made events.
The members of the Special Police unit are all certified New York State Peace Officers. All members have attended an Academy
which involves 160-plus hours of training. They have the authority to enforce laws and have powers of arrest. Their goal is to
continue to assist the Police Department with public safety. They have additional responsibilities such as ATV and snowmobiles,
patrol as needed for nuisance complainants in the town, and they continue to provide an extra set of eyes and ears for the force,
along with providing a police presence within the Town as they patrol the town’s parks and schools.
The office of the Special Police is located at 647 Long Pond Road. The Unit is a volunteer organization which has 35 active members. We are always looking for qualified candidates. This Unit is a great opportunity for young people interested in law enforcement or established individuals in our community who want to volunteer in this capacity. Anyone interested should visit our website www.greecespecialpolice.com or call 585-581-6325.

Civil Defense Days 1956

Greece Special Police, Dec. 2021

“History is who we are and why
we are the way we are”
~David McCullough
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