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Greece Historical Society's 46th Annual                                                                           

Strawberry & Dessert Tasting Festival                                                                                        

Monday, June 20, 4:00 - 7:00 p.m.  

At a New Location - Town Hall Pavilion                                                                              

Park at the Town Hall 
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 "President's Message"    

This past month we have been distributing pioneer certificates and planning for the strawberry festi-
val at a new location. Jo Ann Ward Snyder gave a talk at Orchard View Senior Apartments, and I 
was the speaker at the May AARP meeting. Maureen Murphy, Deborah Myers, and Carolyn Kerhaert 
told the stories of their Greece pioneer families on Tuesday, May 10 and on May 22, Dave Kunz en-
tertained us with "grandfather   stories" at our first Sunday afternoon program in more than two 
years. 

Our cupola sign was refreshed with a coat of paint; we will complete the work with a few minor re-
pairs soon. We had our annual inspection of fire extinguishers and the garden clubs have started to 

spruce up our gardens. Meanwhile Alan Mueller and Joe Vitello have been busy doing some spring cleaning in our 
attic storeroom. 

Eleven Bicentennial Snapshots have been completed and a newly published history trail brochure is now available 

and good part of the collection of Greece Post newspapers is now available on-line. 

Marie Poinan and Jo Ann Ward Snyder are busy preparing volume 2 of Pioneer Families of the Town of Greece. It is a 
long arduous job as new families and new information seem to be added daily, including the acquisition of a large 
collection of photographs about families we previously were not aware of.  

As part of our Thomas H. Boyde, Jr. study, I had the opportunity in May to tour and photograph the cottages at the 
Villa of Hope which Boyde design. On a personal note, I had a private tour of the newly renovated Brent's Opera 
House in Medina. 

Thank you to everyone who has already paid membership dues for this year. We will be sending out reminder letters 
to those who may have forgotten. 

Bill Sauers, President                               

                          Festival Setup, Takedown Help Monday June 20 

 We are seeking a few able-bodied volunteers to help set-up for our Strawberry 

Festival on Monday morning, June 20.  If you can help, give Bill a call at 225-3760 

or call the GHS at 225-7221 or email greecehistoricalsociety@yahoo.com  

We will also need some help after the festival is over at 7:00 p.m. If you can help 

with this later task, also give Bill a call at 225-3760 or call the museum at            

225-7221 or email greecehistoricalsociety@yahoo.com  

mailto:greecehistoricalsociety@yahoo.com
mailto:greecehistoricalsociety@yahoo.com
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Pioneer Families on Display 

We are highlighting several of our Greece pioneer families throughout this bicentennial year. Story 
boards are now on display in our dining room. Each family’s history will remain on display for two 
months. The families we are highlighting during the months of May and June are  EDDY, GOODWIN, 

LAY, and VOLKMAR.  

We hope you visit these rotating displays throughout the year to learn more about the pioneer families 

who settled in Greece before 1872. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On May 11, Jo Ann Ward Snyder presented a program about pioneer families of 
Greece to a group of residents of Orchard View Senior Apartments and Bill Sauers 
spoke to the local AARP group about the activities and accomplishments of the 

Greece Historical Society. 

 

                                                                                                                                                  

 

 

 

 

Our May 10 Tuesday evening program featured                                                            
Maureen Murphy, Deborah Myers, and Carolyn Kerhaert                                                                  

telling the stories of their Greece pioneer families. 

GHS Happenings  

For the past few years our front yard cupola sign has 
been showing signs of wear. This past May the sign  

finally got a professional paint job, thanks to JTL       

Painting LLC. Some minor repairs are still needed. 
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 “Museum Shop”                        

It’s time for our Strawberry Tastings Festival. This 
year we are hosting it at the Greece Town Hall 
Pavilion. We will have items from our Museum 
Shop available to purchase there. Your Festival  
ticket will have a $1.00 coupon, good on any 
purchase from our Museum Shop. We look     

forward to everyone coming to enjoy our event. 

 

Check our on-line store for GHS            
Bicentennial merchandise. 

www.greecehistoricalsociety.shop . 

As always, we’ll see you on Sunday 

1:30-4:00.                            

Wendy Peeck                                                                             

Shop Coordinator 

GHS Board of Trustees  
 

William M. Sauers (President)  
Bridget O'Toole (Vice President) 
Gretchen Kozlowski (Secretary)  

Bill Peeck (Treasurer)  
Cynthia Shevlin (Newsletter Editor)  

Rob Cunningham 
Ruth Curchoe  
Pam O'Sullivan  

Sandy Peck  
Gregg Redmond 
Dave Richardson 

Paula Smith  

Deborah Whitt  

Donald C. Newcomb (Honorary Trustee) 

Our Calendar 
The Museum is open Sundays 1:30 -4:00 p.m. 

Office hours, Mondays10am -12pm  

To make an appointment send an email to:  
greecehistoricalsociety@yahoo.com 

 

Museum will be Closed:                                                                        
Sunday, June 19,  Father’s Day                                                  

Sunday July 3, Independence Day 

Monday, June 20, Strawberry Festival 
Sunday, August 16, Book signing with Rick Iekel                             
Sunday, September 18, Pasta Dinner                                                                          

                                                                                                                          
Check our website or Facebook page prior to any event as COVID 
protocols may have changed.                                                                                                                                

We greatly value and appreciate your donations*.                                                     

*Tax deductible per Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code. 

Pick up your Pioneer Certificate 

Pioneer certificates will be available for pick-up at the office 
during business hours (10:00 a.m.-11:30 a.m.) any Monday 
during the month of May. Anyone who has applied for a  
Pioneer Certificate can pick theirs up in person or make other 

arrangements by calling the office at 585-225-7221. 

Some certificates delivered via Postal mail by May 20. If you 
have not received it in the mail yet, please call the office and 

let us know. 

Each family who participated in the Pioneer Families of 
the Town of Greece book will receive a certificate. 

http://www.greecehistoricalsociety.shop
mailto:greecehistoricalsociety@yahoo.com
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 The Bicentennial at GHS  

                                                                                                                                                                                                      
Bicentennial Snapshots  

Our Bicentennial Snapshots debuted on March 22 on the Society’s Facebook page,     
website, and YouTube channel. Continuing weekly on Tuesday mornings during the    

bicentennial year, each Snapshot video will give a brief look at a particular aspect of 
Greece history. We will cover people, places and events that comprise the vibrant history 

of our Town from its earliest days to the present.  

These Bicentennial Snapshots are researched, written, and narrated by Maureen Whalen 
and assembled and produced by Pat Worboys. Bill Sauers, Joe Vitello, Lee Strauss, Alan 
Mueller, Marie Poinan, and Jo Ann Ward Snyder are contributing ideas, information, and 

photographs. 

Bicentennial Snapshots is one of a variety of programs and projects planned by the Greece Historical Society to celebrate the  

Bicentennial of the Town of Greece.  

You can find the Bicentennial Snapshots on our Facebook page or on our website at                                                                          

https://greecehistoricalsociety.org/200-years/bicentennial-snapshots/  

Upcoming June Bicentennial Snapshots schedule: 
June 7

. 
Bicentennial Snapshot No. 12 - The Ridge Part 2 

June 14. Bicentennial Snapshot No. 13 - The Nursery Industry 
June 21

. 
Bicentennial Snapshot No. 14 - General Stores 

June 28
. 
Bicentennial Snapshot No. 15 - Erie Canal 

Bicentennial Raffle Tickets Now Available 

During June, the Greece Historical Society will be selling raffle tickets for Bicentennial prize signs (pictured here and available to 

view in our gift shop), which have been specially created to honor the Bicentennial of the Town of Greece. 

Tickets are $5.00 each or 3 for $10.00. They are available in the museum gift shop each Sunday during museum hours or in the 
office each Monday. Tickets will also be sold at the Strawberry Festival on June 20

 
where the pioneer family book will be available 

for sale. 

The drawing will be held on July 10, 2022 and you need not be present to win. All proceeds from the raffle will go towards 

maintenance and upkeep of the house and museum. Thank you for your support. 

              1st prize                          2nd prize                         3
rd

 prize                              4
th

 prize                              5
th

 prize 

 

Patrick Worboys behind his computer and     

Maureen Whalen recording                             

a Bicentennial Snapshot. 

Greece Pioneer Family Certificates 

Thanks to the efforts of Marie Poinan, nearly 200 individual Pioneer family certificates were 

created and distributed this past month. Each certificate bears an embossed gold GHS 

"Pioneer Family" seal and signature of GHS president William Sauers. 

If you applied for a certificate or participated in the Pioneer Families of the Town of Greece 

book and have not received your certificate, please call 585-225-7221or email                                 

greecehistoricalsociety@yahoo.com. 

https://greecehistoricalsociety.org/200-years/bicentennial-snapshots/
mailto:greecehistoricalsociety@yahoo.com
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History Trail Brochure Now Available 

In the spring of 2021, GHS hosted a group of western Monroe County Museum volunteers with a goal of developing a network 
of representatives from historical societies and museums throughout the area, to discuss items of common interest, to improve 
our organizations, and to brainstorm ideas that would be of mutual benefit to all of us. We decided we needed a brochure listing 
local museums collaboratively promoting all of them. Recently, the first brochure was printed and distributed. Although titled His-
tory Trail of Western NY, for now the twelve museums listed are all in Monroe County: there’s a photo and a short description of 
each museum along with a map locating each museum. Plans are in the works to add more as time goes on. The brochure can 

be found at each of the museums and a number of "Visit ROC' tourists brochure racks around town. 

Greece History   

Everyone who visits our museum or participates in one of our programs is expected to adhere to all stated safety protocols, which are 

subject to change and may be adjusted for consistency with the latest guidance.  

The History Trail Brochure The group at the June 2021 meeting 

Greece Post Now Available On-Line 

                                                                                                                                                                
In March 2021, the Greece Historical Society received a grant in the amount of $10,800 to 
digitize copies of the Greece Post from 1967 to 2009. The entire grant would be used to 
scan 60 rolls of microfilm owned by the Local History and Genealogy Division of the    

Rochester Public Library and upload to http://www.nyshistoricnewspapers.org, The grant 
was made available from the NYS Regional Bibliographic Data Bases and Resource Sharing 
Program and administrated and reviewed by the Rochester Regional Library Council. 

Much of the project, up through the year 1995, was completed by the Northern New York 
Library Network, and is now available on-line.  (1995-2009 will be completed later this 

year.)  

Under the direction of GHS president Bill Sauers, the planning for this project took months 
of work involving approval from the publisher and coordination with the Local History & 
Genealogy Division of the Central Library and the Rochester Regional Library Council. A 
special thank you to Chantal Corsaro, Legal Administrative Assistant, Gannett Corp., Ryan 

Hughes, Digital Initiatives Librarian, RRLC, Michelle Finn, PhD, City of Rochester, Deputy  
Historian, Carolyn Vacca, Monroe County Historian, Brandon Fess, Rochester Public Library, and Betty Tudisco and Maureen 

Whalen of the Greece Historical Society. 

Newspapers like the Greece Post do not upload themselves; it takes the initiative of people and organizations like the Greece 
Historical Society to make it happen. In 2015, the Greece Historical Society was responsible for having the collection of the old 

Greece Press from 1934 to 1977 digitized and uploaded to nyshistoricnewspapers.org.  

On-line digital newspaper repositories like nyshistoricnewspapers.org, and others are incredible resources for historians,           
genealogists, or anyone researching their local history. The addition of the Greece Post will be a valuable asset to anyone   
researching Greece history, especially this bicentennial year of our Town. The Greece Historical Society is proud to have            

initiated this important service to the community.  

http://www.nyshistoricnewspapers.org
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 Of Interest at GHS  

                                                                                                                             

Don't Look a Gift Moose in the Mouth                                                                                         
by Bill Sauers 

This variant of an ancient proverb reminds us that that when you receive a gift, you should not be ungrateful. Over 
the past several years, we at the Greece Historical Society have been grateful for many gifts, but recently we have re-
fused some, as they do not tell the story of Greece. For too many years it seemed that we were the Town's attic and 
accepted every gift offered to us simply because it was old. 

Several weeks ago, we received an email from a family that is downsizing, telling us that the Farmington Historian 
suggested that the Greece Historical Society might be interested is a couple of paintings they had. The paintings, of a 
moose and a deer, had been painted by a Greece resident many years ago. After seeing a picture that was included 
in the email, we almost decided to refuse them because, not only do we not have proper storage facilities for them, 
the paintings would be more appropriate in a hunting lodge then in our museum. 

After speaking to the owners of the painting, Bill & Bryce Goodell, who live near Manchester, NY, we were told that 
beside the paintings they also had a photo album and some loose photos of some ancestors that lived in the North 
Greece area in the 1880s. 

On a spring day, several weeks ago my wife and I drove out to their farm and picked up the paintings and the pho-
tos.  What a treasure! Nearly 60 photos, almost all labeled, of people, homes and farms of four Greece families: the 
Slaters, Reynolds, Rowley and Combs. 

We are so very grateful for this wonderful gift and thankful we did not decline their offer of a moose painting. 

 

 

Tours and Education 
 
TOURS:  On Friday, May 20th I had the pleasure of conducting a tour for several  members of the Kiwanis. Having just 
adults in the group is so much fun. They can relate to the history, especially the 
items in the kitchen. The classroom exhibit was also a big hit.  We all remember 
learning to read with the Dick and Jane books that we have on display. The 
History of Ridge Road brings back great memories of such stores as McCurdy’s 
and Sibley’s opening in both the Greece Town Mall and Long Ridge Mall.  Most 
remember the names of many of the Pioneer Families.  We were there for     
almost 2 hours and I joined them for lunch afterwards. They will have a booth 
set up at our Strawberry Festival.  

We have had several visitors on Sundays since we reopened in March with the 
Pioneer Families Exhibit being of special interest.  

Kathie Firkins, Coordinator 

"The Moose"                                

One of the two paintings 
The photo album and two of 

the many photos 

Bill & Bryce Goodell  



  

 

GREECE  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY & MUSEUM                Membership Application 

 
    (Please print)                    DATE:___________________________ 

NAME:____________________________________________________________________________PHONE:(_____)___________________________                                          

                       (Last)                             (First)                (M.I.)                             (Spouse, if applicable) 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

ADDRESS: __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

                                               (Street)                                                                                            (City/Town)                                    (State)                 (Zip Code + 4)                                                                                   

E-MAIL ADDRESS: _____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

         

 

Membership Classifications Annual Rate Select 

Senior (62+, Each) Student         $15.00 ______ 

Individual Adult $20.00 ______ 

Senior (62+) Couple $30.00 ______ 

Family $35.00 ______ 

Business, Professional $50.00 ______ 

Benefactor (Each) $100.00 ______ 

Senior Life (62+, Each) $350.00 ______ 

Life (Each) $500.00 ______ 

Donation   ______ 

____New Application     

____Renewal       

____Upgrade 

____Donation 

____Memorial Donation 

 My donation is in 
memory of  

__________________ 

__________________ 

Memberships are tax deductible. 

Please pay online via PayPal or 

make check payable and mail to:   

 Greece Historical Society         

P.O. Box 16249                                 

Rochester NY 14616-0249 

You will receive your membership 

card and receipt by mail. 

Your tax deductible membership in the Greece Historical      
Society is available at several levels. To join, renew, upgrade your 
membership or to donate a gift, fill out and mail the form below or 
bring it to our next program meeting. To pay via PayPal, visit our 
website at www.greecehistoricalsociety.org 

Only your donations and memberships keep our                

Museum open. Thank you for your support. 

CONTACT US  

GHS Office: 585-225-7221  

Office Email: 

greecehistoricalsociety@yahoo.com                                       

Website: www.greecehistoricalsociety.org 

Electronic Service Requested 

Greece Historical Society  
Greece Museum 

595 Long Pond Road 
P.O. Box 16249 

Rochester NY 14616-0249 

Non-Profit Org. 
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Permit #1188 


