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Tuesday, February 8, 2022 7:00 p.m. Greece Public Library
Monroe County Bicentennial Reflections

The Corinthian

GREECE HISTORICAL SOCIETY and MUSEUM

by Carolyn Vacca
Monroe County celebrated its two hundredth
birthday in 2021. What have been some pivotal
moments in the growth of our county and
community? We'll look back at some and discuss
your thoughts and questions as well.

Carolyn Vacca is a well-regarded expert in the history of the Greater
Rochester region; in addition to teaching, Vacca currently serves
as the official historian for Monroe County.
REGISTRATION REQUIRED: Log in to Greece Public Library https://www.greecepubliclibrary.org/ then click
on Events then Calendar, then February 8 or call 585.225.8951. Attendance is limited to 60.
NOTE: Check our website or Facebook page prior to this event as COVID restrictions may have changed. If
you are registered, you will be notified of any changes.

Seeking Pioneer Families for Volume 2
by Marie Poinan and Jo Ann Ward Snyder
If you are the member of a Pioneer Family who was living in the Town of Greece before
1872, we want to hear from you. Pioneer Families of the Town of Greece, Volume 1 was
published in December, but there are more families left to explore. Co-authors Marie
Villone Poinan and Jo Ann Ward Snyder are now accepting additional family submissions for Volume 2.
To appear in the book, your family must be living in the Town
of Greece before 1872. If your family qualifies, please download the five forms of the submission packet from our home
page www.greecehistoricalsociety.org. You will be contacted
by one of us within 30 days.
Deadline to submit your family packet is May 1, 2022 and the
book will be published in the fall of 2022.
Volume 1 of the book is now available in the Greece Historical
Society gift shop or available for purchase directly from Amazon. The 40-plus families featured in Volume 1 of the book are:
Baker, Beaty, Bemish/Lane/Wilder, Britton, Captain John Burns,
Terry Burns, Butts, Carpenter/Toal, Cole/Kenyon, Denise, Eddy, Farnan, Fetzner, Joseph
and Patrick Fleming, Robert Fleming, Goodwin, Hogan, Janes, Johnson, Kirk, Latta, Lay,
Lowden, Mitchell, Mura, Nash, Newcomb, O’Neil, Perrin, Preston, James, Reilly, Reniff,
Shearman, Speer/Carroll, Thorpe, Tiernan/McGee, Upton, Veeder, Veness, Volkmar
Once, again, to be included in the book, you must download and return the completed
SUBMISSION PACKET (five forms) by May 1, 2022. If you do not have internet access call
GHS at 585-225-7221 and we will mail you the forms.

"President's Message"
The last two years it was Covid, this year it’s construction. Once again, we may have to cancel our
annual strawberry festival. Much of the yard around the museum and the parking lot have been
taken over by the $18,000,000 project to enlarge the Greece Community & Senior Center, a project
that will take at least 15 months. At this time, we are looking at other options and hopefully we will
come up with a plan for another location or some other event. For over 45 years, not only has the
strawberry festival been our major fundraiser of the year, but it also has been a Greece tradition, an
event that was looked forward to by our members and neighbors.
But life goes on. This past month GHS had a very enjoyable and informative Tuesday evening program and
held our annual meeting where we re-elected four trustees and added one new trustee to our board. We published our 2021
annual report and received our first shipment of Pioneer Families of the Town of Greece books. An inventory of our museum
gift shop was completed, we prepared and mailed out this newsletter, and we worked on a few activities that we will be announcing soon. Meanwhile our bicentennial committee has continued meeting and planning GHS sponsored bicentennial
events.
This past month we had visitors from the Irondequoit Historical Society, I met with a group of local historians, and planned to
give a talk to the Hilton Parma Historical Society but, unfortunately, that talk was cancelled at the last minute because of the
increased spread of the virus.
As a reminder all membership renewals are due at the end of April. We will be sending reminder letters in the spring.
Thank you to everyone who supports the Greece Historical Society and appreciates the important part we play in the
Town of Greece.

Bill Sauers, President

"The more you know about the past, the better prepared you are for the future ."
~ Theodore Roosevelt

Apply for a BICENTENNIAL PIONEER CERTIFICATE
If you have documentation that proves that your family was living in the Town of Greece before
1872, you can apply for a PIONEER CERTIFICATE to be issued by the Greece Historical Society. The
certificate will be issued to you with your family name, our bicentennial logo, an embossed seal, and
an engraved cover. Additional copies will be available for purchase.
If yours is one of the featured families in the Pioneers of the Town of Greece
book, you will automatically receive a certificate for that family and do not have
to supply this paperwork. If you have another family who was in Greece before
1872, you will have to submit an application and pedigree chart for that
surname.
Download the application form along with a “fillable” pedigree chart from our website. Submit those
two forms along with any additional documentation and e-mail your completed packet to
greecehistoricalsociety@yahoo.com. If you do not have internet access, call us at 585-225-7221.
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“Museum Shop”
It looks like winter has arrived. Hopefully we
will have clearer weather to spend time at
the Museum to make plans to celebrate the
200th year of Greece, NY. The book Pioneer
Families of the Town of Greece, Volume 1 is
now available in our shop. Cost is $30.00
which includes NYS tax.
Our inventory showed us that many people
have been buying our local history books to prepare for
the 200th year in Greece. We have also stocked more local
history books for you to review.
Stay warm, looking forward to opening in March.
Wendy Peeck
Shop Coordinator

Everyone who visits our museum or participates in one of
our programs is expected to adhere to all stated safety
protocols, which are subject to change and may be
adjusted for consistency with the latest guidance.

Our Calendar
The Museum is currently CLOSED
and will re-open March 6, 2022
We will maintain office hours, Mondays10am -12pm
To make an appointment send an email to:
greecehistoricalsociety@yahoo.com
Tuesday, February 8 — Monroe County Bicentennial Reflections
Tuesday, March 8 — The Manitou Trolley
Sunday, March 20 — Girl Scout cookie sale

Sunday, April 10 — Used Book Sale
Tuesday, April 12 — The Architecture of Thomas W. Boyde Jr.
Check our website or Facebook page prior to any event
as COVID restrictions may have changed.

GHS Board of Trustees
William M. Sauers (President)
Gretchen Kozlowski (Secretary)
Bill Peeck (Treasurer)
Cynthia Shevlin (Newsletter Editor)
Ruth Curchoe
Pam O'Sullivan
Bridget O'Toole
Sandy Peck
Gregg Redmond, Esq.
Paula Smith
Deborah Whitt
Donald C. Newcomb (Honorary Trustee)

We greatly value and appreciate your donations*.
*Tax deductible per Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code.

If you have the time, talent, and desire to help the Greece Historical
Society & Museum, consider becoming a volunteer.
Call us at 225-7221 or email greecehistoricalsociety @yahoo.com.
We will be glad to discuss how you could contribute to the success
of the Greece Historical Society.
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Greece History
How Did the Term HOJACK Come to Be?
by Bill Sauers
Established to serve the communities along the shore of Lake Ontario, a rail
line founded in 1871 was active for nearly 100 years. Over the years the line
was operated by several different rail companies and was officially known as
the Lake Ontario Shore Railroad, but everyone called it the "Hojack."
With no documentation, local stories and legends emerged over the years.
Like the old game "telephone," stories changed as they passed from person
to person or in this case generation to generation. Because of this, we may
never know the true origin of why this rail line is called "Hojack." For the
enjoyment of our readers here are several versions of the "true story."

William Aeberli sketch of the old
North Greece Road Hojack station
Hojack originated from an engineer named Jack Welch who was also called "Big
Jack." Since Jack was a farmer and more familiar with horses then locomotives,
when he stopped the train, he would say "Whoa, Jack." This became Hojack over time.
Another story comes from the early days of the railroad when a farmer driving his buckboard pulled by a mule was caught on
the crossing at train time. When the mule was halfway across the tracks, it stopped. The train was approaching, and the farmer
began shouting, "Ho Jack, Ho Jack."
Local author Arch Merrill noted the nickname stems from a similar popular mule story where a farmer’s mules. balking and
bucking at the sight of a steam train, stood on the rails, causing the train to stop. The farmer called “Ho, Jack. Ho Jack,” to heel
the mules and move them from the track and the name stuck.
Richard Palmer, a railroad historian, proposes that the term applies to a slow local passenger freight train.
Yet another story written in the July 22, 1965 Greece Press states, “This line [was] nicknamed "The Hojack" when it was necessary
to hurriedly assemble a train crew in the wee hours of the night; the call "Ho Jack!" would boom through the rooming houses
where railroad men stayed.”
Other stories state that vagrants riding the rails were classified by railroad men into three categories - the hobos, the tramps, and
the hojacks, each one having a different personality.
Which of these stories do you believe or have you heard another version?
On a final note, it was reported in a 1906 Syracuse Post-Standard article that the railroad prohibited its employees from using the
word "hojack." Apparently, the railroad’s decree did no good because the old rail line will forever be called the "HOJACK.”
NOTE: More information on the Hojack Line can be found in the book The Hojack Line Remembered by Richard Chait available
in our museum gift shop or through the Monroe County Public library system. or in the 2016 Hojack Trail Feasibility Study by
Burton & Loguidice found on-line at https://greeceny.gov/files/Hojack_Trail_Feasibility_Study_Final_Report.pdf
There are many untold stories about Greece. If you have a story to tell, give us a call 585-225-7221
or email us at greecehistoricalsociety@yahoo.com

Volunteer needed!
We are seeking a volunteer willing to help
with our office work, especially managing
our membership rolls. Computer skills are
necessary as we use PastPerfect museum
management software, Word, and Excel.
Some work can be done at home.

If interested give us a call 585-225-7221 or email greecehistoricalsociety@yahoo.com
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Happenings at GHS

In January, we arranged for special hours so people could pick up their Pioneer Families of the
Town of Greece books. If you missed those times, or wish to purchase a copy, call us at
585-225-7221 or email greecehistoricalsociety@yahoo.com.

Our January 11 program about the history of Seabreeze Amusement Park by the park
historian Kevin Dorey was very informative and enjoyable. We would like to thank the
Greece Rotary Club for helping to fund the ASL interpreter that was needed for some of
our guests. If you missed the program, a video of the program is available on our website.

On January 12, a few board members of the Irondequoit Historical Society came for a visit to
learn about our successful operation and programs and to learn ways to improve their society.
(l to r): GHS president, Bill Sauers, IHS board members, Len Lyons, Deb Muratore, and Ellen
Fleche, IHS VP/acting President.

On January 20, we conducted our annual meeting at the
new GCSD Transportation facility on Latta Road. Following
the meeting, David Richardson, Executive Director of Student Operations and Athletics and GHS Trustee, gave us a
tour of the building.

Our 2021 Annual Report is now available on our website. The 13-page report highlights our
activities and accomplishments during 2021. We feel it is important to keep those who support
GHS, our members and sponsors, informed. The report was also sent to our State and local
elected officials and the State Historian.

Museum Closed through February 2022
The Greece Museum will be closed during January and February. We plan to
re-open to the public with regular Sunday hours on March 6, 2022. Office
hours remain the same, Mondays 10 a.m.-noon. We can still accommodate
small private tours during February by appointment only. Email greecehistoricalsociety@yahoo.com
Be sure to make a reservation for our Tuesday evening program on February
8 at www.greecepubliclibrary.org
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CONTACT US
GHS Office: 585-225-7221
Office Email:
greecehistoricalsociety@yahoo.com
Website: www.greecehistoricalsociety.org

Your tax deductible membership in the Greece Historical
Society is available at several levels. To join, renew, upgrade your
membership or to donate a gift, fill out and mail the form below or
bring it to our next program meeting. To pay via PayPal, visit our
website at www.greecehistoricalsociety.org

Only your donations and memberships keep our
Museum open. Thank you for your support.

GREECE HISTORICAL SOCIETY & MUSEUM

Membership Application

(Please print)

DATE:___________________________

NAME:____________________________________________________________________________ PHONE:(_____)___________________________
(Last)

(First)

(M.I.)

(Spouse, if applicable)

ADDRESS: __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
(Street)

(City/Town)

(State)

(Zip Code + 4)

E-MAIL ADDRESS: _____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Membership Classifications
Senior (62+, Each) Student

Annual Rate

Select

$15.00

______

Individual Adult

$20.00

______

Senior (62+) Couple

$30.00

______

Family

$35.00

______

Business, Professional

$50.00

______

Benefactor (Each)

$100.00

______

Senior Life (62+, Each)

$350.00
$500.00

______
______
______

Life (Each)
Donation

____New Application
____Renewal
____Upgrade
____Donation
____Memorial Donation
My donation is in
memory of

__________________
__________________

Memberships are tax deductible.
Please pay online via PayPal or
make check payable and mail to:
Greece Historical Society
P.O. Box 16249
Rochester NY 14616-0249
You will receive your membership
card and receipt by mail.

