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Thursday, January 20, 2022   7:00 p.m.   at the GCSD Transportation Center 

Annual Membership Meeting 

On Thursday, January 20, 2022 at 7:00 p.m., our annual meeting will be held 
at the new GCSD Transportation Center, 1790 Latta Road, where you can re-
ceive a copy of our 2021 Annual Report, view a photo montage of our activi-

ties from 2021, and hear about our plans for the future. A financial report will 
be presented by our treasurer Bill Peeck and an election of trustees will be con-
ducted. Trustees serve a term of three years. Those currently seeking re-

election are: Paula Smith, Bill Peeck, Deborah Whitt and Ruth Curchoe.  

 

 

 

 

                      Paula                        Bill                   Deborah               Ruth                Bridget  

Bridget O'Toole will be seeking election to fill the late Tom Sawnor's position. Bridget is an environmental, 
land use, and municipal attorney with The Zoghlin Group, PLLC. She holds a bachelor's degree in American 

History from the University at Albany and comes from a long line of amateur historians.  

 

All GHS members are invited to attend. Following the      

meeting there will be tour of the new building. 

Holiday Open House 

Sunday, December 19, 1:30-4:00 p.m. Greece Museum  

Meet our board members and volunteers, view our new Greece Olym-
pia exhibit, hear about our past year's activities, and enjoy some refresh-

ments. 

Pioneer Families of the Town of Greece,  Volume 1 Available mid-December 

In celebration of the Bicentennial of the Town of Greece in 2022, the 

Greece Historical Society is honoring the families who settled in the area 

before 1872 with a two-volume book set titled Pioneer Families of the 

Town of Greece. 

Researched and written by Marie Villone Poinan and Jo Ann Ward 

Snyder, the set contains vignettes, photos, and input from current family 

members that highlight each family’s contribution to the town. 

Volume 1 should be available in time to give as a holiday gift. Pick up a copy at 

our gift shop on Monday, December 13 from 10:00 -11:30  or during our holiday 

open house on Sunday, December 19 from 1:30 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.  

Give us a call at 225-7221, or email greecehistoricalsociety@yahoo.com. if you can't make it during these 

times, You will also be able to order copies from Amazon when available on or about December 15.  

mailto:greecehistoricalsociety@yahoo.com
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 "President's Message"    

I guess we could say 2021 was a year of transition. We were saddened this past year to lose long-time volun-
teers, Linda Evans and Marion Smith, and our vice president, Tom Sawnor. COVID restrictions or people's fear 
of it seemed to change from day to day. GHS survived on Zoom board meetings and small group meetings. 
Our Tuesday evening programs were also on Zoom (on topics from Mark Twain to Carousels) until September 

when we had our first in-person program at the Greece Public Library. We held off on Sunday afternoon pro-
grams inside our museum this past year but did hold one outside Sunday program. In October, we held our 
first pasta dinner fundraiser since April 2019, and we also held our annual craft and collectible sale on Novem-
ber 20. Unfortunately, a planned Holiday Gift Pop-up Popcorn Fundraiser was cancelled due to scheduling 

problems. 

This past month we have been out and about; Maureen Whalen delivered a talk on Sam Patch at the Charlotte Public Library; 
Marie Poinan was our November speaker at the Greece Public Library; and I presented a Manitou Trolley program to the Ironde-
quoit chapter of the DAR, gave a talk on early aviation to Henrietta Historical Society, and attended the 2021 Rochester Archives 

Fair. Our book about the late architect James Johnson received a national award in New York City (See page 5). 

 We were also able to supply NYS Assemblywoman Jan Lunsford with needed documentation for a project she is working on. 

On the maintenance side of things, our annual furnace and AC inspection included replacing the thermostats. We contracted to 

have our cupola sign painted, but because winter weather is approaching that project probably has to wait until next spring. 

In cooperation with other nearby historical societies and museums, we are looking forward to a publication soon, of a brochure 

highlighting museums in western Monroe County. 

Merry Christmas and Happy Holiday to all our members, sponsors and friends and thank you for your continued support.  

Bill Sauers, President                               

Tours and Education                                                                                                          
On October 24,2021 the new exhibit titled “History of Greece Olympia High School” opened.  It 
was a great day with several distinguished guests present which included state senator Jeremy 
Coomer, Greece Central district superintendent Kathleen Graupman and Greece Olympia High 
School principal Marc Fleming.  After an official ribbon cutting by Marc Fleming, we gathered in 

the exhibit hall to view many photos, artifacts, and other memorabilia.  Several former teachers, 
coaches and students were there.  Our president, Bill Sauers was a 1965 graduate of Olympia. 
The exhibit will remain open until December 19th when we close for the winter and will reopen 
in March of 2022 and continue through the summer.  A big thanks to Lee Strauss, Alan Mueller 

and Joe Vitello for their help.  
Kathy Firkins, Coordinator  

Our new exhibit on Greece Olympia has been a hit with many 

of the former students, teachers, and administrators. Stop by to 

see the artifacts and history about our Town's first high school. 
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 “Museum Shop”                     

                                                                                                   

It’s holiday shopping time!  

Our Craft and Collectibles show was great. We 
had over 90 guests stop in, and sales were good. 
Everyone was looking for unique items for the 
holidays. Many people ordered our new Pioneer 
book for the 200

th
 anniversary of Greece. They 

will be available December 13
th

.  

Our Museum and Shop will be open through December 19
th

. 
Then we take a break for the winter. Any items you need for 

Christmas, please stop in on Sundays 1:30-4:00pm. 

Masks are requested in our museum, so please bring yours with 

you. 

Wendy Peeck                                                                             

Shop Coordinator 

We greatly value and appreciate your donations*.                                                     

*Tax deductible per Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code. 

 
If you have the time, talent, and desire to help the Greece Historical               

Society & Museum, consider becoming  a volunteer.  
Call us at 225-7221 or email greecehistoricalsociety @yahoo.com.   

   We will be glad to discuss how you could contribute to the success of the 
Greece Historical Society. 

Our Calendar 

Museum Closed January and February 
The museum will be CLOSED beginning                                                                   

December 26 and will re-open March 6, 2022 

 

We maintain office hours, Mondays 10:00 a.m. until noon                                                                       

To make an appointment send an email to:                    

         greecehistoricalsociety@yahoo.com 

 

Sunday, December 19 — Holiday Open House 
 Tuesday, January 11, 2022 — History of Sea Breeze                            

Thursday, January 20, 2022 — Annual Meeting 

Check our website or Facebook page prior to any event                         

as COVID restrictions may have changed. 

Volunteer needed! 

                                                        
We are seeking a volunteer will-
ing to help with our office work, 
especially managing our mem-
bership rolls. Computer skills are 
necessary as we use PastPerfect 
museum management software, 
Word, and Excel. Some work 

can be done at home.  

If interested give us a call 585-
225-7221 or email greecehistori-

calsociety@yahoo.com. 

Thank you to Wendy 
Peeck for organizing our 

November 20 craft sale. It 
was a well-organized 
event with 10 vendors 
and about 90 shoppers 

during the five hour sale.  

“May you look back on the past with as much pleasure                                       
as you look forward to the future.”                                                                                          

~an Irish toast 

mailto:greecehistoricalsociety@yahoo.com
mailto:greecehistoricalsociety@yahoo.com
mailto:greecehistoricalsociety@yahoo.com
mailto:greecehistoricalsociety@yahoo.com
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Holiday Memories – As Seen Through a Vintage Stereo, Card Viewer 

by Alan Mueller   

A few of us vintage folk might remember when we first saw a news or variety show on the 
family's new television. What a thrill it was. Some one hundred seventy years ago, the same 

wonder and thrill spread around a goodly part of the western globe with the debut of a small 
wooden device you held in your hand while gazing through two magnifying glasses (one for 
each eye) that focused on two similar views mounted on a card. The adjustable wooden    
holder brought the view into focus, and WOW ! the card was turned into a marvelous, lifelike 

3D view at the Falls of the Genesee in downtown Rochester or some other wondrous view. 

This being our December issue of the Corinthian it seemed appropriate to gather a few stereograph images of the holiday       
season. The views range from an early 1870 interior card of a modest home with the tree on a box covered with a cloth. There 
are only homemade decorations and the lighting is from a gas lamp or wall bracket oil lamp. The two other stereo views are 

from the late 1880s or very early 1890s. 

Fascination with these stereograph images began to dwindle by 1912 with the coming of motion pictures, followed by the auto-

mobile, radio and, talking movies. Did all these attractions sink the stereoscope for good? Well, not quite!  Along came the “View-
Master” in the mid-1930s.  Who does not recall that circular stereo viewer with twelve 3D views on vivid (Kodak) Kodachrome 
film? The views centered on children’s stories, comic figures, etc., but not forgotten were favorites such as parks and historic 
landmarks across the country and around the world.  View-Master products are now owned by Mattel Inc. Though they are 

greatly reduced from the heydays of the 1940s to about 1980. The Stereographic image still survives! 

In our museum is a replica of a late 1890s viewer with numerous copies of local views of the era.       

Greece History  

 

Over the years our back yard was getting overgrown with bushes, trees 

that were planted too close to the building, dead rose bushes, and low 

hanging tree branches. With a lot of work by Joe Vitello and Alan 

Mueller and with help from the Town DPW and Dan Pearl, we are slowly 

making improvements. There is still work to be done next spring, but we 

feel the yard will be a lot more attractive when we are done. 

Support G.H.S. with AmazonSmile  

AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way for you to support the Greece Historical Society or any 
other charity of your choice. When you shop at smile.amazon.com, you'll find the exact same low 
prices, vast selection, and convenient shopping experience as Amazon.com, with the added bonus 
that Amazon will donate a portion of the purchase price to your favorite charitable organization. It 

costs you nothing extra.  

To shop at AmazonSmile simply go to https://smile.amazon.com/. You use the same account on 
Amazon.com and AmazonSmile. Your shopping cart, Wish List, and other account settings are also 

the same. On your first visit to https://smile.amazon.com/ select Greece Historical Society or any other organization listed to re-
ceive donations from eligible purchases before you begin shopping. We hope you will support the Greece Historical Society 

when you use AmazonSmile in the future. 

https://smile.amazon.com/
https://smile.amazon.com/
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 Happenings at GHS  

 
On November 17 we were honored to 
have the Rochester Retired Men's and 

Woman's Club visit our museum.  

During our annual HVAC maintenance                 
inspection this past month, we had our                  

30+-year-old thermostats replaced.                      

Thank you to Ed Tschetter's Heating & Cooling. 

 James Johnson Survey and Book                                              
Receive Modernism in America Award 

The Architecture of James H. Johnson, a historic resource 
survey and book about the life and work of Rochester archi-
tect James H. Johnson (1932-1916), sponsored by the Greece 

Historical Society, received a Docomomo US 2021 Modernism 
in America Inventory/Survey Citation of Merit Award at a cer-
emony on November 11 in New York City. Project team mem-
bers Christopher Brandt, Katie Eggers Comeau and Gina Di-

Bella accepted the award. 

Spurred by the loss of one of his key buildings, Our Lady of Mercy Rectory (Greece) in 2013, the survey 
is the first in-depth study and documentation of Johnson, whose well-known projects include Roches-

ter’s Liberty Pole, the Mushroom House (Perinton), St. John the Evangelist Church (Greece), and Temple Sinai (Brighton).  

The project team organized and inventoried Johnson’s files; developed a language for describing and classifying his unique 
buildings; developed a priority list based on determination of significance; and conducted interviews with colleagues, property 

owners, and family members.  

“The assortment of documentation methods is commendable and provides an interesting story of Johnson’s regional and dis-

tinct practice,” noted Docomomo US jury chair Marcel Quimby. 

Docomomo US is a national organization dedicated to the preservation of modern architecture, landscape, and design. The 
Modernism in America Awards is the only national program that celebrates the people and projects working to preserve, restore, 

and rehabilitate our modern heritage sensitively and productively.  

“We are proud of our project and especially pleased to bring more attention to the work of James Johnson,” said Katie Eggers 
Comeau, project architectural historian. “As unusual as his buildings are, he did not receive a lot of attention during his lifetime. 

He was a modest man, not one to seek the spotlight.” 

Christopher Brandt, project architect, was introduced to Johnson while working as an intern at Bero Architecture in 2010. “Jim 
became a friend and mentor to me. I hope that our team’s efforts to ensure that his work is celebrated and known far beyond 

Rochester can in some small way repay the immense debt of gratitude I have for him.” 

After the loss of the Mercy rectory, Gina DiBella, project research assistant and grant writer, was determined to find a way to rec-
ognize Johnson and his work. “I’m grateful to the Greece Historical Society for sponsoring this project and to Docomomo US for 

bringing awareness of the work of Mr. Johnson to the national level.” 

The Johnson survey was funded by grants from the Preservation League of New York State/New York Council on the Arts, The 
Landmark Society of Western New York, and the Johnson Family. Printing of the book was funded by the Rochester Area Com-

munity Foundation. 

The Modernism in America Award is the third award for the survey. In 2019, it received the NYS Historic Preservation Award for 
Excellence in Historic Documentation from the NYS Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation and a Special Citation 

Preservation Award from The Landmark Society of Western New York.  

A limited number of copies of The Architecture of James H. Johnson are available at our museum gift shop or online at: https://

greecehistoricalsociety.org/category/shop/books/ 

Gina DiBella, Chris Brandt 
and Katie Eggers Comeau 

Our November 9 program at the Greece Public Library featured Marie Poinan describing the process of 

writing GHS’s book Pioneer Families of Greece, New York. She also highlighted some photographs and 

family stories that will be in the book. The program Is available on our website . 

https://greecehistoricalsociety.org/category/shop/books/
https://greecehistoricalsociety.org/category/shop/books/


  

 

GREECE  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY & MUSEUM                Membership Application 

 
    (Please print)                    DATE:___________________________ 

NAME:____________________________________________________________________________PHONE:(_____)___________________________                                          

                       (Last)                             (First)                (M.I.)                             (Spouse, if applicable) 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

ADDRESS: __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

                                               (Street)                                                                                            (City/Town)                                    (State)                 (Zip Code + 4)                                                                                   

E-MAIL ADDRESS: _____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

         

 

Membership Classifications Annual Rate Select 

Senior (62+, Each) Student         $15.00 ______ 

Individual Adult $20.00 ______ 

Senior (62+) Couple $30.00 ______ 

Family $35.00 ______ 

Business, Professional $50.00 ______ 

Benefactor (Each) $100.00 ______ 

Senior Life (62+, Each) $350.00 ______ 

Life (Each) $500.00 ______ 

Donation   ______ 

____New Application     

____Renewal       

____Upgrade 

____Donation 

____Memorial Donation 

 My donation is in 
memory of  

__________________ 

__________________ 

Memberships are tax deductible. 

Please pay online via PayPal or 

make check payable and mail to:   

 Greece Historical Society         

P.O. Box 16249                                 

Rochester NY 14616-0249 

You will receive your membership 

card and receipt by mail. 

Your tax deductible membership in the Greece Historical      
Society is available at several levels. To join, renew, upgrade your 
membership or to donate a gift, fill out and mail the form below or 
bring it to our next program meeting. To pay via PayPal, visit our 
website at www.greecehistoricalsociety.org 

Only your donations and memberships keep our                

Museum open. Thank you for your support. 

CONTACT US  

GHS Office: 585-225-7221  

Office Email: 

greecehistoricalsociety@yahoo.com                                       

Website: www.greecehistoricalsociety.org 

Electronic Service Requested 

Greece Historical Society  
Greece Museum 

595 Long Pond Road 
P.O. Box 16249 

Rochester NY 14616-0249 

Non-Profit Org. 
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