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Tuesday, October 12, 7:00 p.m.   *Greece Public Library” 

"Stranger Than Fiction"                                                                                                      
Life within the Boundaries of Our Airport                                                                                    

(Frederick Douglass Greater Rochester International Airport)                                                          

with Rick Iekel 

A community’s airport is a somewhat curious      
combination of feel-good moments and trying 
times. It’s the beginning of a long trip or the first 
“Hello” to an arriving visitor. While the experienced 
business person can zip through without needing 
anyone’s support,, to the occasional traveler, the 
experience can be confusing and even threatening. 
Often, when the traveling is done, the experience 

generates family stories for years to come. 

Join Rick Iekel as he tells the fascinating story of life 

within its boundaries, from an insider’s point of view.  

 

Rick Iekel spent 28 years working at Rochester’s airport. He started his career in 
1965 as a customer service agent for United Airlines, was hired by Monroe 
County as the Assistant Airport Manager in 1973, and took over the reins as 
Airport Manager from Sam Cooper when Sam retired in 1989. Prior to leaving 

the airport in 1993, Rick was named Director of Aviation. 

 

RESERVATION REQUIRED AS SPACE IS LIMITED TO 60 .                                                                              
Go to https://www.greecepubliclibrary.org/events/calendar, then October 12. Those that regis-
ter will be notified if there are any changes in this event as a result of unanticipated COVID     

restrictions.  We do plan to record this presentation so those that missed it can view it later.                             

Pasta Dinner 
                                                                                                                             

Sunday, October 17, 2021   5:00-7:00 p.m.                                                                   
Barnard Restaurant & Party House (Barnard Exempts) 

Join us for our next Pasta Dinner fundraiser on Sunday, 
October 17 from 5-7 pm. at the Barnard Restaurant & 
Party House (Barnard Exempts). Please help us with this 
major fundraiser by ordering your tickets now and your tickets will be waiting for you at 
the dinner. 

Tickets may also be purchased at our museum during normal open hours or call 225-
7221. Although walk-ins are welcome, we appreciate pre-orders, as we need to guaran-
tee a minimum number to reserve the facility.  

Every ticket ordered before October 11 will be eligible for a drawing to win an Historic 
Greece, N.Y.  36” x 48” coverlet. 

NOTE: Please be advised that COVID restrictions may change by October 17. If you pre-order tick-
ets, we will notify you if any changes are made and will refund your money if the dinner is can-
celed. 

Please see order form on page 4. 

https://www.greecepubliclibrary.org/events/calendar
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 "President's Message"    

 

Toward the end of last month, we were saddened to learn of the passing of Greece Historical Society trustee 

and vice-president, Tom Sawnor (see page 5). 

Summer is over, the kids are back to school, and we have already scheduled one school group tour. In Sep-

tember we were able to hold our first in-person program since March 2019. This past month, I was the guest 

speaker at the Kiwanis Club of Greece discussing how GHS navigated the COVID year 2020. I have two more 

talks scheduled. I also attended a History Network meeting with area museum professionals and volunteers. 

Ongoing GHS projects include the Greece Post digitization project which is nearing 50% of the newspapers scanned and is now 

waiting for processing and uploading. The Architect Thomas Boyde project is also nearing 50% completion and the Pioneer Fam-

ilies of Greece book is scheduled to be published in November. We are also waiting to hear about a state grant that will help us 

upgrade our computer and network server. In the meantime, some of our volunteers, headed by Kathy Firkins, are preparing an 

exhibit on Greece Olympia High School with a planned opening on Sunday, October 24. 

Our backyard looks a lot different and a lot neater these days after Joe and Alan cleaned out the overgrown bushes and the 

Town forestry guys trimmed some trees. We also added a few artifacts to our grounds from the old school 5 building that was 

demolished last year. Recently we contracted to have a landscape professional remove the overgrown bushes in front of our  

living room window and plant some more appropriate size plantings. We are still looking for a volunteer to paint our cupola sign.  

Don't forget to order your Pasta Dinner tickets and mark your calendar for our November 20 Holiday Craft & Collectibles sale.  

As always thank you for your continued support.   

Bill Sauers, President                               

Thomas W. Boyde, Jr. Survey Project Team at Syracuse University 

Last month the Greece Historical Society sponsored Thomas W. Boyde, Jr. 
project team was invited by Syracuse University’s School of Architecture to 
speak to current architecture students about Mr. Boyde, who is believed to 
be the first African American graduate of the University’s School of Architec-
ture. On Friday, September 10, Katie Eggers Comeau, Christopher Brandt, 
and Jeffrey “Free” Harris presented a lecture on A Legacy Deferred: The Ar-
chitecture of Thomas W. Boyde, Jr. to a full auditorium in Slocum Hall on 
the Syracuse University Campus. The following morning, the team met with 
members of the Syracuse Orange Chapter of the National Organization of 
Minority Architecture Students (NOMAS) to answer more questions and 
brainstorm ideas for an event centered around Mr. Boyde in February 2022.  

 

Katie (second from right) 
and Chris (far right) answer 
questions posed by NOMAS 
leaders (far left) and other 

students after their lecture.  
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 “Museum Shop”      

 

The holiday season is approaching soon. 
Again this year, join us for our Holiday Craft 
& Collectibles Sale at the Museum on Satur-
day, November 20, 10 am to 3pm. Our Shop 
will also be open so you can purchase these 
local history books for gifting. We have quite 
a collection of local history books, so come 
check them out.                                                                                                                                                   

As always, we’ll see you on Sundays 1:30-4:00.  

Wendy Peeck                                                                             

Shop Coordinator 

 

We greatly value and appreciate your donations*.                                                     

*Tax deductible per Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code. 

 
If you have the time, talent, and desire to help the Greece Historical               

Society & Museum, consider becoming  a volunteer.  
Call us at 225-7221 or email greecehistoricalsociety @yahoo.com.   

   We will be glad to discuss how you could contribute to the success of the 
Greece Historical Society. 

Our Calendar 

 Our museum is open Sundays 1:30–4:00 p.m..  

We maintain office hours, Mondays 10:00 a.m until noon                                                                       

To make an appointment send an email to:                                  

greecehistoricalsociety@yahoo.com 

 

Tues, October 12 - "Life Within the Boundaries of Our Airport                              
Sunday, October17 - Pasta Dinner fundraiser                                                              

Tuesday, November 9 - "Pioneer Families of Greece"                                             
Saturday, November 20 - Craft Sale. 

Check our website or Facebook page prior to any event as 
COVID restrictions may have changed. 

 "Learn from the past, prepare for the future,                                    
live in the present"                                                                         

~Thomas S. Monson 

Our first in-person program since 
March 2019 was attended by 40 
of our members and friends.    
Everyone was cooperative in     

following CDC rules. 

Our guest Kate Jacus discussed a 
plan to follow in archiving family 

photos and treasures. 

mailto:greecehistoricalsociety@yahoo.com
mailto:greecehistoricalsociety@yahoo.com
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 GHS Happenings 
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 Greece  Organizations 

 

We will miss Tom Sawnor...  

 

We are saddened to report that Greece Historical Society trustee and vice-president, Tom "TJ" 
Sawnor, passed away on August 22, 2021.  

Volunteer, Maureen Whalen, recruited Tom who gladly joined the GHS board in 2014. He 
was always ready to give a hand with many projects and acted as a docent on Sunday after-
noons. In 2015 he presented a program titled "Biography of a Neighborhood," a history of 
mansion row on Lake Avenue of old.  

Being an avid sports enthusiast and collector of sports memorabilia, in the early 2016 he sug-
gested we create an exhibit on sports heroes of Greece. He organized a committee and after months of research 
and exhibit preparation, we opened the exhibit with a gala celebration on June 10, 2016. He wrote several stories 
for our Corinthian about local sports figures and later, with the help of Marie Poinan, he wrote and produced the 
book Hometown Sports Heroes of Greece, NY. This past year he helped write and edit our recently adopted sexual 
harassment policy. 

Tom was a retired City of Rochester police officer. During our annual Strawberry Festival, he arranged for Greece 
Police and Explorer Scouts to help with parking. He also arranged a staff tour of the new Greece Police Headquar-
ters.  At our Pasta Dinner, you may have run into him hawking 50/50 raffle tickets. We will feel the void without him 
there this year. 

This past winter he helped keep the fire hydrant in front of our museum shoveled out and he was getting ready to 
paint our cupola sign as soon as the weather cooled down.  

Tom was a wealth of knowledge and a delight to be around, as well as being 
such an asset to the Society.  He was always willing to help whenever the oc-
casion arose, whether it be a greeter or even a docent at times.   

Tom' s loss is felt deeply by his wife and family and all his friends.                                         
RIP Tom. We will miss you. 

 

  

 

Tom with Joe Altobelli and Coach Ed Nietopski 

at the Sports Exhibit grand opening. 

Tom and Bill Peeck painting 

our front porch 
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 Greece History  

 
Greece Demanded Decency - No Topless Bathing!                                                                                   

by Bill Sauers 

"Your Bathing Suit Must be Right Kind in Greece or You'll Visit the Judge"                                                                                              

This was a headline in an August 1934 issue of the Greece Press newspaper. Of course, it was about modesty, but you may not 

have guessed it was directed towards men.   

It seems in the early 1930s, men were beginning to follow the new fashion trend of sunning themselves without the benefit of a 

shirt top. Greece authorities were determined to officially end this custom and return dignity to public bathing by enforcing a 

bathing ordinance that had been enacted a year earlier.  

The ordnance stated, "No person over the age of 12 shall loiter on the shore, swim or bath in open water exposed to the public 

within or bounding at any place in the Town of Greece without covering above the waist." 

Public beaches adjacent to Greece were being patrolled regularly. Enacted primarily to end instances where the public was sub-

jected to shocking scenes of topless men, people were learning that Town government demanded dignity and decency in the 

gentle art of public bathing. 

Greece was not the only local municipality concerned about decency. Earlier in June 1934, the Democrat & Chronicle reported 

that the City of Rochester Public Safety Commissioner, Walter Cox, stated "the topless bathing suits for men that are in vogue on 

the West Coast, will not be permitted on Rochester public beaches." 

One wonders how long this ordinance stayed on the books. In 1937, the Greece Press reported that Chief Carter was still stress-

ing the enforcement of the bathing ordinance, but after 1937 no mention  is ever seen again. 

Apparently, the topless fashion took hold and today the only reference to bathing in the Town 

Code refers to the restriction of bathing in certain areas. 

 

 

 

 

  

Man with proper bathing suit in 

1935 (Sauers family album) 

1933 Greece Town Law 

Section 141-C 

Tours and Education 
 

I am excited that our first school tour is scheduled for Wednesday, September 29.  The Greece History Club will be walking 
over for their annual tour.  This is a voluntary club which consists of 6th thru 9th grade students that show a special interest in 

history.  They are always an enthusiastic group. 

Hopefully, we will have more school tours throughout the year.  

The next exhibit to open will be on October 24th.  The history of Greece Olympia High School will be featured.  Be sure to 

stop in to see many of the changes since the school opened.  Bill Sauers was a 1965 graduate of the school.  Former students, 

such as George Giordano and Chuck Nozzi who became teachers at the school and are now retired helped with this pro-

ject.  They will be attending the opening.   

Kathy Firkins, Coordinator  
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  Happenings at GHS  

 

On August 30 Dan Pearl, owner of Natural 
Stone Works LLC, provided a large bolder that 
we used to mount a concrete decorative motif 
from the old School 5 building on Latta Road. 
The educational themed motif, “the torch of 
knowledge,” was a gift from the Greece      
Central School District.  

Other artifacts from the old building are being 
incorporated into the new GCSD building at 
Latta Road and Mt Read Boulevard. 

On August 31, 2021 president Bill Sauers was the featured 
speaker at the Kiwanis Club of Greece meeting. Bill shared 
what our organization accomplished in 2020, despite the 
challenges and roadblocks of COVID and how we provided 
the public with resources, education, newsletters and gave 
them time to collaborate and have fun! 

We would like to thank the Town forestry crew for trimming 
the trees behind our building. The low branches on the 30+ 
year old trees were beginning to affect the building and in 
some cases were too low to walk under. 

Bill Sauers shown here with Kiwanis member Bill Selke and Karan Mager, 

president-elect Kiwanis Club of Greece (photo by Heather Henderson) 

Bill Sauers and Brandon Fess from the Local History and Genealogy Division 
of the Rochester Public Library at the Latta Road UPS Store shipping off our 
second batch of Greece Post microfilm. This long-term project will eventually 
make available nearly all the Greece Post newspapers. 



  

 

GREECE  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY & MUSEUM                Membership Application 

 
    (Please print)                    DATE:___________________________ 

NAME:____________________________________________________________________________PHONE:(_____)___________________________                                          

                       (Last)                             (First)                (M.I.)                             (Spouse, if applicable) 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

ADDRESS: __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

                                               (Street)                                                                                            (City/Town)                                    (State)                 (Zip Code + 4)                                                                                   

E-MAIL ADDRESS: _____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

         

 

Membership Classifications Annual Rate Select 

Senior (62+, Each) Student         $15.00 ______ 

Individual Adult $20.00 ______ 

Senior (62+) Couple $30.00 ______ 

Family $35.00 ______ 

Business, Professional $50.00 ______ 

Benefactor (Each) $100.00 ______ 

Senior Life (62+, Each) $350.00 ______ 

Life (Each) $500.00 ______ 

Donation   ______ 

____New Application     

____Renewal       

____Upgrade 

____Donation 

____Memorial Donation 

 My donation is in 
memory of  

__________________ 

__________________ 

Memberships are tax deductible. 

Please pay online via PayPal or 

make check payable and mail to:   

 Greece Historical Society         

P.O. Box 16249                                 

Rochester NY 14616-0249 

You will receive your membership 

card and receipt by mail. 

Your tax deductible membership in the Greece Historical      
Society is available at several levels. To join, renew, upgrade your 
membership or to donate a gift, fill out and mail the form below or 
bring it to our next program meeting. To pay via PayPal, visit our 
website at www.greecehistoricalsociety.org 

Only your donations and memberships keep our                

Museum open. Thank you for your support. 

CONTACT US  

GHS Office: 585-225-7221  

Office Email: 

greecehistoricalsociety@yahoo.com                                       

Website: www.greecehistoricalsociety.org 

Electronic Service Requested 

Greece Historical Society  
Greece Museum 

595 Long Pond Road 
P.O. Box 16249 

Rochester NY 14616-0249 

Non-Profit Org. 
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