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Help with Your Family Tree Research
Join us at the museum for a one-on-one session on Sunday, July
11, at 2:00 p.m. for help in preparing a pedigree chart for your
family. JoAnn Ward Snyder and Marie Poinan will be joined by
Holly Ricci-Canham, author and former president of the Orleans
County Genealogical Society. All three will be on hand to help you
fill out your family tree and answer your research questions.
The session will be held outdoors in the back yard (weather permitting) so please bring
your own lawn chair and your favorite pen. There will be no formal presentation, so you
also need to bring your family tree information and your research questions. Pedigree
charts will be available on a clipboard for your convenience (also available for download
on our website’s home page).
JoAnn and Marie are the co-editors of the Pioneer Families of Greece book and are available to help write your family story from the information that you provide. Both are experienced family researchers and are excited to take on this daunting project on local
family history.
Hollis Ricci-Canham, "Holly," is passionate about genealogy! She has taught classes and
researched, documented/archived, and shared family history for over 46 years. Holly is
delighted to be included in this event and to lend a hand where she can. Her motto is
"no history is more interesting than your own family history!"
If you cannot make this event, we will also
hold the same family tree session on Sunday, August 8th.

JoAnn Ward Snyder

Marie Poinan

Holly Ricci-Canham

Preservation Roadshow
Sunday, August 1 at 1:00 p.m.
Join Kate Jacus, a preservation expert, as she gives an overview of
archival storage options that will help preserve your family heirlooms
for generations. Come with your heirloom - in person or in mind- and
she will suggest how it might best be stored. Kate can be found
online at www.thephotocurator.com and works at Archival Methods,
a local manufacturer of archival supplies.
This is a planned outside event. Bring-Your-Own-Lawn Chair.

"President's Message"
We are getting back in the swing of things. Although we didn't have our annual Strawberry Festival
this past month, we did have three group tours, conducted a Zoom presentation, had an outside
talk, hosted a meeting with local historical society leaders, continued our work on “Pioneer Families
of Greece”, and our team is working on the study of Thomas Boyde.
We arranged for some Boy Scout books to be transferred to an appropriate archive, gave the City
Historian some photos that were City related, and donated an original 1874 Ogden Grange charter
to the Ogden Historical Society. We took advantage of Assemblyman Josh Jensen's recycle electronics event on June 12 and disposed of some outdated or unusable electronic equipment. We received word from the Rochester Regional Library Council that our Greece Post project is now moving through the
scanning stages. Thanks to the Ridge Road Fire Dept., we acquired some items related to the old Greece Grange. We
replaced flood lights at our cupola sign. Meanwhile the Lakeview and Lakeshore Garden clubs have been busy beautifying our gardens.
Our Bicentennial committee held its first meeting on June 17 brainstorming ideas for programs and activities to mark
the 200th anniversary of the founding of the Town of Greece next year.
Unfortunately, we did have to cancel, with short notice, our June 27 "Grandfather Stories" program with David Kunz.
Hopefully we will be able to reschedule that program in the near future. We will have another outside program on
Sunday August 1 at 1:00 p.m. (see page 1). Our museum and gift shop will continue to be open on Sunday afternoons, but we will be closed on July 4.
Please join us on July 12 at Bill Gray's, 2050 Latta Road and help support the Greece Historical Society (see page 4).
As a reminder, there are still a few of you who have not renewed, we would surely appreciate your continued support. For those of you who renewed, Thank you very much.
Next Corinthian September 2021

Bill Sauers, President

Audit of Our Computers and Network Server
On June 15, 2021, Pat Worboys meet with Ikram Massabini Jr. from MVP Network Consulting, LLC to conduct a full
audit of our computers and network systems to get a better idea and scope of our upcoming plans for replacing our
network server. MVP is a process-based firm with an 11-step process for handling services and support and specializes
in non-profit organizations and grants for technology upgrades and equipment.
The final report of the audit, which we expect to receive soon, will guide us in planning our computer and network
server upgrades and maintenance for years to come.
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“Museum Shop”
We have noticed a lot of visitors since the
weather improved. You must come and see
our selection of local history books. Since
next year is the 200th anniversary of the
Town of Greece, we have had many sales of
our Eight Miles Along the Shore books. People are looking at our history. We have almost sold out of
our Manitou Beach Trolley books (we have only 6 left), so
you’d best get here soon to get one before they are gone.
We also have a few available at the Friends of the Greece
Library shop, Secondhand Prose.
As always, we’ll see you on Sundays 1:304:00. Enjoy our nice summer weather.
Wendy Peeck
Shop Coordinator

Our Calendar
Our museum is open Sundays 1:30–4:00 p.m..
We maintain office hours, Mondays 10:00 a.m. till noon
To make an appointment send an email to:
greecehistoricalsociety@yahoo.com

July 4 - Museum Closed
July 11 - 2:00 p.m. Charting Your Family Tree, Part I with
July 12 - 4-7 p.m. Bill Gray's fundraiser for GHS
August 1 -1:00 p.m. Preservation Roadshow

Aug 8 - 2:00 p.m. Charting Your Family Tree, Part II
September 14 - Roadmap for Preserving Your Family Archive
October17 - Pasta Dinner fundraiser
November 20 - Craft Sale.

“If you want to understand today,
you have to search yesterday.”
~ Pearl Buck

If you have the time, talent, and desire to help the Greece Historical
Society & Museum, consider becoming a volunteer.
Call us at 225-7221 or email greecehistoricalsociety @yahoo.com.
We will be glad to discuss how you could contribute to the success of the
Greece Historical Society.

We greatly value and appreciate your donations*.
*Tax deductible per Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code.
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Due to our aging membership
committee, we are seeking a
detailed oriented individual to
help with our membership
database. The effort is needed
primarily during the months
of April and May as our memberships come due. The
work involves entering incoming renewals in our database program, PastPerfect, and sending out thank you
letters. Training will be provided.
Interested in helping with this important job? Call us at
225-7221 or email greecehistoricalsociety@yahoo.com .
Salary will be equal to our other volunteers!

Greece Happenings
Historical Societies Meet at Greece Museum
On June 8, GHS hosted a meeting of leaders from 12 westside Monroe County
museums and historical societies with the goal of developing a network of
representatives from Historical Societies and Museums throughout the area, to
discuss items of common interest, and to improve our organizations. We plan
to create a Western Monroe County "Museum Trail" that will collaboratively
promote all of our museums. More on this project will be forthcoming.

Greece Historical Society and Lexington Avenue Federal Credit Union Team Up

We are pleased to announce that the National Credit Union Association (NCUA) has
approved a request to add the Greece Historical Society to the field of membership
within the charter of the Lexington Avenue Federal Credit Union (LAFCU). This
allows Lexington Avenue FCU to provide any of their services to all members of the
Greece Historical Society.
A credit union is a type of financial cooperative that provides traditional banking
services that are owned and operated by their participants. Originally, membership
in a credit union was limited to people who shared a "common bond": working in
the same industry or for the same company or living in the same community. The National Credit Union Association
(NCUA) is the governing body for all credit unions. They provide a framework for how credit unions operate across the
United State along with insuring deposit accounts up to $250,000.
While LAFCU offers traditional banking services, they do not have shareholders and therefore operate much differently
than a bank. This business model enables credit unions to provide exceptional value and service to their members. They
strive to provide affordable financing solutions, financial education, lower rates for loans, and higher rates of return for
deposits.
LAFCU was founded in1959 by nine employees of Rochester Products, Inc. The initial field of membership consisted of
those who worked for Rochester Products, Inc., were an employee of the credit union, and members of their immediate
families.
Kevin Lofthouse, business development officer at LAFCU, stated that they are pleased to be involved with an organization
dedicated to one of our local communities and its history, saying “along with offering Greece Historical Society members
our services, we are excited to direct our members to the Greece Historical Society to learn more about our community’s
past.”
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Greece History
Briarcliff Club Memories
by Bill Sauers
Ration coupons, victory gardens, salvage drives, saving cooking fat, “buy bonds today.”
All familiar words to a home front generation during World War II. Unlike our wars
since, World War II affected every single person in this country, and no matter what
your occupation or financial status, everyone had to deal with rationing. Rationed
items included basic commodities like sugar and butter, but nothing affected the lives
of people in the suburbs more than gas rationing.
People would complain a little when there was no sugar, but they knew it was for a
good cause. But lack of gasoline meant a complete change in lifestyle. Suburban
towns like Greece had no parks, and no major stores, even a Sunday drive in the
country was out of the question. In fact, for a while, any pleasure driving was banned.
Soon one neighborhood in the Town of Greece decided that if the gasoline shortage wouldn’t permit driving
around the country for fun, it was high time the neighbors got acquainted and figured out what to do about it.
In January 1943, this group held their first meeting; about 27 couples comprised the group which tentatively called
itself the “Briarcliff Club” as most members lived on Briarcliff Road. A monthly meeting was agreed on and plans discussed for various kinds of outings and entertainment.
A two-hour sleigh ride was the group’s first social activity; the Greece Press reported that “the merrymakers startled
the countryside ringing with Sweet Adeline and progressed through a long repertoire of other classical and modern
melodies.” They ended their day with a fish fry at the Barnard Exempts.
Throughout the next year they planted a “Victory Garden at the Barnard Except Home,
participated in bowling parties, had neighborhood picnics, held a street dance and a claim
bake, and sometimes traveled in a group to a county park. A Christmas party was held at
the Valleywood Club on nearby Boxart Street and, at Christmas, Santa himself visited all
the children on the street and shared Christmas cheer with each of the adults. Stories were
told for years after that Santa was quite a bit jollier toward the end of his journey down the
street than at the beginning.
An August 1943 softball game against the Strathmore Drive Athletic Club resulted in a loss.
No one will ever know for sure, but several of the Red Wing team members lived on Strathmore Drive, which may have helped that team win.
It wasn’t until March of 1944 that they had to hold a party in honor of the first member of the group to leave for the
armed forces.
It didn’t take long for the group to discover they couldn’t find any better company if they drove for miles and used
tanks full of Uncle Sam’s precious gasoline. In August 1945, a sausage roast and street dance were held, but the
War was over by then and the reason for the Briarcliff Club, gas rationing, had ended. Soon some of the neighbors
moved away, others began to relish the freedom a family could enjoy with their automobiles. The Briarcliff Club just
faded away, but not the memories and the stories told to their children of how they made the best of their situation
during the War. What stories are you telling your children today?
Bill Sauers grew up on Briarcliff Rd long after the Briarcliff Club ceased to exist but remembered the stories about the club told
by his parents and neighbors.
Originally published in the Greece Post Nov 8, 2007

Share Your Stories and Memories
We love to read stories and memories by YOU or your organization. Each of you has a story to tell. Submit a story about your

group or a local history story or memory of growing up in the Town of Greece.
Email your story to: greecehistoricalsociety@yahoo.com along with a photo and brief bio. Your story should be no more than
500 words. We will edit as needed for continuity, grammar, punctuation, etc.
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Happenings at GHS

On Saturday, June 19, Nellie Gardner presented an outdoor program on the history of the cut flower industry in our area and
talked about her business while creating flower arrangements.
A video of this program is available on our website.

On June 7, Ben Camelio replaced our
20-year-old lights at our cupola sign with
new LED flood lights. Half of the cost was
paid for with an anonymous donation.

Alan Mueller and Joe Vitello spent an afternoon
this past month removing an old and worn-out
carpet from one of our offices.

We are in the process of getting estimates to remove
our front bushes and replacing them with something
a bit smaller. In the meantime, we can always count
on Terry LeFeber to keep the bushes trimmed.

This past month Marie Poinan and Joan Ward Snyder have been busy
interviewing and preparing our Pioneer Families of Greece book while
our bicentennial committee has been meeting to organize activities
that the Greece Historical Society will be planning for next year
in celebration of the Town's bicentennial.
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Tours and Education
June Tours at the Greece Museum
June was a busy month for tours since we announced that we are “Open for Business.”
We started with the Athena History Club, next was the Friends and Fun Group from the
Town of Greece. The last tour was a fourth-grade class from the Greece Christian
School. Faye Cole with the girls, and myself with the boys, guided the 4th graders
through the museum. It was a delightful class - lots of questions and enthusiasm! The
dial phone was a big hit - most had not even seen one, much less used such a thing.
After the tour they stayed and ate their lunches under the trees on our front lawn, went
on to the playground, and then back to school. School is out for the summer now, but
we look forward to the fall when we can offer more trips to other Greece schools and
organizations.

Kathy Firkins, Coordinator

Athena History Club
On June 2, we hosted our first group tour of the season.

The Athena History Club is an extracurricular organization that aims to introduce
middle and high school students to the history of Monroe County and the local
Rochester community. Through educational outreach and support from local museums & historical sites, students are able to develop a deeper understanding and
appreciation for the community they live in. The Athena History Club meets
throughout the academic year and makes numerous trips to historical venues within the surrounding area. This is the fourth year the club has visited our
museum.

Reminder to Support G.H.S. with AmazonSmile
AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way for you to support the Greece Historical Society or any other charity of your choice. When you shop at smile.amazon.com, you'll find the
exact same low prices, vast selection and convenient shopping experience as Amazon.com,
with the added bonus that Amazon will donate a portion of the purchase price to your favorite charitable organization.
To shop at AmazonSmile simply go to https://smile.amazon.com/. You use the same account on Amazon.com and AmazonSmile. Your shopping cart, Wish List, and other account
settings are also the same.
On your first visit to https://smile.amazon.com/, select Greece Historical Society, or any other organization listed, to receive donations from eligible purchases before you begin shopping.
We hope you will support the Greece Historical Society when you use AmazonSmile in the future.
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CONTACT US
GHS Office: 585-225-7221
Office Email:
greecehistoricalsociety@yahoo.com
Website: www.greecehistoricalsociety.org

Your tax deductible membership in the Greece Historical
Society is available at several levels. To join, renew, upgrade your
membership or to donate a gift, fill out and mail the form below or
bring it to our next program meeting. To pay via PayPal, visit our
website at www.greecehistoricalsociety.org

Only your donations and memberships keep our
Museum open. Thank you for your support.

GREECE HISTORICAL SOCIETY & MUSEUM

Membership Application

(Please print)

DATE:___________________________

NAME:____________________________________________________________________________ PHONE:(_____)___________________________
(Last)

(First)

(M.I.)

(Spouse, if applicable)

ADDRESS: __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
(Street)

(City/Town)

(State)

(Zip Code + 4)

E-MAIL ADDRESS: _____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Membership Classifications
Senior (62+, Each) Student

Annual Rate

Select

$15.00

______

Individual Adult

$20.00

______

Senior (62+) Couple

$30.00

______

Family

$35.00

______

Business, Professional

$50.00

______

Benefactor (Each)

$100.00

______

____New Application
____Renewal
____Upgrade
____Donation
____Memorial Donation
My donation is in memory of

Senior Life (62+, Each)

$350.00

______

__________________

Life (Each)
Donation

$500.00

______
______

__________________

Memberships are tax deductible.
Please pay online via PayPal or
make check payable and mail to:
Greece Historical Society
P.O. Box 16249
Rochester NY 14616-0249
You will receive your membership
card and receipt by mail.

