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Tuesday, April 13, 2021, 7:00 p.m. via "ZOOM

The Corinthian

GREECE HISTORICAL SOCIETY and MUSEUM

Rochester Goes to Washington by James Valenti, JD, LLM, Esq.
In this Zoom presentation, join James Valenti as he discusses the Rochester court case, Nebbia v. New York, which
made its way to the Supreme Court of the United States in
1934. It dealt with the suit of Leo Nebbia, the owner of a
grocery store, against a piece of NYS's version of New Deal
legislation. He will also touch on two other local Supreme
Court cases, Valenti v. Rockefeller and Town of Greece v.
Galloway.
Valenti is an Associate Professor of Criminal
Justice at SUNY- FLCC in Canandaigua.
REGISTRATION REQUIRED Go to http://greecepubliclibrary.org click on "Events," then
"Calendar," go to April 13 to register. Direct link: https://greecepubliclibrary.evanced.info/
signup/EventDetails?EventId=9795&backTo=Calendar&startDate=2021/04/01

It is Time to Renew Your Membership!
May 1 through April 30 is your membership year at the Greece Historical Society and
Museum.
For your convenience we are mailing reminder letters along with a return envelope, or
you may use the form on the back of this newsletter. Please make your check payable to
Greece Historical Society. You may also pay your dues online with Pay Pal by going to
our web site at http://greecehistoricalsociety.org/join-us/membership/. Fill out the form
and click on the Pay Pal button. A donation button is on the site also for those who
would like to add a donation to their membership.
The Greece Historical Society deeply appreciates your support, especially with the loss of
our fundraising events and program donations due to the pandemic. We thank you all
for your help in preserving our community’s history and helping us share it through our
programs, publications, museum exhibits, and social media.
We hope you will continue to support us and enjoy being
a member. When you renew, please consider upgrading
your membership. Your generosity will help us do even
more when things get back to "normal."
Many of you have already sent in your membership
renewals for this year. For that, we thank you. If we make
a mistake and mail you a renewal letter, please ignore it.
If you are uncertain about your membership status, give us a call at 225-7221 or email
us at greecehistoricalsociety@yahoo.com and we will check our records.
Thank you again for your prompt renewal!

"President's Message"
Spring is just around the corner and our museum is now open on Sunday afternoons or by appointment (Closed
Easter). We opened on March 7 and immediately experienced an uptick in attendance compared to last fall. Seems
that people are a little more comfortable going out and exploring places.
Our James Johnson book is selling quite well. We have had several orders from the west coast and
around New York State, while several local public libraries have ordered copies for their collections.
We are also progressing with a similar project about architect Thomas Boyde, that should be completed by the end of the year. We are excited to announce that this past month we received word
that we were awarded a grant to digitize a large collection of the Greece Post and were happy to
help the Gates Historical Society/Gates Public Library with the application for a similar grant that
they also received. We have also received some interesting artifacts related to Greece schools that
will be added to our schools’ archive collection.
This past month I have had the opportunity to meet a group of local historians and attend a meeting with county
historians (via Zoom). Our membership team has been busy preparing the mailing for our annual membership renewal campaign. (All GHS memberships are from May 1 to April 30.) The letters should be in the mail soon. If you
have already paid your membership, thank you. We truly appreciate your continued support of the Greece Historical
Society.
To support local Girl Scouts, we have offered a local troop the opportunity to sell their cookies on our front porch on
Sunday, April 18. Hope to see you all that day supporting a great organization.
Do not forget to make reservations for our April 8 program by James Valenti. Because of the present situation we are
not planning events too far into the future, but we will keep everyone informed about our upcoming programs in
the Corinthian and on our Facebook page.

Bill Sauers, President
A special thank you to Wally Rust, who has been
our sound man and editor for all the videos that
have been posted on our website. Wally also built
the sound equipment for both the Native American
and Prohibition exhibits in our museum.

Our March 9 program on Carousels of Monroe County by Linda Bartash-Dawley was enjoyed by more than 70 people, our largest Zoom presentation so far. We even had at least three people from outside of New York State! The program was recorded and
it now on our website "Archive Program" page. A special thank you to GHS member Sue Eddie for this color photo of the 1953
Genesee Valley Park carousel which was run by her father-in-law, Bill (Squeaky) Eddie.
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“Museum Shop”
Yes, we are open! We’ve had alot of visitors
this month. I guess everyone is anxious to
get out in the sunshine! We’ve also had alot
of on-line sales for our books. If you can’t
stop in, check out our items available on
www.greecehistoricalsociety.org.
We are ready for Spring! Our local garden
clubs will be at work soon.
As always, we’ll see you on Sunday 1:30-4:00 (with masks).
Wendy Peeck
Shop Coordinator

Our Calendar

Girl Scout Cookie Sale
Sunday, April 18, 1:30-4:00 pm

NOTE: Our museum is open Sundays 1:30–4:00 p.m..
Closed Easter Sunday, April 4, 2021
We maintain office hours, Mondays 10:00 a.m. till noon
To make an appointment send an email to:
greecehistoricalsociety@yahoo.com
All programs will be conducted via Zoom. Registration required.
To register go to our web page calendar for instructions.

Save the date! Girl Scout Troop #60266 will be on our
front porch April 18 selling their yummy cookies. Stop by
and pick up a box or two and support a great organization. The Girl Scouts had a very successful sale two years
ago at our museum; unfortunately, last year's sale was
cancelled. We are excited to have them join us again this
year.

Tuesday, April 13, Rochester Goes to Washington (a Supreme
Court case) by James Valenti
Sunday, April 18, (1:30 - 4:00 p.m.) Girl Scout cookie sale
Tuesday, May 11, From Park Avenue to Parkridge by Kathleen
Britton

If you have the time, talent, and desire to help the Greece Historical
Society & Museum, consider becoming a volunteer.
Call us at 225-7221 or email greecehistoricalsociety @yahoo.com.
We will be glad to discuss how you could contribute to the success of
the Greece Historical Society.
We greatly value and appreciate your donations*.
*Tax deductible per Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code.
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History Quote
"Never doubt that you can change history,
you already have"
~Marge Piecy

Greece History
Pioneer Families of the Town of Greece by Marie Poinan
To celebrate the upcoming Bicentennial of the Town of Greece next year, the
Greece Historical Society is planning to honor the pioneer families who settled here
and have called it home for generations. Two hundred years is a mind-boggling
amount of history to unpack, so we will attempt to do it in a way that allows the
Greece Historical Society to celebrate our roots.
Our first goal is to issue Pioneer Certificates to families who can trace their ancestry
back to living in the Town of Greece in 1822. We have several Revolutionary War
and War of 1812 veterans buried in Greece cemeteries, as well as King’s and Charlotte Cemeteries and many families settled here before the Erie Canal drew more settlers to the town.
Our second and more ambitious goal is to publish a series of books with stories written by descendants of the pioneer families who settled here during the first fifty years, 1822-1872. The first book of
this Bicentennial project will be published in November 2021. Subsequent volumes will be added and published so
that we might include as many families as we can document. These books will include biographical stories and photos featuring not only the more familiar families, but also those who are less well known or who have never been featured in past publications. Each family vignette will feature a photo and story highlighting their contributions to
Town history.
We hope that you will start thinking of how your family came to the Town and where they settled (i.e., North Greece,
Paddy Hill, along the Ridge, along the lake or the Canal, etc.). We will use the 1872 map as a point of reference for
landowners, but there are likely more families who can be verified that do not appear on this map.
Do you have old newspaper clippings, diaries, Bible pages, or other family memorabilia that can help you document
your pre-1872 Greece family? Have you done your family’s genealogy and already have names and dates to show
your family’s presence in the town?
Many of you now might be members of the Greece Historical Society because of your family’s ties to Greece. We
want to hear your stories and hope that you will contribute to this Bicentennial project. Of course, we are here to
help you in writing your family story if you are a bit hesitant to do it yourself. This is not intended to be a genealogical
journey, but a fun way for you and us to share your family stories and commemorate your pioneer roots in the
Greece community.
JoAnn Ward Snyder and I will serve as co-editors for the publications. The historical society will also be offering some
classes over the summer on how to compile your own family’s history and how to scan family photographs. Stay
tuned as COVID concerns may dictate how we do these presentations. We will also be putting a questionnaire template on our website in April so you can provide us with some base information about your family.
We have a lot of history to cover, a story which also includes early Charlotte which was incorporated as a Village in
the Town of Greece in 1869. We also must consider the impact of the first fifty years of the Town- the fact that in
1820 the Town of Northampton (which encompassed the future Towns of Gates and Greece) had just 420 households. By 1870, the number of inhabitants had increased to 4,314 individuals!
If you have any questions, please feel free to email me at mariepoinan@gmail.com
and please put “PIONEER FAMILIES” in the subject line.
"History is not just something that happened long ago and far away.
History happens to all of us all the time.
Local history brings history home, it touches your life,
the life of your family, your neighborhood, your community."

~Thomas J. Noel, Denver author and historian
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More Greece History
In the Beginning: Becoming the Town of Greece
During the 18th century, the State established counties to provide governmental
support over this area. Ontario County was created in 1789. In 1797, a region
called Northampton was established within Genesee County. encompassing what
is today, the towns of Parma, Riga, Gates, Ogden, Chili, and the Town of Greece. It
was formerly part of the Phelps & Gorham land purchase, commonly known as the
“mill seat tract.”
With the population continuing to grow, more government services were needed.
In 1808, Northampton was divided into four towns; the areas that are now Gates
and Greece kept the old name Northampton until the name was changed to Gates
in 1813.
In 1821, Monroe County was created from parts of Genesee and Ontario counties
and on March 22, 1822 the State past legislation dividing Gates into two
towns, becoming Gates and Greece, effective April 1, 1822. It is said that
Greece received a larger portion of land because, at the time, the northern
section of the town was thought to be worthless swamp land.
There is little doubt the Town was named for the European country of
Greece. Long held beliefs state it was so named as a show of support or
sympathy for the Greek people who were fighting for their independence
from Turkish rule. Although this is most probably true, there seems to be no
original documentation verifying this fact. According to the NYS Archives,
any applications to the State Legislature for the erection of the town and
alteration of its boundaries would have been destroyed in the NY State Capitol fire of 1911.

Greece Post Soon Available On-Line
This past month we were notified that we received a grant in the amount of
$10,800 to digitize copies of the Greece Post from 1967 to 2009. The entire
grant will be used to scan and upload these issues to http://
www.nyshistoricnewspapers.org, The grant was made available from the
NYS Regional Bibliographic Data Bases and Resource Sharing Program and
administrated and reviewed by the Rochester Regional Library Council. The
project will be completed by the Northern New York Library Network and
will take about a year.
Under the direction of GHS president Bill Sauers, the planning for this project took months of work involving approval from the publisher and coordination with the Local History & Genealogy Division of the Central Library
and the Rochester Regional Library Council. A special thank you to Chantal Corsaro, Legal Administrative Assistant, Gannett
Corp., Ryan Hughes, Digital Initiatives Librarian, RRLC, Michelle Finn, PhD, City of Rochester, Deputy Historian, Carolyn Vacca,
Monroe County Historian, Brandon Fess, Rochester Public Library, and Betty Tudisco and Maureen Whalen of the Greece Historical Society.
Websites like nyshistoricnewspapers.org, newspapers.com and fultonhistory.com are incredible resources for historians, genealogists, or anyone researching their local history. Newspapers like the Greece Post do not upload themselves; it takes the initiative of people and organizations like the Greece Historical Society to make it happen. In 2015, the Greece Historical Society
was responsible for having the collection of the old Greece Press from 1934 to 1977 digitized and uploaded to nyshistoricnewspapers.org. This project will add greatly to the collection of searchable newspapers about our Town.
When this project is completed in about a year, free access to the Greece Post will be a valuable asset to any genealogist or
historian researching Greece history, especially with the upcoming bicentennial of our Town. The Greece Historical Society is
proud to have initiated this important service to the community.
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CONTACT US
GHS Office: 585-225-7221
Office Email:
greecehistoricalsociety@yahoo.com
Website: www.greecehistoricalsociety.org

Your tax deductible membership in the Greece Historical
Society is available at several levels. To join, renew, upgrade your
membership or to donate a gift, fill out and mail the form below or
bring it to our next program meeting. To pay via PayPal, visit our
website at www.greecehistoricalsociety.org

Only your donations and memberships keep our
Museum open. Thank you for your support.

GREECE HISTORICAL SOCIETY & MUSEUM

Membership Application

(Please print)

DATE:___________________________

NAME:____________________________________________________________________________ PHONE:(_____)___________________________
(Last)

(First)

(M.I.)

(Spouse, if applicable)

ADDRESS: __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
(Street)

(City/Town)

(State)

(Zip Code + 4)

E-MAIL ADDRESS: _____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Membership Classifications
Senior (62+, Each) Student

Annual Rate

Select

$15.00

______

Individual Adult

$20.00

______

Senior (62+) Couple

$30.00

______

Family

$35.00

______

Business, Professional

$50.00

______

Benefactor (Each)

$100.00

______

____New Application
____Renewal
____Upgrade
____Donation
____Memorial Donation
My donation is in memory of

Senior Life (62+, Each)

$350.00

______

__________________

Life (Each)
Donation

$500.00

______
______

__________________

Memberships are tax deductible.
Please pay online via PayPal or
make check payable and mail to:
Greece Historical Society
P.O. Box 16249
Rochester NY 14616-0249
You will receive your membership
card and receipt by mail.

