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  Annual Member Meeting                                                                                         
Thursday, January 21st, 2021 7:00 p.m. Virtual Event via ZOOM* 

On Thursday, January 21, 2021 at 7:00 p.m., we will hold our annual meeting via ZOOM where 
you can receive a copy of our 2020 Annual Report, view a photo montage of our activities from 
2020 and hear about our plans for the future. A financial report will be presented by our treasur-
er, Bill Peeck, and an election of trustees will be conducted. Trustees serve a term of three years. 
Those currently seeking re-election are: Bill Sauers, Gretchen Kozlowski, Sandy Peck, and Pam 
O'Sullivan and one new member Dave Richardson. 

 
REGISTRATION REQUIRED  Email greecehistoricalsociety@yahoo.com for log-in and password. 
 
Meet our candidates: 

Bill Sauers is a lifelong resident of the Town of Greece and has been an active member of the 
Greece Historical Society since 1998. He has served as a board trustee since 2002, becoming 
president in 2007. Bill was previously an active member of the former Town of Greece Historic 
Preservation Commission and the NYS Document Heritage Program, Regional Advisory Commit-
tee. Bill is a retired engineer technician for the City of Rochester, and a retired US Army Sergeant 

Major.  

Gretchen Kozowski. Gretchen was born and raised in Greece and grew up in a house that had 
been her father's family home since 1938. She recently moved back to Greece and became a  
docent for our museum. She has always had a great interest in history as well as her community 
and is looking forward to serving on the board as a trustee and contributing to the well-being of 

the Greece Historical Society.  

Pamela O'Sullivan, Head of Integrated Public Services at Drake Memorial Library, the College at 
Brockport, since April 2008, Pamela is a member of the SUNY Librarians Association and the Jane 
Austen Society of North America. She is a regular reviewer for Library Journal. Previous to joining 
the staff at Drake Library, Pamela was a public librarian for over two decades. Pamela is also a 

professional storyteller. 

Sandra Peck worked for the City of Rochester Treasury Department, retiring in 2015.  She over-
saw the billing and payment of City taxes, water bills, and refuse bills, as well as payments to City 
vendors. She has been a member of the GHS board since 2006, serving as secretary for two terms 
and vice president for one term.  She has coordinated the ticket sales for our Strawberry Festivals, 
our Pasta Dinners, and our 50Th Anniversary dinner and has helped operate the museum gift 

shop since 2006. 

David Richardson was born and raised in Greece and graduated from Greece Athena High 
School.  His family's roots in Greece go back to 1881.  He is an avid genealogist, a Board Member 
for the Greece Education Foundation, Vice President of the Rochester Chapter Sons of the Ameri-
can Revolution and a member of the Section V Basketball Committee.  He has been an Adminis-
trator in Greece Central for the last 17 years, serving as an Assistant Principal at Arcadia, Principal 
at Athena and currently is the  Executive Director of Student Operations overseeing Transporta-

tion and Athletics.  He is excited to become a Board Member of the GHS. 

  David             

Richardson 

Pamela 

O'Sullivan 

Sandra             

Peck 

Gretchen 

Kozowski 

Bill            

Sauers 
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"President's Message"    

 

As this unusual year comes to an end, I would like to thank all the volunteers that helped us  
during the year. Spring and early summer were difficult times to get the newsletter mailed out 
and process all the memberships that came in while maintaining social distance. We were able 
to use some of the time to clean out our basement and a back-garden area and create a new 
display of old tools in the exhibit hall. We thank Lakeshore Garden Club for taking over our side 
garden after the Shorewood Garden Club disbanded and Lakeview Garden Club for maintain-
ing the front gardens and the cupola garden. 

We sorely miss everyone at our Tuesday lectures and Sunday programs, but we have done the 
best we could conducting our programs on Zoom and by posting some of our previous programs on our website. I 
realize it is not the best situation, but it is what we must do to keep safe. We thank everyone for their patience. To help 
those in need, our Ecumenical Food Shelf box has collected nearly 2,000 pounds of food. Because of anticipated 
freezing temperatures, we have removed the collection box from our front porch. However, there is now a collection 
box at the Greece Community and Senior Center. 

We are still looking for your COVID stories. If you would like to write about your experiences during this past season 
or how your organization has dealt with the pandemic, send your stories to greecehistoricalsociety@yhoo.com . 

Unfortunately, we will not have a holiday open house this year for obvious reasons and fundraising dinners and the 
strawberry festival are currently on hold till further notice. However, we do plan to hold our annual membership 
meeting on January 21st via Zoom, so I hope you can join us. 

Lastly, we mourn the loss of our former Executive Director, Lorraine Beane, and the incredible contribution she made 
to the Society and the Town of Greece.  

Bill Sauers, President                               

Our  Calendar  
“GHS Events and Programs” 

 
Museum and Museum Shop hours: Sundays 1:30 - 4:00 p.m.                                                                                                                                                                                                       

and during office hours Mondays 10 a.m.- Noon   

                                 
        NOTE:      

Museum Closing December 20 through February 2021 
                                                                                                       

All upcoming programs will be presented via Zoom 
To register go to our Web page calendar for instructions. 

 

Tuesday, January 12th, Mark Twain and the Civil War 

Thursday, January 21st, Annual Membership Meeting 

*Sunday programs are usually at the Greece Museum, 2:00 p.m. 

**Tuesday programs are usually at the Greece Public Library, 7:00 p.m. 

 

 Please join us for any or all of these events. We are here for you. If you’ve 

been curious about something in Greece’s past, please let us know.  

mailto:greecehistoricalsociety@yhoo.com
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 “Museum Shop”                                                                                                          

    

We had a wonderful turnout for our               
Holiday Craft & Collectibles Show on Novem-
ber 21st. We were safe and secure, masked 
and socially spaced. Everyone enjoyed their 

holiday shopping. 

Many of our books are now available at the 
Friends of the Library shop in our Greece   

Library. Please stop in and check them out. 

Our Museum and Shop will be open Sundays 1:30-4:00. Our last 
day in December is the 13th, then we take our winter break. 

Make sure you find time to stop by for your holiday shopping.  

As always, we are open Sundays 1:30 - 4:00pm; please stop by 

(with your mask, of course). 

Wendy Peeck                                                                             

Shop Coordinator  

We greatly value and appreciate your donations*.                                                    

*Tax deductible per Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code. 

 
If you have the time, talent, and desire to help the Greece Historical               

Society & Museum, consider becoming  a volunteer.  
Call us at 225-7221 or email greecehistoricalsociety @yahoo.com.   

   We will be glad to discuss how you could contribute to the success of 
the Greece Historical Society. 

 
Museum Closing December 

20th through February 2021 
 
 

 
The Greece Museum will be closed during January and February 

(unless sooner because of COVID restrictions).                                                                                                                                             
We will re-open to the public with regular                                      

Sunday hours on March 7th, 2021 
and will maintain our regular office hours on                                      

Mondays, 10:00 a.m. until noon. 
 You can attend our annual meeting on Thursday, January 21st 

via Zoom.                                                                                                     
Please join our Tuesday evening programs via Zoom on                           

January 14th and February 11th.                                                                            
To schedule a tour, email greecehistoricalsociety@yahoo.com. 

 

mailto:greecehistoricalsociety@yahoo.com
mailto:greecehistoricalsociety@yahoo.com
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GHS Board Members 

William M. Sauers (President) 

Tom Sawnor (Vice President)  

Gretchen Kozlowski (Secretary) 

Bill Peeck (Treasurer) 

Cynthia Shevlin (Newsletter Editor) 

Paula Smith 

Ruth Curchoe 

Jack Wallenhorst 

Gregg Redmond, Esq. 

Pam O'Sullivan 

Sandy Peck 

Deborah Whitt          

Donald C. Newcomb (Honorary Trustee)

Greece Ecumenical Food Shelf  

We will no longer be collecting food for the        

Ecumenical. Food Shelf. Because of the winter    

season, we have removed the box from our front 

porch. There is a now a collection box at the     

Greece Community and Senior Center.                                                               

Thank you to all those who have donated nearly 

2,000 pounds of food this past season. 

GHS Happenings 

 

Support G.H.S. with AmazonSmile  
 
With our fundraisers cancelled this past year your help is more important than 
ever. AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way for you to support the Greece 
Historical Society. When you shop at smile.amazon.com, you'll find the exact same 
low prices, vast selection and convenient shopping experience as Amazon.com, 
with the added bonus that Amazon will donate a portion of the purchase price to your favorite charitable organization.  
 
To shop at AmazonSmile simply go to https://smile.amazon.com/. You use the same account on Amazon.com and Ama-
zonSmile. Your shopping cart, Wish List, and other account settings are also the same.  
On your first visit to https://smile.amazon.com/, select Greece Historical Society to receive donations from eligible purchases 
before you begin shopping.  
We hope you will support the Greece Historical Society when you use AmazonSmile in the future.                                                                

Sons of the American Revolution program now available on-line. 

Because of our COVID restrictions, Robert Coomber presented a program on the 

local chapter of the Sons of the American Revolution to a small group on November 

19th. The program was originally scheduled for March 15th. The program was            

recorded and is now available on our "Archived Programs" section of our web site.  

Our last Tuesday evening program for the year featured Kathleen 

Graupman, Superintendent of GCSD. Ms. Graupman discussed what 

education has looked like during the COVID-19 pandemic, sharing 

some specific successes and challenges. The program was recorded 

on November 17th and is available on our web page. 

The annual job of cleaning out 

the gutters was done by Bill 

Peeck a few weeks ago.  

History Quote 

""The past actually happened. 

History is what someone took 

the time to write down." 

~ A. Whitney Brown 

https://smile.amazon.com/
https://smile.amazon.com/
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 Greece History 

Remembering Lorraine Kress Beane (1925-2020)   

Lorraine Kress Beane, former president and executive director of the Greece Historical Society, died recently at 
the age of 95.  She was a dedicated volunteer with forward thinking ideas that helped shape and build the 
organization of the Society.  Learning we needed a secretary on the Board of Trustees, she offered her help 
and jumped in with both feet. It was a critical time. We had recently acquired the former home of Supervisor 
Gordon A. Howe and the Board was struggling with fundraising, the move of the house and its renovations, 

planning the use of the house, and expanding our GHS vision.   

Lorraine and her husband were members of the Greece Historical Society in her earlier years, and after raising their children, 
they rejoined the Society as life members. They both served a two-year term as president.  Art, an accountant, also served as 
treasurer of the Society. Later, Lorraine reached out into the business community to form an Advisory Board to guide the Society 
in building the organization and its role in the community. Fundraising was essential. An example of a fundraiser we held was 
the Tour of Homes in 2000 and 2001, an enjoyable, well-organized, and successful event. One recommendation of the Advisory 
Board was to appoint Lorraine as the executive director because of her marketing skills. She took every opportunity to promote 

the Greece Historical Society in the community and wrote a local history column for the Greece Post. 

That is not the only time in Lorraine’s life she answered the call. During WWII Lorraine trained with The American Red Cross as a 
nurse’s aide. At that time hospitals were short staffed.  She was recruited for training at Genesee Hospital at the age of 17 while 
attending Nazareth Academy and was assigned to St. Mary’s Hospital.  She was made Captain of the nurse’s aides at St. Mary’s. 

Later, she worked with the Red Cross at various blood drives. 

She was a leader in the 7th District Garden Clubs and worked as a landscape designer at Agway and Green Acres nurseries. 
When our museum opened she was instrumental in arranging area garden clubs to establish and maintain our lovely gardens. 
She kept our front porch flower boxes looking colorful in the summer and filled with greens in winter. She called it “curb appeal”. 

The Chamber of Commerce awarded the Society by naming it the most improved property in Greece that year. 

Lorraine was an original member of the Town of Greece Historic Preservation Commission, which was established by the town 
board in 1997.  She represented the Town Historian on that municipal board until 2007.  She persevered in saving historic struc-
tures and places in the Town of Greece. In 1999, the old town hall, built in 1919, was demolished. While watching the activity, 
Lorraine spotted the cupola and asked what was going to happen to it. The reply was that it had been sold to an individual.  She 
immediately went home and called one of the town officials saying, “You can’t sell the cupola; The Greece Historical Society 
wants it.” Plans were drawn up to include the cupola in the sign and garden in front of the house.  The town moved the cupola 

into place. The effort on her part saved and preserved a slice of history. 

Lorraine encouraged volunteers. A new venture for the Society, the Greece Museum Gift Shop, was started by Vi White and   
Carolyn Brewer. The age of Beanie Babies enabled the gift shop to have an income for the Society that amounted to about 25% 

of the annual budget.   

The Society is very grateful for Lorraine’s many years of volunteering and her leadership. In recognition of her contributions to 
the community, she was named Senior Citizen of the Year by the Greece Chamber of Commerce, seen here with former Supervi-
sor Donald Riley. Upon her retirement in 2011, Greece Supervisor John Auberger presented a Lifetime Achievement Certificate 

to Lorraine, a well-deserved honor.   

 



  

 Here are some of the remembrances from others who knew Lorraine well: 

Gina DiBella, historic preservation consultant and former chair of the Town of Greece Historic Preservation Commission.                  
I first met Lorraine when we were both appointed to the newly-formed Town of Greece Historic Preservation Commission.        
Together we worked to promote historic preservation in our town, including designating official town landmarks, planning two 
historic home tours, and helping to save the former Yates-Thayer House and Barn from demolition and/or inappropriate changes. 
Lorraine had a great love of our town's history and historic resources. 

Roberta Young, long time friend and member of Lakeview Garden Club.                                                                                                   
Having worked at Agway and Green Acres Farm & Nursery, Lorraine was very knowledgeable about plants, trees and flowers. 
She was a great resource person for the Lakeview Garden Club and welcomed people to take from her home garden. We will 
miss her. 

Bill Sauers, president of Greece Historical Society                                                                                                                                          
One day in late 2000 , I got a call from Tom Schumer asking me to become a board member of the Society. At the time I didn't 
know Tom or Lorraine so I asked him why he chose me.  He told me that Lorraine Beane had seen me around the Society and at 

program meetings and had a feeling I would make a good board member. I guess she was right !  

Alan Mueller, historian for the Greece Historical Society                                                                                                                             

One spring many years ago, I decided that my yard could use several additional ornamental bushes.  Off I went to Green Acres 

Nursery, then on Long Pond Rd just off Latta Rd.   Most of the nursery stock was just west of the parking lot.  Soon a pleasant sales 

clerk came out and asked if I needed help, which I gladly answered in the affirmative.  Very quickly I became aware that she knew 

more about nursery stock than I did.   A bit of chitter chat concerning bushes and did I live in the local vicinity?  Yes I did , on    

Ripplewood Dr. “Well, my name is Lorraine Beane and we lived on Ripplewood Dr. until recently!” More chitter chat and I was on 

my way with two bushes Lorraine had suggested would be just ideal for my  yard, as she was familiar with my house. 

Another year or two went by and I attended the Strawberry Fest at the Newcomb Homestead.  Lorraine spotted me and asked if   

I belonged to the society, which I did not. "You should visit our museum which is now in the former Gordon Howe home at 595 

Long Pond Road, plus a new museum addition has just been finished.” After another gap, I finally did visit the Greece Historical 

Society. As if by chance, Lorraine showed up and again asked if I was a member. This time I said I would join as the exhibits 

looked nice and the organization seemed geared to grow.  

So I was hooked and volunteered in the office. Lorraine was aware that I was then Curator of the Charlotte Lighthouse and also 

volunteered at the Strong Museum in various areas of the archives. We somehow got along great and became friends. The last 

time I saw Lorraine was at the Society’s 50th Anniversary.  Her son, Jim, brought her and the minute she saw me she had a great 

big smile and pointed a finger right at me. A few hugs and I knew she was enjoying herself, though she had difficulty expressing 

it.  

 It’s been over 25 years that I’ve now been hanging around 595 Long Pond Rd.  Sometimes it’s hectic, a lot of times fun, and great 

to meet the other volunteers, then and now. Without Lorraine's persistent,  pleasant way, I more than likely would not have     

become a member of The Greece “Hysterical” Society.  Thank you, Lorraine!   

Bill Selke, long time friend and former board member of GHS                                                                                                                     

For over 80 years Lorraine and I were very good friends. We grew up living six homes apart in an ideal city neighborhood. When 

my wife, Janet, and I moved to Greece we purchased a home on the same street and near Art and Lorraine’s home. When Art 

and Lorraine moved to a larger home, we soon decided to do the same and, with luck, purchased a house across the street from 

them. Our families attended the same church and on occasion, Art and Lorraine and Janet and I would enjoy meeting at a restau-

rant while vacationing in Florida. 

It was very obvious through our on-going conversations and their activities Art and Lorraine appreciated and were very dedicat-

ed in preserving local history. I certainly admired and was inspired by their enthusiasm and, in time, I felt the need to get involved.  

As a Greece Historical Society volunteer and then as a Board Member I soon realized that Lorraine, in a number of ways, was a 

key contributor or the catalyst in bringing forth success. Lorraine was a very special Greece Historical Society Executive Director. 

She was not only a very creative person but also paid very close attention to details. Lorraine was very dependable and very         

determined to see positive results. 

Whenever I drive by the Howe House, the attached museum, and the old Town Hall cupola sign I think of Lorraine and the          

significant role she had in preserving local history. 
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GREECE  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY & MUSEUM                Membership Application 

 
    (Please print)                    DATE:___________________________ 

NAME:____________________________________________________________________________PHONE:(_____)___________________________                                          

                       (Last)                             (First)                (M.I.)                             (Spouse, if applicable) 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

ADDRESS: __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

                                               (Street)                                                                                            (City/Town)                                    (State)                 (Zip Code + 4)                                                                                   

E-MAIL ADDRESS: _____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

         

 

CONTACT US 

GHS Office: 585-225-7221  

Office Email: 
greecehistoricalsociety@yahoo.com                                       

Website: www.greecehistoricalsociety.org 

Greece Historical Society  
Greece Museum 

595 Long Pond Road 
P.O. Box 16249 

Rochester NY 14616-0249 

Non-Profit Org. 

U.S. POSTAGE PAID 

Rochester NY 

Permit #1188 

____New Application     

____Renewal       

____Upgrade 

____Donation 

____Memorial Donation 

 My donation is in 
memory of  

__________________ 

__________________ 

Electronic Service Requested 

Your tax deductible membership in the Greece Historical      
Society is available at several levels. To join, renew, upgrade your 
membership or to donate a gift, fill out and mail the form below or 
bring it to our next program meeting. To pay via PayPal, visit our 
website at www.greecehistoricalsociety.org 

Only your donations and memberships keep our                

Museum open. Thank you for your support. 

Memberships are tax deductible. 

Please pay online via PayPal or 

make check payable and mail to:   

 Greece Historical Society         

P.O. Box 16249                                 

Rochester NY 14616-0249 

You will receive your membership 

card and receipt by mail. 

Membership Classifications Annual Rate Select 

Senior (62+, Each) Student         $15.00 ______ 

Individual Adult $20.00 ______ 

Senior (62+) Couple $30.00 ______ 

Family $35.00 ______ 

Business, Professional $50.00 ______ 

Benefactor (Each) $100.00 ______ 

Senior Life (62+, Each) $350.00 ______ 

Life (Each) $500.00 ______ 

Donation   ______ 


