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First Live Virtual Tuesday Evening Program
For the first time ever our Tuesday evening program at the Greece Public Library
will be a virtual presentation.

Registration is required with a limit of 95.

The Corinthian

GREECE HISTORICAL SOCIETY and MUSEUM

Go to the Greece Public Library's web page http://www.greecepubliclibrary.org/,
click on Virtual Events, then Calendar, go to June 9 and click on register.
The event will be conducted via Zoom. You must enter a valid e-mail to register. The Library will send you the link to join the class the day before the presentation. You will be
able to interact virtually and ask questions! If you are planning on using a phone or tablet, please download the Zoom app before the event!

Tuesday, June 9th, 7:00 p.m. Virtual Event!
Museum-Quality Storage for Family Heirlooms
By Kate Jacus in cooperation with the Greece Public Library
We all understand the importance of saving family history, and along with photos, most
people are also saving other documents and artifacts for future generations to enjoy.
These preservation goals require specialized products and procedures. In this online
presentation, we will delve briefly into the science of what it means to be “archival," and
explore museum standards that you can apply at home for handling and storage of photographs, negatives, slides, film, textiles, family documents, and common family heirlooms.
Kate Jacus is the marketing coordinator at Archival Methods, a local manufacturer and
supplier of archival storage and presentation products. She is also the founder of The
Photo Curator, LLC, and a certified professional photo organizer helping families and
businesses manage their photo and heirloom collections.

Kate holds a Master's Degree in Museum Studies and had jobs at two Smithsonian museums until she moved back to Rochester to manage the care
and storage of half a million objects at The Strong National Museum of Play
for eight years. After a detour into corporate marketing, she started her own
business in 2016. Kate lives in Brighton with her family.

Name these Famous Women Contest Winners

Our March issued featured a "Name These Famous Women" contest. Kevin Monaghan
and Rob Cunningham were the winners who each received tickets to the Susan B. Anthony House & Museum. Congratulations Kevin and Rob.

"President's Message"
Thank you to everyone who renewed their memberships, became new members, or gave us an extra
donation. The response for membership renewals was better than in previous years and we deeply
appreciate your generosity. Although our museum is closed and all our program have been cancelled
until further notice, we have made available some of our previous programs on our website and we
are now planning to use Zoom for presentations. The first one will be Tuesday, June 9th at 7:00 p.m.
It will be available through the Greece Public Library. If successful, we will try to plan more. Speaking
of Zoom, we conducted our first board meeting via Zoom on May 14th.
We are looking forward to hearing from you about how life has changed. When this is all over, we
plan to publish a book telling about life during this pandemic in our community so future generations
can read about our experiences. There is much documentation about 1918-19 in the Rochester area. Let's help document
2020. Send us your stories at greecehistoricalsociety@yahoo.com or mail to PO Box 16249, Greece, NY 14616.
I would like to thank everyone who has dropped off food for the Ecumenical Food Shelf. The food collection box on our
front porch has received donations daily during the past month. Unfortunately, the free book offer that we advertised in
our May Corinthian had to be removed because of the fear of cross contamination of the virus.
As far as the question of re-opening, it looks like we are part of phase 4. We will need to follow the area’s guidelines and
consider the safety of our volunteer docents and our visitors. Being chartered by the New York State Education Department, we may need to also follow their guidelines but more importantly, find docents who are willing to volunteer to
guide visitors. In other words, it is anyone's guess when that will happen!
Be sure to catch some of our programs that you may have missed. They are listed on our web page:
http://greecehistoricalsociety.org/ under "Archive Programs."
A special thank you to all of you, our friends, and members, who continue to support us and appreciate the value GHS
gives to the community. We hope to see you soon.

Bill Sauers, President
Our Calendar
“GHS Events and Programs”
Museum and Museum Shop hours: Sundays 1:30 - 4:00 p.m.
and during office hours Mondays 10 a.m.- Noon

Closed for now. Possible Upcoming Schedule:
History of Seneca Park Zoo by Maureen Whalen,
Tuesday, September 8**
Eight Brave Civil War Soldiers: Past Meets the Present
Tuesday, October 13**
*Sunday programs are at the Greece Museum, 2:00 p.m.
**Tuesday programs are at the Greece Public Library, 7:00 p.m.
Please join us for any or all of these events. We are here for you. If you’ve
been curious about something in Greece’s past, please let us know.

Please help
us; renew
promptly.
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“Museum Shop”
Hopefully, we will be open soon and you
can come in and see our new book,
A History of Seneca Park Zoo, written (and
autographed) by our GHS volunteer
Maureen Whalen. This book is available in
our Museum Shop. You can order them
through our website with PayPal or stop
by our Museum and purchase one. Just
leave a message on our email or phone
and I can set up a day/time to meet you
(wearing masks) to make your purchase.
.

We look forward to returning to our
normal schedules soon. Stay safe.

Wendy Peeck
Shop Coordinator

Videos of Past Programs Now Available
In the fall of 2016, the Greece Historical Society presented
four Sunday programs highlighting the agricultural heritage
of the Town of Greece and its farm families. Each program
was organized by Marie Poinan and featured a member of
the family who has preserved the legacy of their family farm
and shared that heritage for the Society to preserve for future generations.
These programs were recorded and are now available on
our website at http://greecehistoricalsociety.org/ under
"Archive Programs." Enjoy these family stories or any of the
other nearly 20 programs that we have made available to
you.
The four programs from the farm family series are:
The McShea family and farm with Tom McShea
The Dobson farm with Bob Dobson
The Yates/Thayer farm with Sam Thayer
The Lemcke/Tofany farm with Ron Carlton*

* There is some sound quality problems with the
Lemcke/Tofany
video

If you have the time,
talent, and desire to
help the Greece
Historical Society
& Museum,
consider becoming
a volunteer.
Call us at 225-7221
or email
greecehistoricalsociety
@yahoo.com.

We will be glad to
discuss how you
could contribute to
the success of the
Greece Historical
Society.

We greatly value and appreciate your donations*.
*Tax deductible per Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code.
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Life in Greece This Past Month

Town sponsored "Drive Up-Drop Off" food drive for the
Greece Ecumenical Food Shelf, May 7, 2020

Cars line up on Long Pond Road waiting
for free masks being handed out by the
Town, May 9 & 13, 2020.

Noon time at the Greece Ridge Center Mall.
Photo by Joe Territo.

A young boy blows a kiss to
his grandfather.
Photo by Joe Territo

A message to the students at Greece Olympia

We are all learning a new ways to get together as a group.
This is our GHS Virtual Board Meeting. May 14, 2020
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Tours and Education
As you all know our museum is closed indefinitely due to the COVID virus. One of the things that I miss most is
our annual school tours. This would be the busiest Month. Faye Cole, Renee Sanger, and I would juggle
our personal schedules to accommodate the various schools and Bill Sauers was always on hand to take pictures.
We loved seeing the looks on the faces of these 7-year-old 2nd graders as they entered the house. Wow!!! They
would remark - and without a doubt one student would ask if we lived there. It gave us great pleasure to guide
them through the museum and answer their questions.
Of course, the One Room School House and our new classroom dating back to 1945-1955 was a highlight for
them. We miss them and look forward to seeing them again in
the future.
by Kathie Firkins
A second-grade class
uses a dial telephone
for the first time.

Greece Ecumenical Food Shelf
The Greece Ecumenical Food Shelf, Inc. needs food donations. Since the
donation boxes that were inside the Library and Community Center are
currently unavailable due to New York Pause, easy drop off points in the
Latta/Long Pond neighborhood have been eliminated. So, the Greece Historical Society is partnering with the Food Shelf and has placed a donation
box on our front porch at 595 Long Pond Rd. Drop off your donations of
canned food (and only canned food, please) at any time. The box will be
emptied daily by volunteers. In the past month donations have been left
almost every day. Thank you for your help during this time of critical need.
For more information about the Greece Ecumenical Food Shelf, go
to https://www.facebook.com/greecefoodshelf/

Yes, We are Closed, but We Still Have Bills to Pay
As a non-essential business, the Greece Historical Society Museum is closed to the public. As a non-profit organization, we
depend on the extra revenues from visitors to the museum and program donations to keep our doors open. Although closed,
we continue to pay the necessary electric, gas, insurance and security bills to keep the building safe.
We know these are hard economic times, but if you can, take a few moments and donate to the Society to help pay the ongoing expenses. GHS is a 501(c)(3) organization chartered by the New York State Education Dept. and your donations are tax
deductible.
Although most folks don't itemize on their taxes due to the recent tax law changes, there is a special provision in the COVID19 Relief Bills that will allow taxpayers to take up to a $300 adjustment on their 2020 tax return for charitable donations
made this year even though you don't itemize.
So please consider making a much needed donation to the Society to help us through this economic hardship. Go to http://
greecehistoricalsociety.org/join-us/donate/ or mail to PO Box 16249, Greece, NY 14616.

Thank You!
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Chair Repaired and Reupholstered
The old red chair that’s been in our living for years had certainly seen better
days. Recently a generous patron donated the
money to have it repaired and reupholstered.
It now looks great. When we finally reopen be
sure to stop by and see how it looks and explore our museum.
Before

After

47th Annual Strawberry Festival Cancelled
As everyone is already aware, nearly all public gatherings are cancelled
for the summer including our Strawberry Festival fundraiser. Our festival
has only been cancelled once before. It was for safety reasons during the
construction of the Community & Senior Center and that year the Town
compensated us for the loss in revenue.
The planning for the festival begins in January with securing our
vendors, reserving the tent and tables and chairs, getting the proper
permits, and placing deposits. By late April it became obvious we should
announce the cancellation of the festival, notify all those involved so
they could make plans, and try to get our deposits back. Within a few
weeks we did receive a refund check from the Town for their $200.00
permit fee and the deposit was refunded for the tent rental. The County
Health Department does not charge a permit fee for nonprofit events such as ours.
Cancelling the festival was a disappointment. Not only was a great community event called off, but also our major
fundraiser for the year. If you would like to make a donation to help make up for the loss of revenue from this event,
there is a "Donate" button on our web page at http://greecehistoricalsociety.org/join-us/donate/
or mail a donation to PO box 19249, Greece, NY 14616.

Support G.H.S. with AmazonSmile
AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way for you to support the Greece Historical Society or any other charity of
your choice. When you shop at smile.amazon.com, you'll find the exact same low prices, vast selection, and convenient shopping experience as Amazon.com, with the added bonus that Amazon will donate a portion of the purchase
price to your favorite charitable organization. It costs you nothing extra.
To shop at AmazonSmile simply go to https://smile.amazon.com/. You use the same account on Amazon.com and
AmazonSmile. Your shopping cart, Wish List, and other account settings are also the same. On your first visit to
https://smile.amazon.com/, select Greece Historical Society or any other organization listed to receive donations
from eligible purchases before you begin shopping. We hope you will support the Greece Historical Society when
you use AmazonSmile in the future.
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Greece History
The Tale of Three Bricks
Or – “It only took 25 years”
by Alan Mueller

More than a month ago we received a call from a fellow inquiring if
our museum collection would be interested in having a few bricks
gathered from one of the many piles around the demolished
Greece Town Hall on West Ridge Road. The Town offices had
already moved into the new town Hall in December 1999. Demolition began in April 2001 on the West Ridge Road site. The answer
was a tentative, YES, but we would have to see them to decide. A
few days later a box arrived on our front porch with the three
bricks. Just like people, a brick can come in many forms, small, big,
thin, or husky and rough! Our three, which we did accept, were of
the latter two types, HUSKY & ROUGH! Those “Three Musketeers
Bricks” could have been used for the rougher interior. More of a
dense and harder finished brick was used for the exterior.
“It only took 25 years?” That was the length of time it took the town
of Greece to finally come to realize they desperately needed a town
hall. The first such request came about 1895 and several more times
in the early 1900s. No action was ever taken then. First came the
annexing of the Village of Charlotte by the City of Rochester in 1916.
The United States entered World War I in 1917 and by 1919 the
“dough boys’ were returning from the war and a surge of marriages
followed. A building boom soon began. The Town government
needed more space than a rented room in Charlotte or the town
clerk's office in his home. A special proposition was put to the
citizens of Greece to vote (May 9,1919) on building a Town Hall. It
was approved by a vote of 169 to 72. The 1920 U.S. Census put the
total population of Greece at 3,350.

Construction of the Town Hall - 1920

Greece Town Hall in the early 1930s

Through the next almost eighty years many additions and changes
were added to increase the needed space. Again, as before, talks
Demolition of the Town Hall - April 1999
were started that a new Town Hall was needed. The added arrival
of the computer age compounded the problem. The electrical
system, as well as the telephone wiring system, was aged and obsolete. The
thick brick walls did not lend themselves easily to that kind of an upgrade.
Our vintage Town Hall bricks are rather insignificant compared to the cupola
that once crowned the top of the building. It was saved and restored by
members of the Greece Historical Society. It now is part of a welcome sign
Bricks from Old Greece Town Hall
on the grounds of the Society at 595 Long Pond Road. The two Doric columns that stood at the main entrance to the former Town Hall are now in
the lobby of the Community Center at the North end of the present
Greece Town Hall. All these varied artifacts help to tell the story of the
Town of Greece’s first public building.
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CONTACT US
GHS Office: 585-225-7221
Office Email:
greecehistoricalsociety@yahoo.com
Website: www.greecehistoricalsociety.org

Your tax deductible membership in the Greece Historical
Society is available at several levels. To join, renew, upgrade your
membership or to donate a gift, fill out and mail the form below or
bring it to our next program meeting. To pay via PayPal, visit our
website at www.greecehistoricalsociety.org

Only your donations and memberships keep our
Museum open. Thank you for your support.

GREECE HISTORICAL SOCIETY & MUSEUM

Membership Application

(Please print)

DATE:___________________________

NAME:____________________________________________________________________________ PHONE:(_____)___________________________
(Last)

(First)

(M.I.)

(Spouse, if applicable)

ADDRESS: __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
(Street)

(City/Town)

(State)

(Zip Code + 4)

E-MAIL ADDRESS: _____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Membership Classifications
Senior (62+, Each) Student

Annual Rate

Select

$15.00
$20.00

______
______

$30.00
$35.00

______
______

$50.00

______

Benefactor (Each)

$100.00

______

Senior Life (62+, Each)

$350.00
$500.00

______
______
______

Individual Adult
Senior (62+) Couple
Family
Business, Professional

Life (Each)
Donation

____New Application
____Renewal
____Upgrade
____Donation
____Memorial Donation
My donation is in
memory of

__________________
__________________
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Memberships are tax deductible.
Please pay online via PayPal or
make check payable and mail to:
Greece Historical Society
P.O. Box 16249
Rochester NY 14616-0249
You will receive your membership
card and receipt by mail.

