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History of Lake Ontario Over the Past Sixty Years
by Don Riley
Don Riley will give eyewitness testimony on how Lake Ontario has
affected our eight miles of shoreline in Greece over the past sixty
years as well as discuss how the ecosystem that includes the two
thousand acres of wetlands known by the term “Braddock Bay Park”
are impacted by “high water.” Facts and fictions will be discussed in
a “fair” and “dispassionate” way with an emphasis on real evidence,
rather than bureaucratic statistics.

"President's Message"
It's all about the weather! For many of us spring has been lacking sunshine and heat, but on
Monday, June 17th we were blessed with a partially cloudy 78º day, a perfect day for our annual Strawberry and Dessert Tasting Festival. With an opening time of 4:00 p.m., they started pouring in at 3:30. At times parking was a bit of a problem with our overly saturated lawn, but luckily the Greece Explorer Scouts were on hand to help with parking along with our Special Police
directing traffic.
With nearly 500 volunteers and guests, our six vendors dispensed some great desserts. Jim Barton and crew never stopped serving his hots and burgers. The Grease Paint Alley Clowns did a
fantastic job entertaining the kids and our "old technology" table fascinated our younger generation that has never used a dial telephone, typewriter, or record player. We even had some vintage toys and games for them. We were pleased to see so many first timers visit our museum.
Jeremy Carter along with Paul Anken of Blaze Entertainment kept the party hopping and caller Mike Callahan along
with the Silver Square and Bells and Bows Square dance clubs demonstrated the joy of square dancing.

All the volunteers did a great job. A special thank you goes to Scout Troop 240 who were ready at the end to take
down equipment and put everything away. I wish I could thank everyone individually who helped make it one of
our most successful events ever.
We had many comments about how enjoyable the event was and how it seemed to be a family friendly community
picnic with something for everyone.
The rest of June has been busy for us at 595 Long Pond Rd with school tours and a visit by the Friends and Family
group from the Greece Community and Senior Center. We also had a picnic (although indoors because of the
weather) with the Rochester Genealogy Society followed by a museum tour.
We opened several new exhibits (see page 4)
We are going to slow down a bit in July and August although we will have one Sunday program on July 14th and
will be at the Dewey Avenue Family Fun Night on July 16th.
We look forward to seeing you in the fall for our Tuesday evening programs and at our 50th Anniversary Dinner at
Red Fedele's Brookhouse on October 26th. More information and reservation information will be in our September
Corinthian. Thank you for your continued support and enjoy your summer.

Bill Sauers, President
Our Calendar
“GHS Events and Programs”

“The past is not dead; it is living in us and will be alive
in the future which we are now helping to make".
~ William Morris

Museum and Museum Shop hours: Sundays 1:30 - 4:00 p.m.
and during office hours Mondays 10 a.m.- Noon
History of Lake Ontario Over the past Sixty Years, by Don Riley,
Sunday, July 14th, Greece Museum, 2:00 p.m.
The History of the Greece Police Dept. Tuesday, Sept 10th **
The Lost Wineries of the Genesee Country Tuesday, Oct 8th **
50th Anniversary Dinner Saturday, October 26th, Red Fedele's
Brookhouse
City Songs & American Life by M. Lasser, Tuesday, Nov.12th **
*Sunday programs are at the Greece Museum, 2:00 p.m.
**Tuesday programs are at the Greece Public Library, 7:00 p.m.
Please join us for any or all of these events. We are here for you. If you’ve
been curious about something in Greece’s past, please let us know. We
might be curious, too!
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“Museum Shop”

Our Strawberry Dessert Festival was
wonderful. Many people took advantage of the $1 coupon to purchase
our books.
We have new books
available about the
Hojack Railroad, the Erie Canal, and
some books from a local author,
Marilyn Wright. She writes of her
memories about local communities.

We are here Sundays 1:30-4:00 pm. and
look forward to your visit.

Wendy Peeck,
Museum Shop Coordinator

Please Support Our Advertisers Who Support Us!
We greatly value and appreciate your donations*.
*Tax deductible per Section 501(c)(3)
of the Internal Revenue Code.

This newsletter is published monthly by the editor
for the Greece Historical Society and Museum.
~ Cyndie Shevlin

Thank you for renewing, Members!
THANK YOU to all our friends and neighbors who have become new members
and to our current members who have renewed in a timely manner. We will
be sending a final reminder letter later this month to those members who have
not yet renewed. You may use the form on the back of this Corinthian or print
one from our website to send with your check, or renew online.
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Museum Happenings
Strawberry Festival Winners of our Lucky Draw/Chinese Auction and Museum Gift Shop Prizes

















US Flag, Jon Thompson
Rochester Museum & Science Center, Karlee Aucd
Airport Marriott Lunch, Marie Poinan
Farris Pharmacy gift card, Deborah Teltoco
Firestone oil changes, Derel Scwamk &, Patty Dell
YMCA Membership, Samantha Thompson
ClubHouse Fun Center, Brigette Tidwell
Carbone's Pizzeria, Karen Henry
Genesee Country Village & Museum, Peter Blind
WXXI Gift Basket, Tammy Marthage
Seabreeze Passes, Mary Ann Anslinger
Quilt by Sue Sauers, Casy Trimm
Red Wing Tickets, Marge Sawnor
The Shops on West Ridge, Angelo Caloggia, Mary S. (2 winners)
Susan B Anthony Museum & House, Jason Trimm
Dell's Market Basket, Carol Dwyer
Thank you for joining us. Come again next year!

New Exhibits in the Greece Museum
Our School Days exhibit features Longridge School. We collected memorabilia from former teachers and principals and the history of the school from
the current teachers and principal. Former students and staff reconnected
and met several current teachers at our Open House on June 2nd.
An exhibit on blacksmithing with tools loaned to us by Don Newcomb, as
well as two new photo exhibits featuring two prominent early residents of
the Town of Greece, opened in June.
George Ruggles held patents for his invention of the rotary snowplow and a racing canoe. He also served
as President of the Village of Charlotte.
Terry Burns helped to build the Erie Canal and then bought land in Greece in 1827. His house still stands off
Kirk Road. This expansive exhibit features the Burns, Kirk, Veeder, and
Newcomb families and their eight generations of contributions to the
town.
In July, we celebrate the 50th anniversary of the landing on the moon
July 20th, 1969. In September, we will learn about Greece during Prohibition from Maureen Whalen, who has found 15 speakeasies to date in
her research. Greece was not a dry town!
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Museum Photos

On Sunday, June 23rd, Marie Poinan told the
stories of the many Irish families that settled
in the Mother of Sorrows neighborhood.

On Thursday, June 20th, we hosted
the Rochester Genealogical Society's
annual meeting and picnic and gave
them a tour of our museum.

Nearly 500 of our members, friends, and
neighbors enjoyed our Strawberry Dessert
Festival on June 17th.
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Greece History
Brookside Elementary School Farm Field Trip
by Gene Preston
Fifty youthful dreams were fulfilled June 19th, 2019 as two classes walked from nearby Brookside Elementary School to the Gene
Preston Farm on Long Pond Road where numerous historic farm structures were explained including a preserved century old
woodshed and outhouse. Greece school District teacher Kathy Morgan along with colleagues and parents safely escorted the
excited children to the farm where Gene, 77, his friend Patty Feeney, and neighbor Doug Worboys waited to welcome them,
sharing ice cream and stories. Gene’s granddaughter Chelsea Reisse, a soon-to-be teacher herself, also helped plan the day.
Presentations of farm life took place as the group toured the spacious yard and acres of vegetable crops: tomatoes, eggplant,
summer squash, beets, sweet corn, and others recently planted crops. Growing periods for vegetables was mentioned, such as
the eighty days for tomatoes to go from seed planting to harvest. Sunflowers were a big hit as the children conducted in-depth
studies of full-grown plants delivered by Gene to Brookside last year. During the tour, the children saw sunflower plantings in
various stages of growth. All were amazed to learn how sunflowers turn to follow the sun morning noon and night, a process
known as heliotropism.
A display of vintage International Harvester Farmall tractors (Gene is president of IHCC NYS Chapter 35), a 1930’s era once horsedrawn corn binder, plows, and other farm machinery were a hit with the children as Gene explained the function and purpose of
each. The second graders questions were unending and that made all this worth the time.
A hand-operated well water pump in a garden behind the house poured out plenty of free water as children worked the long
handle up and down. Gene’s new farmhouse now stands where a more than century old farmhouse stood until 2004.
Then my friend Bill Sauers from the Greece Historical Society joined us on the tour with his humor and camera.
As the walking tour moved around the south side of the farm, neighbor Doug Worboys took a few minutes to tell about his home
at 1048 Long Pond Road. Known as Greece School Number 9, the structure saw its last class graduate in 1944. It is indeed a
Greece treasure that has been saved. A few students from old School Number 9 remain, such as Gene’s friend Ed Roberts ,91, of
950 Long Pond Road.
Round Pond Creek runs through the Preston Farm as it winds its way to Round Pond near Dewey Avenue and into Lake Ontario.
Gene’s dad Clarence irrigated from the creek all while the farm was at its grandest production period, 1930 to 1975. The creek
originally winded around the school touching the north bound lane of Long Pond Road until 1946 when Clarence Preston had it
rerouted straight to his driveway bridge like it is today.
The delighted group of second graders reached the end of the tour; each was offered a small bag of sunflower seeds as Gene
announced there was still time to plant them this growing season. All agreed it was an educational experience for both young
and old as the boisterous youngsters departed all waving and yelling thanks for the farm tour.
Being among such a force of youthful energy gave me flashbacks of my second-grade days at the old Saint John the Evangelist
School and how my brothers and I had plenty of horsepower after school to help my parents on the farm. Thanks, Brookside, for
making me feel young again – if only for a couple hours.

Gene Preston, a lifelong resident of Greece, a retired Kodak firefighter,
is a 58-year firefighter with North Greece FD and a freelance writer, He
grows produce on what remains of his Long Pond Road family farm.
Share Your Stories and Memories
We love to read stories and memories by YOU, the average Greece resident. Each of you has a story to tell. You (or your group) can submit a
local history story or memories of growing up in the Town of Greece. Email your 500 word (max) story to: greecehistoricalsociety@yahoo.com
along with a photo and brief bio. Don’t worry if you're not an English scholar — we will edit for continuity, grammar, punctuation, etc.
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Museum News
Tours and Education
TOURS
It was a BUSY, BUSY, BUSY month of June for the museum. It started with our Open House featuring our new Longridge School exhibit. Longridge opened in 1958 and many former Principals, teachers, staff and parents attended
and had a great time reminiscing of their time spent at Longridge.
Next, Faye Cole and I had the pleasure of giving 5 Longridge second grade classes tours of the museum. They are
learning about the changes in the community. They especially like the One Room School and the new classroom. Explaining to them the changes on Ridge Road is also a favorite. When we finished, we gave them a lesson
using the dial phone. Most of their homes only have a portable or cell phone. Their enthusiasm in learning is exciting.
Next was our annual Strawberry Festival. This year we had a record player, a manual adding machine, and a typewriter. We also had 3 different types of “old phones”, a dial, push button and an original cell phone. This was a great hit
with old and young alike.
The final tour was the Friends and Fun Group who meet at the Community Center on Thursday evenings. Again, a
very enthusiastic group who enjoy seeing the History of Greece.

Kathie Firkins
Education Coordinator
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CONTACT US
GHS Office: 585-225-7221
Office Email:
greecehistoricalsociety@yahoo.com
Website: www.greecehistoricalsociety.org

Your tax deductible membership in the Greece Historical
Society is available at several levels. To join, renew, upgrade your
membership or to donate a gift, fill out and mail the form below or
bring it to our next program meeting. To pay via PayPal, visit our
website at www.greecehistoricalsociety.org

Only your donations and memberships keep our
Museum open. Thank you for your support.

GREECE HISTORICAL SOCIETY & MUSEUM

Membership Application

(Please print)

DATE:___________________________

NAME:____________________________________________________________________________ PHONE:(_____)___________________________
(Last)

(First)

(M.I.)

(Spouse, if applicable)

ADDRESS: __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
(Street)

(City/Town)

(State)

(Zip Code + 4)

E-MAIL ADDRESS: _____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Membership Classifications
Senior (62+, Each) Student

Annual Rate

Select

$15.00
$20.00

______
______

$30.00
$35.00

______
______

$50.00

______

Benefactor (Each)

$100.00

______

Senior Life (62+, Each)

$350.00
$500.00

______
______
______

Individual Adult
Senior (62+) Couple
Family
Business, Professional

Life (Each)
Donation

____New Application
____Renewal
____Upgrade
____Donation
____Memorial Donation
My donation is in
memory of

__________________
__________________
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Memberships are tax deductible.
Please pay online via PayPal or
make check payable and mail to:
Greece Historical Society
P.O. Box 16249
Rochester NY 14616-0249
You will receive your membership
card and receipt by mail.

