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 Tuesday, May 14th, 2019  Greece Public Library  7:00 p.m. 

The Architecture of James H. Johnson                                                                       
by Katie Eggers Comeau and Christopher M. Brandt 

 
During his lengthy career in Rochester, architect James H. Johnson was ac-
claimed for several of his unusual designs, including the Liberty Pole, the 
"Mushroom House," Temple Sinai, and St. John the Evangelist Church in the 
town of Greece.  Most of his other projects received little attention as Johnson 
quietly followed his own highly creative path,  designing buildings of remarka-

ble creativity inspired by forms in nature and complex geometry.   

 
Christopher and Katie spent 18 months exploring Johnson's 
drawings and slides, interviewing his colleagues and family 
members, and visiting his buildings. They will be sharing 
what they learned in this talk featuring new and old photo-
graphs of Johnson's projects, from his most celebrated works 
to some of the strangest hidden architectural treasures in 

western New York.   

The project documenting Johnson's career was organized and 
sponsored by the Greece Historical Society, and was funded by grants 
from the Preservation League of New York State, the Landmark Socie-

ty of Western New York, and the Johnson family.   

Katie Eggers Comeau is the architectural historian at Bero Architec-
ture. She worked previously at a preservation consulting firm in Wash-
ington, D.C. and the Landmark Society of Western New York. In her 
current position, she works on historic resource surveys, National Reg-
ister nominations, and other projects documenting historic architec-

ture in New York State.  

Christopher M. Brandt is an architect at Bero Architecture. While completing his studies at the University at 
Buffalo, Chris undertook an independent study on James Johnson's work, during which he met the archi-
tect and befriended him.  

Saturday, May  4th, 2019  Greece Museum  11:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.  

Free Photo Scanning and Preservation Event  
 
Back by popular demand, this is the fourth year Greece Historical Society is hosting a free photo 
scanning event. Local members of the Association of Professional Photo Organizers and experts 
in scanning and preserving photos will be on hand – Kate Jacus, The Photo Curator; Bruce 
Holroyd, Digital Scan Solutions, and Nancy Carr, Preserve a Photo – will be using professional 
scanners at each station. Visitors can stop by any time during the day with up to 50 photos or 

slides. Be sure to bring your own USB flash drive or USB 
thumb drive.  
 
Angela Blauvelt from Archival Methods, a manufacturer 
and distributor of archival storage material, will also be 
here to answer any of your archival storage questions. 
 

The Museum will be open during 

the event for visitors to tour our lat-

est exhibits. This is a wonderful op-

portunity to celebrate Mother’s Day 

by preserving your family memories.  
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 "President's Message"    

Now that spring is here it's membership renewal time. Thank you to everyone who has already sent in 

their renewal membership. Memberships cover nearly 30 percent of our operating budget.  

May is National Historic Preservation Month; with that in mind, our Tuesday evening program will be The 
Architecture of James H. Johnson. One of his first major projects was St. John the Evangelist Church. Un-

fortunately, another of his Greece buildings, Our Lady of Mercy rectory was demolished  in 2015. 

The April issue of  "GreeceNewsNY.com" magazine (only delivered to parts of Greece) highlighted an arti-
cle about the 50th Anniversary of  Greece Historical Society and the Greece Performing Arts Society 
GPAS. After the article came out we were notified by the Greece Regional Chamber of Commerce that 
we would be receiving the "Arts & Culture" award along with GPAS at the Chamber's annual Awards 
banquet on April 25th. We are honored to receive this award along with GPAS.  Also at the banquet, 
GHS member and volunteer Maureen Whalen will be receiving the annual "History" award. Congratula-

tions, Maureen. 

This past month our volunteers have been busy. On March 29th, a group of Cub Scouts visited us. On March 30th, several GHS 
volunteers and trustees toured the Rochester Medical Museum and Archives on East Avenue; tours like this give us the oppor-
tunity see how other small organizations like ours run their operation.  On Tuesday evening, April 9th, Edward Maruggi told us 

the life story of Joseph Biggio, the first Italian in the Rochester area. On April 10th, Kathy Firkins and I visited the Athena History 
Club, and on April 16th, I presented a program about the Greece Historical Society to the Kiwanis Club of Greece.  Also in early 
April, I had the pleasure of attending the Museum Association of New York annual Conference in Cooperstown. Attendance 

was made possible with a professional development grant from "New York State Council on the Arts". 

At the close of our ILOVENY poster exhibit in March a drawing was held for an ILOVENY door prize. Marilyn Malinka won four 

ILOVENY golf balls and an ILOVENY golf towel.   

Don't forget our Pasta Dinner on Sunday, May 19th (see page 5).  It is a great way to enjoy a dinner out, socialize with friends, 

and support the Greece Historical Society. 

Now it's time to prepare for our annual Strawberry and Dessert Tasting Festival, being held on Monday, June 17th. There will be 
lots of desserts and great food available. Read more about the Festival in next month's Corinthian; let's hope for better weather 
than last year. If you are able to volunteer your time to help with the festival, leave a message at 585-225-7221 or email greece-

historicalsocity@yahoo.com. 

Thank you for your continued support to the Greece Historical Society. 

Bill Sauers, President  

We greatly value and appreciate your donations*.                                                                                                                         
*Tax deductible per Section 501(c)(3) of the                                         

Internal Revenue Code 

Our  Calendar  
“GHS Events and Programs” 

  
Museum and Museum Shop hours: Sundays 1:30 - 4:00 p.m.                                                                                                                                                                                                       

and during office hours Mondays 10 a.m.- Noon  

CLOSED Mother's Day, May 12th and Memorial Day Weekend                                

Saturday, May 4th, 11:00 a.m. Free Scanning Day 

Tuesday, May 14th, TheArchitecture of James H. Johnson** 

Sunday, May 19th, 5:00 p.m. Pasta Dinner Fundraiser Barnard 

Party House & Restaurant  

Sunday, June 2nd, 2:00 p.m. Memories of Longridge School     

Exhibit Opens * 

 

*Sunday programs are at the Greece Museum, 2:00 p.m. 

**Tuesday programs are at the Greece Public Library, 7:00 p.m. 

  

 Please join us for any or all of these events. We are here for you. If you’ve 

been curious about something in Greece’s past, please let us know. We 

might be curious, too! 

This newsletter is published monthly by the editor                                    

for the  Greece Historical Society  and Museum.                                     

~ Cyndie Shevlin, Editor 

mailto:greecehistoricalsociety@yahoo.com
mailto:greecehistoricalsociety@yahoo.com
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 “Museum Shop”    

 

Summer will be here soon, and I look forward to 
relaxing with a good book. We have so many 
great books. We have books about Lake Ontario, 
The Manitou Trolley, Lighthouses, Northgate Plaza 
and several of our local towns. If you are interest-
ed in genealogy we have books to help you in 
your search. We also offer many new children’s 

books, our latest by Sally Valentine is “Stormed” 
about the Seneca Park Zoo. Of course, we have 
our own local World War II and Sports Heroes 

books. Stop in, we’d love to help you choose the best books to read 

this summer. 

See you soon. We are here on Sundays, 1:30-4:00. 

 
Wendy Peeck,                                                                                       

Museum Shop Coordinator                

Please Support Our 

Advertisers                 

Who Support Us! 

 

It's Time to Renew Your Membership! 

May 1st through April 30th is your membership year in the Greece Historical Society and Museum.  We 
have sent your reminder letter along with a return envelope, or you may use the form on the back of this 

newsletter to renew or upgrade. Please make your check payable to Greece Historical Society. You may 
also pay your dues online with Pay Pal by going to our web site at http://greecehistoricalsociety.org/join-
us/membership/ filling out the form and clicking on the Pay Pal button.  A donation button is also on the 

site for those who would like to add a donation to their dues.   

The Greece Historical Society truly appreciates your support, as membership dues are more than a quarter 
of our yearly income.  To those of you who have already paid your dues, thank you all for your help in 

keeping our community’s history and sharing it through programs, publications, and social media. 

We hope you will continue to enjoy being a member of the Greece Historical Society.  When you renew, please consider an up-

grade to your membership.  Your generosity will help us do even more in the coming year.   

If you are uncertain about your membership status, give us a call at 225-7221 or email us at greecehistoricalsociety@yahoo.com 

and we will check our records. 

The more you know about the past, the better prepared                     
you are for the future." ~Theodore Roosevelt 

http://greecehistoricalsociety.org/join-us/membership/
http://greecehistoricalsociety.org/join-us/membership/
mailto:greecehistoricalsociety@yahoo.com
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Kiwanis Club of Greece, N.Y. 

by Jon Kuppinger 

 

The Kiwanis Club of Greece, N.Y. was founded under its former name, The Kiwanis Club of Northwest Rochester, N.Y. on March 
13, 1941.  The Club was sponsored by the Kiwanis Club of Rochester, N.Y.  The members were merchants and business men from 

the Dewey Avenue/Driving Park area and the Waggs Corner area (West Ridge Rd. and Lake Ave.). 

There were 25 members in attendance at the Seneca Hotel Ballroom for the first meeting.  Dinner cost $3.25.  Parkdale Restaurant 
on Pullman Ave served as the meeting place every Monday with a luncheon costing 50 cents.  At this time, Greece was a small 
town of about 15,000.  In 1947, with a membership of 75, Mike Conroy’s Pine Tree Inn became the favored place to meet because 

of its location on West Ridge Rd.  In 1964, the club moved to Schrafts (later to be named The Coachman and finally Holiday Inn.)  

In April 2000, the club changed its name to the Kiwanis Club of Greece to more accurately reflect its true location.   

The Kiwanis Club built the original playground behind the Greece Town Hall at a cost of $40,000.  Every year, the club sponsors a 
Fishing Derby for special needs children in Greece.  In the past, they have sponsored the Festival for Youth at Greece Ridge Center 

and there are many community projects that are ongoing.  

The Kiwanis Club of Greece now meets weekly at 12:10 p.m. at the newly remodeled Barnard Restaurant and Party House, 360 

Maiden Lane. 

Kiwanis clubs focus on changing the world by serving children, one child and one community at a time.  To reach more people 
and have a greater service impact on their communities, many clubs sponsor a Kiwanis family club — K-Kids for primary school chil-
dren; Builders Clubs for adolescents; Key Clubs for teens; Circle K clubs for university students and Aktion Clubs for adults living 

with disabilities. 

We offer a variety of volunteering opportunities in the Greece area including, but not limited to: 

Serve, Greet, Guide, Sponsor: Annual Fishing Derby for Youth with Special Needs and Pasta Dinners to support a local charity/

non-profit (changes every time) 

Greece Arcadia Key Club (become an Advisor and/or attend events as needed) or greet, set up as vendor, sponsor at arts, crafts, 

vendor show 

Volunteer at the Special Olympics 

Become a Committee Chair 

Be an Ambassador and help Increase Membership 

Decorate Christmas tree at Greece Arcadia Holiday Tree Gala 

Bell ring for Salvation Army 

Collect food and/or money for food shelf or donate books to a local 

hospital. 

 

If you want to give to your community, but feel that you can’t or don’t 
want to do it alone, come join Kiwanis, and we will do it together.  Call 
Chris Sortino at 585.615.0634 or Jon Kuppinger at 585.227.0680 or 

Heather Henderson at 706.331.1022.  

 

 

Share Your Stories and Memories  

We love to read stories and memories by YOU, the average Greece resident. Each of you has a story to tell. You (or your 
group) can submit a local history story or memories of growing up in the Town of Greece. Email your story to: greecehistori-
calsociety@yahoo.com along with a photo and brief bio. Your story should be no more than 500 words. Don’t worry if you're 

not an English scholar — we will edit as needed for continuity, grammar, punctuation, etc. 

Greece History 

Members of the Kiwanis Club of Greece 

at their annual Holiday lunch in 2018. 

mailto:greecehistoricalsociety@yahoo.com
mailto:greecehistoricalsociety@yahoo.com
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 Museum Happenings 

Pasta Dinner, Sunday, May 19, 2019                                                                                                                             

Barnard Restaurant & Party House (Barnard Exempts) 

Join us for our next Pasta Dinner fundraiser on Sunday, May 19th from 5:00-7:00 p.m. 

at the Barnard Restaurant and Party House (Barnard Exempts). Please help us with this 

major fundraiser by ordering your tickets now and your tickets will be waiting for you 

at the dinner. Every ticket ordered before May 11 will be eligible for a drawing to win 

an Historic Greece, N.Y.  36” x 48” coverlet. 

Tickets may also be purchased at our museum during normal open hours or call 225-

7221. Although walk-ins are welcome, we appreciate pre-orders, as we need to guar-

antee a minimum number to reserve the facility.  
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On April 16th, Bill Sauers presented a program on the activities 

of the Greece Historical Society to the Kiwanis Club of Greece. 

Museum Happenings 

On March 30th, several GHS volunteers and trustees toured               
the Rochester Medical Museum and Archives on East Ave.                      
It was a great opportunity for us to see how another small                  

organization like GHS run their operation. Thank you to                           

Curator Kathleen Britton for the wonderful and informative tour. 

On Tuesday, April 9th, Dr. Edward Maruggi told us the life 
story of Joseph Biggio, the first Italian in the Rochester area 
and the first pastor of the "Church in the Woods" which 

later became Mother of Sorrows. 

GHS Board of Trustees 

William M. Sauers, President 

Tom Sawnor, Vice President 

Gretchen Kozlowski, Secretary 

Bill Peeck, Treasurer 

Cynthia Shevlin, Newsletter 

Ruth Curchoe, Collections 

Sandy Peck 

John F. Wallenhorst 

Pam O'Sullivan 

Gregg Redmond  

Deborah Whitt 

Paula Smith 

Address Labels on Mailed Corinthian 

 

The date printed on your address label is NOT your 

renewal date. It is a Post Office mail date only. 

Everyone’s renewal date is May 1st and is now due. 

We have mailed you an invoice to renew.        

Thank you for your prompt remittance. 

Meet Our Student Volunteer  

Samantha Russello is a new student volunteer at Greece Historical Soci-
ety helping with the computer accessioning and de-accessioning of 
artifacts in the Greece Museum’s collection and with two new exhibits. 
This will give her some hands-on experience for her current museum 
studies course at SUNY Brockport. She is currently a major in Anthropol-
ogy.   Samantha will begin a two year masters program next term with 
a major in Archaeology and two minors – Museum Studies and History.  

Her goal is to work in the field of archaeology or a museum somewhere 
in New York State.  Samantha is an industrious history buff.   It is our 
good fortune to have her working with us.  She will be in the office part 

of the time and work independently at home the rest of the time.  

Samantha Russello (above) and 

Lee Strauss with Samantha (left) 
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 Museum Happenings 

Tours and Education 

On March 28th we had a group of Cub Scouts from Mother of Sorrows Pack 
130.  There were 12 Cub Scouts, their Leader and several parents.  The boys are work-
ing toward earning their Wolf Badge. They are learning how the community has 

changed over the years and is still changing.  

The One Room School and Class Room exhibit were of great interest along with the 

changes on Ridge Road.  Their enthusiasm about learning history is always amazing.   

Our next school to be featured in our School Days Exhibit is Longridge Elementary 
School.  We are currently working on getting information about its history.  We are 
planning to hold an OPEN HOUSE ON SUNDAY, JUNE 2ND FROM 1:30 P.M. - 4:00 

P.M.  Many of the former teachers and students will be there. 

We are calling it “LONGRIDGE MEMORIES”.  All are invited to attend.   

If anyone who taught or attended Longridge in the past has any memorabilia, please contact Kathie Firkins at 943-2869 or the 

Historical Society at 225-7221.   

Kathie Firkins 
Education Coordinator 

 

Support G.H.S. with AmazonSmile  

 

AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way for you to support the Greece Historical Society or any other charity of your choice. 

When you shop at smile.amazon.com, you'll find the exact same low prices, vast selection and convenient shopping experience 

as Amazon.com, with the added bonus that Amazon will donate a portion of the purchase price to your favorite charitable or-

ganization.  

To shop at AmazonSmile simply go to https://smile.amazon.com/. You use the same account on Amazon.com and AmazonSmile. 

Your shopping cart, Wish List, and other account settings are also the same.  

On your first visit to https://smile.amazon.com/, select Greece Historical Society or any other organization listed to receive dona-

tions from eligible purchases before you begin shopping.  

We hope you will support the Greece Historical Society when you use AmazonSmile in the future.  

https://smile.amazon.com/
https://smile.amazon.com/
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GREECE  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY & MUSEUM                Membership Application 

 
    (Please print)                    DATE:___________________________ 

NAME:____________________________________________________________________________PHONE:(_____)___________________________                                          

                       (Last)                             (First)                (M.I.)                             (Spouse, if applicable) 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

ADDRESS: __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

                                               (Street)                                                                                            (City/Town)                                    (State)                 (Zip Code + 4)                                                                                   

E-MAIL ADDRESS: _____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

                   

 

                                                                                            

                                                                                                   

 

 

CONTACT US  

GHS Office: 585-225-7221  

Office Email: 
greecehistoricalsociety@yahoo.com                                       

Website: www.greecehistoricalsociety.org 

Greece Historical Society  
Greece Museum 

595 Long Pond Road 
P.O. Box 16249 

Rochester NY 14616-0249 

Non-Profit Org. 

U.S. POSTAGE PAID 

Rochester NY 

Permit #1188 

____New Application     

____Renewal       

____Upgrade 

____Donation 

____Memorial Donation 

 My donation is in 
memory of  

__________________ 

__________________ 

Electronic Service Requested 

Your tax deductible membership in the Greece Historical      
Society is available at several levels. To join, renew, upgrade your 
membership or to donate a gift, fill out and mail the form below or 
bring it to our next program meeting. To pay via PayPal, visit our 
website at www.greecehistoricalsociety.org 

Only your donations and memberships keep our                

Museum open. Thank you for your support. 

Memberships are tax deductible. 

Please pay online via PayPal or 

make check payable and mail to:   

 Greece Historical Society         

P.O. Box 16249                                 

Rochester NY 14616-0249 

You will receive your membership 

card and receipt by mail. 

Membership Classifications Annual Rate Select 

Senior (62+, Each) Student         $15.00 ______ 

Individual Adult $20.00 ______ 

Senior (62+) Couple $30.00 ______ 

Family $35.00 ______ 

Business, Professional $50.00 ______ 

Benefactor (Each) $100.00 ______ 

Senior Life (62+, Each) $350.00 ______ 

Life (Each) $500.00 ______ 

Donation   ______ 


