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Tuesday, November 13th, 2018  Greece Public Library, 7:00 p.m.  

Why History is Essential 

by Devin Lander, New York State Historian 

 

As historians and lovers of history, we all should be able to clearly articulate 
the value of history to society at large. But, do we? This talk will attempt to 
begin a conversation about why history is essential, not only as a field of    
practice, but as a way of thinking about who we are, where we are, and 
where we are going. 

 

Devin Lander is New York’s 16th State Historian.                           
Previous to being named State Historian, he was the                 

Executive Director of the Museum Association of New        
York (MANY) and worked as Deputy Legislative and                   

Policy Director for the Chair of the New York State                   
Assembly’s Tourism, Arts, Parks and Sports Development    

and Governmental Operations Committees.  

Saturday, Nov 17th, 2018         Greece Museum, 10 a.m.—4 p.m. 
 

Holiday Craft & Collectibles Show  

 

Join us for our Holiday Craft &      
Collectibles Show at the GHS        

November17
th

from 10am-4pm.              
Our local crafters are so talented,  
we will have many beautiful items 

here for you to see. 

Our Museum Shop will be open, too, 
and you can still find some estate  

jewelry available for  $1 each.       
This is  a perfect opportunity to avoid 

the chaos at the Mall and find a 
unique gift for your family and 

friends.  
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"President's Message"    

Another busy month for the Greece Historical Society:  Alan Mueller set up an Erie Canal display 
in the Library; I volunteered at the Association of Public Historians of New York conference; sev-
eral of us attended an Archives Day event at the RMSC.  We held a dedication ceremony for a 
new historic marker honoring suffragist Jean Brooks Greenleaf at the former site of her summer 
home; and held another, well attended, Tuesday evening program and a very successful Pasta 
Dinner fundraiser. 

During our Executive Committee and board meetings, we reviewed our budget for 2019 and 
selected candidates to fill positions on the board. For the third year in a row we were visited by 
the Athena History Club, a group of young students interested in history of their community. As 
of this writing we are planning a volunteer reception/luncheon for October 29th. As a special 
surprise we were recently informed that we will be receiving a $500.00 gift from Canandaigua 
National Bank & Trust.  

We are looking forward to celebrating our 50th anniversary in 2019.  In 1969, seeing the value of a town historical 
society and with encouragement of the Town Supervisor and County Manager, Town Historian, Virginia Tomkie-
wicz, organized the Historical Society of Greece.  Most of the original members are no longer with us but their       
legacy continues at the Greece Historical Society and Museum. If you would like to join us and help plan our anni-
versary, a 50th Anniversary committee meeting will be held Wednesday, November 7th at 2:00 p.m. at 595 Long 
Pond Road.   

Bill Sauers, President 

We greatly value and appreciate                    

your donations*.                                                                                                                         
*Tax deductible per Section 501(c)(3) of the                                         

Internal Revenue Code 

“GHS Events and Programs” 
  

Museum and Museum Shop hours:                                                   

Sundays 1:30 - 4:00 p.m.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

and during office hours Mondays 10 a.m.- Noon 

Tuesday, Nov 13th, Why History is Essential by Devin R. Lander, 

New York State Historian. ** 

Saturday, Nov 17th, 10:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. Craft Sale at GHS 

Tuesday, Jan 8th 2019: A History of the Hamburger: American 
Fast Food by Don Hall ** 

Tuesday, Feb 12th, 2019: Frederick and Anna Douglass ...: 

Their Home Was Open to All by Rose O'Keefe ** 

Tuesday, Mar12th, 2019: An Equal Right to Act: Remembering 
the Rochester Woman's Rights Convention of 1848 with Ira 
Srole ** 

*Sunday programs are at the Greece Museum, 2:00 p.m. 

**Tuesday programs are at the Greece Public Library, 7:00 p.m. 

 

Please join us for any or all of these events. We are here for 

you, finding items of historical interest we think you might en-

joy. If you’ve been curious about something in Greece’s past, or 

have thoughts or ideas for stories of interest, please let us 

know. We might be curious, too! 

This newsletter is published monthly by the editor for the               

Greece Historical Society  and Museum..                                                             

~ Cyndie Shevlin, Editor 
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“Museum Shop”    

    

Our Museum Shop will be open during our 

Holiday Craft & Collectibles Show at the     

Museum on November17
th

from 10am-4pm. 

Stop by and see all that we have for you.    

We look forward to your visit.  

As always, we are also open Sundays 1:30-
4:00pm.                                                                            

Wendy Peeck,  Museum Shop Coordinator                

Museum Shop hours:  Sun 1:30-4:00  ~  Mon-Tue  9:30-12 

Please Support Our Advertisers                                       

Who Support Us! 

In Memory 

We mourn the death of Eugene White, who left us on September 14th at the 

age of 94.  Husband of volunteer Viola White, he and Vi had been married 

for 69 years. Vi served the Society for many years as President, museum do-

cent, chairperson of the Museum Curatorial Committee, and as a member of 

the Shorewood Garden Club team who cared for our gardens.  Gene often 

pitched in to help her when needed.  Gene was one of our featured WW II 

veterans in the Our Town in World War II exhibit.  It was a pleasure to know 

him.  Our sympathies to Vi and her family.   

roctheday.org 

"ROC the Day" is a 24-hour, online event that gives people in 

our community an opportunity to support not-for-profit organi-

zations (including the Greece Historical Society) doing great 

work in the nine-county Greater Rochester area. 

  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001GjgwQ-TMjpWwarIaYlgbft8SitBN6zg8zuqJTJC-GWlEV53h-tRXPNGpb4F2vBXtr3S9xM4cc8tvD-uKo0t4tPyb9K1fn0Ar0aegF7Jl8z55KZz3ijYrOCBR8varzap7Ft74ZVTS_UJuad1TR7OfPw==&c=22KYmfyAigJk2hHmLIKfW1-KASTkEx4bdMocJJb1CMSoAPM1nRMAWQ==&ch=koS9VoFsg54Me
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Greece History 
 

Greenleaf Flying Club 

Guess Where ? 

The Greenleaf Flying Club owned a small private airfield in Greece. It closed 

sometime in the 1970s and is now a tract of homes. The first person to guess   

exactly where it was will win a Greece coffee mug.  Call 585-225-7221 or email 

greecehistoricalsociety@yahoo.com. 

 

The answer to last month's question about the location of the Greenleaf Flying 
Club was correctly answered by Gene Preston.  The Club was located on Kuhn 
Road northwest of St. Mark's Church.  This aerial photo was taken in 1970 clearly 
shows their field and several airplanes.  

Not much is known about this private club including why it 
was called Greenleaf, although we do know that a 17 year old 
tried to steal a plane in 1964, there was a tragic accident in 
1969 that killed two pilots and in 1974 or 1975, a student pilot 
from the field got in a little trouble with the Greece Police 
when he did some low flying over his high school, Greece Ar-
cadia.  Sometime in the early 1980s the owner of the land got 
an offer he couldn't refuse, so he sold the land, most of the 
members moved to Ledgedale Airpark near Brockport and 
Sweet Acres Drive was built.   

If you have any more information or stories about the club or 
its grass landing field, let us know, Email us at greecehistori-
cal@yahoo.com or call Bill at 225-3760. 

Photo supplied by Gene Preston. That's Gene with 
the large white dry chemical fire extinguisher in the 
left portion of the picture. 

mailto:greecehistoricalsociety@yahoo.com
mailto:greecehistorical@yahoo.com
mailto:greecehistorical@yahoo.com
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“Tours and Education”    

  

TOURS: 

On October 10th the Greece Athena History Club walked from their 
school on Long Pond Rd. to the Museum.  This is a dedicated group of 
6th, 7th, 8th & 9th grade students who belong to the club voluntarily. 
This year they arrived with 24 students plus 2 teachers, the largest group 
they have ever had.   

They are so enthusiastic to learn about the history of our house, museum 
and our Town of Greece.  We especially concentrated on the change 
from attending school in a One Room School House to individual class-
rooms that developed later.  I let them see some of the early readers such 
as Dick & Jane, showed them some cursive writing booklets and some 
early Math problems.  Our pull-down map in the new classroom was a 
big hit.  The Wheel of Change is always interesting to the students seeing 
as they all spend some time at the Mall. 

After the tour we had time to look at some items in a case in the dining 
room.  It was such fun to have them guess what they are.  Most did not 
know what the ashtray, carbon paper and film canister were. 

This has become an annual event, one that I look forward to every year.   

 

EDUCATION: 

We continue to update our new School Days Exhibit.  Our next school to 
be featured will be Longridge Elementary School.  If anyone has any memorabilia that they would be willing to share, 
please contact the GHS at 225-7221.   

 

Kathie Firkins,  Education Coordinator   

Rochester Archives Fair 

 

 

 

On October 2nd, several members of the Greece   

Historical Society attended the Rochester Archives 

Fair held at the Rochester Museum and Science    

Center. More than a dozen area institutions hosted 

exhibit tables highlighting their unique collections 

and had staff on hand to discuss the archival treas-

ures they preserve. Whether you are interested in  

history, genealogy, primary sources, or enjoy learn-

ing, this event introduced attendees to our area’s  

special collections, archives, libraries, and historians. 

Lisa Dossenbach 
Kleman, Dick Halsey 

and Bill Sauers  

Alan Mueller 
observes an 
exhibit table 
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Alan Mueller's Erie Canal Exhibit at the Greece Public Library.  

Museum Happenings 

 

Jean Brooks Greenleaf                         

Historic Marker 

 

 

                       

On October 8th, the Greece Historical Society dedicated our town's newest historic marker designating the summer 

home of Jean Brooks Greenleaf, a leader in the New York State Suffrage movement. The Greenleaf Farm was located 

on what is today Lakeshore Country Club. 

We were joined by Senator Joe Robach, Deborah Hughes, President/CEO of the Susan B. Anthony House and many 

of our members and friends.  

This historic marker was funded by a grant from the William G. Pomeroy Foundation which has funded over 540 of 

these signs throughout New York State.  

The grant was secured by GHS volunteer Maureen Whalen who came to greatly admire 

Jean Brooks Greenleaf when she curated last year’s museum exhibit “Winning the Vote: The 

Women of Greece Involved in the Suffrage Movement.”  You can read more about Jean 

Brooks Greenleaf and other women from Greece involved in the suffrage movement in a 

booklet published in conjunction with the exhibit, also entitled “Winning the Vote.”  It is 

available for sale in the Museum gift shop. 

We would like to especially thank Dawn & Chuck Hart of Lakeshore Country Club for allow-

ing us the use of their land and C. P. Ward for installing the pole.  

    

Photos by Gina Dibella 

Thank you to all our friends and neighbors who came            

to our pasta dinner fundraiser on October 14th.                    

We truly appreciate your support and hope                            

you had a good dinner and a good time. 
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        “Welcome Life Members”    

  

We welcome new Life Members Dr. John and Ann 
Woods.  John  was very helpful in adding to our WW II 
exhibit with his photo display of his days as an Airman in 
Guam during World War II and served as a docent.  Ann 
helped in the Museum Gift Shop.  In addition to their gift 
of time, they have been generous contributors to the 
Society.  We appreciate their support and their interest.  

Several members have upgraded their level of member-

ship or added a donation when renewing their member-

ship.  Thank you all.   

If you would like to upgrade your membership to show 

your support for the Greece Historical Society, please use 

the form on the back cover of this newsletter or contact 

us via our website, email, telephone or Facebook. All of 

our contact information is also on the back cover of this 

newsletter. 

Thank you to all our current life members: 

Lorraine Beane 

Beverly Bell 

Robert Bleier 

Nicholas Borrelli 

Delores DeConinck 

Betty Fetter 

Mary Graupman 

Susan Hodge 

Gordon Howe, II 

Lorna Logan 

Fred and Phyllis Merredith 

Joanne Mitchell 

Donald Newcomb 

Francis Russo 

Gretchen Russo 

Wallace Rust 

Mary Lee Strauss 

Beverly Tulloch 

Deborah Whitt 

H. Scott Wiley 

Dr. John and Ann Woods 

Share Your Stories and Memories   

We love to read stories and memories by YOU, the     

average Greece resident. Each of you has a story to tell. 

You (or your group) can submit personal stories or  

memories of growing up in the Town of Greece. Email 

your story to: greecehistoricalsociety@yahoo.com   

along with a photo and brief bio. Your story should be 

no more than 500 words. Don’t worry if you're not an   

English scholar — we will edit as needed for continuity, 

grammar, punctuation, etc.  Send us your thoughts! 

 

On October 2nd, Bill Sauers             

assisted with registration at the   

State Conference for the Association 

of Public Historians of New York.                   

The state-wide conference was held 

at the Henrietta Double Tree Inn. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On October 9
th

, Richard Reisem introduced more than 

75 of our members and friends, to his new book "Buried 

Treasures in Mount Hope Cemetery."  Mt Hope Ceme-

tery is the oldest municipal owned, Victorian cemetery 

in the country.                                                                                                              

 Address Labels on Mailed Corinthian 

Many of you have asked about the date on the mailing 
address labels.  The labels, which we have been using 
for over a year, is a relatively new system developed by 
the US Post Office for organizations like ours. We send 
them a spread sheet of names and addresses and they 
reply with formatted addresses, bar codes and the date 
the labels were created. This system has nearly halved 
the cost of mailing our newsletter.  

The date printed on your address label is NOT your re-
newal date. Our membership year for ALL members is 
May 1st through April 29th. 

mailto:greecehistoricalsociety@yahoo.com
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GREECE  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY & MUSEUM                Membership Application 

 
    (Please print)                    DATE:___________________________ 

NAME:____________________________________________________________________________PHONE:(_____)___________________________                                          

                       (Last)                             (First)                (M.I.)                             (Spouse, if applicable) 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

ADDRESS: __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

                                               (Street)                                                                                            (City/Town)                                    (State)                 (Zip Code + 4)                                                                                   

E-MAIL ADDRESS: _____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

                   

 

                                                                                            

                                                                                                   

 

 

CONTACT US  

GHS Office: 585-225-7221  

Office Email: 
greecehistoricalsociety@yahoo.com                                       

Website: www.greecehistoricalsociety.org 

Greece Historical Society  
Greece Museum 

595 Long Pond Road 
P.O. Box 16249 

Rochester NY 14616-0249 

Non-Profit Org. 

U.S. POSTAGE PAID 

Rochester NY 

Permit #1188 

____New Application     

____Renewal       

____Upgrade 

____Donation 

____Memorial Donation 

 My donation is in 
memory of  

__________________ 

__________________ 

Electronic Service Requested 

Your tax deductible membership in the Greece Historical      
Society is available at several levels. To join, renew, upgrade your 
membership or to donate a gift, fill out and mail the form below or 
bring it to our next program meeting. To pay via PayPal, visit our 
website at www.greecehistoricalsociety.org 

Only your donations and memberships keep our                

Museum open. Thank you for your support. 

Memberships are tax deductible. 

Please pay online via PayPal or 

make check payable and mail to:   

 Greece Historical Society         

P.O. Box 16249                                 

Rochester NY 14616-0249 

You will receive your membership 

card and receipt by mail. 

Membership Classifications Annual Rate Select 

Senior (62+, Each) Student         $15.00 ______ 

Individual Adult $20.00 ______ 

Senior (62+) Couple $30.00 ______ 

Family $35.00 ______ 

Business, Professional $50.00 ______ 

Benefactor (Each) $100.00 ______ 

Senior Life (62+, Each) $350.00 ______ 

Life (Each) $500.00 ______ 

Donation   ______ 


