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GHS to Unveil Historic Marker Honoring
Jean Brooks Greenleaf
The Greece Historical Society is pleased to announce that it
was awarded a grant from the William G. Pomeroy Foundation to install an historic marker at the site of the summer
home of nationally recognized woman’s suffrage activist
Jean Brooks Greenleaf. The Greenleaf home and farmland
was located where Lake Shore Country Club is today. The
golf club’s owners, Chuck and Dawn Hart graciously granted
permission to have the marker installed on their property.
The unveiling ceremony will be on Monday, October 8th at
10 a.m. All are welcome to attend. (Use the northern most

driveway of the golf course)

The grant was secured by GHS volunteer Maureen Whalen who came to greatly
admire Jean Brooks Greenleaf when she curated last year’s museum exhibit
“Winning the Vote: The Women of Greece Involved in the Suffrage Movement.”
Read more about Jean Greenleaf on page 4.

Tuesday, Oct 9th, 2018

Greece Public Library, 7:00 p.m.

Buried Treasures in Mount Hope Cemetery
Richard Reisem will discuss his new book "Buried Treasures in
Mount Hope Cemetery," a 230-page field guide to historic
Mount Hope Cemetery, including photographs from two outstanding photographers, Don Hall and Ron Richardson. Selecting from more than 650 biographical sketches in the book, he
will introduce us to some of the permanent residents who lived
in times ranging from the Revolutionary War to 2017. The
range and diversity of the people whose stories are told provide
a fascinating tableau of Rochester history.
The retail price of the book is $35, but on this occasion, Richard
will sell it for $25, including tax. Cash or personal checks are
welcome.

"President's Message"
Although we still have two more months before this year ends, we are already planning for
next year. A budget has been created and will be approved at our November Board meeting.
We have some exciting and informative Tuesday programs planned for 2019 and we will be
planning events to celebrate the 50th Anniversary of the Greece Historical Society. This past
month we proposed a slate of candidates to continue serving on the board of trustees for the
next three years. Our board of trustees is a friendly group of people who like share opinions and
make decisions to benefit the GHS. If you desire to serve on the board or know someone who
would like to contribute their time and talents as a board member, feel free to contact us BEFORE October 4th at 585-225-7221 or email greecehistoricalsociety@yahoo.com.
On October 8th, we will be unveiling a new historic marker designation for the summer home of Jean Brooks Greenleaf. We'll have our regular Tuesday evening program on October 9th and don't forget our pasta dinner fundraiser
on Sunday, October 14th. As a member-supported non-profit organization, our pasta dinners are a major source of
income to help maintain our museum building, conserve our archives, and offer our educational programs.
We always need volunteers: be a docent once a month, help with sales in our museum shop, or assist with our
general office work on Monday mornings. Give us a call at 225-7221. We’d love to hear from you!

Bill Sauers, President

Quote of the Month
"“We shall not cease from exploration and the end
of all exploring will be to arrive where we started
and know the place for the first time."
~T.S. Eliot

“GHS Events and Programs”
Museum and Museum Shop hours:
Sundays 1:30 - 4:00 p.m.
and during office hours Mondays 10 a.m.- Noon
Monday Oct 8th,10:00 a.m. Historic Marker Unveiling at Lake
Shore Country Club
Tuesday, Oct 9th, Buried Treasures at Mt Hope Cemetery by
Richard Reisem **

This newsletter is published monthly by the editor for the
Greece Historical Society and Museum..
~ Cyndie Shevlin, Editor

Sunday, Oct 14th, Pasta Dinner Fundraiser, 5:00-7:00 p.m., at
Barnard Restaurant & Party House (Barnard Exempts)
Tuesday, Nov 13th, Why History is Essential by Devin R. Lander,
New York State Historian. **
Saturday, Nov 17th, 10:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. Craft Sale at GHS
*Sunday programs are at the Greece Museum, 2:00 p.m.
**Tuesday programs are at the Greece Public Library, 7:00 p.m.
Please join us for any or all of these events. We are here for
you, finding items of historical interest we think you might enjoy. If you’ve been curious about something in Greece’s past, or
have thoughts or ideas for stories of interest, please let us
know. We might be curious, too!
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We greatly value and appreciate
your donations*.
*Tax deductible per Section 501(c)(3) of the
Internal Revenue Code

“Museum Shop”
The holiday season is just around the corner.
We will be having our 3rd Holiday Craft &
Collectibles Show at the Museum again this
year. Our Shop will be open and local crafters
and authors will fill our rooms here. This will
be your last opportunity to purchase the estate jewelry available in the Shop for $1 each.
This is a perfect opportunity to avoid the chaos at the Mall and find a unique gift for your family and
friends. Join us November 17th 10am to 4pm.
We look forward to your visit Sundays during Museum hours.

Wendy Peeck, Museum Shop Coordinator
Museum Shop hours: Sun 1:30-4:00 ~ Mon-Tue 9:30-12

Guess Where ?
The Greenleaf Flying Club owned
a small private airfield in Greece. It
closed sometime in the 1970s and
is now a subdivision of homes. The
first person to guess exactly where
it was will win a Greece coffee
mug. Call 585-225-7221 or email
greecehistoricalsociety@yahoo.com.

Please Support Our Advertisers
Who Support Us!

From the Archives
This 1962 photo shows a Greece YMCA sponsored teenage square
dance club, the Circle Eights, dancing at the old Greece Town Hall on
W. Ridge Rd. YMCA activities would later move for a short time to the
basement of Ridgecrest Shopping Center until their own building
opened on Long Pond Road in 1964.
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Greece History
Suffragist Jean Brooks Greenleaf
(continued from page 1)
Jean Brooks Greenleaf was born on October 1st, 1831 in Bernardston, Massachusetts. She married Halbert S. Greenleaf, lock manufacturer (Yale and Greenleaf and later Sargent and Greenleaf) in 1862. The Greenleafs lived at 64 North
Goodman Street, but spent their summers on their farm in Greece, what is today
Lakeshore Country Club. At that time the street was called Fleming Road; today
it is Greenleaf Road. From 1890-1896 Jean was the president of the New York
State Woman Suffrage Association. During her administration, New York became the best suffrage organized state in the United States. While president,
Jean traveled all over the state speaking to women and helping them organize.
No group was too small. Thirteen women from Greece and Charlotte met at her
summer home on September 15th, 1892 and formed the Charlotte Political
Equality Club.
Woman Suffrage was the burning question of the NYS Constitutional Convention of 1894. The Constitutional Amendment Campaign, chaired by Jean Brooks
Greenleaf, worked tirelessly for months to present their cause to the delegates. At that time, the Buffalo Express newspaper wrote: “From January 1 to May 1, Mrs. Greenleaf with her corps of assistants worked from morning until night
at the headquarters established at the home of [the Misses Anthony] in Rochester. As soon as the Constitution Convention convened, [Mrs. Greenleaf] moved to Albany where all through the heat of the summer the heart-wearing
war was carried on. Nothing was left undone that could have been done…”
She often shared the stage whether at state and local conventions, before congressional committees, or at the NYS
constitutional convention with Susan B. Anthony. She was not only a suffrage colleague of the Anthony sisters, but a
close friend as well.
Jean Brooks Greenleaf lived long enough to see women attain full suffrage in New York State on November 6th,
1917 but did not live long enough to see the federal amendment passed. She died March 2nd, 1918 at the age of
86.
Previously the Greece Historical Society won a grant from the Pomeroy Foundation for a marker commemorating the
Paddy Hill School. Since 2006, the William G. Pomeroy Foundation has funded over 540 historic markers in 51 New
York counties, encouraging communities to celebrate their local history.

Treasures from the Attic
Over the years many pieces of clothing have been donated to the museum. Because many of these treasures have
not been part of exhibits, members really don’t know what treasures are in the attic. This past Spring, we started a
project to catalog and sort the clothing and each month or two display one of these treasures. Starting in June we
displayed a beautiful wedding gown from 1968. With the July 4th holiday, a red, white and blue child’s dress from
the 1950s era was shown. In August, a beautiful ladies lawn-tea dress, circa early 1900s graced the living room. Currently a ladies gym/bathing suit from the 1900-1905 era can be seen; just imagine today’s gymnastic champions performing in pantaloons and long sleeves!
We invite you to stop in and see these wonderful treasures. Information about who wore the piece or who donated
it will also be shared based on the records we have.
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Museum Activity
“Tours and Education”
Education: Our newest exhibit “School Days” has been open since June. It reflects the timeframe 1945-1955, showing the changes that took place after students stopped attending one room school houses. Individual desks, a pulldown map, a globe, a dictionary and Dick & Jane readers are some of the items donated by several people. We will
be featuring the history of each of the Greece schools with Barnard Elementary school being the first. Be sure to stop
in to visit the exhibit soon.
Tours: The Greece Athena History Club, coming for a tour on September 26th, is the first school tour group of the new
school year. This is an annual event for them, a group of enthusiastic students eager to learn the history of Greece.
As always, we are looking for more volunteers in many different capacities. Contact the Greece Historical Society at
225-7221 to share your talents.

Kathie Firkins, Education Coordinator

On Tuesday, September 11, Randy
Gorman, news director of WXXI,
talked about WXXI and journalism
in general answering many questions from the audience.

Maureen Whalen told interesting
stories of many of the residents of
Holy Sepulchre Cemetery on Sunday,
September 9th.

In anticipation of the 200th anniversary of Our
Mother of Sorrows, GHS volunteers, Joe Vitello and
Judith Chefel have been researching and cataloging available information about the parish.
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Museum Happenings
“Life Members”
Welcome new life members!
Greece Historical Society welcomes Wallace Rust and Robert (Bob) Bleier as our newest Life Members .
Their interest in our mission and their financial support is greatly appreciated.
Wally is a very active volunteer and Bob was featured in our Hometown Sports exhibit. He played quarterback for the New England Patriots and is a former Greece student.
If you would like to upgrade your membership to show your support for the Greece Historical Society,
please use the form on the back cover of this newsletter or contact us via our website, email, telephone or
Facebook. All of our contact information is also on the back cover of this newsletter.
Thank you to all our current life members:
Lorraine Beane
Beverly Bell
Robert Bleier
Nicholas Borrelli
Delores DeConinck
Betty Fetter
Mary Graupman
Susan Hodge
Gordon Howe, II
Lorna Logan
Fred Meredith
Donald Newcomb
Francis Russo
Gretchen Russo
Wallace Rust
Mary Lee Strauss
Beverly Tulloch
Deborah Whitt
H. Scott Wiley

Share Your Stories and Memories
We continue a new series of stories and memories by YOU, the average Greece resident. Every one of you has a story
to tell. Our readers can submit their personal stories or memories of growing up in the Town of Greece. Email your
story to: greecehistoricalsociety@yahoo.com along with a photo and brief bio of yourself. Your story should be no
more than 500 words. Don’t worry if you're not an English scholar— we will edit as needed for continuity, grammar,
punctuation, etc.
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CONTACT US
GHS Office: 585-225-7221
Office Email:
greecehistoricalsociety@yahoo.com
Website: www.greecehistoricalsociety.org

Your tax deductible membership in the Greece Historical
Society is available at several levels. To join, renew, upgrade your
membership or to donate a gift, fill out and mail the form below or
bring it to our next program meeting. To pay via PayPal, visit our
website at www.greecehistoricalsociety.org

Only your donations and memberships keep our
Museum open. Thank you for your support.

GREECE HISTORICAL SOCIETY & MUSEUM

Membership Application

(Please print)

DATE:___________________________

NAME:____________________________________________________________________________ PHONE:(_____)___________________________
(Last)

(First)

(M.I.)

(Spouse, if applicable)

ADDRESS: __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
(Street)

(City/Town)

(State)

(Zip Code + 4)

E-MAIL ADDRESS: _____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Membership Classifications
Senior (62+, Each) Student

Annual Rate

Select

$15.00
$20.00

______
______

$30.00
$35.00

______
______

$50.00

______

Benefactor (Each)

$100.00

______

Senior Life (62+, Each)

$350.00
$500.00

______
______
______

Individual Adult
Senior (62+) Couple
Family
Business, Professional

Life (Each)
Donation

____New Application
____Renewal
____Upgrade
____Donation
____Memorial Donation
My donation is in
memory of

__________________
__________________
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Memberships are tax deductible.
Please pay online via PayPal or
make check payable and mail to:
Greece Historical Society
P.O. Box 16249
Rochester NY 14616-0249
You will receive your membership
card and receipt by mail.

