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Genesee Valley Treasure Seekers
The Genesee Valley Treasure Seekers Metal Detecting club
will present a program on their club, focusing on what
they do and the many fascinating items they have found.
From coins dating to the 1780's, French musket balls, Boy
Scout artifacts and even wedding rings. They will be
bringing all sorts of finds too numerous to list. Their web
site is http://www.gvts.org/

Tuesday, March13th, 2018

Greece Public Library 7:00 p.m.

Rochester's Public Market
by Jim Farr, Director of the Market for the City of Rochester

The City of Rochester Public Market has served
the community at its 280 North Union Street
site since 1905. Jim Farr, Director of the Market
for the City of Rochester, will take you on a
whirlwind tour of the past, present and future
of this Rochester institution.

Jim has worked for the City of Rochester, Department of Parks and Recreation
for the past 40 plus years. Currently Jim is the Assistant Director of Recreation.
He also has responsibility for the City’s environmental and horticultural
education programs and parks stewardship as well as the oversight of the
Rochester Public Market.

"President's Message"
Winter is almost over, and spring is in the air (well almost). March is the time we prepare for
spring, we celebrate Irish heritage, enjoy fresh maple syrup, wait in line for our Lenten fish fries,
and watch the first spring flowers poke through the ground. We also hope there will be no more
snow, but we are usually disappointed. March can be very unpredictable; remember last year?
Here at GHS we did didn't let winter slow us down. In February we were visited by a homeschooled group, enjoyed learning about the history of magic with Wally Rust, and nearly 85
guests learned about the history of the Buffalo Soldiers. We had many visitors to our museum
after being closed in January. Lee, Ruth and Gretchen have been seriously evaluating some of
our old clothing and hats that are not needed in our collection or are too deteriorated to keep
and we have been rearranging some of our office files.
In the museum we are still working on updating the class room exhibit and have made some changes to our farming
and On the Home Front exhibits. Be sure to stop by and visit the "Winning the Vote - The Woman of Greece" and the
Underground Railroad exhibits before they are gone.
On February 13th, I presented a program to a Kodak retiree group and enlightened them on a few interesting facts
about how Greece and Kodak contributed to early aviation and last week three of us made reservations to attend
the Museum Association of New York Conference in April.
We still need a few more docents to help lead guests through the museum on Sunday afternoons. Usually our docents only volunteer one Sunday a month. Other volunteer opportunities are available. Give us a call or stop in some
Monday morning.
As always thank you to all our volunteers, members, and local merchants who support and appreciate the Greece
Historical Society's contribution to the community.

Bill Sauers, President
“Museum Events”

Quote of the Month

Museum and Museum Shop hours:
Sunday 1:30 - 4 p.m. (and during office hours)
GHS office hours: Mon-Tue 9:30 a.m.- Noon

The great thing about history is that
we keep making more of it"

Tuesday, March 13th, Greece Public Library 7:00 pm
Rochester's Public Market

Ziggy - Feb 7, 2018

Sunday, April 8th, Greece Museum 2:00 pm
History of the Erie Railroad in Rochester
Tuesday, April 10th, Greece Public Library 7:00 pm
George Eastman’s Healthcare Philanthropy
See notation on page 3

Sunday, April 15th, Barnard Exempts 5:00-7:00 pm
Pasta Dinner Fundraiser
Tuesday, May 8th, Greece Public Library 7:00 pm

Albert Stone Photo Collection

We greatly value and appreciate your donations*.
*Tax deductible per Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code
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“Museum Shop”
The Greece Historical Society has acquired a
large quantity of costume jewelry from an estate. We are selling all items for $1.00 each in
our Museum Shop, while supplies last!
Stop by the Greece Museum, on Sunday 1:30 4:00 and purchase your selection before they
are gone.

Wendy Peeck, Museum Shop Coordinator
Museum Shop hours:
Sun 1:30-4:00 ~ Mon-Tue 9:30-12

This newsletter is published monthly by the editor
for the Greece Historical Society and Museum.
Cyndie Shevlin, Editor

Hold That Check!!
We appreciate your eagerness to renew your membership. May 1st is the start of our
new membership year. It is a bit confusing when you see a date on the mailing label of
your newsletter, the Corinthian, (that's the date the label was created by the Post Office) and you may be tempted to send your dues to us now.
We will be sending you a letter in April to tell you about the happenings at Greece Historical Society in the new membership year and ask you to fill out the membership renewal form at that time. We will include a return envelope for your convenience and a
list of the programs and events we have scheduled at the Greece Public Library and at the
Greece Museum.
Some of you have jumped the gun and sent your dues to us and may not have realized you
paid twice for the 2017-2018 year. If you have sent your membership early, we
recorded
your payment and sent you a membership card showing you are a paid member through
April 30, 2019. Thank you for your generous support, which makes many things possible here
at the Greece Historical Society.

Lee Strauss

Program Change
Due to unforeseen circumstances our Tuesday April 10th program about WXXI with Norm Silverstein has been rescheduled for September 11th. Replacing Mr. Silverstein will be a program on "George Eastman’s Healthcare Philanthropy" with Kathy Connor, Curator of the George Eastman Legacy Collection at the George Eastman Museum.
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GHS History
This 1989 photo shows the Town of Greece constructing the driveway for the
newly moved home of the Greece Historical Society and Town Historian.
As the first building on the newly purchased land for the future Greece Town
Campus, a temporary driveway and parking area was needed. At the time,
concept plans called for an entrance to the campus to be directly across from
Squire Dale Lane and another off Latta Road, with a perimeter roadway
around a center complex of Town buildings. Parking for the museum would
be on the west or back side of our building off that perimeter roadway. A
later concept also called for the campus drive to be opposite Squire Dale Lane
with our parking area to remain but the driveway eliminated.
As the campus developed and plans changed from concept to reality our “temporary” driveway and parking
remained. With no access from the rest of the campus, the Town, in 2012, enlarged the parking area to
accommodate our visitors.

Pasta Dinner, April 15th, 2018
Our next Pasta Dinner fundraiser is Sunday, April 15th from 5-7 pm. at the
Barnard Restaurant and Party House (Barnard Exempts). Please help us with
this major fundraiser by ordering your tickets now and your tickets will be
waiting for you at the dinner (see order form on page 7). Although walk-ins
are welcome, we appreciate pre-orders, as we need to guarantee a minimum
number to reserve the facility.

Every ticket ordered before April 5 will be eligible for a drawing
to win a Historic Greece, N.Y. 36” x 48” coverlet.

Please Support Our Advertisers
Who Support Us!
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Museum Happenings
Faye Cole demonstrating a candle stick phone to a group of
home schooled students on February 9th. These students, along
with other Greece and City students and scout groups are
among the nearly 500 children who visit our museum every year.

On Sunday, February 11th, Wally Rust entertained us
with his story of the history of magic and supplemented
the program with a few tricks of his own.

Buffalo Soldiers presentation during Black History Month
It was another full house on Tuesday, February 13th, as the we welcomed
the Buffalo Soldiers Presentation Team at the Greece Public Library. Nearly
85 guests learned the history of the African-American soldiers who served in
the U.S. Army between 1866 and 1948.
The team came dressed in full uniform and brought along some of their
equipment. Attendees also learned the stories of Kathy Williams, the first
African-American woman to serve in the U.S. military in the 19th century
and Lieutenant Henry O. Flipper, the first African-American to graduate
from West Point.

The February 13 program also included first-hand stories from 95-year-old
Charles Price, who served with the Tuskegee Airmen during World War II and
later went on to become Rochester's first African-American police officer.

What Is It?
We have found another unusual kitchen item.
This time we know exactly what it is but have blocked out the name of the
product on the box to make this game a bit more fun.
The first person to call us (225-7221) with the correct description
of this item will receive a Greece coffee mug.
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Our History... by Bill Sauers
Town’s First St. Patrick’s Day Celebration, in 1836
Legend holds that the ancient Greeks were the first to wish someone good health while raising a glass and drinking.
It is said that it was to prove that the drink was healthy (in other words, not poison). Somewhere along the line a Roman custom of dropping a piece of burnt toast into wine while following the Greek tradition of drinking to one’s
health gave way to the term that we know to this day as a toast. But it was the Irish that embellished the custom to a
point that today a Google search of Irish toasts will result in 500,000 hits.
One hundred and eighty two years ago the first St. Patrick‘s day celebration in the town of Greece was held. Along
with that celebration the custom the Greeks started centuries ago was brought to the town of Greece by the Irish. It
was at Mr. T Cleary’s tavern near Lake Ave and Latta Roads where the anniversary of Ireland’s patron saint was celebrated.
The Rochester Republican, one of the many papers of the day, reported that . . . “As many gentlemen as the room
could accommodate, sat down to an excellent dinner about seven o’clock. It might well be called the feast of reason, and flow of soul. Never have we before witnessed on similar occasions such an exhilarating scene. It would indeed be impossible to describe the flow of patriotism and the reciprocity of liberal and generous sentiment which
prevailed among persons, as they were composed of different creeds and countries.”
The report went on to quote the speeches and the toasts, no fewer than 13 regular toasts, and more than a dozen
spontaneous ones from as many guests. After so many toasts I am sure the newspaper was correct is reporting that
it was "impossible to describe the flow of patriotism and the reciprocity."
Judge Nicholas Read presided over the celebration, with a speech about his native country and his allegiance to his
new country. After toasts to God, St. Patrick, Ireland, the United States, and the President, they went on to toast the
merchants and farmers of Greece, the enterprising citizens of modern Greece, and the sons of St Patrick that live in
Greece.
Then the toasts with an Irish flair began: From G. Moore "May the oppressors of Ireland never enjoy the pleasure of
kissing the pretty girls of it." From Henry Benton, "God's last best gift to man. With them we have a paradise on earth,
without them man's life is but a blank. From John Moxon, "May the abilities of our Irish friends keep pace with their
hospitable intentions." From Thomas Gleason, "May the sun never rise on the throne of a tyrant, nor set on the cottage of a slave." And from Cpt Barnes, "May the sons of Erin who have met on this side of the Atlantic to commemorate the birth day of their Patron Saint, never suffer the oppression which grinds their brethren at home."
To some people, many of the toasts could be appropriate today: From James O'Maley, "May all religious discord
cease throughout the known world." From Patrick Beaty, "May the hand of friendship be ever extended to the exiles
who seek refuge on our shores." And from Mr. Blackwell "May the sordid and ambitions motives of any sect or party
never predominate in these Unites States, nor sully our republican institutions by a union of church and state."
The toasts and sentiments went on throughout the evening, and even though the drinks must have been flowing,
good-will prevailed.

This article is a condensed version of
a story that originally appeared in
the Greece Post on March 16, 2006.
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CONTACT US
GHS Office: 585-225-7221
Office Email:
greecehistoricalsociety@yahoo.com
Website: www.greecehistoricalsociety.org

Your tax deductible membership in the Greece Historical
Society is available at several levels. To join, renew, upgrade your
membership or to donate a gift, fill out and mail the form below or
bring it to our next program meeting. To pay via PayPal, visit our
website at www.greecehistoricalsociety.org

Only your donations and memberships keep our
Museum open. Thank you for your support.

GREECE HISTORICAL SOCIETY & MUSEUM

Membership Application

(Please print)

DATE:___________________________

NAME:____________________________________________________________________________ PHONE:(_____)___________________________
(Last)

(First)

(M.I.)

(Spouse, if applicable)

ADDRESS: __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
(Street)

(City/Town)

(State)

(Zip Code + 4)

E-MAIL ADDRESS: _____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Membership Classifications
Senior (62+, Each) Student

Annual Rate

Select

$15.00
$20.00

______
______

$30.00
$35.00

______
______

$50.00

______

Benefactor (Each)

$100.00

______

Senior Life (62+, Each)

$350.00
$500.00

______
______
______

Individual Adult
Senior (62+) Couple
Family
Business, Professional

Life (Each)
Donation

____New Application
____Renewal
____Upgrade
____Donation
____Memorial Donation
My donation is in
memory of

__________________
__________________
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Memberships are tax deductible.
Please pay online via PayPal or
make check payable and mail to:
Greece Historical Society
P.O. Box 16249
Rochester NY 14616-0249
You will receive your membership
card and receipt by mail.

