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Sunday, October 15th, 2017  Barnard Restaurant  5:00-7:00 pm 

Fall Pasta Dinner Fundraiser 

Join us for our next Pasta Dinner fundraiser. Each of our past two dinners was a 
success and enjoyed by well over 100 of our 
friends and neighbors. Although walk-ins are 
welcome, we need to guarantee a minimum 
number to reserve the Barnard Restaurant 
and Party House (Barnard Exempts).  Please 
help us with this major fundraiser by 
ordering your tickets now. (See order form 
on page 5).  Tickets may also be purchased 
at our museum during normal open hours or 
call 225-7221.   

Every ticket ordered or purchased before 
October 5th will be eligible for a drawing for a door prize. 
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Tuesday, October10th, 2017  Greece Public Library 7:00 pm 
 

Blanche Stuart Scott:  America’s First Aviatrix 

                                                                                                                             
Blanche Stuart Scott, who was born in Greece NY, 
was a pioneer in the automotive and aviation indus-
tries. In September 1910, only weeks after complet-
ing a cross-county drive through the United States, 
she became the first American woman to fly an air-
plane. Come “meet” this fascinating woman and 
hear in her own words about her flying adventures.      
Maureen Whalen will be interpreting Blanche in this 
program based on recordings of interviews with 
Blanche and excerpts from her unpublished autobi-
ography.  

 

Maureen Whalen 



2 

"President's Message"    

Our fall season started out with an outstanding Tuesday program with radio legend Jack 
Pavino. Jack, along with long time friend Tom Proietti, entertained over 100 of our friends and 
neighbors with lively banter about Jack's time in local broadcasting.  

On September 11th, Alan Mueller and I had the opportunity of spending a day with volunteers 
and professionals from several museums in Monroe County. Also in September, I met with per-
sonnel from "Humanities New York" to discuss grant opportunities. Our November speaker will 
be a humanities scholar we arranged through Humanities NY.  

The opening reception for our new exhibit "Winning the Vote" was held on Friday, September 
15th. 

To help keep our doors open and the heat on we have scheduled a Fall Pasta Dinner for Sunday, October 15
th

. 
Please join us; for ticket information see page 5. 

In November, we are planning a Saturday Craft Sale. Also during the month, we will host a New York State traveling 
exhibit about the Erie Canal during our Sunday hours. The exhibit is coordinated by the Rochester Regional Library 
Council, in cooperation with the Empire State Library Network, Digital Public Library of America and New York Herit-
age digital collections. 

I would like to personally thank all the volunteers who make our organization a success and all our members and 
patrons who realize the importance of keeping our community's history alive and relevant by supporting the Greece 
Historical Society.  

Bill Sauers, President 

We greatly value and appreciate your donations.                        
*Tax deductible per Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code 

“Museum Events” 

 Museum and Museum Shop hours:                                            

Sunday 1:30 - 4 p.m. (and during office hours)                                                                    

GHS office hours: Mon-Tue 9:30 a.m.- Noon                               

 

Tuesday, October 10th, Greece Public Library 7:00 pm    
Blanche Stuart Scott:  America’s First Aviatrix                            

portrayed by Maureen Whalen 

Sunday, October 15th, Barnard Exempts 5:00 - 7:00 pm        
Pasta Dinner Fundraiser 

Tuesday, November 14th, Greece Public Library 7:00 pm            
There Goes the Neighborhood"  The Rochester Racial                 

Uprising of 1964 by Verdis LeVar Robinson 

Sundays in November  Greece Museum 2:00 pm                                                 
Traveling Erie Canal Exhibit, in cooperation with the       

Empire State Library Network, Digital Public Library of 
America and New York Heritage digital collections. 

Quote of the Month 

"History is not just something that happened long ago and 

far away. History happens to all of us all the time. Local    

history brings history home; it touches your life, the life of 

your family, your neighborhood, your community." 

--Thomas J. Noel, Denver author and historian  
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“Museum Shop”                                                                              

Stop in to see our newest exhibit, mark-
ing the 100th anniversary of women win-
ning the vote in New York. The exhibit 
focuses on the Greece women who sup-
ported the campaign to win women the 
right to vote in New York State.  
A new book written in conjunction with 
the exhibit by Maureen Whalen and    
Marie Poinan profiles 14 women from 

Greece who were active in the suffrage movement.  
Through diligent research and detective work, the wom-
en’s contributions to history have been brought to light. 

This is quite a milestone for our community. Please stop in 
to see our new exhibit and purchase this historical book. 

We look forward to your visit 

Wendy Peeck,  Coordinator 

Museum Shop hours: Sun 1:30-4:00, Mon-Tue 9:30-12 

Seeking Trustee  

Are you a regular guest at our programs or passionate about our community and its history? Become a Greece His-
torical Society board of trustee member. Becoming a board member is more than just an opportunity to support one 
of the most active historical societies in the area; it's your opportunity to help preserve the history of our community. 
Our board trustees have the responsibility of directing the affairs of the society and ensuring that it is solvent and 
well run.  If you have an interest in becoming a board trustee or have questions, please call 585-225-7221 or email 
greecehistoricalsociety@yahoo.com. 

This newsletter is published monthly by the editor for the Greece Historical Society  and Museum.   Cyndie Shevlin, Editor 

On Tuesday, September12, Jack Palvino 
and Tom Proietti entertained over 100 
of our friends and neighbors with             
lively banter about Jack's time in local 
broadcasting. 

Maureen Whalen being       
interviewed by Spectrum 

News during the "Winning 
the Vote" opening reception. 

As a member of the Rochester 
Regional Library Council, the 

Greece Historical Society thanks 
our State Representatives for 

supporting libraries.  

mailto:greecehistoricalsociety@yahoo.com
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Please Support Our Advertisers Who Support Us! 

Our Volunteers 

 

Lakeview Garden Club  

  
The Lakeview Garden Club was recently featured in the Septem-
ber issue of "GreeceNewsNY.com" magazine. 

Since 1988 The Lakeview Garden Club has maintained one of 
the many gardens at the Greece Historical Society. They are re-
sponsible for the northeast quadrant of our property. In 2015 
the Club submitted a proposal to the 7th District Federated Gar-
den Clubs of NYS for a Civic Beautification Grant in the amount 
of $525 to help finance the revitalization of the Historical Society 
Garden. Divided into three stages of work, Lakeview Club mem-
bers and Greece Boy Scout Troop #18, led by scout leaders Kim 
and Norm Gunkel, completed the project this past spring. 

The Lakeview garden is mostly perennials and it serves as a “Memory Garden” for those Lakeview mem-
bers who have passed. The garden includes a Japanese maple, azaleas, astilbes, ferns, hostas, Macrophyl-
la Hydrangeas, Miss Kim Lilac, Fuchsia Meidland Roses, May Night Salvia, Autumn Joy Sedum and Weige-
la. Two purple Evision Clematises climb a white arbor and bloomed prolifically this spring. An old time fra-
grant Zephirine Drouhin Climbing Rose graces a trellis donated by a 50 year member. The paving stones 
for the path through the arbor were an economical “find” at the Town of Greece Transfer Station on 
Flynn Road. There is a concrete bench and a cast iron chair providing a place for one to sit, reflect, and 
enjoy the garden. 

A great big THANK YOU to the Lakeview Garden Club. 



5 



6 

Our History... by Alan Mueller 

A Tale of Two General Stores: “From Apples to Zithers” 
 
    Small general stores (as they were often called) were in the Charlotte area from the earliest days. 
 In the 1850s general merchandise businesses were established along Ridge Road West.  Henry C. Phelps built his 
store on the North Greece Road in about 1870. The area was then known as Jenkins Corner at Latta Rd. By1900 it 
had the name, North Greece, as it's known today.  Henry carried a varied lot of merchandise. Just about anything 
that would fit in the store and would sell found a place on the floor or a shelf.  He catered to the farmer and his     
family. It helped that the local U.S. Post Office was also in the building. The opening of the Manitou (seasonal) Trolley 
in the 1890s expanded the number of cottages along the lake and bays.  Several times a week Phelps would send 
out his horse and wagon filled with fresh vegetables, fruit and sundries. Going door to door, the “huckster” (an old 
term for a peddler) would often empty his wagon by the end of his route. After Mr. Phelps retired the store contin-
ued under several owners and name changes well into the 20

th
 century. The post office moved to its own quarters 

and other business enterprises took over the site until we arrive at the 21
st
 century. Except for the loss of the front 

porch and several horse hitching posts, the building remains much as it was built over145 years ago. An insurance 
office is now the proud caretaker. 
    Wagg’s Grocery and Provisions store could hardly be called a general store in the same sense as Henry Phelps busi-
ness. Gilbert (Burt) J. Wagg started in business in the early 1900s with several small grocery stores in Rochester. Since 
he was a natural salesman and “go-getter” (a favorite saying of the day), he decided to open yet another store on the 
north-western edge of the city.  Streets along Lake Avenue were developed because of the expansion of the Eastman 
Kodak Company, Kodak Park Works.  An ideal place for Burt's new store was on the east side of Lake Avenue near 
Kodak. The business grew, with departments added almost yearly. A bakery, a meat department, groceries and pro-
duce were sold there from the start. Furniture, china, yard goods, clothing, shoes, phonographs and records all     
became integrated into Wagg’s, especially after the business was moved nearby to a building with ample floor space 
about 1912.  The business eventually took a building on Lake Avenue as well as a number down Pullman Avenue.  
    One photo (1920) shows the business with a bus at the corner of Lake and Pullman. Most people referred to it as 
Wagg’s Corner. The mini-department store then employed 28 clerks and drivers to cover the departments and five 
delivery wagons. Burt is at the telephone in one of the photos and his sister Grace is at the adding machine to his 
right. Grace was as astute about the business as her brother. Burt passed on in 1944. Grace took over and ran it until 
it became clear newer and more modern stores had opened on West Ridge Road.  The business closed in 1964 and 
the building was torn down in 1988. Pullman Ave. is now re-routed and no longer exits on Lake Ave. All trace of  
Wagg's Corner has vanished.... 

See more photos, bottom of page 7 
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Do you remember (September issue)….. ? Here are the Answers!  

Some of the many buildings we have lost in the Town of Greece since the year 2000 ... 

Rainbow Garage, 

Elmgrove Rd 

999 Long Pond at Mill Rd 

St Charles Convent 

Bauman Barns, 3289 Latta Rd. 

RG&E Russell Station 

Island Cottage Hotel 

Our Lady of Mercy Rectory 

Bank at Mt Read Wegmans 

Maiden Lanes 

Bowling Hall 

Streb’s Steak House 

Odenbach’s, Dewey Ave 

**************************************************************************************************************** 

Grace seated at center table and Burt at 

right standing by the phone in Wagg’s. 

Wagg’s on Lake at Pullman. 

Wagg’s meat dept.. Wagg’s grocery dept. 
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GREECE  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY & MUSEUM                Membership Application 

 
    (Please print)                    DATE:___________________________ 

NAME:____________________________________________________________________________PHONE:(_____)___________________________                                          

                       (Last)                             (First)                (M.I.)                             (Spouse, if applicable) 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

ADDRESS: __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

                                               (Street)                                                                                            (City/Town)                                    (State)                 (Zip Code + 4)                                                                                   

E-MAIL ADDRESS: _____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

                   

 

                                                                                            

                                                                                                   

 

 

CONTACT US  

GHS Office: 585-225-7221  

Office Email: 
greecehistoricalsociety@yahoo.com                                       

Website: www.greecehistoricalsociety.org 

Greece Historical Society  
Greece Museum 

595 Long Pond Road 
P.O. Box 16249 

Rochester NY 14616-0249 

Non-Profit Org. 

U.S. POSTAGE PAID 

Rochester NY 

Permit #1188 

____New Application     

____Renewal       

____Upgrade 

____Donation 

____Memorial Donation 

 My donation is in 
memory of  

__________________ 

__________________ 

Electronic Service Requested 

Your tax deductible membership in the Greece Historical      
Society is available at several levels. To join, renew, upgrade your 
membership or to donate a gift, fill out and mail the form below or 
bring it to our next program meeting. To pay via PayPal, visit our 
website at www.greecehistoricalsociety.org 

Only your donations and memberships keep our                

Museum open. Thank you for your support. 

Memberships are tax deductible. 

Please pay online via PayPal or 

make check payable and mail to:   

 Greece Historical Society         

P.O. Box 16249                                 

Rochester NY 14616-0249 

You will receive your membership 

card and receipt by mail. 

Membership Classifications Annual Rate Select 

Senior (62+, Each) Student         $15.00 ______ 

Individual Adult $20.00 ______ 

Senior (62+) Couple $30.00 ______ 

Family $35.00 ______ 

Business, Professional $50.00 ______ 

Benefactor (Each) $100.00 ______ 

Senior Life (62+, Each) $350.00 ______ 

Life (Each) $500.00 ______ 

Donation   ______ 


