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Friday, September 15th, 2017  Greece Museum  5:30-7:30 pm 

 

Opening Reception for                                
Winning the Vote:                                                                              

The Women of Greece Involved                        
in the Suffrage Movement 

 

 

You are invited to an opening reception for our newest exhibit as we mark the 100
th

 
anniversary of women winning the vote in New York.   Join us on Friday, September 
15th from 5:30-7:30, which is also the 125

th
 anniversary of the founding of the 

Charlotte Political Equality Club.  Light refreshments will be served. The exhibit focuses 
on some of the Greece women who supported the campaign to win women the vote 
in New York State, particularly Jean Brooks Greenleaf, Georgia Bonesteel Raynsford, 
and the Charlotte Political Equality Club.  It details the three county conventions held in 
Greece and the famous suffragists who frequently visited including Susan B. Anthony, 
Mary Anthony, Anna Howard Shaw, and Harriet May Mills. The exhibit was curated by 
Maureen Whalen with the help of Marie Poinan, Joe Vitello, Wendy Peeck, Bill Sauers, 
Alan Mueller, and Lee Strauss.  
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Tuesday, September12th, 2017  Greece Public Library 7:00 pm 
 

The Rochester Radio Roadshow  with Jack Palvino and Tom Proietti 

 

If you listened to Rochester radio in the 
60s and 70s, you probably remember the 
comedic styling and great musical selec-
tions on “Palvino in the Morning.” During 
this program, Jack will discuss his long 
radio career with Tom Proietti, the Resi-
dent Scholar in Media at St. John Fisher 
College. 

Tom interviews Jack about his time in  
radio and also explains the significance of Jack Palvino as a broadcaster and his critical 
role in helping to shape the Media and Communication programs at Fisher.  The ban-
ter is lively and fun and so very informative. 

Come join the Fisher Alumni pair as they recall Rochester ra-
dio over the past six decades.  You can also pick up an auto-
graphed copy of Jack's book, "On the Air: My Life in Radio".  
We promise loads of laughter and lots of memories.  
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"President's Message"    

Although it may have seemed there was not much going on during July and August here at GHS, 

there sure has been a lot going on behind the scenes. 

We planned our Fall, Tuesday evening programs, arranged our Pasta Dinner fundraiser for October 
15th, and scheduled a state-wide traveling exhibit on the Erie Canal for November.  

An ongoing effort continues to de-accession some of our artifacts that have no relevance with the 
Town of Greece or our mission. 

We received a $1,000 grant from the State Education Department to help fund our lectures and 
school tours (worth all the paperwork!).  Thank you Senator Joe Robach for initiating this grant for us. 

We have added some new lighting and made some lighting modifications in the exhibit hall and made some small 
repairs to our aging building.  Although the public will never enjoy it, we have added a new lighting system in the 
attic storage area. We are dismantling the Sports exhibit to make way for a new exhibit. We have added information 
to the map area and some new sound clips in our World War II Homefront exhibit.  We also had an information 
booth at the Dewey-Stone Family Fun Night. Last, but not least, after months of planning a new exhibit, "Winning 
the Vote: The Women of Greece Involved in the Suffrage Movement" will open on Friday, September 15th with a re-
ception from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. 

As most of you know the Greece Historical Society is an all volunteer organization, chartered by the New York State 
Department of Education Board of Regents as a not-for-profit 501(c)3.  Independently, we own and maintain our 
historic building on land leased from the Town of Greece.  Our funding comes solely from memberships, donations 
and other contributions from members of the community.   

We thank you all for your continued support. 

Bill Sauers, President 

We greatly value and appreciate your donations.                        
*Tax deductible per Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code 

“Museum Events” 

 Museum and Museum Shop hours:                                            

Sunday 1:30 - 4p.m. (and during office hours)                                                                    

GHS office hours: Mon-Tue 9:30 a.m.-Noon                               

Museum Closed Sunday, September 3rd  

 
Tuesday, September12th, Greece Library 7:00 pm                 

Rochester Radio Roadshow, Jack Palvino, Tom Proetti 
 

Friday, September 15th, Greece Museum 5:30 - 7:30 pm   

Opening Reception, "Winning the Vote" exhibit 

Tuesday, October 10th, Greece Public Library 7:00 pm    
Blanche Stuart Scott:  America’s First Aviatrix                            

portrayed by Maureen Whalen 

Sunday, October 15th, Barnard Exempts 5:00 - 7:00 pm        

Pasta Dinner Fundraiser 

Tuesday, November 14th, Greece Public Library 7:00 pm            
There Goes the Neighborhood"  The Rochester Racial                 

Uprising of 1964 by Verdis LeVar Robinson 

"Never think about yourself; always help others."                              
Robert B. Wegman 1918-2006 
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“Museum Shop”  

In September, there will be a display in 
the Greece Library about the ‘Barns of 
Greece’. The book written by Jane Grant 
has been very popular in our Museum 
Shop. While displayed it will also be avail-
able for sale in the Second Hand Prose 
shop in the library. 

Many visitors have come to see our dis-
plays this summer. We have several histor-

ical maps of the Town of Greece on display in our exhibit 
hall from the Rochester Public Library. They show so much 
history about our farming community that people have 
been very interested. We have a 1902 Town of Greece map 
available in our Museum Shop. Stop by and check out our 
‘local history’. 

We look forward to your visit 

Wendy Peeck,  Coordinator 

Museum Shop hours:  Sun 1:30-4:00, Mon-Tue 9:30-12 

Fall Pasta Dinner 

Our next Pasta Dinner fundraiser is Sunday, October 15th from 5-7 pm.  Each 

of our past two dinners was a success and enjoyed by well over 100 of our 

friends and neighbors. Although walk-ins are welcome, we need to pre-sell at 

least 60 tickets to reserve the Barnard Restaurant and Party House (Barnard 

Exempts).  Please help us with this major fundraiser by ordering your tickets 

now and your tickets will be waiting for you at the dinner. (see order form on 

page 5).  Every ticket ordered before October 5th will be eligible for a door 

prize drawing. 

This newsletter is published monthly by the editor for the Greece Historical Society  and Museum.   Cyndie Shevlin, Editor 

Volunteer Dick Evans working on some lighting 
modifications. Weekday projects are never done 

but we still must clean up for our Sunday visitors! 

Behind the scenes at the Greece Museum: 
Hanna Chhibber is shown here                  

cataloging artifacts while Joe Vitello    

repairs some light fixtures in our attic.  

On July 25th we had an 
information booth at the 
Dewey-Stone Family Fun 

Night. It was a pleasure 
to meet so many of our 

neighbors and friends         
at this community               

organized event. 

On Sunday, July 16, at the Greece 
Museum, Ralph DeStephano Jr. 
spoke on the history and develop-
ment of Buckman’s Plaza at the cor-
ner of Ridge Road and Long Pond 

Road from 1950 to the present. 
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Please Support Our Advertisers Who Support Us! 

Our Volunteers 

 

Managing our Collection of Artifacts  

 
Bill Keeler, Archivist and Collection Care Manager of the Rochester Historical 

Society, has agreed to be a consultant to the Greece Historical Society as we 

ponder what best to do with a growing collection of artifacts.  He also has 

experience as the past curator of the Fairport Museum, designing interesting 

exhibits, managing their gift shop, and caring for their collection.  He has a 

Masters in Library Science.  

Bill’s helped us in the past, guiding us as we created the various forms used 

in museum work, steps to take in the proper cataloging of what we own, and the storage of them.  He did so  

weekly, pro bono.  We are grateful for all his help in the past and look forward to working with him in the future.  

Hannah Chhibber, who has graciously volunteered her time each week for the past year, has used her cataloging 

skills to evaluate, photograph, and catalog several sections of our collection, removing duplicate items or items of 

poor quality in the collection.  Among them is the children’s clothing in which we found excellent examples of 

dresses from the 1800’s.  Sadly for us, Hannah left us in August, as she moves on in her career to attend George 

Washington University’s two year museum studies program.  Hannah has a Masters degree from York University in 

England in the field of Archaeology.  We wish her well and will miss working with this delightful young woman.   

You will be seeing photographs of some of our interesting pieces on our website soon.  The project is a fun one to 

work on and we would welcome helping hands if any of our readers would like to join us.  We work in two-hour 

periods in a flexible schedule.  Please call us or email us if you would like to volunteer. 

 Lee Strauss  

Hannah Chhibber and Alan Mueller         
meeting with Bill Keeler 
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Our History... by Alan Mueller 

The William Connelly family lived for many years in the Island Cottage and Janes Road area. Connolly was born in Clones, County 
Monaghan, Ireland in March 1818. At the age of eleven, he immigrated to the United States with his parents. Early on, they set-

tled in the Greece area. 

Connelly kept a diary starting in the 1830s until his death at the age of 78. The following extracts are from these diaries: 

December 5, 1839: I was united in marriage to Miss Nancy Beaty. The ceremony took place at the "church in the woods" (Latta 

and Mount Read). Two Indians in tribal costumes attracted by the Gathering at the church stopped in their journey to look in up-

on the scene. Supper was served in Mullen's Cooper Shop. 

May 29, 1841: Alice, our first child is born. 

February 10, 1853: Our house is darkened. Nancy Connelly, my beloved wife, departed this life today. May the Lord have    mercy 

on her soul. 

January 3, 1856: I was married today to Ellen Burns. 

April 16, 1861: President Lincoln has called for an army of 75,000 men. The shooting on Fort Sumter a week ago makes war be-

tween the North and South of our country certain. The whole land is in turmoil 

April 26, 1870: Jimmy Goodwin had a "bee" to lift the log house and put a foundation under it. The boys turned out well... (This is 

the first mention of the log house pictured in the photo.) 

December 1, 1878: Walked across Buck Pond on the ice to Lewis' to talk about a new house. The Connelly Farm was located at 

what was then the end of Island Cottage Road and Janes Road. 

Valentine's Day, 1879: Drove to Charlotte and left the horse to be shod, took the train to Rochester and bought valentines for the 

children. 

June 17, 1879: Started to dig the cellar for the new house. Bought four chairs for the new house and paid $3 for all four. (The 

four chairs would cost you about 69.32 in today's money) 

October 27, 1879: Mr. Allen agreed to paint the new house with two coats of paint inside and out for $25. 

December 11, 1879: The boys started to tear down the old log cabin. Wife paid Allen $2 for a rocking chair and all of $8 for an 

extension table. 

Other interesting entries in Connelly's diaries noted the end of the Civil War, election of presidents, the building of Mother of Sor-

rows church, the births of his children and the loss of two daughters in the 1860s. 

His father dies at age 89 in 1869. He notes many marriages births and deaths of his neighbors. As a farmer, he constantly wrote 
about the weather in his orchards of apples and pears, his purchase of empty barrels to ship the apple and pear crop, plus fertiliz-
er for his land. The arrival of the railroad in 1875 south of his farm was given a special mention of several sentences. On July 2, 

1889, at Charlotte, he sees the electric trolley, the first in the county running from Ridge Road to the lake.  

Connelly continues to jot in his diary until the day of his passing, October 20, 1896. His last words to his wife were reported as, 

"The sun is setting Ellen. It is a beautiful sunset and the last I will ever see. Goodbye all." The time was 5:30 p.m. 

Greece memories:                                                                           
Farmer's diary shows 1800’s life                                                       

in Island Cottage area 
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Do you remember ….. ? 

Some of the many buildings we have lost in the Town of Greece since the year 2000 ... 
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GREECE  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY & MUSEUM                Membership Application 

 
    (Please print)                    DATE:___________________________ 

NAME:____________________________________________________________________________PHONE:(_____)___________________________                                          

                       (Last)                             (First)                (M.I.)                             (Spouse, if applicable) 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

ADDRESS: __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

                                               (Street)                                                                                            (City/Town)                                    (State)                 (Zip Code + 4)                                                                                   

E-MAIL ADDRESS: _____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

                   

 

                                                                                            

                                                                                                   

 

 

CONTACT US  

GHS Office: 585-225-7221  

Office Email: 
greecehistoricalsociety@yahoo.com                                       

Website: www.greecehistoricalsociety.org 

Greece Historical Society  
Greece Museum 

595 Long Pond Road 
P.O. Box 16249 

Rochester NY 14616-0249 

Non-Profit Org. 

U.S. POSTAGE PAID 

Rochester NY 

Permit #1188 

____New Application     

____Renewal       

____Upgrade 

____Donation 

____Memorial Donation 

 My donation is in 
memory of  

__________________ 

__________________ 

Electronic Service Requested 

Your tax deductible membership in the Greece Historical      
Society is available at several levels. To join, renew, upgrade your 
membership or to donate a gift, fill out and mail the form below or 
bring it to our next program meeting. To pay via PayPal, visit our 
website at www.greecehistoricalsociety.org 

Only your donations and memberships keep our                

Museum open. Thank you for your support. 

Memberships are tax deductible. 

Please pay online via PayPal or 

make check payable and mail to:   

 Greece Historical Society         

P.O. Box 16249                                 

Rochester NY 14616-0249 

You will receive your membership 

card and receipt by mail. 

Membership Classifications Annual Rate Select 

Senior (62+, Each) Student         $15.00 ______ 

Individual Adult $20.00 ______ 

Senior (62+) Couple $30.00 ______ 

Family $35.00 ______ 

Business, Professional $50.00 ______ 

Benefactor (Each) $100.00 ______ 

Senior Life (62+, Each) $350.00 ______ 

Life (Each) $500.00 ______ 

Donation   ______ 


