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March 14, 2017  Greece Public Library  7:00 PM  

 

WWI - Rochester Mobilizes for the Great War                                      
by Dan Cody  

 

In 1914 the world was thrown into the Great War, 
although the United States did not officially enter the war 
until 1917. Learn how Rochester participated in the war 
economy and prepared for eventual entry into the war. 
Once the United States declared war, Rochester was an All 
-American patriotic city. 

  

 

 

 

Daniel D. Cody, M.A., a Collections Manager and Registrar for the 
Rochester Historical Society, is also an adjunct lecturer of American 

History at Finger Lakes Community College. 

 

*Reservations required by calling the library 585-225-8951 or register on-line at http://

www.greecepubliclibrary.org/ 
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Sunday, March 19, 2017  Greece Museum  2:00 pm  
 

Historic Signs in Upstate New York by Bill Sauers 
                                                                                   

Roadside historic markers are our windows to the past. They educate us, they 
make us curious to investigate, or they provide a nice excuse to take a break 
and stretch our legs while we read what happened here.  
 
These markers tell about historic events and locations and provide the public 
with knowledge about our history. In New York State they were first created to 
commemorate the American Revolution. Although no longer funded by the 
State, markers are still being installed throughout New York today by individu-
als, town & county governments, and historical 
organizations.  
 
This program will explore the history of these 
historic markers and signs, how they get there, 
who’s authorized to place them, what are the 
rules for these signs, and who is responsible for 
their upkeep. 

.  

http://www.greecepubliclibrary.org/
http://www.greecepubliclibrary.org/
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"President's Message"    

Now that our museum is open again on Sunday afternoons, you may notice a few           
changes.  

A professional electrician has installed several new outlets and we now have a working 
sound chip player provided by Wally Rust for our Native American mural. We have a new 
exhibit of World War I items to coincide with our March program on the Great War.  We 
have also started to replace our lighting system with new LED flood lights, which give bet-
ter lighting with tremendous cost savings.  

Currently volunteers are investigating the history of the Underground Railroad in Western New York and 
the role Greece residents played in getting fugitive slaves safely to Canada in preparation for our exhibit 
that will open June 4, 2017.  It will explore the local station houses and conductors who lived in Greece.   
We are also preparing an exhibit that will commemorate passage of women’s suffrage in New York State 
on Election Day, November 1917. That exhibit will open on September 15, the 125th anniversary of the 
Charlotte Political Equality Club. Our 35 + year old wheel of change will be getting a face lift soon. Also, 
ongoing research continues into notable Rochesterians buried in Holy Sepulchre Cemetery as we hope 
to offer a new tour of sections on the west side of Lake Avenue in the future. 

We are planning our annual Strawberry and Dessert Tasting Festival for Monday, June 19th. Wegmans 
will be serving the strawberry shortcake this year, a change from past festivals. For the second year, we 
will be required to pay a permit fee to the Town, but we are lucky to have a donor contribute the 
$200.00 to cover that cost.  

Finally, a few months ago, I had the opportunity of meeting Peter Feinman, the founder and president of 

the Institute of History, Archaeology, and Education, a non-profit organiza-

tion which provides enrichment programs for schools, professional devel-

opment programing for teachers, and public programs. The institute also 

promotes county history conferences, the development of Paths through 

History, and a Common Core Curriculum that includes local and state histo-

ry. Peter is also a contributor to the New York State History Blog. http://

newyorkhistoryblog.org/  Making connections and networking with peo-

ple like Peter and organizations that work toward the same goals helps us 

create a better historical society.  

Bill Sauers, President 

We greatly value and appreciate your donations.   

*Tax deductible per Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code 

This newsletter is published monthly by the editor 

for the Greece Historical Society  and Museum. 

Cyndie Shevlin, Editor 

http://www.ihare.org/
http://newyorkhistoryblog.org/
http://newyorkhistoryblog.org/
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“Museum Shop”  

Winter is still here but we have beautiful 

displays in our Museum you can check 

out, so you don’t have to stay indoors 

and be bored.  

We  have new books in our Shop about 

family trees. I’m a big fan of genealogy 

research and have documented many generations in 

my own family. Is it time for you and your children to 

begin the ‘search’? Stop in and see what we have.  

Wendy Peeck,  Coordinator 

Museum Shop hours:  Sun 1:30-4:00, Mon-Tue 9:30-12 

 

Membership           

Renewals                

Due May 1st  

 

 

As a reminder, our membership year is May 1 

through April 30. Therefore, all membership 

renewals are due by May 1, 2017.  We will be 

sending renewal notices in the coming month.  

Current members who send in a renewal early 

will be credited for the membership year begin-

ning May 1. You can help us with this very busy 

time of the year by sending in your renewal 

early.   

As always thank you for your                           

continued support. 

You, too, can show your support for                                       
the Greece Museum.     

Starting at $100 annually, become a Corinthian                   
advertiser or memorialize a beloved family member                

in the newsletter! 

Show everyone you care about the GHS!  

Call us at 225-7221 to inquire. 

Monthly Quote 

“If you want to understand today                              

you have to search yesterday.” 

Pearl Buck  

See our new web site at 

www.greecehistoricalsociety.org 

Lee Strauss 
and Betty  

Fetter         
inventory  

World War I 

artifacts      
donated by 

Tom Smith  

(more on page 7) 

http://www.greecehistoricalsociety.org
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Please Support Our Advertisers Who Support Us! 

“Upcoming Programs”  

Tuesday, April 11, 2017 James Hard: The Last Surviving Combat Civil War Veteran  by David Crumb.   

Hear the fascinating story of the longest living Civil War combat veteran, James Hard who was born in 
Victor, NY on July 15, 1841. In 1862 he fought in many battles of the Civil War. In 1882 he settled in 
Rochester which remained his permanent home until his death on March 12, 1953. Hard was a Roches-

ter icon during the 1940s and early 1950s. 

Tuesday, May 9, 2017 Mom and Pop Farming by Holly Ricci-Canham 

Sunday, May 14, 2017 Vintage baseball game  

Saturday, May 13, 2017 Free Scanning Day at the Greece Museum  

Tuesday, June 13, 2017 Story of Fredrick Douglas and Susan B. Anthony by William Pruitt 

Monday, June 19, 2017 Annual Strawberry Festival 

Our Volunteers 

 We are delighted to welcome new volunteer Kathy Gamlen who will 

take over as membership secretary from Kathy Kier.  We certainly      

appreciate her interest and willingness to help the Society.   Kathy is a 

Master Gardener for George Eastman House.  She also plays croquet.  

Membership is a multidimensional job that requires the help of several 

volunteers. Kathy Kier has been a trooper in keeping the membership 

rolls, mailing lists, and emails. Dr. Fred Stock, a retired dentist, handles 

the mailing. Thanks Kathy K. for all you’ve done and Dr. Fred for your 

ongoing assistance!         
Our membership team – Kathy Gamlen, 

Kathy Kier (kneeling), and Fred Stock. 
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Greece Museum Community 
 

 Rediscovering Fredrick Douglass 

We had another full house on February 14th. Nearly 100 of our mem-
bers and friends viewed a film about a never-before seen photo of 
Fredrick Douglass that was discovered in a scrap book in the Rundel 
Library's archives.  Everyone also had a chance to see the actual photo 
and the scrap book where it was found and talk to City Historian 
Christine Ridarsky about the photo and Fredrick Douglass. 

If you missed our event, the movie "Rediscovering Fredrick Douglass" is 
available at Rochester branch libraries or through inter-library loan at 
the Greece Public Library. 

Town of Greece Appoints Keith Suhr as Town Historian 

Supervisor Bill Reilich recently announced the appointment of Mr. Keith Suhr as Town Historian for 
the Town of Greece. He currently serves as assistant director of the Greece Public Library. Keith re-
ceived his Bachelor’s Degree in American Studies from the College at Brockport, and his Master’s 
Degree in Library and Informational Studies from the University at Buffalo. 

The Town of Greece has had many historians including Hazel Herrick, Elbert Angevine and Virginia 
Tomkiewicz.  For approximately twenty years the Greece Historical Society contracted with the 
Town to provide the space and services of Town Historian with Alan Mueller acting as Historian. 

With the move of the Historian's Office to the Library in January of 2016 the Historical Society's services ended.  

There will be more information from Keith about his new responsibilities including hours of operation of the histori-
an's office in the next issue of the Corinthian.  We look forward to working with Keith in his new role as the ap-
pointed Town Historian.  

Current information about the office of Town Historian can be found at  http://www.greecepubliclibrary.org/
about/office-of-the-town-historian 

New Technology at the Greece Museum  

A new addition to our museum is a sound clip player made by volunteer Wally Rust and installed with 
the help of fellow volunteer Joe Vitello. This sound player will enhance your experience while viewing 
our Haudenosaunee summer camp painting. Individual buttons play short re-
cordings explaining the different scenes on the painting. The painting was 
done by the late Walt Goulding, a former 
president of the Greece Historical Society. 
The sound recordings were done by the 
late Frieda Schultz who was a member of 
the Wolf Clan of the Tuscarora Nation of 
the Iroquois Confeder-
acy. 

http://www.greecepubliclibrary.org/about/office-of-the-town-historian
http://www.greecepubliclibrary.org/about/office-of-the-town-historian
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Greece History  

The Cupola That Almost Got Away! by Alan Mueller 

Our story begins more than sixteen years ago, at 2505 West Ridge Road near Long Pond Rd.  A cupola on the ninety
-year-old Greece Town Hall was about to be taken down with the rest of the abandoned building. The new Town 
Hall on Long Pond Road was dedicated with much ceremony in December of 1997.  The new building had its own 
lantern-type cupola and had no reason to reuse the old one.   

First, just what is a cupola?  Webster’s dictionary tells us it is "A small structure built on top of a roof". That description 
fits the louvered, copper peaked construction atop the old town hall roof. So, back to our story which moves on to 
April 1999 and the start of demolition of the vacant Ridge Road building. As an interested observer of the operation, 
Lorraine Beane (then executive director of the Greece Historical Society) saw the cranes and other heavy equipment 
dive into the brick walls from several directions.  She noticed the cupola still untouched on the main roof.  A few in-
quiries around the fellows in the yellow hats led her to one of the proper supervisors with her question, “What is go-
ing to happen with the roof cupola?"…."I believe someone has put in a bid to buy it".... replied the worker….!!!  Within 
a flash, Lorraine was on her way to the new Town Hall and spoke with those in charge of the entire Ridge Road 
"leveling project"! We'll shorten the story a bit.... In the end the cupola would remain in the Greece area with the 
Greece Historical Society being the permanent custodian.  With the co-operation of the Greece D.P.W., other 
Greece Departments and the Supervisor, the rather formidable "roof-ornament" was now safely moved to 
the Society’s backyard lawn. The next few months were spent raising funds for the rehabilitation and proper founda-
tion for its preservation. The Cupola Project Chairman was Thomas Schommer, former president of G.H.S. Other key 
workers were Society members Walter Berl, Fred Meredith, Larry Zarnsdorf, along with the sign architect, Richard 
LaCroix and the men and equipment of the Greece D.P.W. Many others were involved in achieving our preserva-
tion goal.  

A final site was chosen on the front lawn of the 595 Long Pond Road Society office and museum. The work proceed-
ed from the Spring of 2001 and the final touches for the rehabilitated Cupola, new brick foundation, wall, decorative 
fence and lantern were completed in late October of 2001.  A proper dedication was held on November 4, 2001 at 
the new Greece Historical Society sign.  President of the society, Vi White, introduced Supervisor John Auberger, 
whose remarks included great praise for the preservation of the Cupola and its unique blending into the new muse-
um sign.  Moving ahead to 2017, I wonder how many people take note of our own one-of-a- kind Greece Museum 
sign in front of our museum?  The above folk mentioned should not be forgotten for their work and dedication to 
save, preserve and re-purpose a great piece of Greece History.   
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WHAT’S NEW AT THE GREECE MUSEUM? 

It is the 100
th

 anniversary of America’s entrance into World War I.  Featured in a 

display are some of the artifacts in our collection.  We are grateful to Tom Smith of 

Greece who donated what his father, Austin R. Smith, saved of his equipment 

(one is his gas mask) and uniform as he served in the Meuse-Argonne offensive in 

France in 1918 as a Private First Class in the 303
rd

 Division Ammunition Train.  Pic-

tured here is a photo taken of a train of wagons and vehicles as they carry ammu-

nition and supplies to the infantry on the frontlines over muddy, rutted roads.   

You can learn more about this American led offensive that broke through Ger-

man lines and was victorious over Germany.  The battle lasted 47 days and was 

the bloodiest battle in US military history.  1.3 million Americans participated in 

the war.  The Armistice was signed November 11, 1918. 

 

Our Home Front exhibit now depicts World War II in 1942.  Following 

the attack on Pearl Harbor, the Japanese attacked various strategic sites 

in the Pacific.  After cracking the Japanese Naval code, the US Navy was 

ready when Japan staged what they thought would be a surprise attack 

on Midway Island.  At 4:30 a.m. Japan launched 108 war planes to begin 

the attack but their ships had been detected by US Patrol aircraft.  They 

began the attack on Midway at 6:30 a.m. The Fleet Marine Force defense 

battalion responded.  At 7:10 TBF Avengers (Grumman Torpedo Bomb-

ers). B26’s such as those pictured here mount the attack on the Japanese 

Fleet from the carrier Enterprise.  Of the 14 planes pictured, only 4 re-

turned. The USN victory was a turning point in the war.  That day Japan 

lost 4 carriers, a cruiser, 248 aircraft and 2500 men.  The USN lost the  

carrier Yorktown, a cruiser, 150 aircraft, and 307 men.   

 

Being added to the exhibit are artifacts borrowed from the Military     

History Museum that were made by Kodak for the war effort.  Kodak 

participated in other ways which are featured in our photo display such 

as training health aids, a war bond program, and sending several young 

men into service for their country.  We have a copy of a booklet telling 

of Rochester Products where Greece residents were employed to make 

defense equipment for the military. Odenbach Shipbuilding was anoth-

er, which you can learn more about in the three volumes of the history 

of the Greece plant on sale in our Museum Shop. Pictured is an example 

of the type of equipment made in whole or in part by Kodak.  It is a 

height-finder made by workers at Hawk-Eye.  Lenses were made for oth-

er equipment by Kodak, which received 5 E Awards for their efforts.   

 

Coming also In March is an inter-active 1902 map.  Want to know what was there before your house was built?  

You can find out with our map display.    

Plus, if you haven’t had a chance to see the Home Town Sports exhibit, now’s the time.  We are proud of our 

Greece athletes.  ~ Lee Strauss 
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GREECE  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY & MUSEUM                Membership Application 

 
    (Please print)                    DATE:___________________________ 

NAME:____________________________________________________________________________PHONE:(_____)___________________________                                          

                       (Last)                             (First)                (M.I.)                             (Spouse, if applicable) 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

ADDRESS: __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

                                               (Street)                                                                                            (City/Town)                                    (State)                 (Zip Code + 4)                                                                                   

E-MAIL ADDRESS: _____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

                   

 

                                                                                            

                                                                                                   

 

 

CONTACT US  

GHS Office: 585-225-7221  

Office Email: 
greecehistoricalsociety@yahoo.com                                       

Website: www.greecehistoricalsociety.org 

Greece Historical Society  
Greece Museum 

595 Long Pond Road 
P.O. Box 16249 

Rochester NY 14616-0249 

Non-Profit Org. 

U.S. POSTAGE PAID 

Rochester NY 

Permit #1188 

____New Application     

____Renewal       

____Upgrade 

____Donation 

____Memorial Donation 

 My donation is in 
memory of  

__________________ 

__________________ 

Electronic Service Requested 

Your tax deductible membership in the Greece Historical      
Society is available at several levels. To join, renew, upgrade your 
membership or to donate a gift, fill out and mail the form below or 
bring it to our next program meeting. To pay via PayPal, visit our 
website at www.greecehistoricalsociety.org 

Only your donations and memberships keep our                

Museum open. Thank you for your support. 

Memberships are tax deductible. 

Please pay online via PayPal or 

make check  payable and mail to:   

 Greece Historical Society         

P.O. Box 16249                                 

Rochester NY 14616-0249 

You will receive your membership 

card and receipt by mail. 

Membership Classifications Annual Rate Select 

Senior (62+, Each) Student         $15.00 ______ 

Individual Adult $20.00 ______ 

Senior (62+) Couple $30.00 ______ 

Family $35.00 ______ 

Business, Professional $50.00 ______ 

Benefactor (Each) $100.00 ______ 

Senior Life (62+, Each) $350.00 ______ 

Life (Each) $500.00 ______ 

Donation 
  ______ 


