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A Greece Resident's Career in the CIA by Daniel Caster
Dan will focus on how dynamic events took a Greece resident all
over the world supporting some of our nation's most sensitive
intelligence missions. Moreover, that opportunity and risk lead to
a very fulfilling career.
Rather than discuss sources or methods of gathering intelligence,
Dan will inform us how US Intelligence/Military/Law Enforcement /Diplomacy function overseas.

Dan Caster is a Greece native who graduated from Athena High School in
1979. Upon graduation, he served four years in the US Air Force teaching
both US and foreign military personnel and continued to serve in the USAF
Reserve as he completed his college education, graduating from RIT in 1989.
During his 22-year career at the CIA, he served in over 25 countries with
almost 12 years of overseas deployments. He retired in 2012 as a decorated
officer with the grade of GS-15 (O-6) and moved back to Greece where he
currently resides with his family.

Sunday, March 15th, Greece Museum, 2:00 p.m.
Sons of the American Revolution by Robert Coomber
Robert Coomber will discuss the local chapter of the Sons of the
American Revolution, the second local chapter in New York State.
The SAR works at national, state and local levels to ensure the ideals
of the American Revolution are remembered for generations to
come, while honoring our patriot ancestors who gave us our
freedom and constitutional form of government.

Robert Coomber, a Greece resident and GHS member,
has been a member of the Sons of the American Revolution
since 2001 and treasurer of the Rochester Chapter since 2002.

Girl Scout Cookie Sale Sunday, March 29th, 1:30-4:00 pm
Save the date! Girl Scout Troop #60327 will be here on
March 29th selling their yummy cookies. Why not stop
by and pick up a box or two? The Girl Scouts had a very
successful sale last year at our museum and we are
excited to have them join us again this year.

"President's Message"
After a short winter break, the Greece Museum is back open on Sunday afternoons, except
Easter Sunday. Although February was a relatively quiet month for us, nearly a hundred of our
friends and neighbors enjoyed an outstanding performance at the Greece Public Library on
February 11th as “Susan B. Anthony and Frederick Douglass” visited us and reminisced about
their lives a century ago.
We hired a new cleaning person and Gates Historian Bill Gillette toured our museum when he
picked up a display case we no longer need. We also acquired a milk bucket from a local farm.
This month our programs feature two Greece residents. One will talk about his experiences in
the CIA at the Greece Library on March 10th and the other will tell us about the Sons of the
American Revolution on Sunday afternoon March 15th at our museum.
Be sure to check out our 19th Amendment contest on pages 3 and 5 and keep watching this newsletter for some
great lectures and programs we have planned in the coming months.

Mark your calendars now for our Pasta Dinner fundraiser. Order tickets early for a chance to win a Greece coverlet.
As a reminder, membership renewals will be due May 1st for the coming year. Letters will be going out in April. Several of our members have already renewed! We have begun planning this year's Strawberry & Dessert Tasting Festival. Vendors are lined up, we have reserved the tent and paid the $200.00 permit fee to the Town.
GHS has been keeping me busy. I delivered a program on the Manitou Trolley at Atria Assisted Living on February
19th and will present a program on GHS activities to the Northwest AARP on March 20th. Next, I will be in Albany at
the end of March for the annual Museum Association of New York (MANY) Conference.
As always, thank you to our supporters from the business community and our volunteers, members, and friends for
their continued commitment to preserving the past for the future!

Bill Sauers, President

Our Calendar
“GHS Events and Programs”
Museum and Museum Shop hours: Sundays 1:30 - 4:00 p.m.
and during office hours Mondays 10 a.m.- Noon

A Greece Resident's Career in the CIA by Daniel Caster
Tuesday, March 10th 2020**

Sons of the American Revolution, by Robert Coomber
Sunday, March 15th *

Girl Scout Cookie Sales, Greece Museum
Sunday, March 29th 1:30 - 4:00 p.m.

Eight Brave Civil War Soldiers: Past Meets the Present,
Tuesday, April 14th ** (in collaboration with the NYS Archives Partnership Trust)
Laurel & Hardy's "The Music Box", by Wally Rust
Sunday, April 19th *

Pasta Dinner Fundraiser, Barnard Restaurant & Party House
Sunday, April 26th
*Sunday programs are at the Greece Museum, 2:00 p.m.
**Tuesday programs are at the Greece Public Library, 7:00 p.m.
Please join us for any or all of these events. We are here for you. If you’ve
been curious about something in Greece’s past, please let us know.
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“Museum Shop”
Spring is coming (at least on the calendar).
While the cold weather continues, stop in
our Shop and buy a long sleeve shirt and
sweatshirt. They have our beautiful
Museum photo on them and are nice
and warm for this time of year. Now that
our winter break is over, we look forward
to opening our doors for everyone.

Wendy Peeck
Shop Coordinator

Stop in Sundays 1:30-4:00

If you have the time, talent, and desire to help the Greece
Historical Society & Museum, consider becoming a volunteer.
Give us a call at 225-7221 or email greecehistoricalsociety@yahoo.com. We will be glad to discuss how you could
contribute to the success of the Greece Historical Society.
We greatly value and appreciate your donations*.
*Tax deductible per Section 501(c)(3)
of the Internal Revenue Code.

This newsletter is published monthly by the editor
for the Greece Historical Society and Museum.
~ Cyndie Shevlin

Name These Women Contest !
In honor of Women's History Month and this year's anniversary of
the passage of the 19th Amendment, we are challenging our
members and friends on their knowledge of the women who
fought for suffrage. The 20 women pictured in our contest on
page 5 all had a hand in their cause. Follow the instructions and
good luck.
The top three finishers will be awarded a pair of tickets to the
National Susan B. Anthony Museum & House.
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Pasta Dinner, Sunday, April 26th, 2020

Barnard Restaurant & Party House (Barnard Exempts)
Join us for our next Pasta Dinner fundraiser on Sunday, April 26th
from 5:00-7:00 p.m. at the Barnard Restaurant and Party House
(Barnard Exempts).
Please help us with this major fund-raiser by ordering your tickets
now and your tickets will be available for you at the dinner.
Tickets may also be purchased by mail, at our museum during
normal open hours, or by calling 225-7221.
Although walk-ins are welcome, we appreciate pre-orders to
guarantee a minimum number to reserve the facility. All preordered tickets will be waiting for you at the door.

Every ticket ordered before April 20th will be eligible for a
drawing to win a 36” x 48” Historic Greece, N.Y. coverlet.
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Contest Rules


Print the name of the person or persons under the picture. (black or blue ink)



Please remember to include your name and phone number on the front.



Submit the finished form in person to the Greece Historical Society Museum Gift Shop at 595 Long Pond Road,
OR by mail to PO Box 16249, Greece, NY 14612 by April 26, 2020.



The top three finishers will be awarded a pair of tickets to the National Susan B. Anthony Museum & House. In
case of a tie, the winners will be determined with a drawing held at the Greece Historical Society Museum on
May 3, 2020.
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Greece History
A Milk Pail, a Photo Album, and the Fleming Farm
by Alan Mueller
The average driver in the passing parade of vehicles on Latta Road can't help but notice the stately brick farmhouse
on a slight rise, not far east of Dewey Avenue. For more than160 years, the farm and house would be known at
"the Fleming place." Joseph Fleming was the first of the family to purchase the property in 1853 and completed the
double wall, brick farmhouse in 1854. Successive Flemings inherited the farm and buildings; Joseph E. Fleming was
the last, giving up farming in 1955 and selling off acreage for street development. The Town of Greece designated
the Fleming house a town landmark in 2013.
Are we getting off track? What about the milk pail and photo album? Recently our museum was offered a milk
pail (or milk bucket or dairy pail is correct) that was found in the basement of the cow barn on the Fleming farm
prior to it demolition in 2008. That intrigued me, since the Flemings had milk cows at least since the 1890s. At one
point they had about 25 in the herd. The cows were only one part of the operation. They had goats, pigs and
chickens, plus a kitchen garden for the family. Fruit trees and an occasional nut tree rounded out the collection.
Now the photo album! That was even more intriguing to me personally. Last year one of our members (a history
buff and collector) contacted us that he had purchased a vintage photo album that had once belonged to Joseph
E. Fleming of 985 Latta Road. It is from about a five-year period from 1916 to about 1921 when Joseph was a
teen. The album is now 100 years old and still in good condition. The covers are leather with a small metal emblem
in the center with his initials. The nearly 140 photos are various sizes, the greater part being 2"x3" size. Obviously, it
was Joe's first camera, as he photographed everything around the farm and a bit beyond. The grandparents, mom,
dad, cousins, friends, and horses, pigs, goats and favorite cow, plus his dog "Shepi" are all there. Many carry a title
or quip in white ink, but just as many of the close family members are not identified. Why bother…everyone knew
who they were!
My personal interest is that the tract I live in was part of the Fleming apple orchard. Until 2011, I could look across
the street and see the red barn and silo, now gone. The milk pail will soon take its place in our museum agricultural
exhibit and the album photos are now scanned and the album is preserved in a special archival box in our archives
to remind future generations of farming life in Greece many years ago.
Joseph Fleming’s Photo Album

Our newly acquired milk pail

Examples of some of the more than 140 photos in the album

1929 ad for a "dairy pail"
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Museum Happenings
Nearly 100 of our friends and neighbors filled the meeting
room at the Greece Public Library on February 11th as
Susan B. Anthony and Frederick Douglass visited us and
reminisced about their lives a century ago. Ms. Anthony
and Mr. Douglass were played by Barbara Blaisdell and
David Shakes.

Photos cont’d from page 6 History:

On February 10th, Town of Gates Historian Bill Gillette
and his town crew picked up an old display case we no
longer needed. We are happy it found a good home.
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CONTACT US
GHS Office: 585-225-7221
Office Email:
greecehistoricalsociety@yahoo.com
Website: www.greecehistoricalsociety.org

Your tax deductible membership in the Greece Historical
Society is available at several levels. To join, renew, upgrade your
membership or to donate a gift, fill out and mail the form below or
bring it to our next program meeting. To pay via PayPal, visit our
website at www.greecehistoricalsociety.org

Only your donations and memberships keep our
Museum open. Thank you for your support.

GREECE HISTORICAL SOCIETY & MUSEUM

Membership Application

(Please print)

DATE:___________________________

NAME:____________________________________________________________________________ PHONE:(_____)___________________________
(Last)

(First)

(M.I.)

(Spouse, if applicable)

ADDRESS: __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
(Street)

(City/Town)

(State)

(Zip Code + 4)

E-MAIL ADDRESS: _____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Membership Classifications
Senior (62+, Each) Student

Annual Rate

Select

$15.00
$20.00

______
______

$30.00
$35.00

______
______

$50.00

______

Benefactor (Each)

$100.00

______

Senior Life (62+, Each)

$350.00
$500.00

______
______
______

Individual Adult
Senior (62+) Couple
Family
Business, Professional

Life (Each)
Donation

____New Application
____Renewal
____Upgrade
____Donation
____Memorial Donation
My donation is in
memory of

__________________
__________________
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Memberships are tax deductible.
Please pay online via PayPal or
make check payable and mail to:
Greece Historical Society
P.O. Box 16249
Rochester NY 14616-0249
You will receive your membership
card and receipt by mail.

