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Tuesday, February 11th,  7:00 p.m. Greece Public Library 

A Conversation with Susan B. Anthony & Frederick Douglass,                                                          

by Barbara Blaisdell and David Shakes                   

Susan B. Anthony and Frederick Douglass were lifelong friends and col-
leagues.  They both supported each other's major causes, women's suffrage 
and abolition.  These two great civil rights pioneers will talk with each other 
and the audience about their lives and their work. 

 

 

Barbara Blaisdell has been a resident of both the city's 19th Ward and 
Brighton. She is a retired artist and middle school counselor.                           
She has performed historical portrayals of Susan B. Anthony                                   

for all age levels, in and out of Rochester, for 29 years. 

 

 

David Shakes is a long-time resident of Rochester. He is a retired                          
social worker, actor, and historical interpreter. He has studied                                

and portrayed Frederick Douglass for over thirty years. 

 

Museum Closed Sundays in January and February 

The Greece Museum will be closed on Sundays during January and February.                                        
 

We will re-open to the public on March 1st, 2020.  
We will however maintain our regular Monday office hours10:00 a.m.— noon.                                  

.       
 
 

 Be sure to enjoy  our Tuesday evening      
program on February 11th                                                                              
at the Greece Public Library. 

 

 

Cancelled:                                                                                                                                              
Dr. Martin Luther King by Freeman Brown, Sunday, February 16th.               
Mr. Brown has cancelled. 
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 "President's Message"    

 

We started out 2020 with an outstanding program on the history of the Monroe County       
Sheriff's Office by the Sheriff's office historian Todd Alan, held our annual membership meeting 
on January 16th, and published our 2019 Annual Report listing our activities and                    
accomplishments from the past year and which is now available on our web page. 

Our forever go-to guys, Joe Vitello and Arnie Amering have been busy building a new closet 
door in the rear of our museum.  The Town has been doing an outstanding job keeping our 
driveway clear and has also replaced the light bulb on the light pole at the end of our driveway 
on Long Pond Rd. 

As a reminder, our museum will remain closed on Sundays through February and reopen on March 1st. 

In celebration of Black History Month in February and Women's History month in March, we are presenting              
"A Conversation with Susan B. Anthony & Frederick Douglass" on Tuesday, February 11th at the Greece Public      
Library. Although our program scheduled for Sunday, February 16th has been cancelled, we still have a full                
schedule of presentations coming up, including a few Sunday programs. We look forward to seeing you at our       
museum and at our library programs. 

GHS has been keeping me busy this winter. I gave two presentations in January and in the next few months I will be 
presenting programs at Atria Senior Living and for the Northwest AARP. I hope to attend the Museum Association of 
New York annual conference in Albany in March. I will also be announcing a new historical marker, this time in the 
City of Rochester, but more on that later.  

As a reminder all membership renewals are due at the end of April. We will be sending reminder letters in the spring. 
Thank you for your continued support and now we are off on another 50 years "preserving our past for the future". 

Bill Sauers, President  

Our  Calendar  
“GHS Events and Programs” 

  
Museum and Museum Shop hours: Sundays 1:30 - 4:00 p.m.                                                                                                                                                                                                       

and during office hours Mondays 10 a.m.- Noon                                  
The Museum will be closed Sundays through February 29th     

and will reopen March 1st, 2020  

A Conversation with Susan B. Anthony & Frederick 
Douglass, by Barbara Blaisdell and David Shakes                  
Tuesday, February 11th, 2020** 

A Greece Resident's Career in the CIA by Daniel Caster, 
Tuesday, March 10th, 2020** 

Sons of the American Revolution, by Robert Coomber        
Sunday, March 15th, 2020* 

Eight Brave Civil War Soldiers: Past Meets the Present,              
Tuesday, April 14th, 2020** (in collaboration with the 
NYS Archives Partnership Trust) 

Pasta Dinner Fundraiser, Barnard Restaurant & Party House 
Sunday, April 26th, 2020 

 

*Sunday programs are at the Greece Museum, 2:00 p.m. 

**Tuesday programs are at the Greece Public Library, 7:00 p.m. 

 

 Please join us for any or all of these events. We are here for you. If you’ve 

been curious about something in Greece’s past, please let us know.  
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 “Museum Shop”                                                                                                          

It looks like winter has finally arrived. We 
are planning a few changes in the Museum 

Shop, which you should see in March. 

Remember some of our books are available 
at Second Hand Prose at the Greece Public 
Library and on our website using PayPal. 

 

Wendy Peeck,                                                                              

Shop Coordinator                

 

Valentine’s Day, also called St. Valentine’s Day, holiday (February 14th) 

when lovers express their affection with greetings and gifts has its ori-

gins in the Roman festival of Lupercelia, held in mid February.  The festi-

val, which celebrated the coming of spring, included fertility rites and the 

pairing of women with men by lottery.  At the end of the 5th century, 

Pope Gelasius I replaced Lupercalia with St. Valentine's Day. 

(Encyclopedia Britannica) 

We greatly value and appreciate your donations*.                       

*Tax deductible per Section 501(c)(3)                                                        

of the Internal Revenue Code. 

This newsletter is published monthly by the editor                 

for the Greece Historical Society and Museum.                             

~ Cyndie Shevlin 

If you have the time, talent, and desire to help the Greece 
Historical Society & Museum, consider becoming a volunteer. 

Give us a call at 225-7221 or email greecehistoricalsocie-
ty@yahoo.com. We will be glad to discuss how you could 
contribute to the success of the Greece Historical Society. 

mailto:greecehistoricalsociety@yahoo.com
mailto:greecehistoricalsociety@yahoo.com
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History of the Greece Ecumenical Food Shelf 

by Polly McCubbin 

 

 

For many years the churches in Greece and Charlotte individually helped people facing food emergencies.  As the 
population grew and requests for help increased, a group of churches decided to work together to establish a 
food pantry that could better address the need.  The Greece Emergency Food Shelf was created in 1977 by eight 
churches.  During the first calendar year in operation, the Food Shelf served 48 families, a total of 216 people.  By 
1979 the number of supporting churches grew to 18.  Its name was changed to the Greece Ecumenical Food 
Shelf to reflect the variety of religious organizations that provided support. 

The Food Shelf first operated out of a small room at Greece Baptist Church.  Over the 42 years since its establish-
ment, the Food Shelf moved several times to several churches, until the town’s Human Services department in-
cluded space for the Food Shelf and Grandma Jane’s Clothing 
Closet in a newly built facility at 500 Maiden Lane.  The Food 
Shelf raised money to build their section of the building, which 
was then turned over to the town in 1991 as a payment-in-lieu-of-
rent arrangement.  The larger premises allowed expansion of 
Food Shelf programs.  In its last fiscal year the Food Shelf served 
5,093 people.   

Through its partnership with Foodlink, the local food bank, the 
Food Shelf’s ability to help people by providing nutritious, fresh, 
frozen and refrigerated foods in addition to non-perishable items 
continues to grow.  While the organization has always delivered 
food to its clients, in 2018 it added the option for clients to come 
in to choose their own food, rather than providing pre-packed 
boxes of food.   

The all-volunteer organization relies mostly on community food donations for its support.  Monetary donations are 
also helpful, as the Food Shelf can purchase from Foodlink at a significant discount.  Collection boxes for nonper-
ishable foods are located at the main library and Community & Senior Center, as well as in many churches.  Dona-
tions can also be dropped off at 500 Maiden Lane on Mondays from 9 to 11 a.m., Tuesdays 10 a.m. to noon, 
Wednesdays from 4 to 6 p.m. and Saturdays from 9 to 11 a.m.  The Greece Ecumenical Clothing Closet, located 
next door to the Food Shelf, can also take small food donations from 9 to 11 AM Mondays through Saturdays.  
Volunteers are needed.  More information is available by calling the hot line at 683-9674. 

Several of the many volunteers at the                
Greece Ecumenical Food Shelf 

2019 Annual Report                                   
Now Available 

The Greece Historical Society 2019 
Annual Report is now available on our 

web site at http://
www.greecehistoricalsociety.org or 
your can pick up a copy at our muse-
um during our office hours or by call-
ing 585-225-7221. Our annual report 
highlights the accomplishments and 
events from the past year and gives an 

account of our financial status. 

Write Your Story 

History does not need to be about the 1800s. History is    

happening every day.  

Last year we featured stories on the history of several active 
Greece organizations including the North Greece Fire Dept 
Auxiliary, the Greece Kiwanis Club, Braddock Bay Raptor   
Research and Greece Performing Arts Association (GPAS).  

We also featured stories by Marie Poinan, Alan Mueller and 
Bill Sauers and a story by Gene Preston about a school group 
visiting his farm. If you would like the story of your organiza-
tion told or have a personal story about living in Greece email 

greecehistoricalsociety@yahoo.com. 

http://www.greecehistoricalsociety.org
http://www.greecehistoricalsociety.org
mailto:greecehistoricalsociety@yahoo.com
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Greece Link to the National Football League                                                                                  

by Marie Poinan 

As we celebrate Super Bowl LIV and the NFL’s 100
th

 season, we might want to consider the very “local” Greece con-

nection to the game. 

Joseph McShea was a talented athlete who grew up on his family’s farm on Dewey Avenue, just north of Latta Road. 

His great-grandparents emigrated to the town shortly after the potato famine of the 1840s and by the 1880s, the  

family had accumulated over180 acres of land. Part of their family farm became the site of the Odenbach Shipbuilding 

Corporation. 

Joe attended Holy Cross school in Charlotte (Greece had no Catholic school at the time) and graduated from the first 

Charlotte High (at the triangle) in 1919. He played a number of sports and also boxed under the name of “Irish Joe” 

McShea. After returning home from the University of Rochester to help on the family farm, Joe signed a contract to 

play football for Leo Lyons and the Rochester Jeffersons. His contract was signed by his aunt, Miss Marguerite McShea, 

a beloved teacher at Holy Cross and later Our Mother of Sorrows grammar school. Joe was paid $25 per game! 

Leo V. Lyons was born in 1892 and started playing football for the “Jeffersons” in 1908 at the age of 16. He later     

became their coach, manager and owner. In 1919, the Jeffersons won the city’s semi-pro championship. Leo was one 

of the pioneer founders of the National Football League. On September 17, 1920, he represented Rochester at a 

meeting of the nation's pro team managers held in Canton, where they created the American Professional Football 

Association. The league became the “National Football League” in 1922 and the Rochester was one of its 14 original 

teams.   

Lyons lost his NFL franchise in 1928 but never lost his love of the game, serving as “Honorary Historian” of the NFL 

from 1965 until his death in 1976 at the age of 84. Lyons was present at the opening of the Hall of Fame in 1963.     

Although nominated several times, he was never inducted into the Pro Football Hall of Fame.  Lyons moved to 604 

Beach Avenue in 1938. His contributions to football are numerous, not to mention that he collected all types of   

memorabilia on the game. Joe McShea lived in the area at 305 Beach Avenue.            

 

     
 

 

 

   

 

 

Greece History 

3 generations: Marguerite, 

Joe Jr. & Mary McShea                                                                             

~ photo taken 1931 

Joseph Maurice McShea 

Joe’s senior photo from                       
Charlotte High 

Leo Lyons 

NFL 100th Anniversary             
logo & the 1920                            

Rochester Jeffersons  

My thanks to Tom McShea, who provided 

the info on his grandfather Joe, a featured  

athlete in our local sports exhibit chaired 

by Tom Sawnor. A book on our local sports 

figures is sold in our gift shop.                              

For more on Lyons and the Jeffersons,        

see www.nfl.com and 

www.rochesterjeffersons.org  
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 GHS 2019 Highlights 
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 Museum Happenings 

 

We can always count on    
Joseph Vitello and Arnie 

Amering to complete any      
of the many projects around 

our historic center. 

Operating a museum is not 
always about history and  
exhibits; sometimes you must 

fix important things.  

It takes a dedicated group of 
volunteers to prepare our 
monthly Corinthian mailing.      
If you would like to help, give  
us a call 225-7221. 

Thank you to Todd Alan for his 
outstanding presentation on     

January14th about the history of 
the Monroe County Sheriff's Office. 

Thank you to all who came to our annual 
meeting on January 16th.  Tom Sawnor,    
Gregg H. Redmond and Cyndie Shevlin     

were elected to serve another three-year 
term as trustees of our society. 
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GREECE  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY & MUSEUM                Membership Application 

 
    (Please print)                    DATE:___________________________ 

NAME:____________________________________________________________________________PHONE:(_____)___________________________                                          

                       (Last)                             (First)                (M.I.)                             (Spouse, if applicable) 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

ADDRESS: __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

                                               (Street)                                                                                            (City/Town)                                    (State)                 (Zip Code + 4)                                                                                   

E-MAIL ADDRESS: _____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

                   

 

                                                                                            

                                                                                                   

 

 

CONTACT US  

GHS Office: 585-225-7221  

Office Email: 
greecehistoricalsociety@yahoo.com                                       

Website: www.greecehistoricalsociety.org 

Greece Historical Society  
Greece Museum 

595 Long Pond Road 
P.O. Box 16249 

Rochester NY 14616-0249 

Non-Profit Org. 

U.S. POSTAGE PAID 

Rochester NY 

Permit #1188 

____New Application     

____Renewal       

____Upgrade 

____Donation 

____Memorial Donation 

 My donation is in 
memory of  

__________________ 

__________________ 

Electronic Service Requested 

Your tax deductible membership in the Greece Historical      
Society is available at several levels. To join, renew, upgrade your 
membership or to donate a gift, fill out and mail the form below or 
bring it to our next program meeting. To pay via PayPal, visit our 
website at www.greecehistoricalsociety.org 

Only your donations and memberships keep our                

Museum open. Thank you for your support. 

Memberships are tax deductible. 

Please pay online via PayPal or 

make check payable and mail to:   

 Greece Historical Society         

P.O. Box 16249                                 

Rochester NY 14616-0249 

You will receive your membership 

card and receipt by mail. 

Membership Classifications Annual Rate Select 

Senior (62+, Each) Student         $15.00 ______ 

Individual Adult $20.00 ______ 

Senior (62+) Couple $30.00 ______ 

Family $35.00 ______ 

Business, Professional $50.00 ______ 

Benefactor (Each) $100.00 ______ 

Senior Life (62+, Each) $350.00 ______ 

Life (Each) $500.00 ______ 

Donation   ______ 


