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Sunday, July 15th, 2018         Greece Museum, 2:00 p.m. 
 

Bosnian Immigrants - Opportunities and Challenges                                        
by Aiġa Purak  

  
Aiġa Purak will discuss her book, òBosnian Immigrants: Opportu-
nities and Challengesó, which studies a sampling of 100 Bosnian 
families who immigrated to Rochester and found a way to adapt 
to life in the new society. These Bosnians still face cultural and  
religious challenges, even after over two decades living here. 
The book is about the  journey of Bosnian Muslim refugees com-
ing to America and their struggles in making a life in America." 

 

 

 

Aiġa Purak was born in the small village of Jastrebac in Bosnia and Herze-
govina. As a refugee from Bosnia, she came to Rochester and started working 

with the Bosnian community, primarily with women and children.  
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"President's Message "    

After months of planning, the day finally came for our 45th annual Strawberry Festival.  The day 
started out as one of the hottest days of the year so far, with a 15% possibility of rain. Well, at 
about 2:30 p.m. we got all 15%. It poured for about an hour and we lost one of our tents to the 
wind. As vendors and community groups began to arrive, we had to decide whether to cancel 
or continue in the rain.  Luckily at 3:30 the rain did stop, and the sun came out.  The wet, hot 
day did result in a diminished crowd from previous years, but we still had nearly 250 guests.  
Those that came had a great time and all the desserts they could consume. I would like to thank 
everyone who came to support the Greece Historical Society, the community groups, the ven-
dors and everyone who volunteered.  It was a great community event.  

Besides our annual Strawberry Festival, June seemed to be about connecting to the past. We 
educated approximately 250 second graders about our town's past and we introduced two 
separate families to their own family histories.  One family traveled from several states to visit us and my wife, Sue, 
and I drove to York, NY to deliver a long-lost family Bible to another family. 

Although our mission is to share local history with the community, it is always gratifying when we can connect our 
history with those from out of town or return a long -lost family heirloom.   

Enjoy the summer; take time to visit the museum, open on Sundays from 1:30- 4 pm.  

 

Bill Sauers, President  

We greatly value and appreciate                    

your donations*.     

                                                                                                                     

*Tax deductible per Section 501(c)(3) of the                                         

Internal Revenue Code 

Quote of the Month                                                                                         

òHistory is the teacher of life" 

~ Marcus Tullius Cicero 

òGHS Events and Programs ó 

  

Museum and Museum Shop hours:                                                   

Sundays 1:30 - 4:00 p.m.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

and during office hours Mondays 10 a.m.- Noon  

Sunday, July 15th, Bosnian Immigrants - Opportunities and         

Challenges by Aiġa Purak * 

Sunday, Sept 9th, Holy Sepulchre Cemetery Tour 1:00 pm 

Tuesday, Sept 11th, History of WXXI by Norm Silverstein ** 

Tuesday, Oct 9th, Buried Treasures at Mt Hope Cemetery by 

Richard Reisem ** 

Tuesday, Nov 13th, Why History is Essential by Devin R. Lander, 

New York State Historian. **  

 

*Sunday programs are at the Greece Museum, 2:00 p.m. 

**Tuesday programs are at the Greece Public Library, 7:00 p.m. 

 

Please join us for any or all of these events. We are here 

for you, finding items of historical interest we think you 

might enjoy. If youõve been curious about something in 

Greeceõs past, or have thoughts or ideas for  stories of in-

terest, please let us know. We might be curious, too! 

  

This newsletter is published monthly by the editor for the               

Greece Historical Society  and Museum..                                                             

~ Cyndie Shevlin, Editor 
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òMuseum  Shopó    
  

Our Strawberry Dessert Tastings Festival was 
great fun, even though we had a rain shower 
earlier. Many of our visitors took advantage of 
our coupon to save on their purchases in our 
Museum Shop. We still have a few estate  
jewelry items for sale. Take advantage of that 
great $1 price while they last. 

We look forward to your visit.  

Wendy Peeck,  Museum Shop Coordinator                

Museum Shop hours:  Sun 1:30-4:00  ~  Mon-Tue  9:30-12 

A Family Bible Finds a New Home  

A few months ago, the Greece Historical Society received a call 
from a woman who was downsizing and asked if we wanted an 
old family Bible.  Somewhat apprehensive, I visited her to see 
what she had.  It was a 10 pound 19th century Bible that had 
belonged to ancestors of her late husband.  The information, 
ephemera and tin type photographs in the Bible were fascinat-
ing but, unfortunately, there was little information about the 
Town of Greece.  However, if I did not take the Bible, she was 
going to throw it out, so how could I refuse?  

My wife, Sue, did an Ancestory.com search and found someone 
actively researching the family that was noted in the Bible.  We contacted him, but he lived out of state and mailing 
the large item would be very expensive.  He mentioned that his sister lives in York, NY. So, we contacted her and last 
month we met with her and delivered her ancestor's Bible.   

Both she and her brother were happy to receive a piece of their family history and intend to appropriately care for 
this aging book. As amateur historians and genealogists we know how important something like this is to some    
families and we were delighted to connect this family treasure with someone who will truly appreciate it.  

Please Support Our Advertisers Who Support Us! 

New Tour at Holy Sepulchre Cemetery 

Mark your calendars for Sunday, September 9 at 1:00 pm when 
the Historical Society debuts a new tour of Holy Sepulchre Cem-
etery.  GHS volunteers Maureen Whalen and Joe Vitello have 
been mapping out a circuit of about sixteen sites of notable and 
interesting persons buried on the west side of the cemetery.  

 Because the distance between sites is lengthy, it will be a com-
bination walking/driving tour; we will take in the graves buried 
in one sector, then drive to the next sector, etc.  It still involves 
considerable walking, but it will be predominately on the paved 
roads through the cemetery.   

Plan on about two hours to complete the circuit.                                   
Cost of the tour is $5.00 per person. 


