N o v em b e r 2 0 1 7

Volume 38, Issue 10

Tuesday, November14th, 2017 Greece Public Library 7:00 pm

The Corinthian

GREECE HISTORICAL SOCIETY and MUSEUM

“There Goes the Neighborhood!” — The Rochester Racial Uprising of 1964:
When Second-Class Residents Rebelled
by Verdis Levar Robinson
In this interactive presentation, our goal is to virtually tour, relive, and retell
the historical transformation of Rochester's old
7th ward and to study the
effects of racism and discriminatory policies and
practices, which is argued
to have caused the 1964
uprisings.
With this understanding, we may gain insight in the recent uprisings in Ferguson
and Baltimore in addition to understanding urban uprisings in general to inform
anti-violence and anti-poverty efforts in New York State.
Verdis LeVar Robinson is the first National Director of The Democracy
Center in Washington DC. He served as a tenured Assistant Professor of
History and African-American Studies and taught writing-intensive, webenhanced, service-learning courses at Monroe Community College, for
ten years. Professionally, Verdis is a fellow of the Aspen Institute’s Faculty
Seminar on Citizenship and the American and Global Polity, and
the National Endowment for the Humanities’ Faculty Seminar
on Rethinking Black Freedom Studies: The Jim Crow North and West .

This program, which is free and open to the public, is made possible through the
support of the New York Council for the Humanities’ Public Scholars program."

Sunday, November 12th, 2017 Greece Museum 2:00 pm
“Jogging Through Cemeteries”
Author Patrick Bynes will debut his new book where he takes
the reader on a journey, as he jogs through local cemeteries
in the Rochester, NY area, stopping to talk and interview
people mourning lost family and friends. “Jogging Through
Cemeteries” gives an insight as to how we all deal, in our
own way, with grief. Read along as mothers, fathers, brothers
and sisters let their emotions out to a total stranger running
in the graveyard.
Patrick Byrnes is a lifelong resident of the Rochester, NY area.
He is a 1993 graduate from Edinboro University with a
degree in Speech Communications.

"President's Message"
Another busy month is behind us.
On October 10th, Maureen Whalen entertained more than 85 of our friends and members with
another outstanding performance with her portrayal of Blanche Stuart Scott, America’s First Aviatrix.
Our Pasta fundraiser on October 15th was very successful with nearly 150 guests. A special
thank you to the local businesses who contributed to our silent auction and to all the volunteers
who worked so hard planning and organizing this event.
In October we were visited by a Henrietta Senior Group and a City School class comparing urban
and suburban living. We were out and about with programs at the Greece Community & Senior Center and St. John
the Evangelist Church; Fleming Point was able to use one of our recorded programs when the presenter could not
make it because of illness. For November we have scheduled the final Tuesday evening lecture of 2017, a Sunday
afternoon book review and a Saturday Craft Sale.
This past month I attended the Rochester Archives Fair and learned about the many archive resources we have in
the Rochester area and met with several local historians to discuss local programming.
If you haven't visited our museum lately, stop by and view our two new featured exhibits, "The Underground Railroad" and "Winning the Vote: The Woman of Greece," along with some upgrades and improvements to some of our
older exhibits. You can also pick up a free Rochester Woman Suffrage button while here.
As always, thank you to all our volunteers, our members, and friends who support us and our local businesses who
contribute to the success of the Greece Historical Society.

Bill Sauers, President
Quote of the Month

“Museum Events”

" History isn't about dates, places and wars.
It's about the people who fill in
the spaces between them."

Museum and Museum Shop hours:
Sunday 1:30 - 4 p.m. (and during office hours)
GHS office hours: Mon-Tue 9:30 a.m.- Noon

~Jodi Picoult
Sundays in November Greece Museum 2:00 pm
Traveling Erie Canal Exhibit, in cooperation with the
Empire State Library Network, Digital Public Library of
America and New York Heritage digital collections.
Sunday, November 12th, Greece Museum 2:00 pm
"Jogging Through Cemeteries"
Tuesday, November 14th, Greece Public Library 7:00 pm
There Goes the Neighborhood" The Rochester Racial
Uprising of 1964 by Verdis LeVar Robinso
Saturday, November 18th, Greece Museum 10 am-4 pm
Holiday Craft Sale
Sunday, December 10th, Greece Museum 1:30 - 4:00 pm
Holiday Open House
We greatly value and appreciate your donations.
*Tax deductible per Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code
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“Museum Shop”
Holiday Craft Sale November 18th
Holiday season is coming soon. We are having
a Craft Sale in our Museum on Saturday, November 18th 10am-4pm. Our Craft Sale last
year was so good we just have to do it again!
This will be a perfect time to come in and shop
your local crafters for holiday gifts – before
the craziness at the Mall. While you are here
you can check out the items in our Museum
Shop. We look forward to your visit.

Wendy Peeck,
Coordinator
Museum Shop
hours:
Sun 1:30-4:00,
Mon-Tue 9:30-12

In Memory of Carolyn Brewer, (1937 - 2017)
This past spring, we lost one of our long time dedicated volunteers, Carolyn Brewer.
Carolyn was a museum docent on Sundays as well as during school and scout tours. With
the help of Viola White she created one of the most popular exhibits in the Greece Museum, the 1930’s Kitchen. It not only sparks wonderful memories in the minds of visitors of
their Grandma’s kitchen, but it is a teaching aid for school children. Carolyn often shared
objects from her own vast collection which she placed on the graniteware kitchen table
marking the change of seasons or holidays. Those special touches are missed as she is.
Carolyn along with Vi White, started our Museum gift shop many years ago in the alcove
of the dining room, building it into a source for local history books and Greece-related
gifts. Sales peaked during the Beanie Baby years. Carolyn said they had buyers anxious for
the latest Beanie Baby, lined up as early as 5 a.m. They set up a display in the living room admitting people a few
at a time. The sales enabled the Society to add equipment and artifacts to the museum. She also assisted her
daughter, Barbara Bellinger, in Girl Scout projects at the Society.
In addition, Carolyn was a docent at the Stone Tolan House for the Landmark Society. She was a member and
treasurer of Shorewood Garden Club, and helped maintain the garden on the south side of the house.
Carolyn was a dedicated volunteer and set an example for others, inspiring them with her love of history. The
Greece Historical Society has much to thank her for. Carolyn will live on in all those whose lives she touched.

Volunteer Request
The Greece Historical Society is looking for help with the management of our collection. This would be a great
opportunity for one or more volunteers to learn about how items are brought into and maintained in the collection.
Currently our biggest need is to help organize the items in the attic above the museum.
Please contact Ruth Curchoe at rcurchoe@gmail.com if you’d like to help or have questions.
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This newsletter is published monthly by the editor for the Greece Historical Society and Museum. Cyndie Shevlin, Editor

Tours and Education
I had two especially interesting tours during the months of September and October.
The first was the Greece Athena History Club’s annual tour of our beautiful home and museum. This is the 4th year
that they have visited our facility. The group is made up of sixth thru eighth
grade students. This year they have 5 returning ninth graders who enjoyed
it so much they asked if they could stay in the program. They meet after
school one day a week to explore learning history. Students take notes on
work sheets as they gather information. As always, many of the articles in
our exhibits fascinate them because they have never seen or heard of them
before. One of the favorite items is our “dial phone” in the kitchen. Using a
cell phone, I have them call our number and have someone answer, then
do the reverse. They are so amazed because many homes today do not
have a land line, making it exceptionally interesting to them. We discuss
the differences of going to school today compared to 100 years ago. After
walking to the museum and taking the tour, their “treat” is to stop at
McDonald’s and then return back to school. I look forward to seeing this group every year.
My second tour was with a delightful group from the Henrietta Senior
Community Center. They traveled from Henrietta, stopped at Margio’s at the
lake for breakfast, then visited our facility. It’s always fun to have the seniors. They had such fun reminiscing about items that we all remembered
using at one time or another. Some had an ice box with ice delivered to the
home or the “milkman” left his products in a small compartment cut into the
side of the house or in a container near the door. The One Room School
House was also a favorite - I chose a lovely lady to demonstrate the use of
the “Dunce Cap”. We all had fun with the kitchen items, such as the egg
beater, the toaster, the wringer washer and the treadle sewing machine.
They told me that they travel to different towns each month; I invited them to come back to see us again soon.

Kathie Firkins, Coordinator

Please Support Our Advertisers Who Support Us!
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Special Erie Canal Exhibit here in November only
The library councils in the Empire State Library Network offered
us an exhibit to commemorate the 200th anniversary of the
ground-breaking of the Erie Canal. The 5’ tall exhibit includes
four stand-up banners/posters and a freestanding kiosk holding a
tablet allowing visitors to browse an online exhibit.
The exhibit is traveling throughout the region during the year
and will be at our museum only during the month of November.
Stop by and during our open hours and enjoy this unique exhibit, along with our other exhibits, "Winning the Vote; the Woman
of Greece", "The Underground Railroad" and our other fine exhibits created by our volunteers.

PASTA DINNER A GREAT SUCCESS WITH 145 ATTENDEES!
As always, thank you to all the members and their families and friends who attended this fund raising and
social event. We truly appreciate your ongoing support of the Greece Historical Society and Museum. Also,
thank you to Forest Hill Catering for providing an excellent dinner at Barnard Restaurant Party House.

Businesses that donated to the event:
Brook-Lea Country Club
Bruegger’s Bagels
Deborah Ham Whitt State Farm Insurance Agency
Dell’s Market and Deli
Fleet Feet Sports
George Eastman Museum
Long Pond Family Restaurant
Mom’s Margios Diner at the Port
Starbuck’s Coffee on Ridgeway Avenue
The Signery
Members who donated auction items:
Bill Peeck
Wendy Peeck
Susan Sauers
Paula Smith
Lee Strauss
GHS Museum Shop
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Greece Historical Society Incorporated as Educational Corporation
Organized in 1969, by Town Historian Virgina Tomkiewicz, the Greece Historical Society is incorporated as a
nonprofit, tax exempt education corporation under Section 501(C)(3) and received its Absolute Charter from the
Board of Regents of the University of the State of New York in 1974.
In New York State, education corporations are created by the Board of Regents of the University of the State of New
York. Nonprofit organizations and institutions like the Greece Historical Society with educational purposes incorporate
under Education Law § 216, subject to the authority and rules of the Regents.
While every other state views cultural agencies as nonprofit businesses, New York treats them as educational
organizations. New York's wide range of excellent cultural agencies is recognized by the Board of Regents as one
of our State's most important educational resources.
Incorporation by the Board of Regents gives museums and historical societies like the Greece Historical Society, with
collections, the prestige and recognition of being a member of the University of the State of New York.
For more information about incorporating as an educational corporation go to http://www.nysm.nysed.gov/chartering

ROC-THE-DAY for GHS November 28, 2017
“ROC the Day”, a day for giving, is coming up soon! On November 28th,
the United Way of Greater Rochester will hold a 24-hour donation drive for
not-for-profit organizations in the Rochester community. On this epic oneday giving event, thousands of community members will be able to make
an end-of-year gift to help advance their philanthropic passions.
We are asking you to support the Greece Historical Society on November
28th by going to www.roctheday.org and making your donation.
Your contribution will be used for maintenance projects and to help fund our programs and exhibits.
Thank you for your generous support.

On October 10th, Maureen Whalen entertained more than 85 of our
friends and members with her portrayal of Blanche Stuart Scott.

Nearly 150 of our guests enjoyed a good dinner and friendship
at our October 15th Pasta Dinner fundraiser.
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Our History... by Alan Mueller
Thanksgiving Myths vs. Reality*
If you attended grammar school before the 1970s, you might remember and can now forget about all the black construction
paper Pilgrim hats, pumpkin pie and the Mayflower landing on Plymouth Rock just before Thanksgiving.... Here are some myths
concerning our national day of Thanksgiving.











Myth: The Mayflower landed on Plymouth Rock.
Reality: The Pilgrims landed first on the tip of Cape Cod. Later, they moved to Plymouth. “The Rock” at Plymouth is just that, a
large rock...why not give it a name!
Myth: The Pilgrims were, hmmm, Pilgrims?
Reality: A Pilgrim makes a journey for religious reasons. According to Plymouth Plantation staff at Plymouth MA., most of the
Mayflower Pilgrims actually traveled for economic reasons.
Myth: The Pilgrims were Puritans.
Reality: Most of the Pilgrims were Separatists wanting nothing to do with the Church of England. The Puritans, who believed
the Church of England should reform, came about 10 years later and settled in Boston.
Myth: At the first Thanksgiving, the Pilgrims dressed in black and white, wearing black hats and shoes with big buckles. The
Native Americans wore feather headdresses.
Reality: It was difficult to dye clothes black. They wore white, beige, green and brown. Buckles did not come into use until
the 17th century. The Wampanoag Indians wore deerskin garments, but not feather headdresses.
Myth: The Pilgrims and Native Americans ate turkey, cranberry sauce and sweet potatoes at their first Thanksgiving feast. It
lasted several days.
Reality : A Pilgrim, Edward Winslow (later governor of Plymouth Colony) wrote that the group feasted on venison and “wild
fowl” (possibly ducks geese or turkey). In addition, the meal might have included corn and fruits. They would not have had
sugar for cranberry sauce, nor any potatoes. Pumpkin might have been served cooked, but not as a pie.
*Data is compilation
from the New
England Historical
Society and Family
Tree magazine.

Francis J. (Frank) Klem was a well-known
farmer for many years in Greece on Ridge Rd.,
just east of the old town hall and Mitchell Rd.
Born to an Irondequoit farm family, Frank started his own farm on rented St Paul Blvd. acreage prior to 1920, but by the mid-1920s was
on the West Ridge Rd. property where he continued farming into the 1950s. Sometime in
the 1930s he started raising turkeys and it
soon became one of the mainstays of his business. Frank passed on in 1960 and his farm
land is now part of the west parking lot of The
Mall at Greece Ridge.

When did Thanksgiving become a national holiday? President George Washington declared a national day of thanksgiving
first in 1789 and again in 1795. Through the early 1800s some states observed a day of thanksgiving in the late Fall, but others
did not. A proclamation by President Abraham Lincoln on October 3, 1863 designated the last Thursday in November as a national day of Thanksgiving. From then on, that day become the official day of Thanksgiving. It remained so until November of
1939 when President Franklin D. Roosevelt changed it to the fourth Thursday of November. This made it more compatible with
the general public and retailers, since it would be a month before Christmas.
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CONTACT US
GHS Office: 585-225-7221
Office Email:
greecehistoricalsociety@yahoo.com
Website: www.greecehistoricalsociety.org

Your tax deductible membership in the Greece Historical
Society is available at several levels. To join, renew, upgrade your
membership or to donate a gift, fill out and mail the form below or
bring it to our next program meeting. To pay via PayPal, visit our
website at www.greecehistoricalsociety.org

Only your donations and memberships keep our
Museum open. Thank you for your support.

GREECE HISTORICAL SOCIETY & MUSEUM

Membership Application

(Please print)

DATE:___________________________

NAME:____________________________________________________________________________ PHONE:(_____)___________________________
(Last)

(First)

(M.I.)

(Spouse, if applicable)

ADDRESS: __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
(Street)

(City/Town)

(State)

(Zip Code + 4)

E-MAIL ADDRESS: _____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Membership Classifications
Senior (62+, Each) Student

Annual Rate

Select

$15.00
$20.00

______
______

$30.00
$35.00

______
______

$50.00

______

Benefactor (Each)

$100.00

______

Senior Life (62+, Each)

$350.00
$500.00

______
______
______

Individual Adult
Senior (62+) Couple
Family
Business, Professional

Life (Each)
Donation

____New Application
____Renewal
____Upgrade
____Donation
____Memorial Donation
My donation is in
memory of

__________________
__________________
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Memberships are tax deductible.
Please pay online via PayPal or
make check payable and mail to:
Greece Historical Society
P.O. Box 16249
Rochester NY 14616-0249
You will receive your membership
card and receipt by mail.

