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February 14, 2017 Greece Public Library 7:00 PM
Rediscovering
Frederick
Douglass with
City Historian
Christine Ridarsky
Join us for a screening of "Rediscovering Frederick Douglass“, a film that tells the story
of the rediscovery of a previously unknown photograph of famed abolitionist and
human rights activist Frederick Douglass. The 30-minute documentary investigates the
mystery surrounding this unique image, reveals details about the interesting life of the
photograph's owner, and explores the ways Douglass used
photography as a tool in the fight for social reform.

Following the screening, Rochester City Historian Christine Ridarsky
will discuss the photograph, its discovery in the archive she
manages, and the process of preserving and documenting it and
give you an opportunity to see the original photograph.
*Reservations required by calling the library 585-225-8951 or register on-line at http://
www.greecepubliclibrary.org/

MUSEUM Winter Hours
The museum will reopen Sunday, February 5, 2017.
Museum and Museum Shop hours: Sunday 1:30 - 4p.m.
GHS office hours: Mon-Tue 9:30 a.m.-Noon
Museum and Museum Shop also open office hours.

“Upcoming Programs”
Tuesday, February 14, 2017 Greece Library 7:00 pm
Rediscovering Frederick Douglass with City Historian Christine Ridarsky
Tuesday, March 14, 2017 Greece Library 7:00 pm
The Great War by Dan Cody
Tuesday, April 11, 2017 Greece Library 7:00 pm
James Hard: The Last Surviving Combat Civil War Veteran by David Crumb.

"President's Message"
As I write this, the weather has been quite mild so far this year. I think the older one gets the less
winter weather is appreciated.
In the month of January, we had our first successful Tuesday night lecture, an executive committee
meeting, a board of trustees meeting and our annual business meeting. We reorganized some our
clothing artifacts, installed a new sound chip player created by Wally Rust in the museum, and
cleaned out an old store room in the basement. We received an original painting of the old Town
Hall by Walt Goulding, which was presented to us by his daughter Laurie Goulding Reynolds.
We published our 2016 Annual Report detailing our activities for the past year. The report is available at our museum and is also available) on our web site at www.greecehistoricalsociety.org
A significant item of interest that we think will save us some money was our recent switch from gas and electricity
supplied by RG&E to NOCO which is an ESCO (Energy Supply Company). For the society, which spends around
$3,600 a year on gas and electric, this switch will potentially result in a savings of around $500.00 a year on our utility bills. This figure was based on a look at our historic RG&E billing vs. what NOCO would have charged over the
past year. Of course, past performance is not necessarily an indicator of future results.
NOCO has also offered to contribute $15 to GHS for every member of the society that switches their home gas
and/or electricity to NOCO. If you consider this option call 888-710-6626, identify yourself as a member of the
Greece Historical Society and give a reference promotion code GS01. This is not an official endorsement of NOCO
by the Greece Historical Society but does give us an opportunity for a financial promotional consideration.
As a reminder for those of you who occasionally ask about membership renewal, our membership year is May 1
through April 30. We will be sending renewal notices in the coming months. Current up-to-date members who
send in a renewal early will be credited for the membership year beginning May 1. As always thank you for your
continued support.

Bill Sauers, President

Monthly Quote: “The beautiful thing about learning is that no one can take it away from you.” ~ B.B. King
New Web Site Check out our new web site at www.greecehistoricalsociety.org

This newsletter is published monthly by the editor for the
Greece Historical Society and Museum.

Cyndie Shevlin, Editor

We greatly appreciate your donations.
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*Tax deductible per Section 501(c)(3) of the
Internal Revenue Code

“Museum Shop”
Come in and use your coupon soon!

Wendy Peeck, Coordinator

You don’t have to be a business to show your
support for the Greece Museum.
Become a Corinthian sponsor and see your name
on our Sponsor Board in the newsletter!

Show everyone you care about the GHS!
Museum Shop hours: Sun 1:30-4:00, Mon-Tue 9:30-12

Call us at 225-7221 to inquire.

Outdoor Ice Skating by Bill Sauers
The opening of the outdoor skating rink on the Greece Town Campus should bring back memories of the "good old days" to many of
us who have lived in the area for a half century or more. Back then
there were many opportunities for outdoor ice skating, including
public schools, community parking lots and natural ponds.
Residents of Greece were frequent visitors, until 1991, to the
Barnard School 1950s
Maplewood Park pond. In fact, the building near the pond that is
now City offices was specifically built with ice skating in mind. The
Ontario Beach Park parking lot was another favorite spot for us as
were the nearby ponds along the lake. A January 4, 1948 Democrat & Chronicle article
talked about the thousands that crowded area skating rinks.
In the 1940s and 50s Barnard and Britton schools, and I am sure other schools, were also
sites of public ice skating and they were true community endeavors. The DPW would roll
down the snow and bring in an old voting booth as a shelter. The local volunteer fire
department would flood the field. (No plastic liner or safety bumpers back then.) When
the snow needed to be cleared off the ice, plenty of shovels were available for anyone
who wanted to help clear the snow. In 1948 a group of volunteers from the Greece
Youth Foundation cleared four acres of land on Britton Rd near Forgham Road for a rink
with water supplied from Fleming Creek. It was on private property but was used by anyone who came by.
By the 1960s, the Town converted the lighted tennis courts at Carter Park into an ice rink in the winter and in 1975
built a shelter large enough to provide a place to change skates.
We all had ice skates back then, whether you were a good skater or not. New skates were always a great Christmas
gift. If not a Christmas gift there was always Cooks Hardware who did a thriving business in used and new skates
along with sharpening skates.
As indoor rinks opened and times changed, outdoor ice skating seemed to disappear around the early 1990s, albeit
for a few artificially cooled rinks around the County. Maybe it was the changing climate or other activities to keep us
occupied, but it seems kids don't own skates anymore. If the weather cooperates and more outdoor skating becomes
available, things may change or maybe we just never will go back to the "good old days".
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Greece Press Now On-line
Thanks to the Greece Historical Society's collaboration with the Rochester Regional Library Council, the Local History Division of the Central Library of Rochester and Monroe County and the Northern New York Library Network, a complete collection of the Greece Press (1934 - 1977) is available on-line at the NY
Historic Newspapers website. The Greece Press, later re-named the Greater
Greece Press and the New Greece Press was a locally produced weekly newspaper that focused almost entirely on activities, stories and news about the
Town of Greece. Many other area papers are also available on this site including
the Catholic Courier (1889-present). The site is word searchable and pages are
available in pdf format.
Have fun researching some local history with this free site
http://nyshistoricnewspapers.org/
Greece Press
06-19-42

Membership volunteer needed
We are looking for one or two volunteers with the time, talent and
commitment to help us with entering membership renewal information. The work would involve just a few hours a week, during the
months of April and May entering data into a data base program at
the museum. Much less time would be required the remainder of the
year. Call Bill at 225-3760 for more information.

Please Support Our Advertisers Who Support Us!
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Greece Museum Community
During our annual meeting on January 19, Laurie Goulding Reynolds presented her father's painting of the old Greece Town Hall to the Greece Historical
Society. Laurie is the daughter of the late Walt Goulding, a past president of
the Society. He painted several projects for the society, including the Native
American scene that hangs in our museum. A story of Walt's contribution to
the Greece History Society was written in our December 2016 Corinthian.

Despite the icy roads on January 10, more than 60
of our friends and neighbors came out to hear
Edward Maruggi, PhD. talk about the contributions
of the Italians to the Rochester community.

Many guests purchased some of his books
that were available for sale after the talk.

Hometown Sports Exhibit Profiles — Demond Stewart
Demond Stewart grew up in Greece; he attended Olympia High School and was a star player for the Spartans. In
Demond’s senior year, 1996, the Spartans had a 19-1 record and they captured their first Division I title. In Demond’s
junior and senior years, playing guard position, he led Olympia to a 37-5 record.
Demond was the second player in Olympia history to score 1,000 points with a career high game of 33 points. One
year he averaged 18.5 points, 8.3 rebounds and 4.3 assists. He won All-Greater Rochester honors.
Demond played college ball at Mercyhurst College for two years and then Niagara University for two years, where, in
his first game, he scored 40 points. He had an outstanding career with the Purple Eagles, scoring 1,195 points while
there with 21.3 points per game average, 7.2 rebounds per game and 1.8 assists per game. He was named Metro Atlantic Athletic Conference Player of the Year in 2001.
After his career at Niagara University, Demond played professionally in Europe for four years – in Belgium, the Netherlands and Latvia returning home to play for the Rochester Razorsharks.
Demond started with the Razorsharks from their founding in 2005 and was with them until 2008 when an injury
forced his retirement from professional basketball. He played every game (85) during his career with the Razorsharks
and was a top scorer with them, scoring 1,129 points (16.2 average) with a high of 32 points. He had 334 rebounds
and 114 3-pointers. A major highlight in his career was winning the ABA (American Basketball Association) championship title in 2006 at a home game in the Blue Cross Arena at the War memorial.
Demond is currently JV Coach and Assistant Varsity Coach at Olympia High School.
“I’m very fortunate I found a game and career I’m passionate about.
I want to have a positive impact on youth.“
Demond Stewart family

Orest and Demond Stewart 2006

Razorsharks photos courtesy
of Rochester Razorsharks
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Greece History
Ever Changing Greece.... Here Today, Gone Forever by Alan Mueller
Just what could be called historic and worth preserving in the Town of Greece? One might think that in the last seventy years
not too much. The first wave of the transformation of farmland into housing developments began along Dewey Avenue after
World War I. The intervening Depression and World War II almost halted further development for fifteen years. Another housing
boom with tract after tract of homes followed with the need for grammar schools, then high schools. Because of expanding
population, the farms were gobbled up at an alarming rate. Usually the farmstead and barn might be spared as the housing
tracts swarmed around them. Now even those aging structures are doomed.......
A recent example of this type occurred in late November last year on Long Pond Road, south of Mill Road. A flatbed truck,
with dump trucks following, rumbled over the grass of the empty farmhouse at 999 Long Pond Rd. Off came a towering machine known as the "Excavator"! It was there, not to excavate but to demolish #995 and #999 Long Pond Rd. Number 995 was
a sixty plus year old ranch home. The modest #999 house was only one hundred sixty-seven years old in its oldest rear section!
The Landmark Society of Western New York included it in their 1994 Town of Greece Historic Survey. To quote a small section
of their report: "This c.1852 farmhouse is architecturally significant in the town of Greece as a former farm property that has retained its distinctive example of a mid-19th century vernacular farmhouse. ......It is also historically significant for its association
with the agricultural heritage of Greece."
The Excavator-exterminator went right to work with crunching and grinding through walls, windows, doors and stone
work. All the while the old survivor moaned and groaned as it was torn apart. A small group of people looked on, many neighbors who were rather sad to see it turned into piles of rubble in minutes. Cameras and smart phones were taking many photos.
One photographer was our friend and member, Gene Preston. “Mr. Sunflower” and gentleman farmer (Grandpa Preston started
farming here on a much larger acreage over 110 years ago, on Long Pond Road, south of Vintage), Gene shared several great
photos of the demolition from start to finish. Some of the views illustrated on page 7 are from Gene's collection of that day. I
thought it would be nice if Gene would add a few paragraphs about his remembrances of #999 in the days when it was a working farm. Gene has spent most of his life close to the Long Pond-Mill Road area and knew all the area folks from the 1940s to
today. So, Gene happily sent along the following:
“I remember visiting Mr. Marcel DeJaeger’s farm in 1949 with my dad. Like all farmers in Greece they were good friends, always
willing to help each other when needed. On Long Pond, at the time, there was my dad’s, Clarence Preston farm, to the north
was the John Schairer farm, the Edmund Vermeire farm, the Urban DeConinck farm and then the Marcel DeJaeger farm at 999
Long Pond Road. The farm fronted on Long Pond Road and extended to the west down Mill Road to encompass 17 ½ acres with
the exception of a small parcel notched out at 19 Mill Road.”
“Like most Greece farmers back then, the DeJaegers were known as truck farmers. This name derived from the fact that they
hauled all the produce grown on the farm to the Rochester Public Market by horse drawn wagon or later by motorized truck. “
“The DeJaegers were known for growing excellent produce. Behind their historic cobblestone and wooden home were typical
farm outbuildings including a tool shed and chicken coop. A medium size greenhouse was along the southern property line adjacent to the Vermeire farm. Tomato, eggplant, peppers, cabbage, cauliflower and other plants were started in the greenhouse
from seeds. The lower side walls and some overhead wooden framework was still standing until last year. Farther to the west
was the large DeJaeger barn that once housed farm animals. After the animals came modern day machinery and a red Farmall
tractor manufactured by International Harvester. “
“Common to farm houses was a small root cellar off the basement used to store potatoes, carrots, cabbage and winter squash
for the family to eat during the wintertime. I saw traces of that remaining in the old house just before it was demolished last year.
Being witness to the demolition of the historic home made for a sad day for many reasons. However foremost is because it was
the last old home of its age in my neighborhood. “
Gene's last comment can be echoed in ever increasing areas of Greece. Where will the Excavator strike again? The short list
would include a modest, well-kept house and out building from the 19th century around the corner from #995 and #999 Long
Pond Rd., the first house on the left side of Mill Rd. It has a "For Rent" sign in front at present. Soon, it too will surrender to the
excavator's jaws! In place of it and the two houses on Long Pond Road, will rise another Greece medical center to aid in the care
of the aging "baby boomer" population. Next on the list is the over one-hundred-year-old, long closed DeMay Hotel at Latta
and North Greece Roads. Fondly remembered by the North Greece Fire Department, whose original fire station was across Latta
Road, countless other organizations of all types held events and festivities in it's restaurant-banquet-dance hall. While a convenience-gas station will take its place, the memories will remain as the excavator goes to work. Soon, it will eat into a fire damaged,
historically important, Cobblestone house on Mill Rd near Manitou Rd. The DeMay Hotel and the Cobblestone house are also on
the Landmark Societies 101 historic sites in Greece…..
Will any of the farmstead houses, barns and out buildings survive in Greece? Looming closer as years pass is the reality that the
last vestige of Greece's farming heritage will be gone forever…..

6

Demolished Farm House - 999 Long Pond Rd.
Photos courtesy of
Gene Preston.

Demolition of two houses - Long Pond Rd.

Demolition - 999 Long Pond Rd
Excavator at work
"The Dragon voraciously attacks
the peasant's house!"

Demolition of barn,
behind the house

Demolition Rubble
999 Long Pond Rd
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Electronic Service Requested

CONTACT US
GHS Office: 585-225-7221
Office Email:
greecehistoricalsociety@yahoo.com
Website: www.greecehistoricalsociety.org

Your tax deductible membership in the Greece Historical Society
is available at several levels. To join, renew, upgrade your membership or to donate a gift, fill out and mail the form below or bring it
to our next program meeting. To pay via PayPal, visit our website at
www.greecehistoricalsociety.org
Your donations and memberships keep our Museum open.
Thank you for your support.

Membership Application
GREECE HISTORICAL SOCIETY & MUSEUM
(Please print)

DATE:_____________________________

NAME:____________________________________________________________________________ PHONE:(_____)_____________________________
(Last)

(First)

(M.I.)

(Spouse, if applicable)

ADDRESS: ____________________________________________________________________________________
(Street)

(City/Town)

(State)

(Zip Code + 4)

E-MAIL ADDRESS: ___________________________________________________________________

Annual Rate

Select

Student, Senior (62+)
Individual

$15
$20

_________
_________

Senior (62+) Couple

$30

_________

Family

$35

_________

Business/Professional

$50

_________

Benefactor

$100

_________

Senior Life (62+, Each)

$350

_________

Life (Each)

$500

_________

Membership Classifications
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_____New Application
_____Renewal
_____Upgrade
_____Donation
Memberships are tax
deductible. Please pay online
via PayPal or make check
payable and mail to :

Greece Historical Society
P.O. Box 16249 Rochester
NY 14616-0249
You will receive your membership card and receipt by mail.

