
  

October 2016    V o l u m e  3 7 ,  I s s u e  1 0  

 
Tuesday, October11th  7:00 p.m.  Greece Public Library*                                                                                            

 

A Conversation with Harriet Tubman  

by Magelene Moore-Holley 

Come participate in a conversation with Harriet Tubman 
as she unfolds the struggles and the triumphs of her 

journey from enslavement to freedom. 

 

 

Magelene Moore-Holley is a member of AKOMA, the African-
American Women's Gospel Choir and AKWAABA, the Heritage 
Associates, whose members attempt to bring to life the 
accomplishments and struggles of the women and men on whose 
shoulders we now stand.  She is a native of Kingstree, South 
Carolina.                             

                                                                 

                                                                                   * see page 2, registration required 
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Saturday, October 22nd   5:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.  Barnard Exempts 

Fall Pasta Dinner Fundraiser 

There is still time to purchase tickets for our Pasta Dinner fundraiser. Please call 

the office at (585)225-7221 to reserve and to pick up your tickets. ADULT tickets 

are $10.00 and CHILDREN age 5-12 are $5.00. Any pre-paid tickets will be 

mailed to you if you  order and pay for them before October18th. Pre-paid tick-

ets received after that date can be picked up at the dinner. 

Walk-ins are welcome the day of the event! Enjoy a drink or dessert with your 

dinner and participate in the 50/50 raffle. In the silent auction, you can bid on 

an  assortment of 25 items including the following: a 3-month membership at 

the Greece Y, a family fun pass for 4 at Skyzone, a gift basket of Armor-All prod-

ucts, adult coloring book & pen sets. Handmade treasures include a lap quilt, 

table runner and Christmas tree. Other items include a collectible poster, a su-

persize photo of Northgate Plaza and a map of Greece. Bid high and take it 

home…. all proceeds benefit our Greece Museum! 

  

   Sunday, Oct 9th,  1:00 pm     Holy Sepulchre Cemetery  

 Tour II:  East Sections 18-26 
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"President's Message"    

This past month we partnered with 
several organizations and hosted a 
free photo scanning day. We held a 
Sunday afternoon program with WW 
II veteran Wally Rust telling the story 
of the development of the atom bomb 
and we welcomed our friend Lisa 
Kleman who told us about her Ger-
man ancestors and the history of the 
Rochester Parks Band. On Sunday September18 we 
conducted a tour of Holy Sepulchre Cemetery.  It was a 
very successful month; well over 125 of our friends and 
neighbors visited the museum or enjoyed our pro-
grams.  
 
We were also on "on the road" in September, delivering 
talks to the Rotary and Kiwanis Clubs, a retired men’s 
club and a group at the Legion Post. We also attended 
several networking events held by the Greece Cham-
ber of Commerce. 
 
Lee Strauss and Marie Poinan attended a War of 1812 
conference in Oswego and I had the opportunity to 
attend the combined State Genealogy and Municipal 
Historian Conferences in Syracuse.  These conferences 
are a great way for us meet and network with profes-
sional and amateur historians from around the State, 
talk to the various vendors and funders that help pro-
mote our history, and find out about the latest histori-
cal research resources. 
 
Look for more exciting events and programs in the 
coming months as we promote the collective history of 
our town and community and don't forget to encour-
age your friends to become members of the Greece 
History Society.  Thank you for your support. 
 

Bill Sauers, President 

Bill Sauers and New York State 

Historian Devin Lander 

“Museum Events” 

 Museum and Museum Shop hours:                                         
Sunday 1:30 - 4p.m.                                                     

GHS office hours: Mon-Tue 9:30 a.m.-Noon                               

Museum and Museum Shop also open office hours.                                                    
 

Sunday, Oct 9th, Holy Sepulchre Cemetery 1:00 pm      
Tour II:  East Sections 18-26 

Tuesday, Oct 11th, Greece Public Library  7:00 pm             
A Conversation with Harriet Tubman                                       

by Magelene  Moore-Holley 

Sunday, Oct 16th, Greece Museum  2:00 pm            
McShea Farm with Tom McShea  

 
Saturday, Oct 22nd, Barnard Exempts  5:00 - 7:00 pm                                   

Pasta Dinner fundraiser   

Sunday, Oct 23rd Greece Museum  2:00 pm            
Dobson Farm with Bob Dobson 

 
Sunday, Oct 30th, Greece Museum  2:00 pm            

Yates-Thayer Farm with Sam Thayer 
 

Sunday, Nov 6th, Greece Museum  2:00 pm            
Lemcke-Tofany Farm with Ron Carlton 

 
Tuesday, Nov 8th, Greece Public Library  7:00 pm              

A Supreme Court History Potpourri by James Valenti, PhD 

*Pre-registration  Required for Programs at the Library   

Call the Greece Library at 585-225-8951or go online at 

http://www.greecepubliclibrary.org, click on the calendar 

link, click on the event and follow the instructions. Please register 

individually for each person attending the program.                                              

The Library will e-mail or text you a reminder or advise of last  

minute changes or weather related cancellations.   

http://www.greecepubliclibrary.org
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“Museum Shop”  

Fall has arrived and we are here to offer you wonderful 
books with local history. I love curling up with a good 
book – especially one that relates to areas close to home. 
We even offer books that suggest ideas for weekend or 
day trips to historical sites in New York State. This is a 
beautiful time of year for a day trip to see the fall foliage.  

      

Attention Crafters 

For a great opportunity to sell your crafts,  join us here at 595 Long Pond 
Road on Small Business Saturday, November 26th, 2016 10am – 4pm.  

Please contact Wendy Peeck: wmpeeck@rochester.rr.com 

[227-6025] if you are interested in this event. Limited space is available. 

The fee will be $20; we will provide tables and chairs. 

Wendy Peeck,  Museum Shop Coordinator 

Museum Shop hours: Sun 1:30-4:00, Mon-Tue 9:30-12 

For newsletter input only, please contact: 

corintheditor@yahoo.com                          

Cyndie Shevlin, Editor                                                                                                                                                     
This newsletter is published monthly by the editor for the 

Greece Historical Society and Museum. 

We sincerely appreciate your donations.   

*Tax deductible per Section 501(c)(3) of the                       

Internal Revenue Code 

“Our Museum Community”  

 

 

 
New Web Page   

We are transitioning to a new web page. Our 

current one will soon go off line and we will 

use http://www.greecehistoricalsociety.org   

Take a peek and tell us what you think. 

“Tours and Education”  

 

Tours:  

It was a true pleasure to have Jeff Weston, 
one of the featured athletes in our “Home 
Town Sports” exhibit along with Tom 
Sawnor and his family tour the museum. 
Jeff played football for Cardinal Mooney 
High School.  He then attended Notre 
Dame and eventually played for the New 
York Giants.                                          
Thank you, Tom, for arranging this. 

 

Exhibits:  

Wendy Peeck and I are working on mak-
ing new clothes for the children in the 
“one room school house exhibit”.  Wendy 
will be doing the sewing, then we both 
will dress them.   
 

Sports:  

Jason Bonsignore  has donated a hockey 
stick for use in the hockey exhibit. He sug-
gested that we hold a raffle and give the 
stick to someone. Starting Sunday, Octo-
ber 2nd anyone who attends the museum 
can enter their name & phone number for 
a drawing to be held Sunday, November 
20th.  Bring your friends & relatives to see 
our sports exhibit and beautiful house & 
museum.   

Kathie Firkins,                                   

Education Consultant and Tour 

Director 

Thank you to the Lakeview Garden 

Club for maintaining our garden on 

the north front end of our historic 

house. (l to r) JoAnne Ristuccia, Bob-

bie Young, Dee McCarthey, Lyn 

Heard, Katie Amato,  Sharon Kubiak, 

Karen Henry, and Dagmar Doland. 

Save a Photo                                

Save a Memory Saturday 

We had a very successful day 

on Saturday, September 10, as 

dozens of our neighbors and 

friends came  to have their fa-

vorite old photos and slides 

professionally scanned for 

free. We even coaxed Joe 

Robach to have his cell phone 

pictures preserved! 

Thanks to our partners: Appo, 

Archival Methods, Corkscrew 

Photography, Kodak Alaris, 

STEP and Vivid-Pix for making 

the day possible.  

mailto:wmpeeck@rochester.rr.com
http://www.greecehistoricalsociety.org
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HOMETOWN SPORTS:                                                                

THE MAN BEHIND THE FACE MASK—BOB BLEIER                         

It was known for a long time that 

the town of Greece had many suc-

cessful athletes and that we should 

do an exhibit on them. Many sug-

gestions were made. There literally 

were hundreds of outstanding high 

school athletes in Greece and when 

the small committee (5 people and 

me) started thinking about criteria, we knew that we 

had to narrow our focus. We decided to take a look at 

those athletes who had great high school and college 

careers and, of course, some of them went on to pro 

and semi-pro careers. We had a number we thought at 

the beginning was about 20 but it would inflate to the 

low 30s. Thankfully, many of the athletes did let us inter-

view them and Bob Bleier, an outstanding high school, 

college, and professional athlete, was the epitome of 

cooperation in our project. He responded quickly to an  

e-mail and was my first interview. Bob went to Aquinas, 

my Alma mater, and it was them who told me that Bob 

speaks often at Aquinas and other venues about the  

values of staying in school and being involved in the 

community. He also stresses that only a handful out of 

millions make it to the NFL and that it is good to have 

several dreams.  

When interviewing and researching Bob’s career it be-

came apparent that sports was only one facet of Bob’s 

life. He is more about humility and giving back to the 

community. Bob demands it of his 4 sons and they have 

a great role model right in their own house. Bob has 

been President of Camp Good Days and Special Times 

for many years and won a national award—The Commu-

nity Inspiration Award. $20,000 was donated to Camp 

Good Days and Special Times in his name. Come to find 

out, Bob donates many hours to causes and charity. 

Bob never forgot his roots and after his Dad passed 

away Bob started a charity called The Ultimate Sports-

man’s Experience—after his father’s love of the outdoors. 

Bob’s Dad was always there for him as he is now for his 

family and others. Lately, we seem to only hear about 

athletes getting in trouble, etc. It is refreshing to discover 

a story like Bob Bleier’s. Although Bob lives in Victor, he 

was so interested in our organization that he is now a 

member. It was an honor and a pleasure to interview 

Bob Bleier.                                                                                       

Tom Sawnor 

Upcoming Tuesday Programs 

Tuesday, November 8th, 2016 

A Supreme Court History Potpourri by Professor James 

Valenti 

Ever wonder how the Liberty Bell cracked? Or how 

about why Jefferson and Marshall hated each other? 

Professor Valenti will discuss the Role of the Supreme 

Court of the United States, some clashes between the 

Court and Presidents, as well as share some interesting 

anecdotes of Supreme Court History. The Constitution's 

Article Three and cases will be on full display. 

“Every great dream begins                    
with a dreamer”          

 
Harriet Tubman 
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PASTA DINNER FUNDRAISER 

                                                   

                                        

 

CASH BAR 

CASH DESSERT BAR 

50/50 RAFFLE 

SILENT AUCTION Food catered by 

WALK-INS WELCOME! 

  DINE IN –or– TAKE OUT      

TICKETS 

ADULTS…..$10.00 

CHILDREN age 5-12…..$5.00 

Call to reserve your tickets….            

(585)225-7221 

Saturday October 22nd,  2016 

5:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m. 

Barnard Exempt Restaurant                                       

360 Maiden Lane                                                                                                  

Preserving Family Memories 

The mission of the Greece Historical Society is to preserve the history of the town, but what does that mean in terms 

of how we go about doing that?  Early in 2016 we got a call from TIM GARTNER from Minnesota who was planning 

a visit to Rochester and wanted to find out what we might know about his McShea family who left for Iowa in the 

1870s. Two weeks before that, we had met with TOM McShea who had brought some family photographs for us to 

scan for our sports exhibit. Marie Poinan called Tom and asked if he would like to come and meet with a cousin who 

had never been to Rochester . They had a pleasant meet and greet on Long Pond. Then Marie played tour guide 

and took Tim and his wife on a tour of the old homestead and of Mother of Sorrows Cemetery to visit the graves of 

his great-grandparents who came from Ireland. Tim left us with a family tree of the branch who had moved on to 

Iowa and then Minnesota and cousin Tom gave Tim a number of documents on the family and farm here in Greece. 

That is an ideal example of  how we can be of help. It shows the importance of “ordinary” family photos in docu-

menting history. We always appreciate people bringing in their family photos and genealogical  information for us 

to keep on file.  Please contact us and make an appointment if you have any family photos or history to share.  Be 

sure to come October 16th to hear the story of the McShea farm , a family who came to Greece in the 1840s. The 

program crafted entirely from the photos that Tom shared with us! 

We were able to introduce Tom McShea (left) to his               Scanning McShea family pix with Marie Poinan, Jack Kemp               Tom brought his grandfather Joe’s awards to scan           

cousin Tim from Minnesota for the first time                          Tom McShea, Alan Mueller and Maureen Whalen                                  and include in our Sports Exhibit     
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Harvest Time in Greece 

A Series of Sunday Afternoon Programs at 2:00pm 

The Greece Historical Society will present a series of Sunday programs this fall 

and in spring 2017 that highlights the agricultural heritage of the Town of 

Greece and its farm families. Each program will feature a member of the family 

who has preserved the legacy of their family farm and shared that heritage for 

the Society to preserve for future generations. Come and hear their stories and 

see family photographs that have never been seen before now!  

October 16– the McShea farm with Tom McShea 

October 23- the DOBSON farm with Bob Dobson 

October 30- the YATES THAYER farm with Sam Thayer 

November 6- the LEMCKE/TOFANY farm with Ron Carlton    

 

Did You Know…..? 

 Welcome new senior life member, Francis Russo.   
We truly appreciate the continued support the Russo's 
have given the Greece Historical Society over the 
years. 
 
Our Current Life Members: 
Lorraine Beane 
Beverly Bell 
Nicholas and Mary Lou Borrelli 
Delores DeConinck 
Betty Fetter 
Mary Graupman 
Susan Hodge 
Gordon Howe, II 
Lorna Logan 
Fred and Phyllis Meredith 
Bethann Mitchell 
Donald Newcomb 
Morris Richardson 
Francis and Gretchen Russo 
Mary Lee Strauss 
Beverly Tulloch 
Deborah Whitt 
 
You, too, can become a Life Member. Join or upgrade 
using our membership form on the last page. 

Corinthian mailing 

Every month a group of  volunteers gathers for   

1-2 hours to fold, label, tape and prepare for 

mailing our latest Corinthian newsletter.  

Care to join us? Give us a call at 225-7221. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Sunday, September 11th at our museum, 

Wally Rust gave a talk on making                          

the Atom Bomb. 
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Greece History by Alan Mueller 

"From tractor's to tracts!"    

It is not quite a century since rural Greece slowly and sometimes not so slowly started to turn from an almost com-
pletely agricultural community to street after street of home developments.  After World War II the pace quick-
ened so fast the DPW couldn't keep up with all the new street names.  All the early settlers and farmstead names had 
been used; flowers, trees, clever contractions of several names, stones, rocks etc. came into play......Lucky, we don't 
have a Main St., Broadway or 42nd St.  One of the last larger plots of land on Latta Rd at Kirk Rd has just recently 
gone from an abandoned apple orchard to the beginning of small attached housing for the aging "baby-boomer" 
population.  How fast the recent past is swept  away for the latest assault by man.........However, we still do have farms 
in Greece, and the pictures below depict a history of some of these familiar farm names: DeConinck, Mitchell, Preston 
and Yarker farms. 

Preston Farm 

Mitchell-Bemish Farm 

Yarker Farm 

 DeConinck 

Farm  
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Membership Application 

GREECE  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY & MUSEUM  

    (Please print)  DATE:_____________________________ 

NAME:_______________________________________________________________________PHONE:(_____)_______________________                                              

                       (Last)                             (First)                (M.I.)                             (Spouse, if applicable) 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

ADDRESS: ____________________________________________________________________________ 

                        (Street)                                                   (City/Town)                (State)             (Zip Code + 4)                                                                                    

E-MAIL ADDRESS: ___________________________________________________________ 

 

  ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP  CLASSIFICATIONS 

 

                                                                                            

                                                                                                   

 

 

CONTACT US  

GHS Office: 585-225-7221  

Office Email: 
greecehistoricalsociety@yahoo.com                                       

Website: www.greecehistoricalsociety.org 

Greece Historical Society  
Greece Museum 

595 Long Pond Road 
P.O. Box 16249 

Rochester NY 14616-0249 

Non-Profit Org. 

U.S. POSTAGE PAID 

Rochester NY 

Permit #1188 

_____New Application     

_____Renewal       

_____Upgrade 

_____Donation 

Return Service Requested 

Student-Senior (62+) $15.00  _____ 

Individual        $20.00  _____ 

Family $35.00  _____ 

Business/Professional   $50.00  _____ 

Benefactor $100.00 _____ 

Senior Life (62+, Each) $350.00 _____ 

Life  (Each) $500.00  _____ 

Your tax deductible membership in the Greece Historical Society 
is available at several levels. To join, renew, upgrade your member-
ship or to donate a gift, fill out and mail the form below or bring it 
to our next program meeting. To pay via PayPal, visit our website at 
www.greecehistoricalsociety.org 

Your donations and memberships keep our Museum open.      

Thank you for your support. 

Memberships are tax             

deductible. Please pay online 

via PayPal or make check  

payable and mail to : 

 Greece Historical Society  

P.O. Box 16249  Rochester 

NY 14616-0249 

You will receive your member-

ship card and receipt by mail. 


